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Meet Porsche’s electric stunner 


Greatesn 


New Commodore V8 

Fastest ever, best ever 




Dieselgate 

scandal 

How Volkswagen 
duped the world 


Compact class 

Hyundai Tucson v 
Ford Kuga v Mazda CX-5 
V Subaru Forester 



FIND YOUR SENSES. LOSE YOURSELF. 
THAT'S PURE ZOOM-ZOOM. - « 









When horse and rider become one they share one pure focus - the thrill of the ride. In Japan this connectmn is known as Jinba Ittar, 
and is the inspiration behind every Mazda. Our combination of performance, design, safety and connectivity work in perfect 
harmony to achieve the same feeling a horse and rider experience - the feeling of pure Zoom-Zoom, mazda.coin.au/ranqe 





Harvgy Norman 

STEP UP YOUR 


STVU 






Whether you're into serious manscaping or prefer 
the rough-and-tumble look, Harvey Norman has all 
the latest cutting-edge technology to make your 
grooming routine quicker and easier than ever. 




IIIWITED EDITION 


Precision steel blades offer 
both supreme sharpness and 
great durability. Includes a 
precision beard comb guide 
& premium storage case, 
vs Sassoon 'For Men' 
i-Pro Platinum Clipper. 

VSM7475BA 

$129 




The POWERCUT 
Blade System will 
cut through even 
the thickest hair with 
ease, and the kit 
includes 11 length- 
adjusting combs, a 
barber cape, scissors 
and oil to keep the 
blades in top shape. 
Remington 'Barber's 
Best' Hair Clipper Kit. 
HC5870AU 

$79 
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CUT HAIR IN LESS 
THAN 5 MINUTES 


With cord/cordless rechargeable 
functionality, and a perfect palm fit, this tool 
will let you trim your mane from the front to 
back all on your own - no assistance needed. 

Remington Rapid Cut Hair Clipper. hc4250AU 

$99 



PROFESSIONAL 


Cordless convenience, with 
40-minute run-time and 50 
precision settings for various 
styles and lengths. VS Sassoon 
'Pro 50' Intensive Cutting 
Performance Hair Clipper. VS955A 
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rwUlTI-FACETED 

groomer 


The Lithium-powered battery 
operation provides up to 60 
minutes of cordless usage time, 
and the titanium-infused trimmer 
blade allows for fine, detailed 
styling and trimming. Plus, the 
rubberised non-slip grip is the 
definition of modern convenience. 
Remington 'Cutting Edge' 

4-in-1 Multi-Groomer. pg525AU 

$49 


INCLUDES urmcHmms: 

• 30mm trimmer • Mini shaver • 3x clip-on comb 
guides • Body hair trimmer • Body hair comb 
(3x lengths) • Adjustable beard & moustache comb 
• Linear nose, ear & eyebrow attachment 
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define YOUR 
STYLE 




This professional-grade cordless trimmer features 
five different head attachments, allowing you to 
define your individual style. It includes a facial foil 
shaver, a rotary blade for fine trimming (ears and 
nose), a 3mm comb for shaving large areas (chest, 
stomach, back, shoulders and beard) and a 7mm 
precision blade for tidying sideburns. 

VS Sassoon 'Lithium Pro' Face & Body Trimmer. vsm7420A 

$89 



vacuum CHAMBER 
for NO MESS 


Remington 


This innovative device features 
built-in vacuum technology 
which eliminates any mess as 
you trim your beard, sideburns 
or neckline. The stainless steel 
blades and adjustable beard 
comb provide a smooth, sleek 
trimming experience. 
Remington 'VacGroom' 2-in-1 
Beard Trimmer. mb6550AU 

$58 


I 



Style your stubble with the 
latest cutting-edge technology. 
Featuring a unique contouring 
flex head, a built-in LED display 
and a motorised all-in-one 
'stubble comb guide', this 
trimmer epitomises precision, 
convenience and comfort. 

VS Sassoon 'Lithium Pro' 

Stubble Trimmer. vsm7898a 

$99 
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PROFESSIONAL 

QUALITY 


Harvey Ndrmaii 

Online | Mobile | In Store 


TO BUY ONLINE, VISIT HARVEYNORMAN.COM.AU 

OR CALL 1300 464 278 (1300 GO HARVEY) 

Harvey Norman stores are operated by 
independent franchisees. Ends 15/11/15. 
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NEW-CAR PRICES 
OUR GARAGE 


f Subscribe 
to Wheels and 

I S/OTEZS"^" 

^ Go to magshop.com.au/wheels 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 



LIMITED TIME OFFER: FREE NAVI PACK” 
ACROSS THE SKODA YETI RANGE. 

Free Navi Pack~ valued up to $2,090 includes: 

♦ New Generation 6.5" Satellite Navigation 

♦ Metallic Paint 

♦ Privacy Glass 



Yetr4x4 OutdooT- 
103TDI DSG-^ 


skoda.com.au 


“Free Navi Pack available at no cost at participating SKODA dealers for Model Year 2016 Yeti 
vehicles (built after 24/05/2015) sold and delivered by 31 December 2015. Whilst stocks last. 


Member of the Volkswagen Group 





Editor’s letter 


GLENN BUTLER 



SO IT^S TRUE. VOLKSWAGEN, THE WORLD^S TOP-SELLING GAR GOMPANY, GHEATED. 
AND NOW IT^S PAGING A MULTI -BILLION DOLLAR FINE AND MASSIVE DAMAGE TO 
ITS REPUTATION WORLDWIDE. 


But that’s only the first surge of a tidal wave 
that could drown the company, and engulf the 
entire automotive industry. This is the biggest 
automotive scandal in modern times. This is not 
a poorly fitted floor mat fouling an accelerator 
pedal, or a faulty ignition. Neither is it an 
attempt to cover up shortfalls in tyre quality. 

And it’s worse than the 34 million unit Takata 
recall over airbags that had the potential to send 
shrapnel into occupants. 

Those high-profile faults were largely results of 
oversights. Dieselgate is worse, because it was not 
a mistake. Volkswagen planned to cheat. 

Volkswagen AG, to its credit, acted quickly once 
the world learned of its deception - ironically 
thanks to diesel advocate John German (for 
more on him and the whole Dieselgate saga. 


toxic gas is reprehensible. But the legal issue here 
is yet to be tested. The answer lies somewhere in 
the US Clean Air Act, a document that runs to 465 
pages and was last updated in 2004. 

I have two questions: Does the wording provide 
wriggle room for a car to be engineered with a 
Test-bed’ emissions tolerance different to its real- 
world emissions? And are such devices legal? 

Like any legal document, it’s word-heavy and 
full of interdependent and nested clauses. I’m no 
lawyer, but Section 202 could answer that first 
question: “Such standards shall be applicable to 
such vehicles and engines for their useful life...” 

Then there’s clause 4a, which directly addresses 
defeat devices: “Effective with respect to vehicles 
and engines manufactured after model year 1978, 
no emission control device, system, or element of 


Morally and ethically, VW’s deception 


is reprehensible. But did it break the law? 


our coverage begins on page 12). CEO Martin 
Winterkorn apologised on behalf of the company 
he led for almost nine years, for breaking the trust 
of its customers and the public. VW then admitted 
that the problem encompassed 11 million VW, 

Audi and Skoda vehicles, far more than the initial 
482,000 alleged by the EPA in the US. Winterkorn 
offered his resignation to the VW Group board. It 
was accepted. As we go to press, more heads are 
set to roll. 

So we know VW cheated. We know they are 
sorry. We know heads are rolling. We know they 
have vowed to do everything possible to rectify 
the situation and win back consumer trust. And 
we know this will mire VW in financial hardship 
for years to come. The total bill could hit $72b, 
says investment bank JP Morgan. 

But one big question remains: Did VW break 
the law? 

Morally and ethically, Volkswagen’s deception 
to vastly understate real-world emissions of a 


design shall be used in a new motor vehicle or new 
motor vehicle engine for purposes of complying 
with requirements prescribed under this title if 
such device, system, or element of design will 
cause or contribute to an unreasonable risk to 
public health, welfare, or safety in its operation 
or function.” 

The Dieselgate story still has much to tell, and it 
may be years before the courts decide if VW broke 
the law. One thing is certain: Finding the answer 
will make many lawyers richer, on both sides. 





Sound of silence 

AS WHEELS goes to press, 
the impact on Australian 
owners of VW, Audi and 
Skoda models implicated 
in the Dieselgate scandal 
remains unclear. VW head 
office was quick to respond, 
but it’s now 12 days later 
and the Australian importer 
has been deafeningly 
silent the whole time. 

The ramifications of any 
premature communications 
on their part could be 
significant, but their silence 
only gives speculation 
and rumour more time 
to run wild. VW, Audi and 
Skoda have all prospered 
in Australia thanks to their 
diesel models. I suspect 
there are lean times ahead. 
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Love the new 
carsnnell but 
not the new 
car price? 

Like it. Lease it 

If you lease it with LeasePlan, you get all the new car benefits 
without the hefty price tag. Use Wheels to choose the best car 
for you. Then find out how much money you can save by visiting 

leaseplan.com.au /wheels 
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It’s easier to leaseplan 
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Castrol EDGE is our strongest and most advanced range of engine oils, 
giving you the confidence to be in perfect sync with your car and push the 
boundaries of performance. This is why Volkswagen recommends Castrol EDGE. 


•^Castrol 


Castrol EDGE provides strength for maximum performance 


Redline 

NEWS, VIEWS AND A BRUSH WITH THE LIMITER 



World’s #1 carmaker in turmoiI:^^8 

• Admits cheating emissions tests 

• 11 million cars affected 

• CEO Winterkom quits 

• Vehicles withdrawn from sale 

• Massive fines, class-action lawsuits 


► NOVEMBER 2015 






The man who brought down 

THE man who brought a German car giant to its knees is, 
ironically, named John German. Even more ironically, he 
had actually set out to show Americans how clean diesel 
engines are. John works for the International Council on 
Clean Transportation, a small non-profit organisation, 
and says he never set out to uncover a fraud. But when 


vw 

he road-tested two VWs diesels he was shocked they 
returned five to 35 times the official figures. He thought 
the cars must be faulty, but when re-tested on a rolling 
road they met the official numbers. The Michigan-based 
former Chrysler engineer smelt a rat, reported it to the 
EPA, and the rest is history... 




What vw did 


Software code known as a “defeat device” 
detects when the car is being emissions tested 
and alters engine performance to reduce 
nitrogen oxide (NOx) levels. When the defeat 
device is not active the car’s emissions can be 
up to 35 times high£r^^^^^^^^^_ 


An independ^t clean air advocacy group, 
the International Council on Clean Transport 
(ICCT), tested a VW Jetta, Passat and BMW X5 


NOx is toxic 


ieselpate: 


The facts 


VW Australia is yet to reveal how many of the 
11 million affected vehicles were sold locally. 
Models fitted with the defeat device all have 
four-cylinder diesel engines. They include 
numerous VW, Audi and Skoda models, from 
2007 to 2015 (see full list on page 15). 

*See WheelsMag.com.au for the latest developments 


VOLKSWAGEN has been caught 
cheating on the US emissions 
test, and the impact could 
spread far beyond potentially 
bankrupting the world’s biggest 
car company. 

The German car giant has 
been ordered to recall 482,000 
Golfs, Jettas, Passats, Beetles and 
Audi A3s in the US built between 
2009 and 2014 after researchers 
discovered ‘defeat’ software 
built into four-cylinder diesel 
engines. The coding activated full 
exhaust emissions controls when 
it detected the car undergoing 
regulatory emissions tests. 

The defeat software is not 
active during real-world driving, 
resulting in nitrogen oxide 
emissions up to 35 times higher, 
alleges the US Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Exposure to NOx (especially 
nitrogen dioxide) can cause 
severe lung and heart disease, as 
well as an increased susceptibility 
to asthma, allergies and airborne 
infections. The toxic gas is also 
linked to SIDS, miscarriages and 
birth defects. Experts say it is a 
factor in thousands of deaths a 
year in Europe, where almost half 
of all cars sold are diesels. 

In the days immediately 


knew about serious discrepancies 
and acted to protect one of its 
biggest employers. Germany’s 
auto industry employs 750,000 
workers and exported 4.1 million 
vehicles in 2014 worth an 
estimated €322b. 

Other German manufacturers, 
including BMW and Mercedes- 
Benz, have been forced to defend 
their own diesel models and deny 
they too falsified test results. 

The EPA has flagged its 
intention to investigate other 
VW Group diesel engines. 

Whether the EA189 diesels 
also effectively bypass less severe 
emissions regulations in Europe 
and Australia was unclear as 
Wheels went to press. 

Investment bank JP Morgan 
says the potential $25. 8b fine VW 
faces in the US - almost $54,000 
per vehicle affected - is Just the 
start of a crippling financial toll 
on the world’s biggest carmaker 
that it predicts will hit $72. 5b. 

VW faces multi-million-dollar 
legal bills defending itself against 
civil lawsuits - 25 class actions 
were reportedly initiated in 
the first three days on behalf 
of disgruntled customers, VW 
dealers and investment funds 
seeking damages. It may also 

k. 


for real world emissions and discovered the 
two VWs produced extremely high levels of 
NOx. The BMW performed as expected. The 
IGGT’s findings were then handed over to the 
US EPA for official action. 


VW GEO Martin Winterkorn has already 
resigned and experts expect this issue to 
plague VW financially and commercially for 
years. Volkswagen faces a maximum fine of 
$US18 billion by the US EPA. 


The most harmful NOx component 
produced by diesel cars is nitrogen 
dioxide (N02), a gas linked ^ 

to severe lung and heart . 

disease, and respiratory . 
problems. Australia’s — 

air is among the 
cleanest in the 
world, but more than 
3000 Aussies die from "v 


polluted air annually. That’s three times the 
number that die in car crashes. 


following the EPA’s September 18 
emissions cheating revelation, 
VW’s market capitalisation fell 
$42 billion, wiping a third off the 
company’s value. Sales of all VW 
diesels in the US were suspended. 
Ganada, Switzerland, Italy and 
VW’s home market of Germany 
quickly followed suit. 

“Discrepancies relate to 
vehicles with EA189 engines, 
involving some 11 million 
vehicles worldwide,” 

VW announced. 

“A noticeable 
deviation 
between bench 
test results and 
actual road use 
was established 
solely for this 
type of engine.” 

The vehicle total 
includes 2.1m Audis and 
1.2m Skodas. All brands have 
sold cars in Australia fitted with 
the offending EA189 turbo-diesel 
engine, though neither VW, Skoda 
nor Audi have yet revealed how 
many Australian cars are affected, 
or what steps will be taken locally 
to address the deception. 

The scandal’s toll on executives 
has been heavy, and shows no 
sign of abating 11 days in as 


Wheels goes to print. VW Group 
GEO Martin Winterkorn has 
been removed, and press agency 
Reuters reported that German 
prosecutors are investigating him 
over “allegations of fraud in the 
sale of cars with manipulated 
emissions data”. 

Reuters also reported that a 
number of R&D chiefs have been 
suspended, including VW Group 
technical development boss 
Ulrich Hackenberg, VW 
brand development 
chief Heinz -Jakob 
Neusser, and 
Porsche head 
of drivetrain 
development 
Wolfgang Hatz. 

The day before he 
resigned, Winterkorn 
said he was stunned at 
I scale of misconduct. “I 
personally am deeply sorry that 
we have broken the trust of our 
customers and the public,” he 
said. 

Porsche GEO and VW Group 
veteran Matthias Muller was 
confirmed as his successor, 
vowing to restore trust. 

Dieselgate also hit the German 
parliament, with allegations that 
Angela Merkel’s government 


Volkswagen has deliberately cheated its way 
past stringent US emissions laws by fitting 
software to 11 million diesel-powered cars. 
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Redline 



New boss: "We must restore trust” 


NEW VW CEO Matthias Muller has pledged to win back 
consumer trust in the wake of Dieselgate. The 30-year 
VW Group veteran, drafted in from Porsche to replace 
the deposed Martin Winterkorn, said the company would 
still aim for industry leadership, but in compliance with 
standards. "My most urgent task is to win back trust for 


the Volkswagen Group - by leaving no stone unturned and 
with maximum transparency, as well as drawing the right 
conclusions from the current situation," he said. "Under 
my leadership, Volkswagen will do everything it can to 
develop and implement the most stringent compliance 
and governance standards in our industry." 


► NOVEMBER 2015 



DIESEL MARKET SHARE 

DIESEL cars dominate the 
European new vehicle market, 
based on 2014 sales figures. 
That may change as a result 
of the VW scandal 
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Fines in the US would 
exceed $25 billion if VW is 
hit with the maximum penalties 



have to buy back affected cars. 

Volkswagen has earmarked 
$10.4b to fund the US recall. 

While some commentary 
argued that Germany would 
defend its biggest company as it 
prepared to quadruple its refugee 
intake, other voices said leniency 
could not be allowed. 

“The US government must show 
that it will not tolerate systematic 
and brazen lawbreaking. It can 
- and should - pursue heavy fines 
against the company and criminal 
charges against individual 
executives,” The Washington Post 
newspaper thundered. 

Amid all the Dieselgate 
invective and speculation, 
one point is clear: It was no 
accident. Winterkorn referred 
to misconduct - adding that he 
was not aware he had personally 
offended - while VW’s top man in 
the US, Michael Horn, said: “Our 
company was dishonest ... we 
have totally screwed up.” 

The frank admissions are 
refreshing - and in line with PR 
101 on handling a crisis - but their 
necessity undercuts most possible 


defences VW might offer, while 
leaving it vulnerable as a target for 
public disgust. 

Ramifications for the VW brand 
could be enormous, branding 
expert Mark Ritson told Wheels. 

“It is a gigantic cluster- f--k of 
all proportions,” Ritson said. 

“This is going to be bigger than 
ExxonMobil.” 

Ritson, an associate professor 
of marketing with Melbourne 
Business School, and with a 
history of consulting to brands 
such as Adidas and Pepsi, agrees 
that financial liabilities for VW 
will easily dwarf the $US4.3b the 
oil company says it spent on the 
1989 Exxon Valdez spill disaster. 

Fines in the US alone would 
exceed $25b if Volkswagen were 
hit with the maximum penalties 
prescribed by the Clean Air Act. 

Given the surge of class actions, 
and the likelihood of draining 
demands from regulators and 
consumers elsewhere, might 
the industry leader collapse 
altogether? Ritson observed that 
VW faced not only fines, the cost 
of recalls and actions from angry 


customers, but also lawsuits 
mounted on health grounds and 
potentially even claims from 
rival car companies for deceptive 
market behaviour. 

“The idea that VW as a brand 
will fold is unlikely,” Ritson said. 
“But I can’t imagine the VW Group 
will stay in one piece, because of 
the financial whirlwind that is 
about to hit them.” 

The 12-brand VW Group 
includes Volkswagen, Audi, 

Bentley, Lamborghini, Porsche, 

Seat and Skoda, as well as Scania 
and MAN trucks. Its profit last 
year of $17b was driven primarily 
by Audi and Porsche. 

Early divestments in a sell-off 
could include the presently very 
profitable Porsche, for which VW 
paid €4.5b for the remaining half 
in 2012. 

While it might also sell Audi, 
that could be troublesome because 
the luxury brand shares so many 
platforms with more utilitarian 
Volkswagens. A mooted foray 
into FI racing could be canned, 
an outcome with unknown 
consequences for the Red Bull 
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What it means for you 

IF YOU own a VW diesel, you're probably wondering 
"how does this affect me?" Advice for owners has 
been scarce from the company. As we went to press 
Volkswagen Australia still hadn't confirmed if local cars 
are impacted, though it seems inevitable. The most 
likely course of action will be a recall so VW can rectify 


the situation. To find out if your car is affected, contact 
your local VW dealer or VW Customer Care on 1800 
607 822. If you feel as a consumer Volkswagen has 
wronged you, the Australia Competition and Consumer 
Commission is the best source for advice. The ACCC 
can be contacted on 1300 302 502. 




THE VW SCANDAL NOT 
ONLY ENDED THE REIGN OF 
CEO MARTIN WINTERKORN 
(ABOVE, LEFT); GERMAN 
CHANCELLOR ANGELA 
MERKEL (ABOVE, RIGHT) 

IS UNDER PRESSURE AMID 
REPORTS HER GOVERNMENT 
IGNORED WARNINGS OVER 
VOLKSWAGEN'S 
EMISSIONS TEST RIGGING 


m 


The first 2.0-litre turbo-diesel EA189 
built; VW announces aim to be world 
number one by 2018 

West Virginia University publishes 
NOx report citing Volkswagen 

VW America issues a voluntary 
recall to EA189 engine 

VW Group posts 10m sales for the 
first time in a calendar year (in 2014) 

VW brand CEO Martin Winterkorn ousts 
Ferdinand Piech as VW Group chairman 

VW Group overtakes Toyota and 
achieves aim of being the biggest 
carmaker globally, three years early 


EPA goes public with its 
findings; 482,000 VW vehicles are 
affected in the US 

Jwinterkorn apologises 

• irre gularities 

JVW shares fall 19 
percent on the news; VW America 
CEO Michael Horn admits: “We have 
totally screwed up” 

053^ Shares drop another 20pc; 
class actions kick off in North 
America and the United Kingdom 

Wi U winterkorn resigns as CEO 
under pressure from the board 


Canada withdraws 
diesels from sale 

German government claims 
defeat devices also fitted in Europe, 
the world’s biggest diesel market 


VW Group board announces Matthias 
Muller as new chairman and CEO 








Resale values first to suffer 



ONE expected result of Dieselgate is that 
second-hand Volkswagens will fall in value, at 
least in the short term in Australia. Ross Booth, 
general manager of Redbook, one of Australia's 
largest vehicle valuation companies, says the 
impact will stretch well beyond the affected 


models. "This is more about perception of the 
brand, which very much drives used values," 
Booth told us. "The entire VW range is getting 
tarnished. When you buy a car it's all about 
trust, and if they've lied about that, what else 
have they lied about?" 
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DIESELGATE 


columnist Tom Elliott captured 
that sentiment neatly, saying he 
doubted he would replace his 
own petrol-powered Tiguan with 
another VW. 

“As an owner, I’m pretty 
shocked; you accept that 
companies often make mistakes 
with cars but this one was 
intentional and that’s what 
worries me,” he told Wheels. 

Miller pointed to the sharp 
fall in VW share prices in the 
first days of the affair as driven 
not only by the direct costs 
confronting VW but also by 
investors predicting a falling away 
of respect for the brand. 

“It’s going to be a fantastic case 
study for decades to come. How 
these guys handle themselves 
internationally and locally is going 
to be very significant. 

“The brand as it is presented in 
Australia is Das Auto. That means: 
The Car. This is the car. In other 
words, we’re the leader and you’re 
all inferior. That’s great, so long 
as everyone trusts you. But if your 
word has proven to be unreliable, 
you’re going to have to change 
your branding.” 

Miller said the silence from VW 
Australia in the first days after the 
news broke was understandable, 
as they would have been told 


by head office to “shut up and 
let us handle it”. That reticence, 
however, left owners wondering if 
their cars were affected and, if so, 
what to expect. A possible recall 
program would probably result in 
your diesel VW not driving as well. 

It remains unclear whether VW 
would offer to buy back affected 
vehicles - a decision that, if 
extended worldwide, would cost 
it more than the $10b set aside to 
deal with the issue. 

Miller expects other 
manufacturers will be dragged 
into the mess, not because 
they had done the same thing 
necessarily but because a 
spotlight has been thrown on 
the inadequacy of current testing 
regimes, where most of the testing 
is done by the manufacturer. 

Meanwhile, as the Australian 
Competition and Consumer 
Commission announced a probe 
into VW, Ritson suggests the only 
thing the local importer can do at 
this point “is pray”. 

Many others in the industry 
will be doing likewise because the 
furore has the potential to affect 
not only VW but also diesel in 
general, and possibly even petrol- 
engined cars if testing regimes are 
changed significantly. 

WHEELS STAFF 


“Our [VW Tiguan] is a petrol one 
and not a diesel, so in a sense it’s 
not affected by this issue, but it just 
opens a Pandora’s box. If a company 
makes a genuine mistake, that I 
get, because nothing is perfect. But 
it’s when they deliberately set out 
to deceive that just says to me that 
the culture of the place, there’s 
something wrong with it.” 

In a nod to the huge and ongoing 
financial consequences the scandal 
presents for VW, Elliott said he would 
not buy another car from the brand. 

“Let’s put it this way. If there was 
only one car to choose from. I’d just 
hope they wouldn’t do it again. But 
there’s lots of choice. Usually when I 
buy something like that it’s a matter 
of excluding things if you’ve got so 
much choice, so it would be 
‘No Volkswagen.’ 

“That would be my response.” 


team (said to be Audi’s target) and 
Aussie Daniel Ricciardo. 

Ritson said one thing that 
could rescue the group would be 
a successful argument that its 
intentions had been better than 
they looked on the surface. 

“If they can show that they 
weren’t engaging in a massive 
fraud of emissions standards, that 
will allow them to make a case 
and defend some problems that 
are coming,” he said. “But I’d be 
very surprised if it isn’t what it 
appears to be, which is criminal 
malfeasance on a global level.” 

How could such an innovative 
and successful carmaker, which 
this year overtook Toyota as the 
world’s biggest by volume, have 
reached such a point? 

Former Toyota Australia 
marketing boss Bob Miller, now 
a business lecturer at Macquarie 
University, offered a hypothetical 
scenario that many would find 
disturbingly plausible. 

“Let me tell you what my guess 
is,” he said - while emphasising 
that he had no knowledge of the 
internal workings of Volkswagen. 

“In a corporation like that, there 
would be people - senior people - 
whose specific task was to provide 


a range of engines that matched 
the various emissions standards 
in the world. There would have 
been a timetable for the launch of 
the next model. And that brings 
certain pressures. 

“I can certainly imagine the 
scenario where a chief engineer 
towers over his executives at the 
conference table, smacks his hand 
on the table and frightens the hell 
out of everybody, and says the 
magic words: ‘Whatever it takes.’ 

“It seems a pretty likely 
circumstance to me, [as someone] 
who has survived many table- 
thumping meetings.” 

Part of the reason for the sharp 
backlash in the US is the suspicion 
from customers that VW took 
them for fools, with advertising 
there having specifically lauded its 
clean diesel cars. 

Miller said the biggest challenge 
for VW - here and overseas - 
would be to handle the social 
media response to the scandal. 

An attack on VW’s honesty would 
corrode customer loyalty, because 
people would not remain loyal to 
a brand they felt had 
betrayed them. 

Melbourne radio 
host and newspaper 
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covering up?” 


TOM ELLIOTT is a finance expert, 
radio host and Wheels columnist. He 


also owns a VW. And he’s not happy. 

“I’m pretty shocked because you 
accept that companies often make 
mistakes with cars, but this one was 
intentional and that’s what worries 
me. I think ‘Gee, are they covering up 
anything else?’ 


“WhateseisVW 



Models at the 

VOLKSWAGEN brands 
are still to confirm which 
Australian models are 
affected, but these are 
the cars sold in Australia 
between 2007 and 2015 


heart of Dieselgate 


fitted with the EA189 
2.0-litre TDI engine: 

VW Jetta (2010-current) 
VWGolf MK6 (2009-12) 
VWTiguan (2010-14) 

VW Eos (2010-14) 


Audi A1 (2011-15) 
Audi A3 (2009-13) 
Audi A4 (2007-12) 
Audi A5 (2007-12) 
Audi A6 (2011-15) 
Audi TT (2010-14) 


Audi 03 (2010-15) 

Audi 05 (2010-12) 

Skoda Octavia (2010-12) 
Skoda Superb (2010-13) 
Skoda Yeti (2009-13) 
Models with the EA189 


engine sold in other 
markets include the VW 
Beetle (our Beetle had 
the older 1.9 diesel) and 
Passat (made in Mexico; 
our Passats are German). 



“These events will 
accelerate the demise 
of diesel in Europe” 

- UBS automotive industry 
analyst Philippe Houchois 


“I don’t think 
you can do 
something like 
this hiding in 
the bushes.” 

- Renault-Nissan CEO 
Carlos Ghosn 


“Germany’s 
entire auto 
industry is at 
stake here” 

- Berlin’s Tagesspiegel 
newspaper 


“VW is 
the Lance 
Armstrong of 
automakers” 

- Industry analyst Max 
Warburton 


“Our company was 
dishonest. In my 
German words, we 
totally screwed up.” 

- VW America president Michael Horn 


“This is not a minor 
subject; it’s not about 
speed or the quality of 
leather. What we are 
dealing with is making 
sure people avoid being 
poisoned by pollution.” 

- French Finance Minister Michael Sapin 


THEYHAVE ORM... BACK N 973 


THIS is not the first time the US Environmental 
Protection Agency has taken Volkswagen to task over 
so-called emission control ‘defeat devices’. 

In July 1973 - that’s right, 42 years ago - the EPA took 
legal action against the company over the sale of 25,000 
vehicles sold with two such defeat devices. 

The EPA said: “The ‘defeat devices’ consist of two 
temperature sensing switches which deactivate part 
of the emissions control system. One cuts out the 
exhaust gas recirculation system at low temperatures 
... the other overrides the transmission controlled spark 
advance system at low temperatures.” 

VW admitted no wrongdoing, but paid a $US120,000 
fine. At the same time, the EPA ordered Ford, GM, 
Chrysler and Toyota to stop using similar devices. 


ACTION 
AND REACTION 


“Using a defeat device 
in cars to evade clean 
air standards is 
illegal and a threat 
to public health.” 

- EPA enforcement officer 
Cynthia Giles 


“I am endlessly 
sorry that we 
betrayed the 
trust of millions 
of people.” 

- VW Group CEO Martin Winterkorn, 
prior to stepping down 
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Borgward exhumed 

THE Borgward badge, last featured on a 
production car in 1961, has been resurrected 
and now graces the distinctive nose of the 
Chinese-built BX7 SUV. Powered by a 165kW 
2.0-litre four-cylinder turbocharged petrol 
engine, the BX-7 will also be offered in 220kW 


hybrid guise. An all-wheel-drive chassis 
underpins the BX-7 and a dual-clutch automatic 
transmission is set to be offered. The company, 
bankrolled by Chinese industrial giant Foton, is 
targeting sales of 800,000 per year by 2020 
and 16m annually by 2025. 
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HSVGEN 
BLOWS n 


The LSA is the small-block 
with major muscle. We first 
saw it here in the 2013 HSV 
GTS, but prior to that it had 
been shoehorned into the 
2009 Cadillac CTS-V and 
the 2012 Camaro ZLl. 


Supercharged LSA V8 boosts Clubsport, 
Tourer, Maloo and Senator to 400kW 


HSV has given its range a 
significant shot in the arm by 
rolling out the supercharged LSA 
V8 across the lion’s share of its 
line-up, as predicted by Wheels in 
our September issue. 

Forced induction versions of the 
Clubsport R8 Sedan and Tourer 
as well as Maloo and Senator 
Signature models will deliver 


400kW and 671Nm, up by 60kW 
and lOlNm on their naturally 
aspirated LS3 predecessors. 

HSV has been tight-lipped 
regarding on-road performance 
gains but, as expected, the 
Clubsport LSA is only being 
offered with a manual gearbox 
to preserve the performance 
advantage of the brand’s 


flagship automatic GTS sedan. 

The 6.2-litre LS3 continues to 
be offered in the Grange, with 
atmo Maloo R8 and Clubsport R8 
models arriving in dealers in the 
first quarter of next year, with 
power creeping up to 340kW. 

Spreading the LSA love further 
across the range has resulted in 
some serious bang for your buck. 


WHAT GETS WHAT? 

^ LSA GTS 430kW 

p LSA Clubsport R8 LSA, Tourer 
R8 LSA, Maloo R8 LSA, 
Senator Signature 40ok'‘ 

> LS3 Grange, (Clubsport R8, 
Maloo R8-Q1 2016) 340k 
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Toyota^s CX-3 beater due in 2016 


TOYOTA will introduce its rival to the popular 
Mazda CX-3 in 2016. Priced and sized below 
the venerable RAV4, the as-yet unnamed 
production version of the C-HR concept (left) 
will be revealed on March 3 at the Geneva 
motor show, before being rolled out globally. 


The C-HR is rumoured to usher in a range of 
fresh four-cylinder petrol engines, including 
direct-injection turbo units as small as 
1.2 litres. It's due in Australia in the last 
quarter of next year, and should be priced 
from about $20,000. 


Consider for a moment that 
the Clubsport R8 LSA develops 
more power than a Ferrari F50 yet 
retails for $80,990. 

The Maloo R8 LSA shaves four 
grand off that price, making it less 
than you’d expect to pay for an 
upper-echelon hot hatch like the 
Audi RS3 Sportback. 

The auto-only R8 Tourer LSA 


at $85,990 develops more power 
than a $157K Mercedes C63AMG 
S wagon, making it one of the 
world’s most rapid load-luggers. 

Aside from the engine 
upgrades, the LSA-engined 
models get beefier springs and 
dampers, with a stiffer rear-end 
promising superior braking. 

The styling has come in for a 


few sympathetic nips and tucks, 
with ‘pitch black’ bonnet vents, 
mirror cappings and fender 
breathers. Restyled side skirts, 
spoilers, rear diffuser and a new 
five- spoke alloy wheel design help 
revitalise the VF theme. 

“The changes we’ve made to 
exterior styling evolve the current 
design language and give the 


GEN-F2 range distinctive street 
presence,” said HSV managing 
director Tim Jackson. 

At the top of the range, the 
$95,990 HSV GTS remains 
mechanically unchanged, but gets 
a subtle restyle that includes 
20-inch 10-spoke alloy wheels 
and a reprofiled body kit. 

ANDY ENRIGHT 



To complement the LSA 
engine, upgrades include an 
uprated cooling system, a 
high-flow exhaust system, 
a 9.9-inch differential 
plus beefier drive 
L and prop-shafts.- 


SO YOU think the LSA is just a 6.2-litre LS3 with a supercharger bolted on? Think again. The 
supercharged unit is built to be 20 percent stronger than the LS3 short-block and features higher- 
grade rods, pistons and cranks to handle the additional power. The beefier head on the LSA has 
also been redesigned to handle the altered forced induction fuel/air combustion process. Factor 
in detail changes such as piston oil squirters, a higher-volume oil pump and a vastly different 
compression ratio and it’s clear the LSA is more than just a go-faster version of the base LS3. 







Rotary future for Mazda 

LARGELY overlooked amidst the rest of the 
Frankfurt motor show headlines was Mazda's 
commitment to continue development of the 
rotary engine. Mazda's president, Masamichi 
Kogai, confirmed that the company retains a 
rotary engine development team and claimed 


its staff was working "very enthusiastically" 
towards future vehicular applications. That 
may not be as the sole powerplant for a 
production car, however. Mazda has applied 
for patents utilising a compact rotary engine 
as a hybrid range extender. 








Development run 

OUR spy photographers have already 
snapped the Insignia testing in the Alps . 
Despite the heavy camouflage, the coupe- 
like roofline is obvious, and its hindquarters 
have a shape that is similar to that of 
the Audi A7. Insignia is expected to grow 
physically, yet Opel also aims to reduce 
weight by 200kg compared to the current 
model's 1428kg starting weight. 


Forget V8s. GM twin-turbo V6 
and all-wheel drive slated to 
feed Oz’s performance hunger 


HAVING confirmed that the 
Chevrolet SS will die alongside 
the V8 Commodore at the end 
of 2017, Stefan Jacoby, president 
of GM International, said Holden 
performance fans will still “get 
exactly what they want, based 
on different technology” once the 
nameplate is fully imported. 

Holden fans had been hoping 
that Detroit would develop a 
new rear-drive V8 Chevrolet SS in 
right-hand drive form. However 


with Jacoby nailing the SS’s 
coffin shut at the Frankfurt show, 
Holden is more likely to offer a 
sportier version of the car you 
see here: the 2017 Opel Insignia. 

Our artist’s impression is your 
first look at the car strongly 
tipped to underpin the next- 
generation imported Commodore. 
A performance variant would 
likely to use a twin-turbo V6 
driving all four wheels. The 
current Opel Insignia VXR uses 
a 239kW/435Nm twin-turbo V6, 
but the engine has been hobbled 


to fit the limited torque capacity 
of the six-speed auto with which 
it is paired. 

Not offering a V8 might sound 
like sacrilege, but don’t ignore the 
ability of this future Commodore 
V6. Holden has a great heritage 
with performance six-cylinder 
cars (Torana XU-1 and VL Turbo). 

“The world is obviously 
changing and the eight- cylinder 
period is coming to an end, 
and the rear- wheel drive is just 


difficult to justify on a dedicated 
single-vehicle architecture for 
Australia,” Jacoby said. 

Boasting a sporty look that’s 
almost four-door coupe in 
design, the next-gen Insignia 
grows significantly, meaning it 
should meet the space demands 
of Aussie families. Its length is 
expected to stretch 100mm, a 
jump that will see the Insignia go 
from one of the smallest cars in 
its class, to one of the biggest. A 
longer wheelbase should also see 
it equal, if not better, the interior 


Another local change will 
be the suspension tuning, with 
Holden retaining its Lang Lang 
test facility for the development 
of an Aussie-specific chassis 
set-up, and calibration of all 
drive trains. 

Bread and butter versions 
of the next Commodore will 
be front- wheel drive. But 
performance junkies shouldn’t 
fret, as stepping up the range will 
see the inclusion of all-wheel 
drive models. 

Expect any HSV offering to 


space of the current 
VFil Commodore. 

Don’t be surprised 
if Holden ^ves 
Australian versions 
styli g differentiation 
from European 
Insignias, with the 
production car tipped to 
adopt many of the styling 
cues from the stunning 
Monza coupe concept shown 
Frankfurt in 2013. 


at 
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Renault and Nissan **not in competition” 


RENAULT-NISSAN Alliance CEO Carlos Ghosn has 
told the media that comparing the two brands 
is pointless. That's despite the fact that Nissan 
makes up more than two-thirds of the pair's sales, 
yet Renault has 45 percent of voting rights for 
the alliance. "There is no optimum size between 


the two companies because from the beginning 
the companies are not in competition," Ghosn 
said. "There is not a kind of power play between 
the two companies ... A lot of people - particularly 
the media - spend their time comparing Nissan to 
Renault. It's irrelevant." 



take advantage of the grip provided 
by the all-paw underpinnings, as 
well as concerted efforts by Opel’s 
performance arm OPC to make 
its performance products more 
competitive with high-performance 
rivals from other manufacturers. 

While Jacoby stopped short 
of confirming the next-gen 
Insignia will replace Commodore, 
when asked if there may be a 
gap between the Commodore’s 
death and the introduction of its 
imported replacement, he replied: 

“I don’t think so.” 

He also reiterated GM’s aim to 
retain a high-performance family 
sedan in Oz, just one that won’t 
use V8 power. 

“From the heritage point of 
view, there’s a lot of capabilities 


in respect of sporty vehicles and 
in respect of high-performance 
powertrains - Commodore and 
so on - which will definitely be 
further utilised.” 

Jacoby added that while the V8’s 
immediate future is sealed, CM 
may offer a rear-drive V8 sports car 
further down the track. 

“You know that we will have a 
sports car, and most likely that 
sports car will have a V8 engine.” 

Just don’t expect it to be 
affordable, or to see it any time 
soon. Right-hand drive versions 
of the new, sixth- gen Chevrolet 
Camaro aren’t being considered 
and an updated version of the 
Corvette won’t arrive until 2018 at 
the earliest. 

ALEX INWOOD 



AFTER a slow start in the mid-1990s, Holden’s 


Opel-sourced Astra ended up being a big success. 
But its best year, 2005 (34,218 units), also marked 
the beginning of its downfall as combined Astra and 
Viva (rebadged Daewoo Lacetti) sales dried up. Cruze 
replaced both in 2009 and hit a sales peak of 33,789 
units in 2011, but slipped to 18,554 last year, and is 
down a further 18 percent this year. It seems new 
Astra can’t land here soon enough. For a preview of 
its prospects, turn to page 38 of this issue. 
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Next BT-50 could be a Hilux 


THE next Mazda BT-50 could use Toyota Hilux 
underpinnings. The current model, based on 
the Ford Ranger, has not met sales expectations 
and has been removed from European markets. 
"We need to come up to a better solution," said 
Mazda executive Masahiro Moro. While Toyota 


I has been big on hybrids, it hasn't optimised 
its engines the way Mazda has through its 
'SkyActiv' program. The partnership could see 
Toyota benefit from Mazda's engines in return 
for its Hilux chassis, but it won't happen until 
1 the next-gen BT-50, due in 2020. 


MAZDA has confirmed it will 
debut a new targa-like eiectiic 
roof for lt& upcoming ND MX-5 
Roadster Coupe. 

WhesEs has learned that the 
second 'closed' version of the 
Japanese coupe icon will feature 
a sleeker silhouette than the 
previous version's abrupt three- 
box shape. 

It will be dominated by a thick 
fixed B -pillar and curved rear glass 
in a fashion said to be similar 
in concept to that of the current 
Porsche 911 Targa. 

According to an insider, the 
single-piece window and boot 
compartment cover will lift 
electrically while the panel 


above the occupant's ’ 
can be stowed in one 
electrically operated moveineiiL 

Crucially, the operation can be 
performed while the vehicle is in 
motion, imHke in the NC MX-5 
Roadster Coupe sold in Australia 
from 2006 to 2014. 

It is believed thsit the shift 
to the new roof-folding system 
liberates more cabin space, and is 
thought to also save a few crucial 
kilos compared to the old layout. 

Confirming that there will be a 
change of direction for the next- 
gen version at July’s launch of the 
ND convertible in Queensland, 


Low and behold 

Mazda considered several 
proposals before settling on 
this targa-like design. Sleeker 
and lighter than before, 
the ND’s roof can also be 
operated on the move. 


Ground MX 

New MX-5 Roadster Coupe will 
have a lower centre of gravity 
compared to the previous 
version, due to an expected 
lighter roof structure and 
mechanism. Occupants also sit 
20mm lower and 15mm closer 
to the centre of the vehicle. 


MX-5 to get 
targa look 


A Porsche-style retractable roof 
should transform Mazda’s 


next-gen hardtop convertible 


Mazda Australia boss Martin 
Benders told Wheels that the aim 
is to broaden the Roadster Coupe’s 
audience considerably. 

“I am sure if they do decide 
on another Roadster Coupe they 
will differentiate that as well,” he 
said. “They won’t Just replicate 
what they had with the NC. It will 
have something new to extend 
the range, so that’s basically 
what they’re trying to do with 
this vehicle. [They want to] give 
it a more stable volume position 
within the Mazda range.” 


ND MX-S program manager 
Nobuhifo Yamamoto added that 
generation Roadster Coupe 
t ae&nitely on the agenda, saying 
It would serve to spike sales once 
the initial flurry of activity that 
comes with the introduction of a 
new model starts to wane. 

“It is coming as a later addition,” 
he said. “The new MX-5 has a long 
life, so it may come later to keep 
the model fresh.” 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 
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It also leaves us with 
a landmark winner: the Sorento 


Wheels Magazine Sept 2015 


In last month's Wheels Magazine, Kla Sorento was judged the best 7-Seat SUV, beating four other leading auto brands. 
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Find your nearest dealer at 
kia.com.au or 0131 KIA/131 542 



The Power to Surprise 


7 year/150, 000km warranty for vehicles used for the following: rental vehicles, hire cars, taxis, courier vehicles, driving school vehicles, security vehicles, bus and tour vehicles. 
Capped Price Servicing: Maximum payable for specified number of manufacturer's standard scheduled maintenance services up to 7 years or 105,000kms, whichever occurs 
first. Complimentary Roadside Assistance for the first year. Renewed yearly by completing scheduled maintenance services at Kia Dealerships (up to maximum 7 years). 
Terms and conditions for Warranty, Capped Price Servicing and Roadside Assistance can be found at www.kia.com.au. KMAU3650/FPC/WHEELS 
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GM pays the price 

GENERAL MOTORS has agreed to pay 
a fine of $A1.25b to avoid criminal 
proceedings into faulty ignition switches 
that are alleged to have led to the deaths 
of 124 people. An investigation found 
that General Motors knew about the 


fault for more than a decade before the 
company admitted the problem and began 
a recall of 2.3 million cars. As part of the 
settlement, GM has also been ordered to 
pay an additional $A802m to settle 1385 
civil suits relating to the defect. 



Mission 

accomplished 


Porsche takes the fight to Tesla with EV show-stopper 


THE star at this year’s Frankfurt 
motor show wasn’t up for debate. 
Porsche’s all-electric Mission E 
delivered a knockout one-two of 
ambition and execution, its sights 
firmly on the challenge thrown 
down by Tesla. 

While Elon Musk’s Palo Alto 
brains trust has a 10-year 
head start, Porsche is taking 
advantage of lessons learnt in 
the development of its Le Mans- 
winning 919 hybrid. The Mission 
E’s drive train has a similar layout 
of two permanently excited 
synchronous motors that together 
develop more than 440kW and 


propel the all-wheel-drive sedan to 
lOOkm/h in under 3.5sec. 

Combine that capability with 
four-wheel steering, torque 
vectoring and the ability to 
develop full power even after 
multiple accelerations and 
Porsche’s claim of a Nordschleife 
lap time of less than eight minutes 
seems wholly credible. Drive with 
a little more restraint and a 500km 
range is reportedly possible. 

The Mission E can replenish its 
batteries to 80 percent charge (or 
400km range) in only 15 minutes 
via an 800-volt ‘Porsche Turbo 
Charging’ DC system whereas 


most EVs operate at 400v. Those 
are the headliners, but the details 
are equally intriguing. 

The lightweight aero rims help 
offset the unsprung weight of huge 
21-inch front and 22-inch rear 
Michelin Pilot Super Sport tyres 
while tiny cameras on the edges 
of the front guards project their 
images onto the windscreen. 

And you will never lose the key 
because your smartphone works 
as a digital fob. 

Porsche has clearly been rattled 
by Tesla. The US company’s Model 
S appeared in 2012 just as Porsche 
launched its Panamera luxury- 


sedan. Three years ago Porsche 
CEO Matthias Muller said, “1 don’t 
know anything about Tesla.” 

Fast forward to Frankfurt and 
the tune has changed. “We have 
great respect for Tesla,” Muller 
said. “They are the only one who 
have brought an electric vehicle 
on the market that you have to 
take seriously.” 

So while Porsche might like to 
play games with the press, it’s 
deadly serious about beating Tesla. 
In the sleek Mission E, it has the 
car to inject some much needed 
charisma into the EV genre. 

ANDY ENRIGHT 
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Frankfurt turns it on 

PORSCHE'S Mission E wasn't the only sexy new 
metal on display at Frankfurt, with Bugatti's 
brutally styled Vision Gran Turismo concept (right) 
trumping it for sheer visual drama. With a design 
said to pay homage to Bugatti's racing history, the 
concept also provides the first look at the design 


language of the long-awaited Veyron successor. 
Nissan also starred with a replacement for the 
iconic 370Z, which puzzlingly took the form of a 
swoopy SUV dubbed the Gripz concept. To see 
what else made headlines, watch our from the 
Frankfurt floor at Wheelsmag.com.au/Frankfurt 










CHARGING 


A moveable body panel in 
front of the left door gives 
access to the charging 
port, or alternatively 
there’s a wireless 
inductive charging 
system that can be built 
into your garage floor. 






Super clever OLED 
digital dash boasts an 
eye-tracking system, 
gesture control and 
even a holographic 
display that projects 
information “far into 
the passenger’s side”. 


Mission E has room for 
four adults in specially 
crafted, lightweight 
racing bucket seats, 
while interior space 
is boosted by the lack 
of a conventional 
transmission tunnel. 


@13# 
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Kia GT sports sedan for 2017 


KIA has dropped hints it will introduce a 
production version of the GT Concept it showed 
at Frankfurt 2011 (right). The Euro-developed, 
rear-drive fastback is slated to be the brand's 
most overtly premium sports offering to 
date, with performance to match its low-slung 


styling. "This car is a very important milestone 
in the development of the brand as a whole," 
said Europe design chief, Gregory Guillaume. 
Using the Hyundai Genesis DH platform, the GT 
is expected to hit showrooms in 2017 with turbo 
four and six-cylinder engines. 




Porsche embraces turbocharging for the 
latest 911 Carrera; we hit the jump seat 


IT TAKES barely 10 seconds of full- 
throttle action in the new twin- 
turbo base 911 Carrera to realise 
that Porsche fans needn’t have 
feared the worst. The re-engined 
911 sounds just like a flat-six 
Porsche should, only this entry- 
level model goes so much harder 
than I’d expected it to. As quick as 
the previous Carrera S, apparently. 

It feels incredibly strong from 
the passenger seat as my slightly 
crazed driver, Frankfurt local 
Arnd, throws this 991 Series II 
PDK around the short circuit 
at Hockenheim. “I love my 
job,” Arnd tells me, and it isn’t 


difficult to understand why. With 
sports exhaust switched on, the 
now-standard PASM adaptive 
suspension in Sport Plus mode, 
and torque vectoring distributing 
drive to each outside rear wheel, 
Stuttgart’s rear-engine icon is 
slaying this incredible track. 

With the tacho needle hitting 
7500rpm at each upshift, and 
plenty of exhaust crackle under 
brakes, I keep reminding myself 
this is what we call the ‘base 
shitter’. All 272kW and 450Nm of 
it, now capable of hitting lOOkm/h 
in 4.2sec and clocking the standing 
400m in 12.3sec. Indeed, the 


slowest new 911 Carrera - a stock 
seven-speed manual - is good for 
4.6, 12.8 and 295km/h. 

“[This is] the best Porsche 911 
that we have ever developed,” says 
August Achleitner, Porsche’s ‘king 
of 911’ engineering. “For more than 
40 years we have accumulated 
experience with this technology 
[turbocharging] . . . it’s a response 
to fuel consumption and tougher 
limits, but also the key to greater 
driving pleasure.” 

Achleitner admits they had 
“several difficult discussions” 
about the 911 Carrera going turbo 
and decided: “If the new car is not 



better than the old one, then we 
don’t let it see the light of day.” But 
he’s sure the outcome will please 
the faithful. “To be honest, I love 
this engine; it is one of the best”. 

Porsche wanted its all-new 9A2 
bi-turbo flat-six to be better than 
the 3. 8 -litre version of the previous 
atmo 9A1, already one of the 
greatest engines of our time. And 
on first acquaintance there’s no 
reason to doubt Stuttgart’s claims. 
Besides some turbo whistle on light 
throttle, at full noise you’d honestly 
never know it was boosted. Which 
sounds like objective achieved. 

NATHAN PONCHARD 
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Alfa’s ’Ring of confidence 


ALFA Romeo is claiming a new record 
around Germany's Nurburgring circuit for 
its Giulia, a 7min 39sec lap marking a new 
best for production sedans. While there's no 
video proof of the lap in question, the mark 
is an impressive 13 seconds quicker than 


that for a BMW M3. While the 375kW Giulia 
delivers a clear power advantage over the 
iconic Bavarian, a lap time that is also on a 
par with a Ferrari 430 Scuderia or a Lexus 
LFA sets a class benchmark that will take 
some beating. 


A CHANGE 


Besides an external valve seal, the engine is completely 
new. Design is oversquare with 91.0mm bore, 76.4mm 
stroke, centrally mounted fuel injectors and 10.0:1 
compression ratio. Injection-moulded oil pan saves 2kg 
and has an integrated dry sump. Carrera runs 0.9bar boost 
for 272kW at 6500rpm and 450Nm from 1700-5000rpm. 
More powerful Carrera S runs l.lbar boost, larger 51mm 
turbine wheel, different exhaust and modified ECU for 
309kW at 6500rpm and SOONm from 1700-5000rpm. 



PUMP UP THE VOLUME 


All-new 2981CC bi-turbo flat-six is elegantly 
packaged into 911 Carrera bodyshell without 
resorting to wider hips or side air intakes, 
though it weighs 20kg more. It retains a 
naturally aspirated feel and has its induction 
howl enhanced by a pair of tuned sound 
symposers. Sports exhaust is optional on 
both Carreras, signified by two round centre- 
mounted pipes. Standard Carrera gets twin oval 
pipes, Carrera S round twins on each side. 


IF THE NEW CAR IS NOT BETTER THAN THE OLD ONE, 

WE DON’T LET IT SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY” - 911 chief August Achleitner 



RAPID RESPONSE 


Sport Plus mode allows the turbochargers 
to keep spinning when off the throttle by 
not opening the wastegates, effectively 
eliminating lag completely. Prioritises response 
over efficiency when necessary, though the 
twin-turbo 3.0-litre is up to 12 percent more 
economical on the combined fuel cycle. 


BOXING CLEVER 


Porsche’s manager for ‘boxer’ engine development, 
Thomas Brandi, admits the new-generation 9A2 
flat-six “will be transferred to future engine 
concepts”. It has the same bore distance as before, 
so it could essentially be stretched to 4.0 litres, 
though 911 product director Achleitner admits 
that “for the foreseeable future” Porsche will 
“keep normally aspirated at least for GTS to offer a 
different character”. 



Abarth Biposto 

THE first car offered for sale by a major 
manufacturer with a race-style dog-ring 
transmission, the 140kW Abarth Biposto, will retail 
here at $60,000 in base spec. Only 15 examples 
have been imported to Australia, all in matte 
titanium grey, complete with fully adjustable 


suspension, four-point racing harnesses and 
optional data logger. Abarth claims the 997kg 
Polish-built two-seater "adds a drop of madness" 
Given that it's possible to pay $108,000 for one 
if you tick a few too many options boxes, that 
description isn't too far off the mark. 
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Marketplace 

The only way is up 


HIGHLIGHTS August was another strong month for new car sales, although at 
90,705 it was down slightly on July’s record. SUV sales rose (up 19.4% on August 
last year), with both commercial and conventional passenger car sales flagging. 
There’s also another noticable shift emerging - the rise of the luxury marques. 
Between them, Audi, BMW and Mercedes-Benz have increased their slice of the 
Australian market from 5.8% in August last year to 7.8%. 

LOWLIGHTS Have a look at the top-selling brands in Australia and you’ll notice a 
change of guard: Holden has fallen below both Mazda and Hyundai to snare only 
fourth place in August. It’s now third overall in year-to-date sales and sits behind 
Hyundai. Hurting Holden was the Barina, which suffered a 41% dip to only 311 in 
a segment where the best-selling Corolla snared 3050 buyers. Renault’s Captur, 
meanwhile, hit the brakes in the red-hot small SUV class, falling 45% to 150. 



HYUNDAI VELOSTER 

A mid-cycle refresh, smaller engine and price cuts 
for Hyundai’s sculpted coupe helped reel 680 buyers 
into showrooms durinfl August. Happily, thougn, it's 
success barely made a dent in Toyota 86 sales. 


TOYOTA HILUX 

The Hilux ute is a regular top 10 performer for Toyota.: ' 
However, supply hiccups for the cheaper 4x2 version 
cut sales to just 1956 and allowed both the Ford Ranger 
(2096) and Mitsubishi Triton (1991) to nudge ahead. 


TOP 20 


73,573 

Passenger & SUV sales - August 2015 





FAST AND FURIOUS 


Sports 
marques 
pulling big 
niimbers 
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LAMBORGHINI 


PASSENGER CARS 

SALES 

RANK 

(JUL '15) 

SALES 

(AUG '14 

1 

Toyota Corolla 

3050 

1 

3247 

2 

Mazda 3 

2673 

2 

3124 

3 

Holden Commodore 

2144 

6 

2344 

4 

Hyundai 130 

2098 

3 

2651 

5 

Toyota Camry 

2095 

5 

1685 

6 

Hyundai ix35 

1967 

10 

1447 

7 

Mazda CX-5 

1980 

4 

1649 

8 

Volkswagen Golf 

1703 

7 

1267 

9 

Mazda CX-3 

1595 

12 

- 

10 

Toyota RAV4 

1414 

8 

1307 

11 

Holden Cruze 

1216 

15 

1479 

12 

Toyota Yaris 

1160 

9 

806 

13 

Toyota Kluger 

1135 

11 

1267 

14 

Hyundai Accent 

1112 

- 

1087 

15 

Honda HR-V 

1037 

16 

- 

U6 

Nissan X-Trail 

1014 

13 

763 

=16 

Suzuki Swift 

1014 

- 

832 

18 

Mazda 2 

1008 

20 

1066 

19 

Mitsubishi ASX 

993 

- 

721 

20 

Mitsubishi Outlander 

971 

- 

626 



TOTAL SALES 


90,705 

August 2015 


Toyota 

Hyundai 

Mazda 

14,505 

9505 

9166 

Mercedes-Benz 

Kia 

BMW 

2956 

2940 

2202 

Holden 

7870 

Audi 

1901 

Mitsubishi 

5574 

Jeep 

1716 

Ford 

5354 

Suzuki 

1571 

Volkswagen 

4794 

Isuzu Ute 

1563 

Nissan 

4731 

Renault 

893 

Subaru 

3361 

Land Rover 

1024 

Honda 

3210 

Lexus 

708 



Incoming 


DECEMBER-JANUARY 

Ferrari 488 GTB; Ford Mustang; Haval H6; 
Hyundai ilO; Jaguar XF facelift; Kia Picanto; 
Lexus GS facelift, LX facelift, RC200t; 

Mazda BT-50 facelift, MX-5 2.0L; 
Mercedes-Benz GLC, A-Glass facelift; 
Mitsubishi Ghallenger, Evo X Final Edition, 
Outlander PHEV 

Mazda MX-5 2.0L 

THE fourth generation of Mazda’s iconic two- 
seat roadster arrived here with just a 1.5-litre 
engine under its sharply creased bonnet. But 
God Bless ’Murica, because it demanded a 
bigger engine with an extra 22kW/50Nm over 
the 96kW/150Nm introductory four-pot, giving 
us the choice of two mills and a sharp, Toyota 
86-rattling $31,990 starting price. 

FEBRUARY-MARCH 

Audi R8 VIO; Citroen Cactus, DS 3, DS 5; 

Ford Focus RS; Holden Spark; Lexus ES facelift; 
Mercedes-Benz A45 AMG, C450 AMG 4Matic, 
G500; Peugeot 308 GTi; Skoda Octavia RS 230; 
Toyota Prius; Volkswagen Passat Alltrack 

Mercedes-Benz C450 AMG 4Matic 

BILLED as something of a beer-budget C63, 
this AMG-tuned special from Stuttgart will 
introduce the first all-wheel- drive version 
of the new G-Glass to Australia. Under the 
bonnet is a twin-turbo 3.0-litre V6 spitting out 
270kW/520Nm to all four corners, although not 
equally because the 33:67 split pushes most of 
the bias to the rear to give it a taily, sporty feel, 
feeling more competent, better weighted, less 
intimidating and almost as much fun as the 
barking V8 G63 S, and costing about $40,000 
less than the bent-eight, the V6TT should be a 
welcome additon to the G-Glass portfolio. 
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ASLEEP AT 
THE WHEEL 

I DON’T understand all 
the fanfare about the 
announcement that SA is going 
to have a trial of autonomous 
cars (No driver required, 
October). One only has to 
drive around Adelaide a short 
time to realise that most of 
the vehicles on their roads are 
already driverless. 

Robin Chase, Craters, SA 

RESPECT 

I THINK that, out of respect, 
the Ford Falcon and Holden 
Commodore replacements 
should not be named Falcon 
and Commodore. This is 
because from the day they 
were released. Falcon and 
Commodore have been the 


names of Australian cars, not 
imported vehicles. 

Thanks for a great magazine. 

Charlie, 11, Melbourne, Vic 

Ed’s note: Great having a bright 
young reader on board, Charlie. 

We appreciate the sentiment and 
your love for two brands that have 
defined the local car scene for so 
many decades. It would be remiss 
of us, however, not to point out 
that both these famous ‘Australian’ 
nameplates originated overseas 
in the 1960s - Falcon in America 
and Commodore in Germany, as 
an Opel. 

TURN STYLE 

JUST saw the new Inf ini ti 
QX80 and what a frightful car 
it is! It just doesn’t look good 
from any angle. Which way 
would you park it? 


The bloke who designed \ 
this mega-fugley behemoth 
on wheels must have had one to 
many lemonades after watching 
a rare win by Nissan’s V8 
Supercar, and the members of 
the board must all need Seeing 
Eye dogs to have signed off on 
it for production. Even the old 
Datsun 120Y wasn’t that bad. 

Infiniti, go back to the 
drawing board and take a look 
at the Nissan Juke and GT-R, 
cars that defined individual 
styling and purpose. 

Mark Webber must be glad 
he has retired from FI. Imagine 
turning up in Monte Carlo in 
the QX80. 

Even Buzz Lightyear couldn’t 
save this one. Let’s send it back 
to Infiniti and beyond. 

George Lewis, Port Macquarie, NSW 


DUMB KEY 

THE problem with progress 
is that some of it clearly isn’t 
progress at all. How is the 
keyless remote an improvement 
over a key inserted in the 
steering column? 

Firstly, where to put it? 

How many times have I exited 
the vehicle realising it’s still 
inside? How many times have 
I exited with the damn engine 
still running? Once during 
a particularly monsoonal 
downpour, I jumped out, leapt 
onto the footpath to seek cover 
of a shop awning, only to realise 
the car was still running. And 
nothing on the remote stops the 
engine. Another time, I did a 
whole week’s grocery shop and 
returned to my car, parked in 
the main street, unlocked and 


30 wheelsmag.com.au 





Letter of the month prize 


Write & win 


Keith Anderson is clearly a glass half full guy, and 
not afraid to fly in the face of anti- autonomous 
sentiment. We like that, so we’ve given him a 
free one-year subscription to Wheels. 


still running! Never happened 
with an inserted ignition key. 

Progress... seriously? Bring 
back the proper key! 

Brian Wood, Balmain, NSW 

WRONG IDEA 

REGARDING the public 
misconception of the impending 
Ford/Holden shutdowns 
(Editor's letter, October), I had 
a similar experience recently 
talking to my neighbour. I often 
speak to him about cars and was 
staggered when he said, ‘Yeah, 
it’s a shame Ford are packing up 
and leaving’. This guy actually 
has some interest in cars and 
genuinely believed Ford was 
closing for business in Australia 
lock, stock and barrel. Like 
Glenn Butler, at that moment 
I thought, ‘Man, they have some 
work to do’. 

Craig Polkinghorne, lingalpa, Qld 

HOLDEN ON 

I HAVE loved Holden from the 
day my father bought a new 
VH Commodore SL/E in the 
early 1980s. My love for Holden 
- and I think this applies to 
most people who buy them - 
translates to General Motors. 
Whether or not a car sells under 
the Holden or Chevrolet badge 


really shouldn’t matter too 
much. It certainly doesn’t to me. 

Holden’s interiors (and sound 
systems) always let them down 
and continue to do so. I have to 
believe that GM avoided doing 
better interiors so as not to 
compete with Cadillac, which 
wasn’t even here! 

If they go front-drive with 
Commodore, Cadillac needs to 
be sold here. Or Chevrolet 
needs to build a rear- 
drive SS and Caprice 
(and maybe Calais) 
for Holden. 

Samuel Mir, via iPad 


WEIGHT 
WATCHERS 

I’M ALL for HSV 
using the LS9 
(HSV's grand 47 6kW 
finale, October), but 
they shouldn’t use the 
GTS-R name unless it’s going 
to shed weight, which I highly 
doubt it will. HSV should keep 
the current GTS as is and have 
the GTS-R with more power, 
less weight and semi-slicks like 
Porsche does with the GT3 and 
GT3 RS. 

Bean Hayes, via Facebook 

Ed's note: Since our cover story 
last month we've heard that, while 


How is the keyless 
remote an improvement 
over a key inserted in 
the steering column? 


Even Buzz Lightyear couldn’t 
save this one. Send it back 
to Infiniti and beyond. 




HSV's commitment to the plan 
is rock solid, they're reluctant to 
reprise the GTS-R name. 

HISTORY LESSON 

I WAS lucky enough to be in 
Paris with the August edition 
of Wheels and read Peter 
Robinson’s wonderful story on 
the Citroen bunker (Parlez-vous 
Francais?, August). 

Given how the French protect 
and preserve their heritage, it 
doesn’t surprise at all that they 
had the vision to also hold on to 
their automotive history. 

While I didn’t get a ride in 
any DS taxis, all my taxi rides 
there were memorable for one 
reason or another. Without 
exception, every taxi was 
immaculate. Whether a Merc, 
Citroen or Peugeot, all were in 
showroom condition. 

Also without exception, 
and just like in Australia, 
every driver spoke little 
or no English. Unlike 
in Australia, though, it 
was possible to quickly 
communicate my destination 
and arrive there promptly. I 
have taken a cab from Sydney 
airport before and had to 
explain where Caringbah was. 


Seeing a pair of DS 
convertibles parked on the 
Champs-Elysees was a highlight 
of my trip. 

Alan Ozolins, Shellharbour, NSW 

FUEL’S PARADISE 

SO THERE is no collusion 
regarding price fixing at 
the bowser, according to the 
government. This issue has 
been beaten around so much it 
should be issued an AVO. 

We have a sudden price 
spike across the city, then it 
whittles away over the next few 
weeks, then spikes again. But 
why all petrol stations at the 
same time? Servos don’t all get 
deliveries simultaneously, so it 
can’t be based on supply. 

Motorists are being treated 
like dopes and the politicians 
have put it in the too-hard 
basket. Imagine if bread or milk 
prices fluctuated in this way? 

So, oil companies, don’t 
bother denying it; and pollies, 
don’t waste my tax dollars 
trying to prove it. How about 
just cutting the motorist in on 
the scam and publishing the 
calendar of the ‘non-existent’ 
petrol cycle? 

Michael Riordan, Campsie, NSW 
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Thelnsider 

DIESELGATE 


THEY’RE CALLING IT DIESELGATE, OF COURSE. MORE THAN 40 YEARS AFTER 
FIVE MEN LINKED TO REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON WERE ARRESTED 
ATTEMPTING TO BUG DEMOCRATIC OFFICES AT THE WATERGATE BUILDING IN 
WASHINGTON, THE “GATE” SUFFIX IS STILL APPLIED TO ANY SCANDAL THAT 
GETS THE AMERICAN MAINSTREAM MEDIA’S ATTENTION. 


That’s how bad things are for Volkswagen 
after admitting it installed cheater software that 
enabled its EA189 turbo-diesel engine to pass the 
country’s stringent emissions requirements. 

Some on America’s political right - anti- 
regulationists and climate change deniers - 
say the problem is the emissions standards 
themselves. One conservative news website 
claimed that, while Volkswagen’s behaviour 
was “awful, nefarious, and indefensible”, 
cheating was to be expected “when it comes to 
phony moral imperatives” such as “American 
automotive emissions standards and their big 
brother, the worldwide global-warming crusade.” 

But away from the lunatic fringe, the 
mainstream media’s tone dripped with 
indignation and outrage. 


strictest exhaust fume limits in the world, 
namely the Tier 2, Bin 5 emission legislation in 
the USA” for launch in the US-market Jetta in 
mid-2008. The authors, Volkswagen engineers, 
claimed particulate and NOx emissions had 
been reduced by more than 90 percent and, 
crucially, that “emissions under customer 
conditions had been proven” in testing in the 
US - something now known not to be true. 

Right now, Volkswagen is a deeply damaged 
brand in America. Winterkorn’s growth 
strategy is in tatters. Diesel is a damaged 
technology, too. Both BMW and Daimler have 
issued statements distancing themselves and 
their US diesel engines from the scandal. 

But Dieselgate’s most far-reaching 
consequence may be increased scrutiny 


Dieselgate’s most far-reaching consequence may 


be increased scrutiny of all vehicle emissions 


The smoking gun 

THE discrepancy between 
the EA189’s real-world 
fuel consumption and its 
significantly better EPA fuel 
efficiency rating is the data 
point that sparked Dieselgate. 
Now we know how VW 
achieved that. The question 
is: Why? 

The last-minute delay of the 
EA189’s US launch may be 
a clue. A dealer source says 
engineers found it needed 
over-fuelling more frequently 
than expected to burn off 
particulates from highly 
variable- quality US diesel 
fuel. Suddenly the EA189 was 
barely more efficient than a 
petrol engine, and a whole 
strategy was under threat. A 
quick fix was needed. 


Volkswagen was already struggling in the 
US before Dieselgate broke. Though it wrested 
global sales leadership from Toyota this year, 
the US has long been a disaster. After becoming 
Volkswagen CEO in 2007, Martin Winterkorn 
made growth in America a priority, setting a 
target of 800,000 vehicles a year by 2018, but 
execution has failed to match ambition. Sales of 
Toyota-branded cars and trucks in the US last 
year topped two million; Volkswagen sales were 
a mere 366,970. 

Diesel was part of Winterkorn’s US growth 
strategy, offering Volkswagen the opportunity 
to market driver-oriented fuel-efficient vehicles 
to combat Toyota and its hybrids. 

A two-part article titled Volkswagen's New 
2.0 L TDI Engine for the Most Stringent Emission 
Standards, published in the German engineering 
journal MTZ in 2008, details how the EA189 
engine was “redeveloped to comply with the 


of all vehicle emissions in real-world 
conditions. Invoking an existing statute, the 
Environmental Protection Agency has said it 
may “test or require testing on any vehicle ... 
using driving cycles and conditions that may 
reasonably be expected to be encountered in 
normal operation and use...” 

That’s a potential nightmare for all carmakers. 
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NEW PEUGEOT 308 GT 

PEUGEOT SPORT 

PUSH THE LIMITS 




REGISTER YOUR INTEREST AT 308GTI.COM. AU 

UNIQUE PEUGEOT 

1.6L THP ENGINE 

TORSEN® LIMITED-SUP 

SPORTS INTERIOR 

200 kW(270hp) 

DIFFERENTIAL 

Combined consumption (L/lOO km): 6. CO 2 emissions (g/km): 139. 
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VW DIESEL SCANDAL ^ 


IT MAY BE YEARS BEFORE THE FULL IMPACT OF THE VOLKSWAGEN DIESEL 
EMISSIONS SCANDAL CAN BE ACCURATELY ASSESSED, BUT THIS DISGRACEFUL 
DECEPTION CLEARLY HAS THE POTENTIAL TO DEAL DIESEL A SEVERE BLOW. 


Regulatory scrutiny of emissions testing 
procedures all around the world is sure to tighten, 
while consumers must now be justly suspicious 
of diesel’s claims to cleanliness. Both factors will 
combine to drive down diesel sales. The only 
question is, by how much? 

Ironically, pleasing customers was Volkswagen’s 
apparent motive for installing the sneaky software 
that sparked it all off. The company’s EA189 
2.0-litre four-cylinder turbo-diesel apparently 
produces more power when running in its dirty 
daily driving mode than when in an emissions 
testing cell. Someone inside Volkswagen must have 
decided that disappointing diesel drivers was a 
greater risk for the company than breaking the 
law. They were wrong. Very wrong. 

The specific pollutant Volkswagen was so 


chemistry, exhaust gas treatment, emissions 
testing procedures or the environmental pros and 
cons of the various drivetrain types on offer. The 
Volkswagen episode will leave many with the 
simple impression that diesel is dirty. But what 
effect will this have on car purchase patterns? 

It’s likely some already diesel-sceptic 
governments will act to effectively remove diesel 
from the passenger car menu. The list is headed 
by the world’s two biggest car markets, China and 
the US, so this would spell the end of plans by 
European manufacturers to extend diesel’s reach. 

Tougher to predict is what lasting effect the 
scandal will have in Europe, until now diesel’s 
domain. To a large extent it will depend on 
government action. After all, diesel’s 53 percent 
share of the European passenger car market was 


This bit of cheating doesn’t completely 


annihilate diesel’s environmental credentials 


concerned about is NOx, or oxides of nitrogen. 
Diesel combustion, for reasons there isn’t room 
to discuss here, produces more NOx than burning 
other fuels. And NOx is quite nasty stuff. Worst of 
them is nitrogen dioxide (N02), a reddish-brown 
gas that is fatal in quite small concentrations, and 
a respiratory irritant in even lower doses. It’s been 
pinpointed as a cause of asthma and emphysema, 
as well as smog and acid rain. Even though it 
makes up only a tiny fraction of what comes out of 
a diesel engine’s exhaust pipe, regulators around 
the world demand very low - as in parts-per- 
million - emissions of the stuff. The US has some 
of the toughest legal limits in the world. 

It should be pointed out that this particular 
bit of cheating doesn’t completely annihilate 
diesel’s environmental credentials. Burning a 
litre of diesel fuel produces more C02 than the 
same amount of petrol. But diesel’s inherent 
fuel efficiency often more than compensates for 
this disadvantage, at least when compared to a 
turbocharged petrol engine with similar levels 
of performance. 

Petrol-electric hybrids, on the other hand, 
easily beat diesel for emissions of the big global- 
warming gas in a typical driving mix. And there’s 
no question they are cleaner when it comes to 
pollutants like NOx. 

Most car buyers are not experts in combustion 


the result of policies designed to make diesel 
fuel less expensive than petrol after the 
oil shocks of the 1970s. The idea was to 
reduce imports of oil by encouraging 
drivers to choose more fuel- 
efficient cars. 

A change in policies to 
discourage diesel could 
be equally effective. 

The mayor of Paris, 
for example, earlier 
this year signalled 
her desire to rid the 
Erench capital of 
diesel cars by 2020. 

This might have 
seemed loopy before 
the Volkswagen 
scandal, but now 
sounds sensible. 


Hybrid to shine 

IF DIESEL is now officially 
on the nose, what 
technology will fill the 
gap that its demise would 
leave? Volkswagen has 
already decided, it seems. 
Only days before the 
emissions scandal hit 
the headlines, then boss 
Martin Winterkorn made a 
speech to media on the eve 
of Erankfurt show. “Before 
the end of the decade, 
we will be launching 20 
new plug-in hybrids and 
electric vehicles,” he said. 
Pure coincidence? Don’t 
think so... 
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Experience blistering power & performance V8 Supercars demand exceptional fuel - E85 Race Blend Is perfect for a range of 

from our blend of high quality ethanol and so it's no wonder they've chosen flex-fuel models made by Holden, Jeep, 

15% Premium 96 * it gives ES5 Race Blend United's E&5 Race Blend as the Saab, Ford, Nissan and more. Check out 

an ultra-high octar>e rating of 107, official race fuel for the series, unitedpetrDleum.com.au/ eSS for details. 


THESE MODELS HAVE MANUFACTURER APPROVAL TO USE E65 RACE BLEND: 


• Hold^ Cornmodcxe VE Series II 
Novwnbef 2010, 2011, 2012. 2013 

• HordenW Commodore SSV Series 2013/14 

• Holder Omega Sed^ 2010^2014- 

• jeep Grand OieFokee / Commandef 200fi 
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2007, 2008. 2009, 2010, 2011 . 

• Dodge Avenger 2,7-Htre V6, Dodge 
Journey 2,7-litre V6 people mover, 2009 

« Dodge 3.3-1itre Grand Caravan 

* Chrysler Sebring 2.7-Utre V6 
(Sedan and ConvertlibleL 


• Chrysler 3. 3-litre Town & Country 2003 

* Chevrolet S.3-I)tre Avalanche, 

• Chevrolet S,3-litre Suburban. 

• FoTd 4.6'litre Down Vichxia 
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* GMC 5.3-litnr Savana, CMC 5.3-lrbe 


* Slerna W ion 2 WD & 4WD 

* GMC 5.3-lltre Vbkor> & Ybkof> XL. 

* Mercedes C300 3.0-ritre Luxury & Sport 
« Nissan 5. &-litre Armada, S-64itre Trtan 

* Pontiac 3. 9-Htre Montana 

* Specially modiried vehkies^^ 


FIND £85 RACE BLEND NEAR YOU: www.unitedpetroleum,com.au/e85 


United 

THE OFFICIAL RACE FUEL SUPPLIER TO ALL V8 SUPERCARS 


E85 Race Blend ii for saitadfe enginiesonly. *^A|I memristi should rely on their awn enquiHes when electing to use EB5. More inldmiation ai^llabfeatvwvw.lcai.aHn .au 



GregKable 

DIESELGATE WILL HURT FUTURE MODELS 


TOO BIG TO FALL? ON THE FACE OF IT, YES. ITS UNLIKELY THE FINANCIAL 
RAMIFICATIONS OF VOLKSWAGEN'S EMISSIONS MANIPULATION WILL BRING THE 
COMPANY DOWN IN QUITE THE SAME WAY THAT PUT CM ON ITS KNEES IN 2009. 


However, the high cost of the affair is set to 
make a significant impact on the day-to-day 
operations of the world’s largest carmaker. Among 
the more conservative estimates on the cost of 
Dieselgate to Volkswagen is that of JP Morgan, 
which says it expects a total sum of around €45 
billion ($A72.5b). 

To put this into perspective, it’s more than half 
the €85.9 billion VW originally intended spending 
on new model development, technology research 
and new factories through to 2020. 

Automotive industry analysts put the cost of 
developing an all-new model at around €2b, so 
it’s also the amount of money needed to 
conceive, design, engineer, produce and market 
some 22 new models. 


concentrate on introducing greater profitability 
into volume models such as Golf, A3, Leon and 
Octavia will likely see low-profit projects such as 
Volkswagen’s Budget Car and the Ducati-engined 
XLl shelved. 

Muller also tasked Porsche with leading sports 
car development within the group, bringing 
it together with Bentley and Bugatti under a 
new Sports division, while at the same time 
suggesting Porsche will lead development of 
mid-engine platforms in a move that will see it 
more closely aligned with Lamborghini, which is 
included in the Audi-led Premium division. 

The key to any streamlining of operations 
is the retention of quality. VW will need to 
ensure its future models, while being cheaper to 


The cost of Dieselgate to VW could total €45b 


- the amount to develop 22 all-new models 


NewVW Group chairman Matthias Muller, 
who headed product strategy for the the group 
before becoming CEO at Porsche in 2010, has 
already indicated a further streamlining of 
operations in a bid to claw back some of the 
costs it faces, with the company split into four 
distinct divisions, each housing at least three of 
the company’s vast portfolio of brands. But what 
areas of VW’s operations will be directly affected 
by Dieselgate? 

First up, there will be a more heavy focus on 
lowering development costs of key models, with 
volume brands Volkswagen, Seat and Skoda 
along with premium division brand leader Audi 
set to work even more closely at amortising the 
costs of their cars. Officials suggest there will 
be a complete overhaul of existing practices, 
engineering programs and model cycles. 

Former VW boss Martin Winterkorn had 
confirmed cross-brand investments of €23b up to 
2020 prior to the scandal that brought him down. 
This figure has now been placed into question by 
the need to rigorously improve profitability in the 
key area of its business, namely the Golf. 

In recent years, the VW Group has been carried 
by Audi, whose ability to charge more for its 
products saw it contribute an extraordinary 
40 percent to overall profits in 2014. The need to 


develop, will continue to deliver on quality. 

The big cuts, though, are likely to come in 
areas such as motorsport and other sports 
sponsorships. VW’s WRC program will 
come under close scrutiny, as will its heavy 
involvement in European football. And the cuts 
aren’t likely to be restricted to the Volkswagen 
brand, with Audi’s long-mooted entry into FI set 
to be taken off the agenda. 

In the end, Volkswagen will survive. But expect 
it to be a very different company to that of today. 
And if it all goes wrong, Muller at least has a 
brand or two he can auction off to keep the 
shareholders happy. 


Everything is fine 

WITH the US Justice 
Department alone seeking 
damages of up to $US37,500 
for each and every one of the 
482,000 cars in the US caught 
up in Dieselgate, Volkswagen’s 
new chairman Matthias 
Muller is staring at one of the 
most expensive mop-up jobs 
in automotive history. 

While US legal eagles 
suggest VW will likely end up 
facing a much smaller fine, 
it is the spectre of hundreds, 
perhaps even thousands, of 
class action lawsuits that 
really has Wolfsburg’s bean- 
counters concerned. 

Recent high-volume recalls 
from the likes of the Honda, 
Toyota, GM and Chrysler in the 
US indicate the costs involved 
in settling class action cases 
will likely end up dwarfing the 
fines VW is slapped with. And 
that’s saying nothing of fines 
and legal costs the company 
will face in Europe, where 
the majority of the 11 million 
affected cars were sold. 
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I 1 1 the new 
Amarok Core 4x4. 


WWW. I Amarok. com. au 



I Am ^ * I Am I Am " 

the biggest rear diff lock off-road ABS 

tray in class 


I think, therefore I Amarok. 

Tough to its very core, introducing the Volkswagen Amarok Core 4x4. Built on a robust ladder chassis frame and 
distinguished hy high standards of German engineering — with 16’’ alloys, Pirelli ATR tyres and rear differential lock 
- it’s the Amarok you’ve heen waiting for. Packed with smart technology, clever and efficient hi-turho power, 
Bluetooth facility, multifunction trip computer and cruise control, the Amarok Core 4x4 combines the best and most 
solid aspects of a range that led this multi-award winning ute to the rank of Carsales’ 'Best Tradie Vehicle 2014’ and 
4x4 Australia magazine’s 'Best in Class’ ute. Available in both manual and 8-speed automatic, the new Core 4x4 is 
the ute for all forms of work and play. 

To find out more visit IAmarok.com.au or your nearest Volkswagen Commercial Vehicle dealer. 
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All-new Astra will headline a cutting 
edge, high-tech future for Holden’s 
imminent European-sourced line-up 



DESTINED to carry Holden’s 
fortunes from late 2016 in the 
most hotly contested class in 
Australia, GM’s new-generation 
Astra will need to muster every 
fibre of talent, backed by a class- 
rattling value package, if it’s to get 
anywhere near the 34,218 sales high it 
set in Australia just a decade ago. 

Thing is, Astra faces exactly the same 
challenge in Europe, hence why GM’s 
German outfit has thrown everything at 
the latest generation of its biggest seller. 

Riding on a brand new platform that is 
both lighter and stronger, the Astra K (as 
it’s known in Opel circles) is externally 
smaller than before, yet internally larger 
in several key dimensions. 

Boasting a class-leading 0.285 drag 
coefficient, its sleek new body has 
shrunk 49mm in length, 25mm in height, 
5mm in width and 23mm in wheelbase, 
yet Opel claims the Astra gains 35mm 
in rear-seat legroom - making it best- 
in-class - and an additional 22mm of 
headroom for the driver. Boot volume 
(with a space-saver spare) is 370 litres, 
though a Gruze hatch is roomier. 

It is new Astra’s serious weight saving, 
however, that amends the previous 
model’s biggest failing. Even the smallest 
weight loss is a sizeable 120kg, while 
some diesel models have dropped 200kg. 


All of this makes life easier for Astra’s 
new engines. It’s the first car to debut 
GM’s entire new-generation engine 
line-up simultaneously, including an 
all-aluminium direct-injection 1.4-litre 
turbo -petrol four, as well as the 1.0 -litre 
turbo three-pot and 1.6-litre turbo four 
that have been progressively introduced 
since 2013. The Euro Astra also scores a 
new range of 1.6-litre ‘Whisper’ turbo- 
diesels, though they’re not coming here. 

Boasting variable intake and exhaust 
camshafts, but no variable valve lift, the 
1399CC turbo-petrol’s aluminium block 
saves 10kg over the old 1364cc cast-iron 
unit, while its fuel consumption is vastly 
superior. The manual 1.4 turbo Astra’s 
combined fuel figure of 5.1L/100km 
- supported by a virtually seamless 
idle-stop system - puts it just ahead of 
VW’s 92TSI Golf. 

Opel offers the 1.4 -litre turbo -petrol 
in two guises, but we’ll only see the 
110kW/230Nm high-output version. Tied 
to a carry-over M32 six-speed manual 
with reduced friction and shift- quality 
improvements, or GM’s 6T40 six-speed 
auto, the German-spec 1.4 manual we 
drove proved somewhat underwhelming. 

Running very tall gearing - just 
1900rpm in sixth gear at lOOkm/h - the 
Astra 1.4 feels flat-footed in its response, 
with little to give at 1500rpm. Grunt 
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builds to a respectable mid-range, 
and it revs out fairly cleanly to 
6250rpm, but this engine lacks 
character, as well as the supreme 
flexibility of a 1.4-litre turbo Golf. 

Apparently Holden has the 
scope to make adjustments to 
gear ratios and engine calibration, 
and Opel’s powertrain director, 
Roland Kessler, said “we will see 
evolutions of the 1.4 turbo going 
forward”. So there’s hope this 
promising new-gen engine will 
live up to its potential. 

Its big sister, a 1598cc version 
punching out 147kW at SSOOrpm 
and 280Nm from 1650-3500rpm 
(with an overboost function 
taking that to 300Nm from 
1700-4700rpm), is much tastier. 
Already featured in Holden’s 
current Astra GTC Sport - the 
coupe version of the previous-gen 
Astra - the 1.6 turbo is shorter 
geared than the 1.4 (2200rpm at 
lOOkm/h in sixth) and pulls with 
proper authority no matter the 
ratio, even from ISOOrpm. It’s 
generally louder than the 1.4, but 
it’s a better quality of noise. 

Opel quotes 7.8sec to lOOkm/h 
(versus 8.5sec), but in reality 
the performance difference is 


much greater. The 1.6 turbo is 
3.3sec faster from 80-120km/h 
in fifth gear than the 1.4, with 
little penalty to its combined fuel 
number (5.9L/100km). And while 
the 1.4 has no trouble attacking 
motorways at 150km/h-plus, it 
lacks the effortlessness of the 1.6. 

The new Astra is a quiet car, 
even at such hefty speeds in 
strong crosswinds, and it feels 
incredibly stable. Suspension 
architecture reads the same as 
before, meaning struts up front 
and a torsion-beam rear located 
by a Watts linkage (on all Astras 
with llOkW or greater). 

Opel benchmarked the Focus 
for handling and the Golf for ride, 
aiming to be more dynamic than 
the VW, but also comfortable. 
And for the most part they’ve 
succeeded. The highlight is 
arguably Astra’s steering, with a 
crispness and accuracy around 
straight-ahead and through 
constant-radius corners that 
makes the car easy to place. 

The 1.6 adds a Sport mode that 
adds some meat to the weighting 
without muddying feel, while 
GM’s new steering wheel is 
brilliant to hold, matched to an 


exemplary driving position. 

Astra’s handling treads 
a relatively safe path, with 
neutral balance leading to mild 
understeer in tight corners when 
pushed hard, and decent balance 
on fast country roads tackled at 
pace, though Aussie cars will 
receive a locally developed tune. 

The 1.4 on 225/45R17 Michelin 
Primacys is arguably the pick, 
given its sweeter blend of 
suppleness and poise, though the 
sports-suspended 1.6 wearing 
225/40R18 Bridgestone Potenza 
TO 01s has much more grip. That 
said, with traction control turned 
off to stop ESG intervention, the 
1.6 will easily spin an inside 
wheel in tight corners, and 
deserves some front diff smarts. 

Astra’s trump card, though, 
is its interior. With excellent 
front seats that took five years 
to develop, each weighing 10kg 
less than before, it combines 
class-leading comfort with extras 
like seat ventilation and even a 
massage function. 

The rear seat is similarly 
impressive, with terrific support, 
great vision and tons of room, 
though the Golf is slightly better 


at seating three abreast. And 
while Astra offers twin rear USB 
ports and fold-flat backrests, 
even the top model lacks a centre 
armrest and rear air vents. 

But it’s the front row that 
will impress most. Astra’s new 
column stalks are clearly visible 
above the wheel spokes, while 
the IntelliLink touchscreen 
infotainment is arguably the 
best in the business, with lovely 
graphics and smartphone-style 
functionality, plus Apple GarPlay 
and Android Auto. 

The one grey area, though, is 
exactly what features our Astra 
will receive. While rear seat 
heaters are pointless, kit such as 
LED matrix headlights, forward 
collision alert and Autonomous 
Emergency Braking (AEB) with full 
auto -brake up to 40km/h would 
really set Holden’s Astra apart. 

In terms of room, comfort and 
available features, new Astra 
already exceeds expectation. Now 
if Holden can find a ride/handling 
sweet spot for Oz, and cure the 1.4 
turbo’s driveability and gearing 
issues, then Astra’s best may be 
yet to come. 

NATHAN PONCHARD 





Tail-geared 1.4 turbo’s flat-footed performance; boot is a tad small 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Class-leading cabin space and comfort; refinement; styling; 1.6T’s grunt 


40 wheelsmag.com.au 


Model 
Engine 
Max power 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Weight 
0-100km/h 
Economy 
Price 
On saie 


Holden Astra 1.4T 
1399CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v, tur 
110kW@ 5000-5600rpm^ 
230Nm@ 2000-4000rpm« 
6-speed manual 
1203kg 

8.5sec (claimed) 
5.1L/100(EU) 

From $21,000 (estimated) 
September 2016 





ALSO making its debut 
at Frankfurt, but not 
present at the launch, 
was the Astra Sports 
Tourer (above). Looking 
quite dapper in the flesh, 
if you open the wagon’s 
tailgate by waving your 
foot under its bumper (ala 
Ford Kuga) and fold its 
40/20/40 backrests flat, it 
can swallow 1630 litres of 
cargo, which beats almost 
every mid-size SUV. The 
wagon is also available 
with a configurable 
luggage bay that includes 
side rails, slideable 
dividers and cargo nets 
(ala Audi). Holden is yet 
to confirm whether we’ll 


Just like Audi’s A8 limo, Astra 
offers ‘IntelliLux’ LED matrix 
headlights. They cost €1150 
($A1850) extra in Germany but 
they’re (literally) brilliant. The 


GM’s ‘OnStar’ telematics offers 
24/7 customer assistance at 
the touch of a button (even 


Astra’s D2XX platform is totally 
new. Designed purely for front- 
drive non-SUV applications, it 
is lighter yet stronger, and has 


16 LED segments constantly 
alter lighting intensity and 
seamlessly blank out patches 
to prevent dazzling on-coming 
traffic. And they look cool. 


a flatter floor because it doesn’t 
need to accommodate a rear 
driveshaft. Opel describes it 
as “slim fit” because it doesn’t 
carry unnecessary weight. 


programming sat-nav for you), 
plus a 4G wifi hotspot that can 
connect up to seven devices. 
Holden says it is “two to four 
years away” for Australia. 


see the Astra wagon, but 
given its history in this 
department, there’s a 
strong chance we will. 



NEW-gen Astra’s weight 
optimisation covered 
everything from its 
body (-77kg) to chassis 
(-50kg) and electronics 
(-11kg), but also included 
fitting a smaller 48-litre 
fuel tank and shrinking 
the engine bay. Astra chief 
engineer Marc Schmidt 
said the engine ceiling is 
1.6 litres “at this point”, 
but admitted “[we] can 
always do something 
special”. That special 
car is likely to be Opel’s 
next Astra OPC, based 
on new-gen Astra K 
coupe architecture. The 
current coupe is just past 
mid-lifecycle, so a 2017 
Frankfurt show debut is 
likely for the all-new one. 
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PLUS & 
MINUS 


Weight; no improvement in efficiency despite new eight-speed auto 


Model 
Engine 
Max power 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Kerb weight 
0-100km/h 
Economy 
Price 
On saie 


Chrysler 300 SRT 
6417CC V8 (90°), ohv, 16v 
350kW@6150rpm 
637Nm @ 4250rpm 
8-speed automatic 
1965kg 

5. Osec (estimated) 
13.0L/100km 
$69,000 
Now 


t 


Visual presence; bulk grunt teamed with a lairy soundtrack; composure 


Chrysler 300 SRT 

Never mind the heft; c’mon feel the noise 


THE powerslide at the end 
of Temora’s airstrip wasn’t 
planned, it just happened. 
And it felt bloody great - 
controllable, smooth and 
backed by a raucous bent- 
eight soundtrack. 

The new 300 SRT (no ‘C’ for 
some time, and now no longer an 
‘SRT8’ either) has been given its 
own launch following the arrival 
of the facelifted, V6-powered 300 
a few months back. Yet this is the 
one that Aussies will want, as we 
love performance cars. And as the 
folks over at Holden and Ford will 
tell you, especially rear-drive V8s. 

Chrysler knows this only too 
well, and is offering two variants 
of the facelifted 300 SRT. The 
previously limited-edition SRT 
Core is now a full-time model, and 
starts at $59,000, while for $69,000 
there’s the ‘SRT’ (sans Core), 
which adds forged alloys, leather 
upholstery, sat-nav and - most 
importantly - adaptive dampers. 

The 300’s classic high waist 
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and chopped roofline have been 
spruced up with stylish new 
bumpers while inside has been 
given a spit and polish. 

Both Core and SRT are endowed 
with the same powertrain: a 
thumping great 6.4-litre ‘Hemi’ V8 
pumping out 350kW and 637Nm. 
The increases - 3kW and 6Nm - 
are due mainly to the new electric 
power steering, while the most 
significant improvement is a new 
eight-speed automatic in place of 
the previous fiver. 

The new transmission helps 
improve the SRT’s manners 
substantially (but oddly, not its 
fuel economy), and in tandem 
with the new steering tune gives 
the 300 a broader character. Both 
work with the three drive modes - 
Street, Sport and Track - that also 
alter throttle sensitivity and, in 
the flagship SRT, the firmness of 
the adaptive dampers. 

Track mode is the most brutal: 
a throwback in time to a raucous, 
barbaric persona that cares not for 


ride comfort but is all about speed. 
Here, the steering has much more 
bite, the transmission shifts are 
done by the shift-paddles - it 
won’t change up on you - and the 
old-school V8 warble is at its best. 
Switch to Sport and there’s still a 
firm ride, but the auto will shift 
after revving out longer, and can 
feel a little clunky doing so. 

The 300’s transmission is 
buttery smooth at slow speeds, 
but when up it for the rent, it’s not 
awfully fast for kickdown or snap- 
bang manoeuvres. It works best as 
a cruiser, rather than as a razor- 
sharp sports transmission. 

The SRT is a fast car in a straight 
line, and there’s hardly any squat, 
dive or roll for such a large car. Yet 
the heft of the 300 is constantly 
felt through the wheel and the 
pedals, making this more grand 
tourer than sports sedan. Still, its 
long-legged feel on country roads 
and its punk/rat-rod style will win 
many over with its unique appeal. 

DAMION SMY 


No Yank in this chain 

YOU cannot buy the 300 SRT 
in the USA. Yet, somehow, 
we get a right-hook SRT for 
Australia. This is amazing 
when you consider Holden is 
flogging between 600-1000 
V8 Commodores a month, 
whereas Chrysler has sold only 
618 300s year-to-date, meaning 
someone inside Fiat-Chrysler 
has successfully made the 
business case for a rear-drive, 
V8 sedan that sells in the 
hundreds per annum. Thank 
you, whoever you are. 
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Model Suzuki Vitara RT-S 
Engine 1586cc 4cyl, dohc, 16v 
Max power 86kW @ 6000rpm 
Max torque 156Nm @ 4400rpm 
Transmission 5-speed manual 
Weight 1075kg 

0-100km/h 11.5sec (claimed) 
Economy 5.8L/100km 

Price $22,990 driveaway 
On saie Now 
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Suzuki Vitara 


From 1980s tragic to new-millennial fun machine 



ANY WHICH WAY you 
look at it, Vitara is an ’80s 
icon right up there with 
Roger Rabbit, Reebok, 
and Roxette. The modishly 
chunky original sure had the 
look, inspiring the first Toyota 
RAV4 that kicked off the whole 
car-based compact SUV craze. 

Which is kind of ironic because 
Suzuki has refused to evolve its 
darling 4x4 since, sticking with 
the tough ladder-frame chassis 
for the subsequent (and not so) 
Grand Vitaras of 1997 and 2005. 
What must’ve been love 25 
years ago was over now, as SUV 
buyers abandoned the out-dated 
Japanese original in droves. 

Enter the Vitara IV, based on 
the nearly invisible S-Cross’s still 
box-fresh platform, scaling back 
hundreds of kilos and thousands 
of dollars in the process. It starts 
at $22,990 driveaway for the 
1075kg front-drive manual RT-S 
(yes, yes, GM-H lawyers!), while 
the mud/snow-traversing AWD 


RT-X at $31,990 (before on-roads) 
is also pretty lithe. 

But what compact SUV seekers 
may swoon at is the standard sat- 
nav, reversing camera, touchscreen 
multimedia, Bluetooth phone and 
audio streaming, cruise control, 
speed limiter, 17-inch alloys, 
privacy glass, and LED running 
lights, along with seven airbags for 
a five-star ANCAP rating. The new 
Vitara screams value. 

Its 86kW/156Nm 1.6-litre atmo 
petrol four might seem wildly 
optimistic against the Honda 
HR-V’s 105kW/172Nm 1.8, let alone 
the GX-3’s 109kW/192Nm 2.0-litre. 
But remember two things: Vitara 
boasts a substantial llOkg-plus 
weight advantage, and Suzuki is 
known for sweet, revvy engines. 

Lightly laden, even the slick 
(Aisin) six-speed auto doesn’t 
feel undernourished, stepping 
away keenly thanks to a sensibly 
spaced set of ratios. On RT-X 
AWD, a ‘Sport’ mode effectively 
keeps the engine revs within the 


power band, so it can actually 
feel punchy on the move, not to 
mention smooth. 

But while the Sport-less auto 
front-driver is also fairly spirited, 
heavy loads and hills can impede 
progress. You need to bury that 
right foot to keep the 1.6 singing 
in its sweet spot while, in the 
manual, stirring its slightly 
notchy shift. At least promising 
economy - between 5.8 and 
6.3L/100km - is the pay-off. 

Still, the chassis deserves 
more. Vitara’s dramatic diet 
has resulted in steering that’s 
pleasingly Swift-like, meaning 
sharp off-centre responses 
for enthusiastic yet controlled 
turn-in. Add taut handling and 
plenty of grip from 215/55R17 
Gontinentals and Suzuki has 
clearly tuned this SUV for fun. 

Ride comfort is yet another 
bonus, leaving occasional road- 
noise intrusion out on the open 
road as the only thing to whinge 
about dynamically. 


Suzuki has thought about the 
roomy and airy interior too, with 
large door apertures, vision- 
enhancing deep side glazing, clear 
dials (but frustratingly, no digital 
speedo), an intuitive touchscreen 
interface, ample storage, and a 
generous 375-litre boot. And while 
the driver’s seat initially appears 
flat, it retains adequate support 
even after a few hours behind the 
(leather- clad) wheel. 

However, no driver-assist tech 
like autonomous emergency 
braking is vexing; the rear bench - 
which sits okay - lacks any recline 
and/or slide functionality; and 
there are no rear air vents. 

Nevertheless, Suzuki has nailed 
the basics with Vitara IV. It blends 
dynamic smarts, commendable 
packaging and multi- configurable 
style with traditional brand 
virtues like some off-road ability 
in the RT-X AWD. It seems the ’80s 
compact SUV pioneer has finally 
come of (this) age. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 
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GRIPPING YARN 


‘Allgrip’ AWD features four 
modes - Auto (front-drive until 
wheelspin is detected), Sport 
(shuffles drive between front 
and rear axles continuously), 

Snow (default AWD on slippery 
surfaces), and Lock (channels 
torque to wheels with most grip). 
Aiding this is Hill Descent Control . 
and 185mm ground clearance.'^ 


SIDEKICK GLANCE 


HARD MARKER 


Chief designer TakehitoArai As the 

says Vitara’s clamshell bonnet, by cer 

squared off flanks, kicked-up varioi 

side ‘character lines’, and front optior 

guard vents are meant to recall is tryi 

the 1988 Vitara/Sidekick/Escudo Centu 

original, while the five-bar plasti< 

‘toothy’ grille pays lip service to 
the venerable Jimny/Sierra. 








As the analogue clock flanked 
by central circular air vents, and 
various colour personalisation 
options attest, the latest Vitara 
is trying hard to fit in with 21st 
Century fads. But its bomb-proof 
plastics need to try a bit harder. 




Love on the rocks 

THE FOURTH-generation 
Vitara is at least two 
years late because it 
was originally meant to 
use Volkswagen’s MQB 
(Golf VII) architecture, 
before relations soured. 
Sharing its monocoque, 
transverse-engined layout 
with the S-Cross - which 
Suzuki Oz is about to 
repositioned as a pure 
Corolla competitor, sans 
any SUV aspirations - the 
new Vitara is mooted to 
be getting an in-house 
1.4-litre turbo-petrol four 
to Join the Fiat-derived 
1.6-litre turbo-diesel 
that is “under serious 
consideration” for Oz. 


Mazda CX-3 Maxx 

$22,390 


GREAT styling, a stirring chassis, 
inviting cabin, excellent seating, 
and strong performance from 
gutsy, yet frugal 2.0-litre are real 
strengths. Beware the restrictive 
side vision and some NVH issues. 


5 ^^ 


Honda HR-VVTi 

I $24,9901 


EMPLOYING the Jazz’s super-low 
rear-seat folding system adds to the 
EIR-V’s spacious, innovative, and 
well-stocked interior, backed up by 
smooth driveability. But flat front 
seats and no manual option irritate. 
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PLUS & 
MINUS 


Price; lack of green fanfare; extra heft; soon to be out-dated 


The spark starts here 

EVERY electrified Audi, 
whether hybrid or full EV, 
will wear the e-tron badge, 
this A3 being the first player 
on the e-tron game board. 
Next will be an R8 e-tron 
capable of 450km on a single 
charge, while an SUV concept 
shown at Frankfurt will 
enter production in 2018 
(likely badged Q6) with a 
range greater than 500km. 
With that sort of rampant 
progress, the A3 already 
appears a little out-dated. For 
EV vehicles, battery tech has 
been the hindrance in terms 
range, cost and packaging 
constraints. Slowly, they’re 
being overcome. 


Plug-in hybrid finds home with its range 


Audi A3 e-tron 


AUDI is already talking up 
improved battery tech and 
electrified models with 
Tesla-beating 500km-plus 
ranges. That’s serious 
progress from when this 
car, the Audi A3 Sportback 
e-tron, was rolled out at Geneva 
in 2012. So is Ingolstadt’s original 
e-tron still relevant when the EV 
is clearly on the rise? 

Let’s sort out the confusion first: 
this is not an electric car, but a 
plug-in hybrid. It has a combustion 
engine up front - a 110kW/250Nm 
1.4-litre turbo -petrol four - and 
an electric motor sandwiched 
between it and the six-speed dual- 
clutch transmission, driving the 
front wheels. Below the rear seat 
is a 96-cell 8.8kWh lithium-ion 
battery pack. 

The fuel saving, on paper, is 
huge. The e-tron’s 1.6L/100km 
compares to the cylinder-on- 
demand 1.4 TFSl’s 4.7L/100km. 
Even the most economical of A3s, 
the 1.6 TDl, drinks 3.9L/100km. 


n 


BQ 


36U 
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‘Turbine’ alloys, a chrome front 
grille and hidden exhaust tips are 
all that will tell your neighbours 
that you paid more than $60,000 
for a C-segment hatch, and $24K 
on top of the price of a 1.4 TFSl 
A3 Sportback. 

Driving it, you’ll barely be 
able to tell you’re in the most 
parsimonious A3. With zero 
fanfare inside the cabin, it’s 
typical A3 - meaning class-leading 
fit and finish. Leather, sat-nav and 


a reversing camera are among 
the standard fare, while crucially 
there’s no change to the cabin 
space, although the boot is 100 
litres smaller. 

The ‘EV Mode’ button allows 
you to choose pure electric 
propulsion for up to 50km and 
speeds of 130km/h, ‘hold’ to save 
what’s left in the battery, or Auto 
which choses the most efficient 
mode. You’ll also gain range from 
the regenerative braking, offered 
in the Charge mode to top up the 
battery pack. 

i 


In EV mode, cabin refinement 
is brilliant. The only real qualm 
is increased road noise from the 
e-tron’s larger tyres. Otherwise, 
this is a genuine premium hatch, 
with the change to the petrol 
engine absolutely seamless, and 
its cabin remaining library-quiet, 
with a comfortable, if firm, ride. 

The e-tron weighs 298kg more, 
and mostly hides the extra kegs 
well, although it is noticeably 
heavier when cornering hard and 
braking heavily. It rolls more, too, 
but body control is well managed. 

Charging takes around 2.5 hours 
with a fast charger, or up to five 
hours using a standard 10-amp 
household socket. 

In a world of pure EVs like the 
BMW i3, and with 500km-plus 
e-trons on the way, it’s hard to 
see the A3 making a serious 
impact. Yet, despite the fact that 
it’s expensive and somewhat 
overdue, the A3 e-tron is the most 
convincing plug-in hybrid yet. 

DAMION SMY 


Seamless transition between el 




Lamborghini Melbourne 




Lamborghini Melbourne 
Authorised Dealer 

Sales and Service 
382 Swan Street, 

Richmond Victoria 3121 
Phone: 03 8420 6666 

www.lamborghini-melbourne.com 

facebook.com/zagameautomotive 


SV, The Aventador Essence. Now Roadster. 

As you slide into the leather seats of a 
Lamborghini your idea of beauty will be changed 
forever. From the exguisite craftsmanship to 
the aggressive roar of the engine, no other 
experience will ever come close. 


LMCT 9479 






PLUS & 
MINUS 


Sensitive brakes; flat seats; road noise; auto only has four gears 


Kia Picanto 

1248CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v 
64kW @ eOOOrpm 
123Nnn @ 4000rpnn 
5-speed manual 
930kg 

11.5sec (estimated) 
4.3L/100km 

$13,500 driveaway (estimated) 
March 2016 


Cheerful baby takes steps where others fear to tread 



K1 A Australia is diving 
headfirst into waters 
I where some big names 
have floundered - the 
sub-B city car class - with 
the Picanto, due here around 
March. VW Up, Smart ForTwo, 

Fiat Panda... Australia is littered 
with the still-warm carcasses 
of cool cars that should have set 
the segment on fire but instead 
fizzled out like a first-term PM. 

Though the rewards for success 
are potentially huge (mainly 
snaring youth loyalty for life), our 
big open spaces, low fuel prices 
and irresistibly cheap cars from 
the next segment above make 
what are officially called ‘micro’ 
cars questionable Down Under. 

Brave Kia, however, has 
shown the balls to battle it out 
against the inexplicably popular 
Mitsubishi Mirage with the new 
Picanto, a funky hatch that slots 
beneath the Rio. To keep things 
simple, only a single, mid-spec 
five-door is heading our way, with 


likely driveaway pricing of $13,490 
for the manual and $14,990 in 
four-speed auto guise (compared 
with $16K plus on-roads for a base 
Rio S three-door). 

And you’re not getting some 
flimsy, tinny buzz-box, either. 
Having already transformed 
Kia design in larger models, 

Peter Schreyer has ensured that 
the second-generation Picanto 
transcends the pitfalls of many 
truncated hatches, with balanced 
proportions, a friendly face and a 
striking tail-light treatment. 

Despite being Just a smidge 
under 3.6m long and 1.6m wide, 
the Kia’s lofty 1.5m height and 
near-2.4m wheelbase liberate 
enough space for four adults, 
though the meagre 200-litre 
luggage capacity (with a space- 
saver spare) is an unavoidable 
city-slicker consequence. 

Cabin plastics may be hard, 
but the dashboard’s elegant and 
easy layout shames many bigger 
cars, with the driving position. 


ventilation, vision and storage 
uncompromised by the pert- 
hatch packaging. Extra marks 
go to the forward-tipping rear 
seat cushion, allowing an extra- 
low load area with the backrest 
folded, effective Bluetooth 
connectivity and ultra-clear 
instruments. No wonder the 
Euros rate this baby so highly. 

One area the Picanto should 
score points with punters is 
its 1248CC four-cylinder petrol 
engine, a twin-cam variable- 
valve unit with an extra cylinder 
over most rivals. 

Fervent yet sweet, with Just 
over 900kg to lug around, it pulls 
away willingly in our UK test 
car, sings well past the 6500rpm 
redline, cruises effortlessly 
at 120km/h and promises to 
return exceptional economy 
using idle-stop tech (though 
that’s not confirmed for Oz). It’s 
a far stronger heart than the 
51kW/95Nm 1.0-litre triple that 
Kia Australia rejected, though the 


official O-lOOkm/h figure for the 
four-speed auto (which we didn’t 
test) is a snoozy 13.7sec. 

Kia’s Frankfurt base sorted 
the chassis - struts up front and 
a torsion-beam rear - with an 
emphasis on flowing (electric) 
steering response, controlled 
cornering and a comfy ride. If 
you’re up for some fun, the Picanto 
feels pleasingly lively, yet grippy. 
On the flipside, some road noise 
is evident and the brake pedal 
is overly touchy. Still, these are 
minor blemishes in an otherwise 
agreeably mature package. 

Kia’s plan is a canny one. With 
no alternatives from big-name 
players Mazda, Toyota, Hyundai, 
Honda and Ford, there’s every 
chance the well-specced Picanto 
will meet its 300 monthly sales 
target, establishing the brand as 
a sub-B leader. And that may be 
an enviable position to be in when 
fuel prices rise, pollution taxes hit 
and congestion worsens. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 
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Kindergarten 
cop:outS| 


FIAT’S tragically 
overpriced Panda is 
the latest sub-B mini to 
meet an untimely end 
in Australia, joining the 
world’s finest city car 
(Volkswagen Up) and the 
Smart ForTwo as recent 
casualties. The Smart’s 
death is especially galling 
because the just- revealed 
Mk3 finally gets the 
transmission, refinement 
and extra seating it 
needed in the stretched 
ForFour version. Twinned 
with Renault’s third- 
generation rear- drive/ 
rear-engined Twingo, 
they would have made for 
compelling premium baby 
alternatives in Australia. 



DUE here in February next year, 
we’re expecting big things from 
Holden’s micro contender. It’s an all- 
new car on a longer wheelbase than 
the unloved outgoing model, yet 
with a lower roofline. Local tuning of 
steering and suspension bodes well. 







LIKE IT? 
LEASE IT! 

Use the free viewa 
app to scan this 
page and check 
out how. 




Model 
Engine 
Max power 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Kerb weight 
0-100km/h 
Economy 
Price 
On saie 


Ford Focus Trend 
1498CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
132kW@6000rpm 
240Nm @ 1600-5000rpm 
6-speed automatic 
1364kg 

9.0sec (estimated) 
6.2L/100km 
$24,390 
Now 



Cohesive look; excellent equipment levels; safety gear; improved cabi 


Ford Focus 

Improved civility and value, but will it sell? 



FORD Australia has some 
great cars in its line-up 
but it’s not selling too 
many of them. So here’s 
hoping that this mid-life 
Focus update will provide 
renewed vigour to shift more 
product from Ford’s showrooms. 

The Focus is one of the last 
Fords to receive the new corporate 
nose, which also brings different 
bumpers and a subtly revised rear. 

Inside, the centre console 
and dash have seen a litany of 
buttons smoothed over for a much 
cleaner, smarter look. There are 
optional paddle-shifters and 
much improved surface finishes, 
elevating this car much closer to 
its original target: the VW Golf. 

The Focus line-up has been 
streamlined too, with the entry- 
level Ambiente gone, the diesel 
ditched and the dual- clutch 
transmission binned in favour 
of a torque-convertor automatic. 

That means all three trim 
levels, now starting with the 
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Trend, then Sport and Titanium, 
come with the same 1.5-litre 
turbocharged four-cylinder 
‘Ecoboost’ engine. It replaces the 
125kW/202Nm 2.0-litre GDi, and 
delivers 132kW/240Nm with better 
fuel economy, now 6.2L/100km 
compared with 6.6 for two-pedal 
models, thanks to an idle-stop 
system among its eco-arsenal. 

The new engine is quiet at slow 
speeds, but give it a prod and it’s 
a tad coarse, with a note that’s 
more gruff than buff. Teamed 
with the new auto, which shifts 
smoothly but has mapping that 
can’t quite keep up with throttle 
inputs, and it’s an adequate 
rather than rousing drivetrain, 
with the priority on around-town 
improvement obvious. 

There’s also a new tune for the 
electric steering. It feels too light 
at first, but it’s intended to make 
life easier around town, with less 
resistance, and that’s exactly the 
result. There’s excellent feedback 
at higher speeds, though, and 


while its lack of linearity may 
seem odd at first, the Focus is 
planted on long, fast sweepers. 

The ride is firm across all 
models, with the Trend running 
16-inch alloys among a swathe of 
standard gear that includes sat- 
nav and Ford’s excellent SYNG 2 
connectivity. It soaks up bumps 
well, even man-sized pot-holes on 
your local council’s to-do list. 

Upgrade to the Sport on 17s and 
the ride is still firm yet compliant, 
but like the previous model, the 
18-inch wheels on the Titanium 
brings a ride that is clunky and 
intrusive, despite the chassis’s 
excellent poise. 

The $23,390 starting price for 
the Trend is a substantial $3K 
more than the previous kick-off, 
but there’s more gear for the coin. 

Overall, Focus may’ve had the 
edges of its dynamics planed off 
ever- so -slightly, but it still offers a 
compelling drive on all surfaces, 
and it grocery-grabs with ease. 

DAMION SMY 


A shift from DCT 

FORD says that dropping the 
‘Powershift’ dual-clutch ’box 
is not a backward step. “The 
dual-clutch is very good in 
matching the efficiencies of 
a manual transmission,” said 
Focus chief program engineer, 
Mark Rampling. “[But] we 
found the torque convertor 
transmission more refined, 
smoother, and our customers 
are saying that they miss 
that.” It’s also cheaper: the 
step up from a manual is now 
$1100 instead of $2200. 




VW Passat Alltrack 

Mud-plugger wagon rolls up its designer cuffs 






PLUS & 
MINUS 


No high-output diesel for Australia; DSG stumbles in city traffic 




THROW a pair of hiking boots 
and khaki shorts at the new 
Volkswagen Passat wagon 
and this is what you get. 

It’s the second-gen Passat 
Alltrack, which brings a 
dose of off-road ability to VW’s 
sleek mid-sizer thanks to a Jacked 
up ride-height, heavy-duty bash 
plates and an armoury of high-tech 
off-road systems. Think of it as the 
Passat’s rugged, more-outdoorsy 
brother and you’ve got the picture. 

Like the regular Passat, which 
arrives Down Under this month, 
the new Alltrack is lighter, faster 
and more efficient than the car it 
replaces, and is set apart by unique 
bumpers, trapezoidal exhaust tips 
and bespoke wheels. 

There’s also an on-demand all- 
wheel-drive system, suspension 
raised by 27.5mm and the inclusion 
of an ‘off-road’ mode that alters 
everything from the traction- and 
stability- control systems, to the 
suspension, gearbox, hill holder 
and descent control for added 


performance on rough surfaces. 

Aussie variants are also likely 
to boast VW’s XDS-i- electronic diff, 
which provides selective braking 
to the front wheels to increase 
traction. Perplexingly, though, 
the Alltrack’s launch in Germany 
didn’t include any off-road driving, 
so the verdict is still out as to how 
capable this new model is when 
the going gets tough. 

What we can report is that 
injecting a dose of 4x4 ability has 
done nothing to blunt the latest 
Passat’s superb road manners 
and refinement. 

There’s the same luxe interior, 
the same unflustered handling 
and, importantly, a suite of high- 
tech toys, headlined by a new, 
purely digital 12.3 -inch instrument 
cluster. The optional system is 
almost identical to Audi’s virtual 
cockpit, only cheaper, and let’s you 
shrink the dials to boost the size of 
the integrated sat-nav. 

Four engine options are available 
(one 2.0-litre petrol and 
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Model 
Engine 
Max power 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Kerb weight 
0-100km/h 
Economy 
Price 
On saie 


three 2.0-litre diesels), but VW 
Oz has chosen to offer just one 
Alltrack variant when it arrives 
in 2016, powered by the mid-spec 
140kW/400Nm turbo-diesel. 

This new-gen TDl is lighter and 
15 percent more fuel efficient, but it 
can feel sluggish from a standstill. 
Sadly, the Alltrack’s best engine - a 
twin-turbo 176kW/500Nm diesel - 
isn’t coming here, though VW Oz 
may consider it in the future. 

The six-speed dual-clutch 
gearbox can also get caught out in 
traffic and occasionally delivers 
jerky shifts. On the move, though, 
there’s plenty to like. The 140kW 
Alltrack delivers ample mid-range 
grunt, its cabin is impressively 
quiet, and the ride on adaptive 
dampers is nicely compliant. 

VW is tipping a price tag of just 
under $50,000, which won’t only 
make it a lot of car and tech for the 
money, but should stick it firmly 
on the shopping list of anyone 
considering a mid-size SUV. 

ALEX INWOOD 


Refinement; classy, quiet cabin; 


tech 


superb road manners; interior 


Volkswagen Passat Alltrack 
1984cc4cyl, dohc, 16v, TD 
140kW@3500-4000rom 
400Nni @ 1900-3300rpm 
6-speed dual-clutch 
1630kg 

S.Osec (claimed) 
5.1L/100km(EU) 

$48,000 (estimated) 

02 2016 


Performance parked 

IF YOU were hoping the new- 
generation Passat might see 
a return of the mighty R36, 
prepare to be disappointed. 
When quizzed about the 
chances of a new halo model, 
Passat technical manager 
Heiko Nause said there are 
no plans for a performance 
variant - for now, at least. 
While denying any official 
work has begun, Nause said 
he is personally in favour 
of the project. “1 would love 
to do it; I’m all for it,” he 
said. The short-lived Passat 
R36 launched in 2008 and 
drove all four wheels via a 
220kW/350Nm 3.6-litre V6. 


Mercedes-AMG GLE63 S 

New name; familiar defying of physics 




YOU HEAR Australia’s most 
powerful SUV long before 
you see it. There’s a bark 
on start-up, and, with the 
throttle pinned open, it 
cracks, pops and snarls 
more like a low-slung hot-rod 
than a high-riding family bus. 

That’ll be the upgraded sports 
exhaust then, which is near- 
identical to the bi-modal system 
fitted to AMG’s flagship GT. It’s 
Just one in a raft of changes Benz 
has fitted to this ‘new’ GLE63 S. 

There’s a different name for a 
start. Look closely and you’ll see 
this isn’t an all-new car, but a 
facelifted version of the existing 
ML SUV, with a new naming 
convention and some handsome 
exterior styling tweaks. Benz has 
pulled the same trick across the 
entire GLE range, all of which now 
sport a new bonnet, new bumpers 
front and rear, LED lights, chrome 
tailpipes and fresh alloy wheel 
designs. There’s also a new, style- 
conscious Goupe version to rival 


the BMW X6 (see breakout). 

Inside Benz has done of a good 
Job of refreshing the ML’s ageing 
cabin. Front and centre is an 
iPad-esque 8.0-inch touchscreen, 
the instrument dials are new, as 
is the steering wheel. There’s more 
equipment too, with all variants 
receiving keyless start, a power 
tailgate and Benz’s Driver Assist 
system that combines radar cruise 
control, lane assist, active steer, 
blind spot detection and Pre-Safe 
for rear collisions. 

Engine wise there’s the same 
choice of four drivetrains - a 
ISOkW 2.1-litre turbo -diesel four 
(GLE250d), 190kW 3.0-litre V6 
turbo-diesel (GLE350d), 245kW 
twin-turbo V6 petrol (GLE400) and 
320kW twin-turbo V8 (GLE500) - 
but all are now more efficient and 
in some cases, like the 500 and 
63 S, considerably more powerful. 
Diesel-powered GLE wagons use 
Benz’s new 9G-tronic nine-speed 
automatic while petrol wagons 
retain the old seven-speeder. 



Of the bunch, it’s the AMG 63 S 
that has received the most 
attention. Benz has upgraded 
the 63 to the more powerful S 
version which, as well as a revised 
chassis and unique rear-biased 
(40:60) all-wheel drive system, 
adds 44kW/60Nm to its 5.5 -litre 
twin-turbo V8 for a total output of 
430kW/760Nm. 

The handling is hugely 
impressive for an SUV weighing 
2270kg, helped by air suspension 
that lowers the ride height as road 
speed increases and new active 
anti-roll bars, called Active Gurve 
Gontrol, designed to reduce lean 
through fast corners. 

The result is a super SUV with 
brutal grip and tremendous poise, 
but one that’s more expensive 
than the car it replaces. Prices 
are up across the GLE board from 
$3000 in the 250d to $7000 in the 
63 S, but that Jump is Justified by 
the suite of extra equipment and 
performance included in the deal. 

ALEX INWOOD 


Improved cabin; great soundtrack; physics-bending performance 


In the wake of X6 

THERE’S finally a rival for the 
polarising BMW X6. It’s called 
the GLE Goupe, an SUV best 
described as the GLE wagon’s 
sleeker, sportier and less 
practical brother. It shares 
the same basic mechanicals 
and 2915mm wheelbase 
as the wagon, but is 65mm 
lower, 81mm longer and 
68mm wider. It also has less 
headroom and a smaller boot 
by 40 litres. The Goupe offers 
Just three engines: a 190kW 
turbo-diesel V6 in the 350d, a 
270kW 3.0-litre twin-turbo V6 
petrol in the 450 (each tied to 
a nine-speed auto), and the 
430kW twin-turbo V8 in the 
63 S. In 350d spec, the Goupe 
costs $17,000 more than the 
equivalent GLE wagon. 




Model Mercedes-AMG GLE 63 S 
Engine 5461cc V8 (90°), dohc, 32v, twin-turbo 
Max power 430kW@ 5500rpm 
Max torque 760Nm @ 1750-5250rpm 
Transmission 7-speed automatic 
Kerb weight 2270kg 
0-100km/h 4.2sec (claimed) 


Firstdrives 
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VW Golf R wagon 

We’ve long championed affordable fast wagons, and in the Golf R Variant, 
Volkswagen has finally delivered. Did you hear that. Ford? 

WheelsMag.com.au/golfRwagon 



Mercedes A45 AMG 


Minor styling and interior alterations garnish 
more significant upgrades to the A45’s oily 
bits, including even more grunt. But is it 
enough to keep the A45 ahead of the pack? 

WheelsMag.com.au/mercedesA45 


Toyota Prado D-4D 

Toyota’s first all-new diesel for Prado in a 
decade brings greater refinement and driving 
pleasure, but no significant improvement in 
performance, despite an extra 40Nm of torque. 

WheelsMag.com.au/pradoTD 




Mazda BT-50 


Thai-built pick-up cops a refresh with more 
palatable styling and new infotainment 
in preparation for battle with Toyota’s 
forthcoming new-generation Hilux. 

WheelsMag.com.au/mazdaBT50 
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Headtohead 


I 


A FAST ’N’ FURIOUS FACE-OFF 



THE $43K GT diesel shares lots with the Mazda - cruise, 
hill-hold, keyless entry/start, blind-spot monitoring, 
reversing camera, rear parking sensors, sat-nav, dual-zone 
climate, auto wipers and lights - then adds front sensors, 
a bigger 9.7-inch colour multimedia touchscreen (7.0-inch 
in Astina), auto-park and massage front seats. 14/20 


PRICE & 
EQUIPMENT 


20 POINTS 


ASTINA’S brilliant turbo-diesel and auto, and the return 
to a ’90s nameplate, make for an interesting package. It’s 
pricey ($41K), but tops the 308 with rear cross-traffic alert, 
auto emergency braking, forward obstruction and lane- 
departure systems, radar cruise control, powered glass 
roof, seat heaters and adaptive headlights. 15/20 


PEUGEOT’S floating instrument cluster polarises. 
We reckon it works well, but depends on the proportions 
of the driver. Gabin is classy, well-built and offers terrific 
comfort with Alcantara/PVG seats, great ergonomics and 
good space. Gargo bay is more capacious at 435 litres, 
thanks in part to torsion-beam rear suspension. 17/20 


INTERIOR & 
VERSATILITY 


20 POINTS 


RED-stitched leather and suede trim elevates cabin 
ambience above lesser 3s, while a high level of standard 
equipment makes it feel worth the money. Rear legroom 
is more generous but boot smaller at 308 litres. Multi- 
function commander control knob aids infotainment 
useability and head-up display is useful too. 16/20 


PUG’S GT oiler is auto-only (the petrol GT is manual-only). 

With 400Nm from 2000rpm, the six-speed 308 charges 
hard, but with all 133kW arriving early (3750rpm), it’s not 
especially sporty, despite electronic sound augmentation. 
Acceleration to lOOkm/h is decent at 8.4sec, while 
4.0L/100km combined-cycle economy is brilliant. 16/20 


PERFORMANCE 
& ECONOMY 


ASTINA trumps 308 with 420Nm but is heavier, resulting 
in an identical sprint time. Economy is no match at 
5.0L/100km, but the broad power band and throttle 
response are worth the bowser cost. Astina XD manual in 
a land of its own for driver-appeal and it’s a weapon - 
seven-tenths faster to lOOkm/h than the auto. 17/20 


REAR torsion-beam suspension that helps cargo bay 
packaging (and doesn’t unduly affect handling) is 
nonetheless responsible for some bumpy-road niggles. 
While the base 308 is an absorbent grand tourer, the GT, 
ironically, isn’t as supple, riding on stiffer springs and 
18-inch wheels. But it’s commendably quiet inside. 15/20 


RIDE & 
REFINEMENT 


20 POINTS 


MAZDA’S exhaust sound synthesiser is subtler than the 
Peugeot’s, in step with the fact it doesn’t spruik its warm- 
hatch credentials as loudly. More engine noise might’ve 
helped mask the dull tyre roar on coarse-chip surfaces. 
While Mazda’s base 3 can’t match a cooking 308 for ride 
and refinement, the XD is in the league of the GT. 15/20 


TWENTY percent stiffen-up over lesser variants is felt in 
flatter handling. The snout points quickly in response to 
the small-diameter wheel and there’s only a subtle sense 
of the relatively heavy engine blunting the 308’s 
enthusiasm. Steering not big on feel but dependably 
linear, and the front delivers a high grip threshold. 15/20 


STEERING 
& HANDLING 


AS WITH the 308, adding an oiler to the sprightly and 
entertaining 3 removes some of the sparkle; it feels a bit 
nose-heavy compared with the petrols. But the steering 
delivers feel once you lean on the nose, and the engine’s 
low-rev torque brings a means of exploring the dynamic 
envelope that isn’t available in an SP25. 15/20 



SMALL cars start around $20K, so you need powerful justification 
to spend double that. And, given that a good hot hatch - say, a 
Golf GTI - delivers its entertainment with few compromises, 
an identically priced warm hatch, on the surface at least, 
exists in no-man’s land. Dig a bit deeper and the XD Astina’s 
effortless grunt, economy and a truly loaded level of standard 



equipment (with lots of advanced safety stuff) makes for an 
alluring package. The 308 GT diesel works with similar 
fundamentals, though it’s not quite as richly equipped and 
perhaps removes more from the poise and polish of the 
excellent entry-level 308 than it deposits in torque and thrift. 
We’d buy a Golf GTI or, if picking from this pair, the Astina. 
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HERE’S a problem with this car; a huge one. Only days 
before we collect this VF Series II - the final Commodore 
engineered and built in Australia - General Motors’ VP 
Stefan Jacoby dropped a bombshell. Not only will this 
he (he final Australian-built car - something we already 
knew - but Jacoby confirmed that when the VFII V8 dies 
in 2017, the Chevrolet SS goes with it, thus ending any 
hope that the Americans might pick up the four-door V8 
rear-drive baton and develop one for us as well. 

There’s no chance of a John Farnham-style comeback 
for the Commodore V8. So if you want an affordable rear- 
drive V8 sports sedan, ladies and gentlemen, this is it. 

For some. Commodore’s local genesis is the very reason 
For brushing it aside. Badge snobbery has never been 
more prevalent than in today’s self-obsessed society. 

It’s a very different world to that of the 1950s and ’60s 
when Holden ruled supreme thanks to import tariffs, a 
need for cars that could handle our brutal terrain and 
admiration of what we Aussies could achieve. 


Today’s Commodore shows its depth of talent and 
engineering better than ever. This is a car that has be^ 
built to hammer over tram tracks in Melbourne, tear 
up the Adelaide Hills, and have its big V8 reverberate 
between skyscrapers at 2am in Sydney’s CBD. 

It loves cruising to Bondi Beach in summer, HVAC 
blasting cold air, it easily fits five adults and luggage, 
yet it isn’t too big to find a parking space at Brisbane’s 
Queen Street Mall. And it has seals designed to repel 
the red dust out beyond the bloodwoods and desert oaks 
that Midnight Oil sang about. The people who designed 
this car know about our world like no other car maker. 
They’re our neighbours; they sit beside us at football 
matches, eat the same food and breathe the same air. 
That’s why it matters: it’s a car literally made for us. 

That demand for the V8 Commodore has remained so 
robust over the last decade makes this VFII SS-V Redline 
a beacon. We’re driving it from Holden’s HQ in Salmon 
Street, Port Melbourne, across Victoria and south-east to 



PEOPLE WHO BOILT THIS CAR KNOW ABOOT OOR WORID^"- 
LKE NO OTHER CAR MAKER. IT’S A CAR MADE FOR US 





RIGHT: A DAMP 
DAWN AT 
HOLDEN'S PORT 
MELBOURNE HQ. 
PERMISSION TO 
LIGHT 'EM UP? 
BOTTOM RIGHT: 
SADLY, REAR- 
SEAT TRAY 
TABLES WERE 
NOT PART OF THE 
VFII UPGRADE. 
BOTTOM LEFT: 
FOUR-PISTON 
BREMBO REAR 
BRAKE CALIPERS, 
360MM DISCS 













RIGHT: CHANGES 
TO REDLINE 
MODELS' REAR 
END RAISE THE 
DYNAMIC BAR (SEE 
PANEL, BOTTOM.) 
BELOW: 'BIMODAL' 
ALLOWS YOU 
TO OPT FOR 
'STEALTHY V8' 
OR 'UNCAGED 
ANIMAL'. 
BELOW CENTRE: 
DAMO SEARCHES 
HIS ITUNES 
LIBRARY FOR JEFF 
BUCKLEY'S LAST 
GOODBYE 




Raising (and stretching) the bar 


OUR first taste of the ‘MY16’ 

(as Holden calls it) SS-V Redline 
sedan was in a slalom test at 
Lang Lang. Holden had set up 
an exercise to demonstrate 
the difference between the 
LS3-engined and dynamically 
tweaked VF Series II against 
its MY15 predecessor, and the 
difference was massive. 

The old 260kW 6.0-litre 
auto felt docile, like it’s a gear 
too tall, without the punch 
to subtley kick the tail out 
to dissolve understeer. The 
304kW 6.2-litre, on the other 
hand, felt like it had been 
given a shot of adrenalin 
straight to the heart. Its 


combination of more power, 
shorter gearing and a greater 
rev range transforms the car’s 
feeling of liveliness. And the 
MY16 suspension changes, 
particularly at the rear end, 
combine with the grunt 
increase to really raise the 
Redline’s dynamics. 

Out on the road, the 
difference in suspension tune 
is even more apparent. Fitting 
sliding Brembo calipers to the 
Redline’s rear brake set-up 
enabled fitment of a new rear 
anti-roll half a metre wider, 
meaning the Redline could run 
softer rear springs to achieve a 
far more sophisticated 


ride/handling mix. 

Where the previous anti- 
roll bar (still fitted to the 
FE2-suspended SV6, SS and 
SS-V) was as stiff as possible, 
mounting the new bar close to 
the centre of the rear wheels 
introduces a much greater 
degree of subtlety. Holden 
sorted the Redline sedan first, 
then tried to replicate the 
improvement in Sportwagon 
and Ute. As a result, they 
share the same front struts 
but get unique rear dampers. 

You can instantly feel the 
more nuanced balance of the 
Redline’s chassis. It squats 
more readily onto its outside 


Tearwheej, which really points 
the nose into a corner, yet it’s 
also more supple, allowing 
it to cop mid-corner bumps 
effortlessly. 

Where the MY15 FE3 tune 
felt quite firm, yet still very 
effective at tackling corners 
with balanced conviction, the 
MY16 tune with new rear anti- 
roll bar adds a tangible layer 
of extra polish to the way the 
Redline drives. It’s without 
a doubt the best-handling 
Holden-badged Commodore 
ever, by some margin. 
NATHAN PONCHARD 
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Holden’s Lang Lang proving ground, the place where 
the dozens of Holden models have been developed 
over decades - more than 3.13 million of them wearing 
Commodore badges. 

The VFII Redline is one of those cars we willingly 
wipe the crust from our morning eyes for. After exiting 
Holden’s HQ in the spotlessly prepared sedan, our first 
priority is coffee. That’s where it begins. 

In trendy Port Melbourne, we park theVFII outside a 
cafe where crisp white tables are dotted with perfectly 
coif fed miniature pot plants. “Is that the new one?” asks 


the standard rear wing is more of a lip spoiler than 
a shopping trolley handle, and the tail-lights balance 
the front-end chrome with new clusters reminiscent of 
Chevrolet’s Camaro - a car developed on the VF’s Zeta 
platform right here in Oz. 

Subtle, too, are the engine-bay vents. They rest on 
VFII’s bonnet creases, and if you look closely, they 
actually work. The first three slots are wider than the 
final two, letting air out while keeping water and other 
intruders away from what lies beneath. And you know 
what’s under bonnet via the badge in the gloss black 



FIND US ABETTER 
ALL-ROUND V8 
SPORTS SEDAN ON 
PLANET EARTH FOR 
$55K AND WE'LL 
TAKE A DOZEN 


a well-dressed bloke in the line ahead of us. “Sure is - 
the Series II, the last one,” I reply. He’s chuffed. “Looks 
fantastic.” Suffice to say he didn’t order a soy latte. 

The visuals that caught the coffee-drinker are 
subtle, but strong. Take that front end, one that’s been 
carefully massaged by Holden designers Richard 
Ferlazzo and Peter Hughes. It’s clearly still a VF, but 
there are wider apertures, a middle section that gulps 
more air, and side ducts that feed more through to slots 
in the wheelarches. They’re surrounded by lashings of 
chrome, which thankfully isn’t overdone but carefully 
portioned across the nose, contrasting with the black 
upper and lower front grilles. 

Also black on our SS-V Redline is the roof - an 
option which sees it sent through the paint shop for 
a second time (it’s not a graphic) - as well as those 
fabulously glossy 19-inch wheels. This car’s stance is 
bold, proud and unmistakable, but not over the top: 


bumper insert up front: the 6.2-litre LS3 V8. 

This is the largest engine ever fitted by Holden to . 
a Commodore SS. It makes 304kW/570Nm - again, I 
top of the pops in terms of Holden (though not HSV) 
performance stock, backed by sub-5. 0-second O-lOOkm/h 
performance claim. Yet it’s the thunderous, addictive 
and powerful sound and vibration through the seat, 
steering wheel and three pedals of our six-speed 
manual test car that has us enamoured as we head 
north of Melbourne towards stunning Lake Eildon. 

Up the Hume, the SS proves comfy with plenty of 
space in the cabin, which is unchanged for this final 
edition, and its long legs are shown by the V8 ticking 
over at a mere IGOOrpm at lOOkm/h in sixth gear. We 
turn off at Broadford and onto an undulating, winding 
section that’s made up of sweepers and the odd hairpin. 

Here, the red rocket lets its hair down. That V8 goes 
from a quiet slumber into a symphonic, consistent roar. 




As I flatten the throttle and hold onto the SS’s chunky 
steering wheel, the V8 sound is louder than ever, and it 
washes over me as I become part of the car. 

It really does sound like a race V8, and its song has 
depth and variety. Squeeze gently at low revs and it 
responds with a warm burble, but at full noise it’s a 
roar layered with a shriek that’s boisterous, delicious 
and addictive. 

The VFII’s acceleration is rapid, but it’s not neck- 
snapping. You’re clearly in control, the composure and 
demeanour of the SS explosive yet predictable. You can 
feel the road surface through the wheel, yet the chassis 
won’t bump or skip off line and it’s more a chatter of 
what we’re steamrolling rather than a panicked shout 
of the road below. 

Even better, reach for the gear lever and push in the 
clutch pedal - which is springy, and not the lightest of 
pedals - and that direct connection to the mechanical 
underlay becomes even stronger. The bi-modal exhaust 
cracks the whip with a delicious pop and cackle when 


you lift off to slot the lever in gear. Change up and 
down - third, fourth, back to third - and the LST is^ _ 
always in its sweet spot. There’s no let-up ift^he- p^e,* 
no head-toss between changes as the gear ratios ha^' 
been perfectly chosen, and as it nears the 6600rprn ^ 
cut-out, the push just builds and builds, never trailing ^ 
off or letting up. I can’t stop grinning. 

As a driver, you’re part of this car: a crucial part of 
the circuitry that gets that wondrous V8 through the 
transmission and out to the rear wheels, anchored by 
supreme front-end grip and stellar Brembo brakes. The 
roads we’re on are wet, dry, ^nd at one point showered in 
hail, yet the Redline has such capable road-holding that 
we’re hardly adjusting our attacking style for the slippery 
stuff. And the extra revs of new 6.2 mean that this 
seemingly minor upgrade has, in fact, elevated the SS-V 
Redline to true Aussie sports-sedan greatness. 

As we head from Yea to Lake Eildon, the straight 
sections have us pinned on the head-up display to keep 
the Commodore below the speed limit: the refinement. 




ABOVE: OUR DAMO - 
HAPPY ONE MINUTE, 
TEARY THE NEXT. 
FAR LEFT: A V8 DONK 
INSPECTION OUTSIDE 
A PIE SHOP. DOES 
IT GET ANY MORE 
BLOKESWORLD THAN 
THAT? BELOW: MANUAL 
'BOX EQUALS GREATER 
CONNECTION AND 
SAVES $2200 


PLANNING a trip to 
the Territory? The 
new VF II SS-VRedline 
is speed-limited to 
240km/h as a manual, 
or lOkm/h shy of 
many European cars. 
SS-Vs fitted with the 
six-speed auto top 
out at 230km/h. The 
difference is due to 
the auto’s use in the 
Sportwagon (which 
is not available as a 
manual, despite those 
within Holden looking 
for a company car 
with more attitude). 
Without the speed 
limiter fitted, a VFII 
sedan should nudge 
280km/h. Given we 
clocked 263 in a VY 
Gommodore SV8 in 
2002, you’d think so! 
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Doctor Dave’s legacy: 
the ‘Baillie’ tip 



powered Commodore rolled 
out of the Elizabeth plant. 

The engineers he worked 
with will never forget his 
efforts and his commitment, 
though - nor how well he 
fitted into the Holden team. 
And they want customers to 
remember the legacy Baillie 
had on their cars. 

The exhaust tip 
he engineered for 
the VF Series II is 


sound throughout the cabin, 
effectively amplifying the 
V8’s roar under throttle. 

“The guy was a genius, it’s 
a tragedy that we lost him,” 
says Holden chief engineer 
Andrew Holmes. “This is a 
little bit of genius . . . and it’s 
astounding how 
much difference 
it makes.” 


IT’S cruel that David Baillie 
- or “Doctor Dave” as he was 
known - never got to see 
(or hear) the result of his 
acoustic engineering roaring 
down the street. The talented 
engineer died of leukaemia 
months before the new LS3- 


now known as the Baillie 
Tip, and in true Aussie 
style, it’s a relatively simple 
concept - drilling a hole in 
the side of the exhaust tip 
to direct some of the noise 
up towards the boot floor. 

It then reverberates the 
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that composure and muscularity of the V8 making 
its natural walking pace a brisk run for most. It’ll 
do 103km/h in second gear, yet this is a Commodore, 
remember, and a $55K one at that. 

That means that Ross, who we find pondering the SS 
with a mate as we leave the pie shop in Yea, has it on his 
shopping list. “I had a VT SS,” he says, when he realises 
that we’re happy to show him Holden’s latest and 
greatest sports sedan. “Can I have a look at the engine?” 
he asks, so we pop that vented bonnet. I show him the 
plain engine cover, and point out the sound enhancer 
that has bathed the cabin in V8 richness all morning. 
“Why do you need a sound enhancer when you’ve got a 
V8!” he laughs. Regardless, it’s on his 2016 shopping list. 

Pies devoured, we head south and through Chum 
Creek on the same road we’ve driven countless 
performance cars, the sun piercing through the tall gum 
trees. The sinewy, forested string of corners is a delight: 
tight on-camber curves, opening up into short full- 
throttle bursts before a long, long hairpin and a dose of 
the same. It’s here that the Commodore’s size matters: 
its turn-in is crisp, but the tighter corners make you 
aware of its size. Yet you can push it to the point where 
I wondered: “am I this good a driver, or is this car 
genuinely this capable?” I glance down at the speedo 
into a corner and the reading seems unbelievable as 

ANY SOCIAL OR CULTURAL BAGGAGE 
IS LEFT FOR OEAD AS THE PURE 
ORIVING SATISFACTION TAKES OVER 


the Redline flatters with its sublime chassis and ESC so 
well-calibrated, you never feel it intervene. 

Even if you don’t care one iota about Aussie cars, 
if you’re into driving, none of that matters: you need 
to experience one of the best rear-drive V8 sedans 
ever built on your favourite road. All that emotional, 
cultural and social baggage will be left for dead as the 
involvement and driving satisfaction of the VEII SS-V 
Redline takes over. This is a proper drivers’ car. 

Jacoby reckons that post-Aussie production, would- 
be V8 Commodore buyers will get the same buzz from 
“another technology”. No we won’t, Mr Jacoby. That’s 
like replacing Cold Chisel with Nickelback, or Porsche’s 
flat six with a V6. It’s just not the same. And it’s proof 
that the rest of the world doesn’t get why the V8 has its 
place in the Aussie motoring psyche. 

As we head south to Lang Lang, it dawns on me 
that we won’t ever do this again. Not like this, at least. 
Looking across those vents, planted in the driver’s seat 
so comfortably and at one with the car, its mechanicals 
and the Victorian countryside, the emotion creeps in. 

Someone at Holden will soon press the last 
Commodore bonnet closed, the last batch of paint 
will be sprayed, the final steering wheel will have a 
badge placed on it. The hard hats will be hung up, 
overalls no longer needed. There will be farewell beers 
and reminiscing about what this group of people has 
accomplished. Then, one person will have to switch off 
the lights for the last time. 

That moment will be in 2017. And that will spell the 
end of the greatest-value sports sedan Australia has 
ever produced, with no replacement in sight. That’s 
the problem with this car. And why Stefan Jacoby 
isn’t welcome at my next barbeque. W 
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It’s part road-trip, part shake-down test as we join Holden’s VFII team in Victoria 


PISTONS AND FISTS pump, as gratuitous bootfuls of bent-eight 
noise punch holes in the alpine air. No need to knock at the door - 
the Holden Engineering team has arrived at its quaint digs in the 
Victorian High Country to wrap the first of three days on the road. 

We’re in the run up to Christmas 2014. The 80 percent 
engineering road-train for the VF Series II Commodore program has 
just pulled in, and it sure doesn’t look like work. 

The V8 bellows might be all in the name of research; ensuring 
that they’ve got the bi-modal exhaust just right is one focus, says 
Chief Engineer Andrew Holmes. “One of the things we’re worried 
about is, ‘Are these cars too loud?’ We’re a little bit concerned we 
might be going just a whisker too far.” 

But the broad grins, animated chat and camera-phone pics suggest 
Road Trip rather than rigorous analysis. In fact, a Holden ‘ride’ - 
that’s in-house speak for the trip - appears to be both. Maybe it’s 
because this Commodore is the final Aussie one, but I suspect it’s 
just how they roll. Either way, I’m lucky enough to be along for it. 

So what is the team out to achieve? The term ‘validation’ is 
mentioned alot. “Coming out of 80 percent you should have clarity 
on the small number of areas that are still left that you want to 
keep developing, and you’ll finesse those from 80 to 99,” explains 
Director of Vehicle Performance, Ian Butler. “At 100 it should be 
identical to 99, but it’s just been through the verification process.” 

So who are the blokes responsible? While you might expect to 
find a burly fella called Wayne behind the Commodore, it’s Lead 
Development Engineer Amelinda Watt who, with chief Holmes, 
heads up a 14-strong crew for the trip. Though there’s also a Rob, 
a Ben, and a Dan, they call Watt ‘Ammo’, so perhaps your mental 
picture of Holden Engineering isn’t too far off. 

There’s no need to recall the LS3’s note as I sit down to write - 
my voice-recorded chats as I drove with the engineers come with a 
bent-eight backing track. But putting the barrel-chested grumble 
into words, ahh, you’ll have to drive one... 

The bi-modal exhaust tuning story paints the picture of how 
far the car has come. “The early cars at 65 percent you tended to 
notice the bi-modal switching open and shut,” says Butler. “[Now] 
when I step into it I’ve got this glorious V8 note, and then if I drive 
gently the car is very unobtrusive - that’s what you want.” 


A Melbourne city road loop formed the first half of day one: 
“Some general traffic stuff to make sure our clutch take-up points, 
driveability and shift busyness are all good,” says Butler. 

Tuning the entertaining end of the VFII’s dynamic spectrum took 
place elsewhere. “We hired a few racetracks,” adds Trubiani. “This 
old girl (an SS-V Redline) has had a pretty hard life.” 

“Through the tuning work we needed to be able to get the car to 
be able to do a really nice four-wheel drift with the stability control 
switched on, and not hold a good driver back. [To] reward a good 
driver, but be the safety net if they needed it.” 

Tuning the dynamics wasn’t all hanging the arse out, though. 
“We’ve done a heap of work around on-centre refinement, just 
trying to get the car to move faster with small steering inputs and 
just blending the steering effort,” Trubiani says. 

He’s deliberately avoided the path of sportier steering modes 
that merely add weight. “I’ve been very conscious of not doing that. 
Personally I don’t like it. We wanted the feature for a purpose; give 
a driver that extra response and crispness and precision.” 

The performance gearbox maps are designed to be equally 
helpful. “You lift off the throttle, it goes ‘Bang, okay, performance 
mode is activated’, explains Engineering Group Manager, Jeremy 
Tassone. “Then when you touch the brakes it’ll downshift, then 
it’s got timers for how long it holds that downshift for, and then if 
you’ve got lateral Gs on, it won’t upshift.” 

It’s one of the few areas that needs finessing, explains Butler. 
“With these roads there are almost no straight bits, so we reckon 
it’s sensing a bit of lateral G and we think we need to dial that 
threshold down a bit more, so when you’ve come out of a corner, 
but you’ve still got a very gentle lateral G, let it upshift in that 
situation. So that’s what we think we’ll have a play with next.” 

There it is. ‘Play with’ rather than ‘Work on’. More proof that 
this is an adventure, not a day job. Most car people think I’ve got 
a great gig, but I reckon what these guys (and gals) do tops it. 

In the spirit of validation, I put my theory to Holmes: ‘Does 
it ever feel like going to work, or is it more like having fun?’ 
“Never,” he grins. “I look forward to this months in advance. 

Test trip - you beauty.” 


JAMES WHITBOURN 




DYNAMICS ENGINEER ROB TRUBIANI 
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BELOW: TRUBIANI 
DEMONSTRATES HIS 
OPPOSITE-KEY-LOCK 
TECHNIQUE 
TO WHITBOURN 


Flow rider 


“All that crackle and pop on trailing throttle is tuned into 
the system,” says Vehicle Dynamics Specialist Engineer Rob 
Trubiani. “One side is straight through and the other side goes 
through the muffler. By opening [the flap, electronically], 
basically the rear muffler becomes straight-through.” 


ANOTHER DAY AT THE 
OFFICE FOR DYNAMICS 
GURU ROB TRUBIANI, 
TWEAKING REAR- 
END FEEL AND ESC 
CALIBRATION 






STARTED THE 
DYNASTY, AND 
WAS KING 
FROM BIRTH 


I SUSPECT the first time the words ‘quantum 
leap’ appeared in these pages was our 
description of the VB Commodore in an editorial 
devoted to the coming of Holden’s radical 
replacement for the Kingswood (or was it the 
Torana? Nobody, not least Holden, was sure). 

Steve Cropley and I understood from first 
turning the soft-feel steering wheel, at a 
Lang Lang-based drive in September 1978, 
that the VB brought a new level of dynamic 
sophistication; in terms of ride and handling, no 
Australian car approached the refinement and 
driver appeal of the VB. 

Our instant favourite was the top-level SL/E 
5.0-litre V8. Its now amazingly modest 125kW 
was far better able to exploit the chassis’ 
balance than the ancient ‘red’ sixes (64-66kW) 
that always were the early Commodore’s 
weakest link, drivetrains carried over virtually 
unchanged from the Kingswood. 

Australia’s inclusion in GM’s V-car 
program, headed by Opel, was 

forced on Eishermans Bend by 
the Holden board’s 




hesitancy regarding the replacement for the 
HQ models. Einally, the 1973 fuel crisis dictated 
Holden downsize one class size, though Holden 
claimed the VB’s interior space was 96 percent of 
the Kingswood, while admitting the exterior was 
14 percent smaller. The Australians merged the 
Opel Rekord’s cabin with the longer nose of the 
Senator to accommodate Holden’s in-line 
six-cylinder and V8 engines. 

Most significant among a host of local 
engineering changes was the replacement of the 
Opel’s recirculating-ball steering with a rack-and- 
pinion set-up. With power steering, the SL/E’s 
agility and responsiveness - just 2.6 turns lock- 
to-lock - had us euphoric. The VB locked in the 
Commodore’s first (of five) Wheels COTY awards. 

As chief engineer at Opel, Chuck Chapman 
developed the Rekord’s excellent coil-sprung 
rear suspension. Now Chapman was Holden MD 
and, with Joe Whitesell, chassis guru Peter 
Hanenberger and a younger generation of keen 
Australian engineers, they refined it further 
while re-engineering the front MacPherson 
struts for harsh local conditions. No V-car 
was better engineered. 

Our enthusiasm at Wheels stretched to the 
decision that the SL/E 5.0-litre warranted 
comparison with European sedans that were 
competitive in size, if not price: Volvo 264 GLE, 
Mercedes 280E and Rover 3500. Disregarding 
price, objectively the Commodore still won easily. 
Throw value into the equation and the SL/E 
romped home. Quantum leap indeed. 

PETER ROBINSON 



VL 


THE REVITALISED 
LION WITH A 
SAMURAI 


WHILE the excellence of the original VB 
Commodore as a driver’s car and a slice of 
modern design was undisputed, there were 
indeed doubters. By the mid-1980s, Ealcon was 
Australia’s sales king and Holden was deeply 
in the red - not just in financial terms but also 
with Commodore’s ancient ‘red’ six. 

Without the funds to comprehensively 
re-engineer its once-proud 22-year-old engine 
for unleaded petrol, Holden instead turned 
to Japan. It adopted Nissan’s alloy-headed 
ohc 3.0-litre straight-six also destined for the 
R31 Skyline, and thereby thrust the ageing 
Commodore straight to modernity. 

Even in base form, the RB30 six punched out 
114kW and 247Nm, an easy match for the fuel- 
injected 3.3-litre red six’s 106kW/266Nm. But 
the Japanese engine wasn’t just about numbers. 
Mated to either a five-speed manual or Nissan’s 
slick electronically controlled four-speed auto, 
the VL’s drivetrain was likened to a cut-price 
BMW, thanks to 
its ability and 

willingness to rev. 
The numbers 


spoke for themselves - O-lOOkm/h in 8.6sec, 
the standing 400m in 16.3sec and a top speed 
beyond 200kni/h. The VL Commodore instantly 
became the private buyer’s car of choice, even 
though the fleets stuck with the larger Ealcon. 

Then, six months later, all hell broke loose 
when Holden launched a 150kW/296Nm 
turbocharged version. Wheels August ’86 ran a 
speedo shot of the VL Turbo on the cover, the 
needle ‘off the clock’, which is exactly what the 
cover lines said. At that very moment, an Aussie 
cult car was born. 

The carby-fed unleaded V8 followed two 
months later, but all the attention was focused 
on the VL’s turbo six. Eor years the six-pack VL’s 
resale values soared far beyond the models that 
replaced them, and today you’ll pay alarming 
money for an unmolested manual VL Calais 
Turbo. In comparison, its successor - the fuel- 
injected VN Calais V8 - isn’t worth the haircut 
its headlining fell in on. 

Of course, VL came at the end of Generation 
One’s life, and was far from perfect. Its brittle 
plastic dash and ‘techy’ instruments seemed 
cheap even then, its air-conditioning system 
never quite coped with Aussie heat, and the 
locally stamped heads of the 1987-88 cars 
reportedly lacked the precision fit of the 
Japanese-made examples on 1986 VL Series Is. 

But its reputation was sealed. Near-perfectly 
sized, elegantly styled and smoothly proficient, 
for nearly 30 years the VL has proudly shone as 
Holden’s finest end-of-line model. Until 2015’s 
VE Series II V8, that is. 

NATHAN PONCHARD 
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V8s 
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ONCE AN 
ENDANGERED 
SPECIES; NOW AN 
APEX PREDATOR 


under the bonnet of the aero-look VN in 1989. 
Now, the ‘Iron Lion’ had fuel injection across the 
board, a far more competitive 165kW, a Borg- 
Warner five-speed manual and a limited-slip diff. 
And an affordable Commodore SS returned for 
the first time since VK to remind Australia that 
Holden was serious about stonking V8s. 

A truly world-competitive V8 Commodore 
arrived almost a decade later with the Gen III 
V8. Imported from Canada, the 5665cc Chevrolet 
engine offered a six-speed manual and boasted 
unprecedented power. The 1999 VT Series II 
Commodore SS saw its 179kW Aussie V8 
replaced with a 220kW Gen III screamer 
- as much power as the previous HSVs - and 
its all-alloy construction meant it was far 
more efficient, too. 

Today, the most potent Commodore variant 
packs a supercharged 430kW in HSV’s GTS, yet 
even Holden’s entry-level Commodore SS is a 
sub-5. 0-second O-lOOkm/h star with 6.2 litres. 

Two decades of the V8 Supercars juggernaut, 
and the passion that spurred on 1983’s original 
‘V8s ’til 98’ compaign has led to one in three 
Commodores now sold having a V8 under the 
bonnet. Holden expects that split could increase 
to more than half during VFII’s two-year model 
life, but beyond that, crickets. 

If the imported hot Commodore cops a twin- 
turbo V6, it would want to be VL Turbo good! 

DAMION SMY 


BATHURST. Brock. V8 Supercars. The V8 
Commodore is the quintessential Australian 
performance car. Yet when it arrived in 1978, 
the second world fuel crisis was about to impact, 
which led to Ford axing its Falcon V8. 

After the original VB’s success, the VC and 
VH models that followed, not to mention the 
disastrous four-cylinder Commodore, weren’t 
enough to keep winning the war with Ford. The 
energy crisis subsided. Falcon was on top and, 
after 1982, it continued to thrive without a V8. 

Holden replaced its 4.2-litre V8 with a fuel- 
injected six for the ’84 VK, leaving the carby-fed 
5.0-litre to go it alone. Once unleaded petrol 
arrived in 1986, the lack of investment in the V8 
became blatantly apparent. 

The emasculated VL 5.0-litre made 122kW, a 
whisker more than the 114kW entry-level six. 
Making matters worse was the 150kW turbo six 
- more power than Brock’s 137kW SS 
Group A - which quickly became the cop 
car of choice. The V8 was a tow car at best. 

That changed in December 1986 when 
General Motors paid off Holden’s huge 
$700m debt. Fishermans Bend declared 
the indigenous V8 would live, a decision 
supported by sister mag Street Machine's 
‘V8s ’til 98’ campaign that kicked off a 
few years earlier, and work began on 
reviving Holden’s once-great V8. 

The rejuvenated V8 roared back 


FISHERMANS BEND DECLARED THAT THE 
INDIGENOUS V8 WOULD LIVE ON AFTER 
THE ‘VDS 'TIL 98' CAMPAIGN 
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OPENED THE 
’DOPE TO PROPER 
BACKING 

[DriM 


EVEN when we sprung the camouflaged 
development mules, it was clear the 
forthcoming VT Commodore was going to 
be a good-looking machine. 

While it still relied on an Opel architecture 
underneath, the Australian design team, then 
headed by Mike Simcoe, had enhanced the 
proportions and ensured every detail looked 
the business. The colour palette, including 
Tiger - a burnt orange that appeared with the 
Series II - only added to its visual appeal. 

But the VT was more than looks. It started 
with a media launch, and the detailed 
workshops explaining the advances of what was 
billed as a world-class car were most telling. As 
well as reaffirming that the Commodore had 
made a giant leap over the VN/VP/VR/VS, it 
was an insight into the passion of the designers, 
engineers and, importantly, 

marketers behind 
the crucial 
new model. 


The VT brought an independent rear-end on 
all models and continued Holden’s safety push 
by adding side airbags and traction control into 
the mix. But it was the 5.7-litre Gen III V8 that 
arrived as part of the Series II update in 1999 
that revived Australia’s love affair with the SS. 

Our first thrash was at a sodden Proving 
Ground, where its high-revving nature was 
fantastic sideways fun. Its 220kW output was a 
hit and sent Holden on a long road of V8s that 
finally went as good as they sounded. 

The VT wasn’t without hurdles, such as the 
semi-trailing-arm rear suspension that chewed 
out the insides of tyres, or the bootlid that 
tipped water into the boot. Yet from the moment 
it went on sale in September ’97, it was a hit. 

Within 12 months Eord also chipped in to the 
VT’s success when it revealed its biggest Ealcon 
blunder, the unloved AU. Commodore sales 
rocketed, at one point selling more than 100,000 
annually of the various derivatives. 

Over its nine-year life (which also spawned 
the VX,VY and VZ), the VT created more 
model variants than any Commodore ever, and 
it was the generation that put Holden on the 
global map. It also piqued the interest of GM 
big-wigs such as Bob Lutz, who loved what 
Holden was doing and could see potential for 
other GM brands like Chevrolet, Pontiac and 
Buick. Indeed, the VT’s success convinced GM 
to sign off on the billion-dollar spend for the VE 
Commodore, developed as a global car. 

TOBY HAGON 



VE 


2006 - 2013 


TROLY 

HOMEGROWN, 
AND SOPERBLY 


iTiwATrn 


that pervaded Holden at the time was striking. 
Design and engineering are very different 
disciplines, but it takes both to create a great 
car. Holden’s now-retired engineering boss, 

Tony Hyde, was as determined as anyone inside 
Holden to see the excellent work of exterior 
designer Peter Hughes into production with 
minimal changes. 

It wasn’t until my first drive of the car outside 
Holden’s Lang Lang proving ground that I was 
completely convinced. Along with Robbo and 
Ponch, I was part of the Wheels crew trusted 
with the all-important first road test. It didn’t 
take long to realise that superb steering and 
sweet suspension were constants of the VE 
family. So was perfectly calibrated ESC. 

The line-up wasn’t all perfection. It was 
telling that VE’s obvious weakness was 
drivetrains, where Holden had no choice but to 
draw on what GM could offer. The high-power 
V6 was quite likeable, the V8 strong, and its 
new six-speed auto mostly impressive. But at 
the bottom of the range, in Omega and Berlina, 
things weren’t so great. In these, the low-output 
version of the Australian-assembled 3.6-litre V6 
was teamed with an outdated four-speed auto. 

Still, for a bunch of reasons, the Omega is the 
model that for me packs the entire VE story 
into one car, and also highlights the difference 
between Detroit and Eishermans Bend. Holden 
created a car for the common man, with 
looks and steering to shame BMW for much 
less money. GM, on the other hand, cynically 
calculated a four-speed auto was all some of its 
customers should expect in 2006. 


THIS most Australian of Commodores was 
Holden’s finest hour. Given a chance to show 
Detroit what it could do, the company grabbed 
it two-handed. Holden designed, developed and 
delivered a car that finally revealed the true 
dimensions of its ability. 

No Commodore I’d driven in the previous 
decade prepared me for how good the VE 
would be. Road-testing Commodores from 
VN onwards, and talking with the people who 
developed them, didn’t convince me Holden 
was overflowing with talent. To use an analogy, 
the company seemed to be an outfit you would 
trust to do a great job building an extension or 
adding a deck, but you wouldn’t pick them to 
build a dream home from scratch. 

And this is exactly what the VE was. With 
Opel deciding to quit building the rear-drivers 
that had been the basis of every previous 
Commodore, and nothing else suitable in 
General Motors’ cupboard, Holden would even 
have to lay the foundations for its next car. 

The Zeta platform remains the 
basis of Commodore today. 
The unity of purpose 


JOHN CAREY 



Get new car advice 
from the experts - 
not your neighbour. 


WhichCar helps you find the purrrrfect new car! 
Enjoy friendly, independent advice from the experts 
at Australia's ultimate new car comparison site. 
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Hyundai has resurrected the Tucson nameplate for 
its new mid-size SUV, and in doing so, has lobbed a 
serious contender into a segment full of good sports 



FORD KUGA TITANIUM ECOBOOST SUBARU FORESTER XT PREMIUM 
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HERE’S plenty of irony in Hyundai choosing to revive 
the Tiicson nameplate for its new-generation medium- 
size ‘soft-roader’. While the exhumed title is Apple 
Pie to the core, and Tucson’s interior has a Californian 
t^vang courtesy of Hyundai’s Irvine design studio, the 
remaining collaborators read like a 
semt- final for Eurovision. 

One-time Audi stylist and purveyor of Kia’s recent 
design Peter Schreyer, has lent his German 

aesthetic to the exterior, while Hyundai’s Czech 
factory handles the nuts and bolts (unless you’re 
buying an Active X variant, in which case your Tucson 
still hails fnim South Korea). But Australia lent a hand 
as well. Recognising that fun-to-drive DNA should be 
part of Hyundai’s brand character, this distinctive new 
locally tuned SUV delivers the dynamic entertainment 
to bolster its sharp-looking new suit. 

But life’s tough at the pointy end of Australia’s 
favourite SUV class. Earlier this year. Ford gifted its 
great-handling, sweet-steering Kuga with the Mondeo’s 
gutsy 178kW 2.0-litre Ecoboost turbo-petrol, addressing 
arguably its main weakness in the process, while 
Mazda’s likeable CX-5 had a magic wand waved over it, 
enhancing its appearance, tactility and all-round ability. 
Subaru, too, has been on its game, introducing fresh 
multimedia and a bunch of aesthetic improvements to 
embellish its class-leading Forester. Clearly, the Tucson 
has a fight on its hands. 

Given Hyundai’s ‘driver’s car’ claims, we headed 
straight for the petrolhead variants. Tucson’s sporting 
polish gleams brightest in range-topping Highlander 


AWD spec, packing a detuned version of the Veloster 
coupe’s 1.6-litre direct-injection turbo four, tied to a 
seven-speed dual-clutch transmission. Hyundai asks 
$43,490 for the privilege, placing the top Tucson 
eye-to-eye with the Mazda CX-5 Grand Touring 
($43,390), Ford Kuga Titanium ($44,990) and Subaru 
Forester XT Premium ($47,990). 

Unlike its overstyled and dated ix35 predecessor, 
the Tucson has real presence in the flesh. Its broad, 
masculine grille, aggressively angled headlights and 
handsomely proportioned shape look very European, 
especially when garnished with the Highlander’s 
19-inch alloys. The Tucson’s rear is less striking, but its 
distinctive horizontal tail-lights and bumper-mounted 
rego plate keep the Euro flavour alive, to the point 
where you’d never know it was a Hyundai if you 
covered the ‘H’ logos. 

In comparison, Mazda’s freshened CX-5 looks 
proudly Japanese. No matter where you look, its new- 
for-2015 details - grille, lights and wheels, as well as a 
much prettier dashboard - have enhanced its visuals 
considerably, in contrast to the dead-ringer appearance 
of the MY15 Forester. If only Subaru invested some 
time adding techy sparkle to the boxy Forester’s dated 
headlights, and less chintz to its dorky grille, people 
may want to buy it simply for the way it looks. 

The Kuga is also a bit of an acquired taste, and looks 
exactly as it did in 2013. In some ways, that’s a good 
thing - Ford’s controversial ‘dustbuster’ grille has yet to 
migrate to the Kuga’s snout - though even the Titanium 
variant’s LED lights and big 19-inch hoops can’t quite 


UNLIKE ITS OVERSTYLED AND DATED 
ix35 PREDECESSOR, THE TUCSON HAS 
REAL PRESENCE IN THE FLESH 
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MAZDA CX-5 V HYUNDAI TUCSON v FORD KUGA v SUBARU FORESTER 



Changing shifts 

HAVING a faux-manual mode in an SUV 
might seem like gimmickry, but you can’t 
discount the benefits for engine braking. 
And when your SUV has a sports flavour, a 
bit of manual action is a nice thing to have. 

Despite a lack of steering-wheel paddles, 
the CX-5’s set-up is the most driver- 
oriented. Its tip-shift gate works in our 
favoured style - forward for a downshift, 
back for an upshift - and it will hold a 
manually selected gear at redline. It also 
has an intuitive ‘Sport’ mode that’s so good 
at pre-empting your driving mood the 
tip-shift gate is often unnecessary. 

The Forester is the only car here to score 
flappy paddles, though its eight-ratio 


stepped CVT never feels or sounds as 
satisfying as an auto with specific gears. 

The Kuga’s six-speed auto matches revs 
on downshifts and mates well with the 
engine’s muscle, but its Sport mode is little 
different to regular Drive and its tip-shift 
(on the side of the gearlever) is awkward 
and infuriatingly rubbish to use. 

The Tucson has a traditional +/- gate 
next to Drive, but it works in reverse to the 
Mazda. It also upshifts at redline and won’t 
downshift early enough when prodded. Its 
Sport mode is disguised in a ‘Drive Mode’ 
button near the shift lever that also tweaks 
steering weight and throttle response, and 
perks up the dual-clutcher’s shift mapping. 
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BACKED BY A SUPER-RESPONSIVE 
DRIVETRAIN, WHEN DRIVEN HARD THE CX-5 
PROVES AS AGILE AS THE BEST OF THEM 


ABOVE: WHEN 
HUSTLED, THE 
CX-5 IS AN 
ENTERTAINING 
DRIVE, BUT 
IT LACKS THE 
SUPREME 
DYNAMIC 
FLUIDITY OF ITS 
FORD RIVAL 


manage to overcome the Kuga’s blocky body. 

But looks can be deceptive. Beneath the Kuga’s 
creased bonnet resides one of Ford’s best engines. 
Packing a solid 178kW, backed by 345Nm from 2000- 
4500rpm, the 2.0-litre turbo-petrol four is a vast 
improvement over the underwhelming 1.6 turbo still 
fitted to the base Ambiente, and its sweetly throaty 
induction growl is the perfect accompaniment for 
the Kuga’s hot-hatch-like performance. 

Slicing more than three seconds from the old 
car’s O-lOOkm/h time and over two seconds from its 
standing 400m sprint, the 2.0-litre turbo Titanium 
is now a genuine match for Subaru’s ever-thrusty 
Forester XT. Indeed, 15.2sec for the traditional 
quarter-mile is Fiesta ST territory, while around 
town Kuga’s winning 3.4sec 0-60km/h time combines 
with its fizzy engine note to make it feel even 
livelier than it is. If only its transmission had a Sport 
mode that effectively supported its terrific engine. 

Still, the spritely Kuga can’t quite match the 
deceptively brisk Forester XT. While 2015’s CVT- 
equipped generation isn’t quite as rapid as lighter 
models of yesteryear, the turbo Forrie’s seven-dead 
to lOOkm/h isn’t hanging about. And it gets there 
with impressive smoothness, its tacho needle rigid 
at 5800rpm as it surges ahead with just a faint 
hint of horizontally opposed character from its 
177kW/350Nm 2.0-litre flat-four. 

Interestingly, Subaru’s steering wheel-mounted 
‘Si-Drive’ system - with Intelligent, Sport and 
Sport# modes - has never worked as well as it does 
in the Forester XT. Finally, eco-minded Intelligent 
has enough turbo-boosted torque to work with, 
backed by Subaru’s excellent ‘Lineartronic’ CVT 
transmission, to make it a viable option for general 
driving. Sport perks up throttle response and adds 


meat to the steering weight, while Sport# introduces 
eight artificially inserted steps into the ratio set 
and combines neatly with the XT’s wheel-mounted 
paddles to provide engine braking in corners. But 
Forester accelerates quicker in regular CVT mode. 

Responding to popular demand, Mazda added a 
Sport mode to its six-speed ‘SkyActiv-Drive’ auto 
on CX-5 petrols for 2015 and it’s a beauty. Eager to 
downshift under brakes, yet willing to hold a gear 
when the driver’s inner Ricciardo intensifies, the 
CX-5’s Sport mode treads the fine line between 
keen and crazed with aplomb. And yet its auto does 
an equally fine job in regular mode, with less of a 
propensity to grab sixth gear than it once had, and a 
slightly sweeter edge to its throaty, revvy engine. 

Thanks to the strength of the competition, the 
turbo Tucson has its work cut out, even running 
an up-to-date drivetrain. Tipping the scales at a 
solid 1690kg (64kg more than the CX-5) and with 
only 130kW against the 2.5-litre Mazda’s 138kW, 
the Hyundai relies on its seven tight ratios, rapid 
dual-clutch upshifts and the breadth of its torque - 
265Nm from 1500-4500rpm - to marginally outpace 
the eager Mazda. But in its upper reaches, the 
Tucson’s engine starts to sound a bit strained, which 
is at odds with its slick around-town demeanour. 

Indeed, much of the time the Tucson’s union of 
engine and transmission is superb, giving off a 
genuine impression of German-style refinement, bar 
the odd hiccup at low speeds. But then, to varying 
degrees, the Forester’s silken muscle, the Kuga’s 
addictive energy and the Mazda’s effervescent 
urge are all equally as sweet. In this company, the 
Hyundai needs to be better than merely good. 

Same goes for its dynamics. Hyundai Oz worked 
hard at achieving both ride and handling excellence 
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FORD KUGA TITANIUM ECOBOOST v HYUNDAI TUCSON HIGHLANDER v 



FORD KUGA' 


KUGA suffers a rather anorexic rear- 
seat cushion and its boot could be 
bigger, though foot-waving electric 
tailgate opener is a unique touch 


SOME testers disliked the Kuga’s bulky dashboard so much, it would be a deal-breaker, though an 
update incorporating Ford’s new-gen SYNC2 multimedia screen is on the way. Thick pillars with curved 
bases restrict vision a little, but steering wheel, seats and driving position are beyond reproach. Manual 
front passenger seat gets crank-handle height adjustment and side bolsters that dial in and out. 



TUCSON’S generous boot somehow 
fits a 245/45R19 full-size Continental 
under its floor. It’s remarkably 
well-packaged for an AWD wagon 
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TUCSON’S cabin is clear but characterless. Needs the two-tone trim option (pictured) to overcome 
its drab plastics, many of which appear scratch-prone. But its upholstery is good quality and its seat 
comfort is excellent, front and rear. This group’s largest sunroof combines with an airy cabin to make 
Tucson feel luxuriously roomy. But its centre touchscreen can be confusing and audio quality is average. 


MAZDA CX-5 GRAND TOURING v SUBARU FORESTER XT PREMIUM 



MAZDA CX-5 
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NEATLY trimmed Mazda boot 
appears larger than its claimed 
capacity. Seat-fold mechanism is 
brilliant but its tailgate is manual 


FACELIFTED CX-5 cabin has been transformed from slightly disappointing to class best. Mazda kept the 
good bits - classy dials, superb steering wheel, quality switchgear - and revamped the centre console, 
adding its own MZD Connect sat-nav system. No rival can match CX-5’s finish and trim quality, though 
its seats don’t quite achieve true comfort, and its rear section is a little austere, lacking air vents. 



FORESTER scores a (slow-acting) 
electric tailgate and packs a full- 
size spare under its stepped floor. 
Protector mat, scuff guard optional 


IT’S unfortunate Subaru doesn’t devote as much attention to finessing the finer details like Mazda does 
- cue plasticky power window switches and the budget plastic panel they’re mounted on - but that takes 
nothing away from Forester’s all-round ability. It might not be the prettiest bauble on the tree, but it’s 
certainly near the top, with brilliant vision, a superb multimedia interface and outstanding audio quality. 
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with the Tucson and for the most part they’ve succeeded. 

With the console-mounted Drive Mode button 
switched to Sport, which improves the consistency of its 
steering weighting considerably while perking up the 
transmission’s shift mapping, the Tucson is unexpected 
fun to drive. Its chassis has an innate sense of poise, with 
the ability to interact via its rear-end to adjust its angle 
of cornering attack. Yet, thanks to the trustworthiness 
of its connection with the road, and the marvellous grip 
from its Continental rubber, you can really throw the 
Tucson around, without ESC trying to hobble your fun. 

It has great turn-in, too, and a pleasingly thin-rimmed 
steering wheel clad in quality leather. 

Throw a four-up load and a challenging road at the 
Tucson, however, and its ability unravels a little. While 
its impressive ride maintains its suppleness, it lacks 
the firm rebound control of the Kuga and can feel a 
touch underdamped at times. It was the only car to kiss 
its right-front bump stop when pushed hard over one 
particular mid-corner bump and, while it never forgets 
how to party, your family may not be so enthused. 

Then there’s Tucson’s engine, which tries hard but 
lacks inspiration, and its transmission, which won’t 
downshift early enough when calling for engine braking 
into a corner. And its brakes, which performed a pair 
of brilliant 34.9m stops from lOOkm/h at the strip but 
became quite whiffy during our back-to-back runs. 

For medium-SUV handling par excellence, look no 
further than Ford’s delightful Kuga. Blessed with a level 
of finesse and dynamic nuance that is unmatched by 
any rival here, the Kuga remains the benchmark. Its 
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involving rear-end feels exquisitely balanced when you 
trail-brake into a corner, settling onto its outside rear 
tyre like the Tucson (and the CX-5 and Forester, for that 
matter) but with better damping control and greater 
overall polish. Then there’s the Kuga’s steering, which 
only needs one setting to deliver outstanding feedback, 
making it incredibly easy to place in a corner. In 
comparison, Tucson’s Comfort mode is all a bit light and 
fluffy, if still with a most un-Korean level of precision. 

Compared to its former bosom buddy, Mazda’s CX-5 
takes a bit of warming up before it really starts to 
boogie. There’s an aloofness to the CX-5, as if it goes 
where it’s pointed but isn’t particularly encouraging 
until you really begin to hustle it. When you do, though, 
the Mazda demonstrates the depth of its talents. 

Backed by a super-responsive drivetrain, if you set up 
the CX-5 by rolling some weight onto its back end, she’s 
as agile as the best of them, with a surprising amount 
of oversteer allowed by the ESC before it nibbles at 
the edges. The CX-5’s retuned electric steering is a lot 
more consistent in its weighting than it used to be, 
and while its 225/55R19 Toyos grip pretty well, though 
they produce a lot more tyre squeal than the excellent 
Continentals worn by the Hyundai and Ford. 

With the Forester, tyres and steering are its 
kryptonite. To please the snow and dirt set, Subaru fits 
the XT with all-terrain 225/55R18 Bridgestone Duelers 
and they ultimately aren’t up to its performance. As a 
result, its stability control can be quite intrusive when 
you’re driving enthusiastically, but the XT is only the 
press of an ESC button away from being really quick. 









1 ITS SWEETLY THROATY INDUCTION GROWL 


IS THE PERFECT ACCOMPANIMENT FOR THE 
i KUGAS HOT-HATCH-LIKE PERFORMANCE 



HYUNDAI TUCSON v SUBARU FORESTER v MAZDA CX-5 v FORD KUGA 


Equipment levels 


PAYING $43. 5K for the Tucson 
Highlander buys lots of stuff. 

It gets a full suite of safety 
electronics (AEB, lane-keeping 
and lane-change assist, blind- 
spot monitoring, rear cross- 
traffic alert, trailer stability 
assist and active cruise), as well 
as leather trim, heated/cooled 


front seats (10-way electric for 
driver, 8-way for passenger), 
keyless entry/start, a huge glass 
sunroof, and LED lights at both 
ends (directional at the front). 

About the only areas the 
$4500-dearer forester XT 
Premium upstages the Tucson 
are its wheel paddles and its far 


superior eight-speaker Harman 
Kardon stereo. Otherwise, it 
wears smaller wheels and has a 
rear camera but no sensors. 

The $45K Kuga Titanium gets 
active park assist and a hands- 
free power tailgate, but no 
electric front passenger seat or 
autonomous electronic safety 


tech (it’s a $1600 extra, including 
tyre pressure monitors). 

The CX-5 GT saves $100 over 
the Tucson, but asks more for 
auto-brake tech and blind-spot 
monitoring, and doesn’t offer 
forward collision warning, lane- 
departure assistance or LED 
headlights. Small sunroof, too. 




That and a better set of tyres. 

The more deftly you drive the Forester, and the 
greater your commitment, the stronger its ability. It 
has tremendous drive out of corners and, while it rolls 
a fair bit, it’s a hoot to play around with. Pity you drive 
on what its chassis says, though, and not its steering. 
Even in weightier Sport or Sport# mode, the Forester’s 
tiller lacks the crispness of its rivals, Tucson included. 

But when the going gets tough, boy does it ride. 

Over our punishing four-up section, the Forester 
made a mockery of all surfaces, blotting bumps 
while remaining level and smooth, backed by decent 
refinement, as well as nuanced and keen handling. Add 
outstanding vision and a great drivetrain and the whole 
exercise seemed like a walk in the park. 

For body control and all-round confidence, the Kuga 
shines, though it doesn’t gift its passengers with the 
same level of suppleness the Forester does. It’s the 
Hyundai that comes closest to matching the Subaru’s 
comfort, and in low-speed situations on better roads, 
it’s actually the better of the two. But it transmits more 
road noise than the Ford on the same tyres. 

The firmer Mazda also has better body control than 
the Hyundai, but unlike the Euro Ford, it can’t match 
the supple nuance of the Korean’s Aussie-tuned chassis. 
The CX-5 can feel a bit stiff-legged over sharp bumps 
and, in contrast to the Tucson and Kuga, fails to give 
the impression of a completely happy union between its 
pretty 19s and its suspension tune. Seated up front, its 
Toyos are quieter than the Tucson’s Contis, but nothing 
can out-hush the Forester. 

There’s one final ace up the Hyundai’s sleeve that 
no one expected. While it’s the shortest car here, 
it has the most rear seat room and easily the most 
comfortable rear bench, trimmed in lovely soft leather 
(with perforated centres) in Highlander spec. Hell, the 
plush front pair get heaters and coolers, not to mention 
full power adjustment, outshining the undoubted 
excellence of the Kuga’s front chairs. About the only 
thing we don’t like in the Tucson’s airy cabin is the 
layer upon layer of drab plastics, and the conservatism 
of its design. It’s a bit, shall we say, American. 

For cabin quality, nothing can touch the updated 


CX-5. Best plastics, best switchgear, best trim and 
best overall cabin appearance go a long way to 
compensating for its less-than-perfect rear seat 
environment - average vision, no rear air vents - and 
seats that you sit on, rather than in. Yet its quality 
extends all the way to its tailgate, with an inbuilt 
luggage cover and one-touch rear-seat folding. 

The Subey doesn’t have the greatest seats in the 
world, either, particularly for lateral support, but on a 
long trip its comfort, and the incredibly airy feel of its 
low window line and deep windscreen, are a blessing. 
We also love the Forester’s new multimedia set-up, and 
its Harman Kardon stereo is a bass-cranking beauty. 

Yet there’s something deeply compelling about the 
XT Premium’s pragmatism. And beneath its practical 
sense is a fast, refined, roomy, entertaining SUV with 
enough runs on the board to guarantee near-faultless 
operation and strong resale, despite its $48K ask. We’d 
fit better tyres, but the Forester is an SUV that will 
keep on giving if you don’t mind the look. 

The Tucson may not have the Subaru’s badge cred, or 
its ultimate composure, but for 98 percent of the time 
this handsome slice of German-inspired SUV is about 
as far from its American naming roots as possible. It’s 
nicely built, cleverly packaged, comfortable, practical, 
and fun to drive, with the polish its ix35 predecessor 
lacked. But is it better than the CX-5 and Kuga? 

As an all-rounder, yes. The Kuga is a great driver’s 
SUV, albeit a relatively thirsty one, and pampers its 
front-seat occupants. But it lacks the thoroughness of 
the Tucson’s packaging, even though the Ford makes up 
for a lot with its superb steering and throaty engine. 

Its Hiroshima rival is more stylish, more tactile and 
much more efficient, yet the CX-5 doesn’t quite reach 
the level of comfort, practicality and driving enjoyment 
of the Subaru and Hyundai either. Yes, it can be an 
engaging drive, and it’s definitely a better car than it 
was last year, but in a fight as tight as this, its few flaws 
push it down the podium. 

So, Hyundai goes from nowhere to a near-match with 
the Forester. The Koreans might have taken a while to 
see what it takes to make a really good car, but in AWD 
1.6T Highlander guise, the Tucson certainly has it. 
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THE MORE DEFTLY YOU DRIVE THE 
FORESTER, AND THE GREATER YOUR 
COMMITMENT, THE STRONGER ITS ABILITY 
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FORDKUGA TITANIUM 

1 HYUNDAI TUCSON H'LANDER I 

MAZDA CX-5 GT 

1 SUBARU FORESTER XT 


$44, 990/As tested $46,975** 

Drivetrain 

$43, 490/As tested $44,085** 

$43,390/As teste^43,538’^ 

$47,990/As tested $47,990 

Engine 

in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbo 

in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbo 

in-line 4, dohc, 16v 

flat 4, dohc, 16v, turbo 

Layout 

front engine (east-west), all drive 

front engine (east-west), all drive 

front engine (east-west), all drive 

front engine (north-south), all drive 

Capacity 

1999CC 

1591CC 

2488CC 

1998CC 

Power 

178kW@5500rDm 

130kW@5500rpm 

138kW@5700rpm 

177kW^5600rpm 

Torque 

345Nm@2000-4500rDm 

265Nm@ 1500-4500rom 

250Nm@4000rom 

350Nm@2400-3600rom 

Transmission 

G-speed automatic 

7-soeed dual-clutch 

6-soeed automatic 

CVT automatic 


Chassis 

Dody 

steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 

steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 

steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 

steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 

L/W/H/W-D 

4524/1838/1701/2690mm 

4475/1850/1660/2670mm 

4540/1840/1710/2700mm 

4595/1795/1735/2640mm 

Front/rear track 

1563/1565mm 

1604/1615mm 

1585/1590mm 

1545/1550mm 

Weight 

1657ka 

1690ko 

1626ko 

1649ko 

Root capacity 

406 litres 

488 litres 

403 litres 

422 litres 

Fuel/capacity 

95 octane/60 litres 

91 octane/62 litres 

91 octane/58 litres 

95 octane/60 litres 

Fuel consumption 

12.9L/100km (test averaqe) 

10.9L/100km (test averaqe) 

10.2L/100km (test averaqe) 

11.4L/100km (test averaqe) 


Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 

Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 

Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 

Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 

Suspension 

Rear: multi-links, coil springs, 

Rear: multi-links, coil springs, 

Rear: multi-links, coil springs, 

Rear: double A-arms, coil springs, 


anti-roll bar 

anti-roll bar 

anti-roll bar 

anti-roll bar 

Steering 

electric rack-and-pinion 

electric rack-and-pinion 

electric rack-and-pinion 

electric rack-and-pinion 

Turning circle 

11.1m (2.7 turns lock-to-lock) 

10.6m (2.8 turns lock-to-lock) 

11.2m (2.7 turns lock-to-lock) 

10.6m (3.2 turns lock-to-lock) 

Front brakes 

ventilated discs (320mm) 

ventilated discs (305mm) 

ventilated discs (297mm) 

ventilated discs (316mm) 

Rear brakes 

..solid discs (280mm) 

solid discs (302mm) 

.solid discs (303mm) 

ventilated discs (278mm) 

Tyres 

Continental ContiSportContactG 

Continental ContiSoortContact5 

Toyo Proxes R36 

Bridgestone Dueler H/L 

Tyre size 

235/45R19 99V 

245/45R19 98W 

225/55R19 99V 

225/55R18 98H 


Safetv 

l\ICAP rating 

[ ★★★★★ (AUS) 

not tested 

★★★★★ (AUS) 

★★★★★ (AUS) 


Performance 





Power to weight: 107kW per tonne 

Power to weight: 77kW per tonne 

Power to weight: 85kW per tonne 

Power to weight: 107kW per tonne 


Redline/cut-out: 6500/6600rom 

Redline/cut-out: 6500/6250rom 

Redline/cut-out: 6200/6300rom 

Redline/cut-out: 6000/6200rom 


Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 96 

Speed at indicated 100km/h: 95 

Speed at indicated 100km/h: 95 

Speed at indicated 100km/h: 96 


Speed in gears 




O 

60km/h@6500rpm 

43km/h@6250rpm 

56km/h@6200rpm 

221km/h@5800rpm* 

Q 

93km/h@6500rpm 

74km/h @ 6250rpm 

98km/h @6200rpm 


0 

145km/h @6500rpm 

113km/h@6250rpm 

136km/h@6200rpm 


O 

192km/h@6500rpm 

159km/h @6250rpm 

197km/h@6200rpm 


0 

217km/h @5100rpm* 

201km/h@6050rpm* 

204km/h @4550rpm* 


O 

200km/h@3500rpm 

201km/h @4800rpm* 

186km/h@3500rpm 


Q 


185km/h@3600rpm 




Standing start acceleration 





D-2Dkm/h: 1 Osec 

D-2Dkm/h: 1 2sec 

D-2Dkm/h: 1 Osec 

D-2Dkm/h: 1 Osec 


D-4Dkm/h: 2 Osec 

D-4Dkm/h: 2 2sec 

D-4Dkm/h: 2 3sec 

D-4Dkm/h: 21 sec 


D-6Dkm/h: 3 4sec 

D-6Dkm/h: 3 8sec 

D-6Dkm/h: 3 9sec 

D-6Dkm/h: 3 5sec 


D-8Dkm/h: 51 sec 

D-8Dkm/h: 5 8sec 

D-8Dkm/h: 5 9sec 

D-8Dkm/h: 51 sec 


D-lDDkm/h: 74sec 

D-IDDkm/h: 81 sec 

D-IDDkm/h: 8 4sec 

D-IDDkm/h: 7 Osec 


D-12Dkm/h: 9 9sec 

D-12Dkm/h: 11 3sec 

D-12Dkm/h: 11 5sec 

D-12Dkm/h: 9 5sec 


D-14Dkm/h: 13 3sec 

D-14Dkm/h: 15 3sec 

D-14Dkm/h: 15 7sec 

D-14Dkm/h: 12 7sec 


D-16Dkm/h: 176sec 

D-16Dkm/h: 21 3sec 

D-16Dkm/h: 22 3sec 

D-16Dkm/h: 17 Osec 


D-18Dkm/h: - 

D-18Dkm/h: - 

D-18Dkm/h:- 

D-18Dkm/h: 23 4sec 


0-400m: 15.2sec @ 149.9km/h 

Rolling acceleration: Drive 
80-120kni/h: 4 9sec 


0-400ni : 16.0sec @ 142.9km/h 

Rolling acce leration : Drive 
DD-IZDkm/h: 5 7sec 


D-4DDm:16.0sec@141.3km/h 

Rolling acceleration: Drive 
8D-12Dkni/h: 5 8sec 


D-4DDm: 15.1sec@152.5km/h 

Rolling acceieration: Drive 
8D-12Dkni/ii: 4 8sec 


Draking distance 


IDDkm/h-D: 36 Qm 


7.5/10 


0 


Handling, steering and body control; 
excellent front seats; sporty engine 


Draking distance 
IDDkm/h-D: 34 Qm 


8.0/10 


Draking distance 


IDDkm/h-D: 375m 


Draking distance 


Strong and handsome; entertaining 
chassis; quality seating; ample room 


7.5/10 

Slick and efficient; class-best quality 
and resale; styling presence; gearbox 


IDDkm/h-D: 38 4m 


8 . 0/10 


Performance and smoothness; four-up 
ride; adjustable handling; superb vision 


Packaging niggles; relative thirst; 
j gearshift mechanism; bulky dash 

Uninspiring engine; plain cabin 
design; shert service intervals , 

Duly comes alive when driven 
' hard; firm seats; no rear vents ' 

Utilitarian appearance, outside I 

1 and in; all-terrain tyres | 

, Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 18°C. Driver: 
Nathan Ponchard. * Estimated 

Warranty: 3yr/100, 000km. Service intervai: 

12 months/15, 000km. Redbook 3-year resale: 

57%. AAMI insurance $1024. 

** Includes Technology Pack ($1600) and 
' premium paint ($385) 

Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 17°C. Driver: 
Nathan Ponchard. * Manufacturer’s claim 

Warranty: 5yr/unlimited km. Service interval: 

6 months/7500km. Redbook 3-year resale: 63%. 
AAMI insurance $997. 

** Includes metallic paint ($595) 

Track: Sydney Dragway, dry. Temp: 21 °C. ; 

Driver: Nathan Ponchard. * Manufacturer’s claim 1 
Warranty: 3yr/unlimited km. Service interval: j 

’ 12 months/10, 000km. Redbook 3-year resale: 1 

j 67%. AAMI insurance $1016. 1 

i ** Includes floor mats ($148) 1 

1 Track:SydneyDragway, dry. Temp: 20°C. j 

1 Driver: Nathan Ponchard. * Manufacturer’s claim i 
1 Warranty: 3yr/unlimited km. Service interval: | 

1 6 months/12, 500km. Redbook 3-year resale: 63%. 1 
1 AAMI insurance $930. t 







ar 




88 wheelsmag.com.au 













(®XeOXONE 

^ FORZA I c 


LAGUNA 
iSECA RACEWAY 


TEXAS MOTOR 
SPEEDWAY 


Shannons and Forza Motorsport 6 are offering motoring enthusiasts the chance to win a trip to the USA for 
14 days to coincide with the 2016 indyCar Firestone 600. Travelling to San Francisco, Monterey, Las Vegas and 
Texas to experience some of the USA’s best race tracks. 


■ 2 adult economy class airfares to San Francisco, CA, USA 
and return from Dallas, TX, USA 

■ 13 nights twin share accommodation 

■ 13 days Ford Mustang GT (or similar) car hire* 

■ 2 adults tickets for a tour lap of Laguna Seca and Circuit 
of The Americas and a hot lap of Texas Motor Speedway 

■ 2 adults tickets for a driving experience at Las Vegas 
Speedway, driving either a Ferrari or Lamborghini** 


■ 2 adult Victory Lane Club Suite tickets to the 2016 IndyCar 
Firestone 600 at Texas Motor Speedway 

■ 1 Xbox One Kinect Console and a Forza 
Motorsport 6 game 

■ AUD $1 ,000 spending money or AUD $5,000 if 
you are an eligible Shannons Club member^ 

■ Plus 10 runners up will win a Xbox One 
Kinect Console and a Forza Motorsport 6 
game 



To enter go to shannons.com.au/forza or call 13 46 46 and obtain an eligible quote on your Car, Bike or 
Home Insurance" by 2 November 2015. Take out a new policy" to receive 5 entries. 


INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS | CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE | SHANNONS.COM.AU 

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 acts as agent and authorised representative of AAi Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the issuer of Shannons Car, Bike and Home/Contents insurance products. Read the reievant Product Disciosure Statement and 
consider whether it is right for you before buying these insurance products. Contact us for a free copy. Competition conducted by Shannons Pty Limited, of Levei 28, Brisbane Square, 266 George Street, Brisbane, OLD 4000. Competition commences at 12am 
on 3/8/201 5 and cioses at 5pm on 2/11/2015 (Meibourne time). It wiii oniy be possibie to request an oniine Quote untii 28/1 0/2015, however, teiephone appiications wiii continue to be avaiiabie untii 5pm 2/1 1/2015. Entry oniy open to eiigibie Austraiian 
residents aged 25 years or oider. Eligible Entrants must be opted in to receive Shannons marketing communications. Totai prize pooi vaiued at up to $42,698.90 (depending on major prize winner’s point of departure). Prizes drawn at 12pm on 
20/1 1/2015 at Saimat Digitai Pty Ltd, L2, 1 16 Miiier St, Nth Sydney NSW 2060. The winners wiii be notified by phone and emaii by 22/11/2015 and pubiished in The Austraiian newspaper on 25/11/2015 and on the competition website. *Car hire is subject 
to the terms and conditions specified by the car hire provider. **Participants must be 25yrs+ and hoid a vaiid Au driver’s iicence. +An Eiigibie Shannons Ciub Member is a Shannons Ciub member who has created a member profiie, upioaded a profiie image 
and images of an enthusiast vehicie and an uitimate vehicie at shannons.com.au/ciub. ^ New Shannons Motor Insurance or Shannons Home & Contents insurance quotes/saies oniy (renewais and CTP quotes/saies ineiigibie). Limit 1 quote per vehicie or 
insured address. Permits; ACT TP 1 5/06441 , NSW LTPS/1 5/04993, SAT15/1128. Euii competition terms and conditionsatshannons.com.au/forza. 







Don’t be misled by the familiar- 
looking sheetmetal. Under the 
skin, Audi’s all-new A4 packs a 
technological arsenal intended 
to unleash hell on its 3 Series 
and C-Class rivals 


WORDS ALEX INWOOD 
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ERHAPS it’s easiest to think of the fifth- 
generation B9 Audi A4 as a new iPhone, which 
despite looking similar to your last one can 
suddenly do new and amazing things. 

Parked next to the old A4, it looks more 
‘facelift’ than ‘new-gen’, but Audi says that’s 
deliberate. The A4 is too popular and too 
important to risk a dramatically different 
design, and Audi reckons A4 buyers love its 
understated three-box shape. 

But don’t be fooled. Under that conservative 
sheetmetal, a quiet, deeply more impressive 
revolution has taken place that should have 
BMW, Mercedes-Benz and Jaguar worried. 

And it’s all to do with technology. 

Peel back that same-again-only-sharper body 
and 90 percent of the A4 is new. It rides on 
the latest version of Audi’s MLB Evo platform 
(that debuted in the new Q7), is lighter by up to 
120kg, 25mm longer and features new engines, 
new transmissions and new suspension. 

The headline change, however, is a completely 
redesigned interior that is not only stylish and 
wonderfully contemporary, but bristling with 
tech. Even in base poverty-pack trim, the A4’s cabin is 
a triumph of quality materials, textures and restrained 
elegance that trumps the mighty Mercedes C-Class. 

This is mostly down to the seamless integration of a 
central 8.3-inch touchscreen, which is a class above the 
tacked-on tablet you get in the Benz, and also because 
the A4’s restrained dashboard is effortlessly elegant 
compared to the flashier Merc. 

It’s the tech, though, that truly sets the A4 apart. Tick 
all the options and your A4 will arrive with 30 on-board 


driver-assist systems, most of which have been lifted 
from the new Q7 SUV. The most interesting system 
is called Traffic Jam Assistant, which can transform 
the A4 into a semi-autonomous car in heavy traffic. It 
works by combining the lane assist and radar cruise 
control systems, and at speeds under 65km/h it will 
steer, brake and accelerate on its own by locking on 
to the car in front. 

There’s also cordless charging for your smartphone, 
supercool Matrix LED headlights, an optional (and 
excellent) 19-speaker Bang & Olufsen surround-sound 
audio system, on-board wifi, and shatter-proof Audi- 
branded tablets that clip onto the back of the front 
seats to keep the kiddies entertained. 

The piece de resistance, though, is the A4’s ‘virtual 
cockpit’, which is available as an option. Already 
proven in the TT, a 12.3-inch screen replaces the 
conventional instrument cluster. It’s a gorgeous and 
fully configurable piece of tech that none of the 
A4’s rivals can match, and one that should sell Audi 
thousands of cars. Imagine sitting in a dealership and 
seeing that screen come to life. You’ll be yelling 
“sold!” before your feet are out of the car. 

Ear from just wowing with techno glitz, this new 
A4 also has the dynamic ability to back up its armoury 
of technology. 

Refreshingly, Audi hasn’t tried to make the new 
A4 a dynamic rival for the sportier 3 Series or new 
Jaguar XE. With front-drive and quattro variants, it’s 
never going to match its rear-drive rivals for sheer 
driving thrills. 

Instead, the emphasis is on comfort, cabin refinement 
and efficiency, helped in part by a hugely impressive 
drag coefficient of 0.23. Audi spent close to 1000 hours 




92 


mag.com.au 



THE WHISPER-QUIET 
A4 HANDLES LIKE 
AN ALTOGETHER 
BIGGER CAR 


RIGHT AND BELOW: TRUST US, IT LOOKS 
MUCH FRESHER IN THE METAL, BUT 
IT NEEDS ALL THE BLING - PREMIUM 
LIGHTING PACKAGE, LARGE WHEELS AND 
SUCH - TO LOOK SPECIAL 







Pfl PflMEIPIIDE Optional ‘Virtual Cockpit’ 

uU uUlirluUnC allows the instrument panel to 
be configured to the mode most relevant to driving 
conditions. It’s both beautiful and functional. 


\/AP AMT steering feel continues to be 

VHUHIl I a chink in the A4’s dynamic armour. 
Avoid the optional adaptive rack, which adds cost 
and distraction, rather than greater connection. 


PUII I En busy selecting options and your A4 
UniLLCU can boast as many as 30 driver-assist 
systems, all aimed at keeping you safer and more 
relaxed. You’ll still need to fuel it yourself, though. 



AUDI CLAIMS IT HAS THE 
SAME NVH LEVELS AS 
THE COMPANY’S 
AS FLAGSHIP 


LEFT: THE BEAUTY OF A4'S INTERIOR IS ENOUGH 
TO MAKE A CAR LOVER MISTY-EYED, AND A BMW 
EXECUTIVE CRY. BELOW LEFT: KIDS IN THE BACK 
CAN HAVE THEIR OWN TABLETS, WHICH WILL BE 
SWEET MEDICINE FOR PARENTS 



Watch it at 


WheelsMag.com.au/LexusRX 


in the wind tunnel honing the new A4’s aero-efficient 
body and at freeway speeds it feels particularly slippery 
and whisper-quiet. It also feels and handles like an 
altogether bigger car. 

In reality, it’s only slightly larger than the old B8 
model - 25mm longer, 16mm wider and riding on a 
12mm-longer wheelbase of 2820mm - but there’s more 
rear legroom (up 23mm), and lowering the front seats 
has boosted headroom by 24mm, all of which helps to 
make the A4 a terrific long-distance cruiser. 

Audi’s boffins claim it has the same NVH levels as 
the company’s flagship A8, but don’t stress that this is a 
dynamic pup. Just because the A4 might not encourage 
you to actively seek out a challenging mountain road 
doesn’t mean it turns into a sloppy, uninspiring mess 
when you do. 

New five-link suspension front and rear ensures the 
A4 rides superbly on all three wheel sizes (17-, 18- and 
19-inch alloys are available), and it also displays taut 
body control. Buyers can choose between three basic 
suspension set-ups - standard steel springs or the 
choice of two adaptive systems with variable damping 
offered in Sport or Comfort trims. The Comfort system 
is a first for Audi and, when matched with the base 
car’s 225/50R17 wheels, delivers a revelation of pliancy 
and control on coarse, corrugated roads. 

Choosing the Sport set-up lowers the ride height by 


23mm and, with the dampers in their hardest setting, 
tightens things up considerably, but mercifully it isn’t 
so firmly sprung that it tries to bounce you off the road. 

The standard electric steering is sharp and, while 
devoid of feedback, is still preferable to the optional 
adaptive rack, which feels synthetic. At speed you can 
actually feel the variable system changing the ratio, 
which detracts from the driving experience. 

Five engines are under consideration for Australia 
from launch - three petrols and two diesels - ranging 
from a base 110kW/250Nm 1.4-litre TFSI petrol to a 
range-topping 3.0-litre TDI that smoothly churns out 
a hefty 200kW/600Nm. The most popular variant will 
be the 2.0-litre TFSI that, in quattro guise, is good for 
185kW/370Nm. A less powerful (140kW/320Nm) version 
of the same 2.0-litre unit will also be offered, as will a 
140kW/400Nm 2.0-litre TDI. 

At the international launch in Venice, we sampled the 
1.4 petrol, the high-output 2.0 petrol and the 3.0 TDI, 
which is one of the sweetest-spinning diesel engines 
around. Yet it was the 2.0-litre petrol quattro that 
impressed most. Mated to an improved seven-speed 
dual-clutch transmission (the 3.0-litre TDI uses an 
eight-speed auto), which seems to have eradicated most 
of the jerkiness and hesitation that plagues dual-clutch 
’boxes in city traffic, the petrol unit is smooth, muscular 
and delivers a natural and rorty exhaust note. It’s no 


STILL NOT 
CONVINCED THIS 
A4 IS ENOUGH TO 
SHIFT YOU OUT OF A 
C-CLASS, 3 SERIES 
OR JAG XE? DON'T 
BE TOO HASTY; 
THERE WILL BE 
54 A4 VARIANTS 
GLOBALLY... 
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Model Audi A4 2.0TFSI quattro ■ 
Engine 1984cc 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
Max power 185kW @ 5000-6000rpm 
Max torque 370Nm @ 1600-4500rpm « ■ 
Transmission 7-speed dual-clutch 
L/W/H 4726/1 842/1 427mm 
Wheeibase 2820mm 
Weight 1510kg 

O-IOOkm/h 5.8sec (claimed) . I 
Economy 5.9L/100km(EU) , . 

Price $60,000 (estimated) 

On saie February 2016 


IT MAY NOT DELIVER THE DRIVING THRILLS OF ITS 
RIVALS, BUT NEW A4 OWNS THE HIGH GROUND FOR 
DRIVER ASSISTANCE SYSTEMS AND PERCEIVED LUXURYi 



THAT IT’S NOT OVERTLY 
SPORTY IS A STRENGTH 
RATHER THAN A 
WEAKNESS 


Fancy Fourtune 

THE newest engine in the A4 family is 
the 140kW/320Nm 2.0-litre petrol that 
debuts an entirely new combustion 
system. While technically still part of 
the VW Group’s EA888 four-cylinder 
family, the less powerful of the A4’s 
two 2.0-litre TESI engines uses a 
shorter intake time, higher boost 
pressure and different valve timing to 
improve efficiency to just 4.8L/100km. 


Leading from the front 

NEW five-link front suspension 
contributes to A4’s new-found 
ride comfort and improved overall 
compliance. It’s not one-spec-fits- 
all, either - customers can specify a 
fixed-damper conventional set-up or 
a choice of adaptive systems in more 
cushy Comfort or firmer Sport tunes. 


slouch, either, and will propel the A4 quattro from 
O-lOOkm/h in a claimed 5.8sec. 

It is the thirstiest engine on offer, though, with a 
5.9L/100km combined fuel number - well up on the 
4.9L/100km for both the 1.4 petrol and 3.0 TDI. The 
2.0-litre TDI is the most parsimonious drivetrain 
choice, and sips just 4.4L/100km. 

Opting for the quattro system, which can send 
up to 85 percent of the drive split to the rear axle, 
adds another layer of dynamic ability to the front- 
driver’s already pointy front-end. Push hard and 
all A4s will naturally begin to understeer, but on 
switchback roads the handling is sharp, direct and 
predictable, if ultimately a little uninvolving. All this 
points encouragingly towards the already confirmed 
260kW/500Nm 3.0-litre turbocharged V6 S4 (due here 
late next year) and inevitable RS4 variants. 

So the dynamic ability is there, yet the fact this new A4 
isn’t overtly sporty should be seen as a strength rather 
than a weakness. What the A4 lacks in pure driving 
thrills is more than made up for with fuss-free handling, a 
smooth and cosseting ride, and its rock-star cabin. 

While some more creativity on the exterior design 
would’ve been welcome, what Audi has created under 
that familiar shape is a deeply impressive luxury 
sedan. Ingolstadt has invested the money and time 
revolutionising the areas it thinks its customers 
will value most. If you’re the type that places a 
higher priority on a sublime interior and ground- 
breaking technology over sheer dynamic ability, 
Audi’s new A4 is untouchable. 
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Kiwi motorsport legend Bruce McLaren was killed 45 years 
ago, but, as Michael Stahl and a current 650S find, the 
memory of him in the Shaky Isles is still very much alive 


0 n If @wheels£iustrali£i 1 99 




PHOTOS THOMAS WIELECKI 



just on six years since McLaren announced 
its plan to launch a family of supercars 
designed, engineered and tested in close 
conjunction with the Formula One team. 
As promised, three distinct series have 
blossomed from essentially the same 
MonoCell carbonfibre chassis and twin- 
turbocharged 3.8-litre V8. 

The MP4/12C laid the groundwork in 
2011. In late-2013 McLaren launched the 
range-topping PI, a 673kW hyper-hybrid. 

In March last year came the mid-range 
Super Series 650S, a 12C turned up to 11. 
The new entry-level Sports Series, initially 
comprising 540C and 570S, was unveiled 
in March this year - at the same time as a 
Super Series 675LT, spiritual successor to 
the FI GTR TongtaiP racer of 1997. 


There’s little faulting the technology, 
performance, comfort or obsessive attention 
to detail in the products of McLaren 
Automotive - all, apparently, a reflection 
of the notoriously nit-picky Ron Dennis, 
who has steered the company since 1980. 

If you hear any criticism of McLaren cars, 
it’s usually that they lack soul. We’re taking 
a shiny new 478kW McLaren 650S Spider to 
see if we can find it. Not within the NASA- 
like environment of the McLaren Technical 
Centre in Woking, Surrey, but in a quiet 
suburban workshop in Remuera, Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

Seventy-nine years ago, second-generation 
motorcycle racer Les Top’ McLaren bought 
the lease to this garage and moved his wife 
Ruth and daughter Pat into the flat above. 

A year later they welcomed a son, Bruce 
Leslie McLaren. 

OUR trip begins in nearby Grey Lynn, 
where McLaren’s Auckland showroom 
opened in 2013. Appropriately, it’s owned by 
Sir Colin Giltrap, who knew Bruce McLaren 
in the early years and who has been a 
strong and consistent supporter of Kiwi 
motor racing talent. 

Plenty of people think of McLaren as 
a British brand, but there are no such 
misconceptions among Kiwis. The 16 
McLarens sold in 2014 make New Zealand 
the only market in the world where 
the brand has outsold Ferrari (15 cars; 
admittedly down from 20 the previous year). 


“I thought we might get the odd boffin 
with some money tucked away,” explains 
sales boss Luke Neuberger, who came to 
McLaren Auckland after 10 years selling 
Ferraris. “But I’ve sold at least four or five 
cars to guys who say, T grew up watching 
Bruce McLaren race’. The loyalty is very, 
very strong.” 

A much younger generation has little 
knowledge of McLaren and Denny Hulme, 
local boys who won grands prix, won Le 
Mans, raced at Indianapolis, dominated 
Can-Am racing and created, with just a 
few dozen disciplined men - many of them 
fellow Kiwis - a powerhouse racing car 
company on the opposite side of the world. 

That doesn’t save Neuberger’s cleaning 
staff any money on Windex after each 
weekend. “It’s mainly young kids,” he says 
of the marks on his showroom windows. 
“They know everything about McLaren 
cars - the PI, the 650S, the 12C - because 
of [gaming console] Xbox.” 

Our white 650S Spider, a $505,750 
proposition in Australia, certainly has the 
goods on the earlier, somewhat anonymous 
12C. The slashing headlamp treatment 
echoes McLaren’s current ‘speed marque’ 
(aka ‘sea slug’) logo, though I was happy to 
see the logo replaced on the 650S’s nose by 
the McLaren name. 

Squint and you might see a lineage to 
the ground-breaking McLaren FI of 1994. 
Squint harder, perhaps through the coastal 
mists that often veil this narrow neck of 


STAHLY TAKES A MOMENT TO SEEK QUIET 
GUIDANCE FROM BRUCE ALMIGHTY ON HOW 
BEST TO DEPLOY 650 TURBOCHARGED 
HORSES ON GREASY KIWI BITUMEN 
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ABOVE: SPIDER'S Z-FOLD ROOF BETTER CONNECTS 
YOU WITH THE V8, EVEN IF IT DOESN'T HAVE THE 
SHRIEK OF AN ATMO ITALIAN. LEFT: EARLY BRUCE 
SKETCH OF WHAT WOULD EVOLVE INTO 
THE CAN-AM-BASED M6 GT ROAD CAR 
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FIBRE DIET 

IN BRUCE McLaren’s 
day, the new miracle 
material for constructing 
chassis was Mallite, a 
composite sandwich of 
balsa wood and sheet 
aluminium- alloy. 
McLaren’s first GP 
winner (below) was more 
conventional, but chassis 
materials would be the 
re-making of the team. 
Its foray into carbonfibre 
came via former 
Brabham mechanic Ron 
Dennis, by then heading 
the Project Four team 
that dominated F2 and 
F3. With ambitions of FI, 
Dennis hired designer 
John Barnard, who was 
convinced carbonfibre 
was the material of the 
future. Marlboro, sponsor 
of both McLaren and 
Project Four, engineered 
a merger. The Dennis/ 
Barnard vision of 
carbonfibre arrived in 
the MP4/1 of 1981 and FI 
was revolutionised. 


SKINNED DEEP 


AS WITH all McLaren’s 
supercar family, the 
650S is built around the 
carbonfibre MonoCell 
chassis, which weighs 
just 75kg. Such is its 
rigidity that the Spider 
requires no additional 
strengthening versus the 
coupe. To the MonoCell 
are attached extruded 
alloy subframes to carry 
the engine, transmission 
and double-wishbone 
suspensions. McLaren’s 
ProActive Chassis Control 
features active dampers 
that are hydraulically 
linked, which allows firm 


roll control in cornering, 
with no adverse effect on 
suspension compliance 
(hence ride comfort) 
when travelling in a 
straight line. 

The 3.8-litre twin- 
turbo V8, which weighs 
just 199kg, is hotted-up 
from the superseded 
12C’s with new pistons, 
cylinder heads, exhaust 
valves and revised 
cooling. Power and 
torque are increased over 
12C by 37kW and 78Nm. 
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land, and you might even see the M6 GT, 
the Can-Am-based coupe of 1969 that was 
intended to take McLaren into Group 4 GT 
racing and then onto the road. 

McLaren likes to boast that the 650S, 
at a claimed dry weight of 1330kg (for 
both coupe and spider), is within reach of 
Ferrari’s stripped-out 458 Speciale coupe/ 
spyder (1290/1340kg), and as quick or 
quicker on a racetrack. Yet the McLaren 
retains a full complement of comfort kit, 
hydraulic suspension lifting for low-speed 
clearance, and hugely intelligent active 
aerodynamics that, for example, won’t 
retract the airbrake wing if the car is in a 
high-speed bend, or lofting a crest. 

The scissor-lift doors make entry easy 
in parking spaces, the seats are truly 
comfortable, and the interior quality 
impeccable. On the centre console, a pair 
of rotary controls marked H (for handling) 
and P (powertrain) each offers Normal, 
Sport and Track settings. The cockpit’s rear 
window may be lowered, as part of the 
roof’s Z-fold operation - or just to better 
hear the engine. 

Leaving the City of Sails via the Auckland 
Harbour Bridge, the mighty Mac’s snarling 
478kW and eerily seamless seven-speed 
paddle-shift transmission are for once less 
amazing than its comfort and ease of use. 

The 650S has stepped up considerably 
from the 12C in suspension stiffness, but 


McLaren’s linked active dampers, which 
dispense with the need for anti-roll bars, 
deliver intimate feel and likeable ride. 

ON AUCKLAND’S north shore is the 
seaside suburb of Takapuna. Here, Bruce 
McLaren spent almost three years of his 
early life - from age 10 to 12 (1948-50) - 
at the Wilson Home, a forward-thinking 
treatment centre for children with 
serious disabilities. 

Bruce had Perthes Disease, in which the 
ball in the hip joint can grow mis-shapen. 
Such diseases - most visibly, polio - were 
treated by immobilising and straightening 
the limbs. McLaren, his legs in traction, 
was strapped to a bicycle-wheeled wicker 
gurney. Just 10 years later, as the youngest 
driver to have won a Formula One grand 
prix (the US GP in 1959), McLaren paid a 
return visit to the Wilson Home with his 
Cooper GP car. 

The sleek white 650S likewise causes a 
stir when it pulls into the Wilson Home, to 
this day a rehabilitation centre for children. 
Director Russell Ness knows all about 
the car and its namesake. Russell races 
an historic 1967 Mini Cooper S, a faithful 
replica of a car that Bruce had raced during 
his Tasman Series visits. 

“I learned after I came here that Bruce 
McLaren had been here,” Ness says. “That 
was fantastic to me. Bruce, Chris Amon, 


Denny Hulme... those guys were really big 
as I was growing up. 

“When Bruce was here, matron would 
come out in the morning and wonder why 
all the wheels were buckled on the gurneys. 
It was because Bruce and his mates would 
go racing on the grounds after lights-out. 
They’d be lying down with their heads 
propped up. They could wheel those things 
along pretty fast...” 

Ness can draw a straight line between the 
650S and that brilliant boy, who left here 
with his left leg some 35mm shorter than 
his right and went to study engineering. 

The attention of Jack Brabham and NZ’s 
inaugural Driver to Europe prize in 1958 
took him to England and a drive with 
Cooper in 1959. He went on to establish 
Bruce McLaren Motor Racing and McLaren 
Cars in 1963. 

“He started something that I think has 
been amazing,” Ness says. “It’s a dynasty. 
Sure, the cars are quite different now, 
they’re being designed by different people 
and all that, but the name has survived - he 
started it. It’s been handed on, but that’s 
what happens. If you talk about the All 
Blacks, it’s not the same people - but it’s the 
same team, isn’t it?” 

We gun the syrupy, turbine-swift 650S 
away from the Wilson Home’s beautiful 
coastal setting. I begin to suspect that 
this car - and McLarens in general - is this 



BRUCE'S DISABILITY SAW HIM SPEND 
THREE YEARS AT WILSON HOME 
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EVEN AFTER BRUCE’S DEATH 





LEFT: BRUCE'S SISTER JAN IS THE KEEPER 
OF THE FLAME; A DEDICATED ARCHIVIST OF 
McLaren memorabilia, above: DON'T 
EVEN THINK ABOUT USING IT AS AN 
8000RPM PAPERWEIGHT 


good not just because of its attention to 
detail, but equally to practical smarts. 

Take the gearbox. The seven-speed 
dual-clutch unit, which can operate 
automatically, manually, or both, is 
impressively smooth when dawdling in auto. 
But there’s something magic in its hardcore 
Sport-mode shifts, too. What McLaren calls 
‘inertia push’ delivers a squeeze of throttle 
during upshifts, which helps iron out the rev 
drop when the higher cog is engaged. 

I ponder how Bruce-esque that seems. 

Twenty-four years ago I interviewed 
Denny Hulme, not long before he died of 
a heart attack while racing at Bathurst. 
After winning his world championship with 
Brabham in 1967, Hulme had joined his 
Kiwi mate for FI and Can- Am. 

“Bruce was a very talented driver, but 
he was a good engineer as well,” Hulme 
told me. “Sitting on an aeroplane, he’d do 
a bit of a sketch and say to the boys when 
he got back to the workshop, ‘Make me 
that - I want to bolt that on tomorrow’. No 


15-year-old, slithering a 750cc Austin up the 
steep, slippery, gravel surface - but he won 
the class. In second place was Phil Kerr, 
who would become a lifelong friend and 
joint managing director of Bruce McLaren 
Motor Racing. 

Kerr would also be there at the end, 
testing at Goodwood in 1970, when the rear 
bodywork of McLaren’s M8D Can-Am car 
detached at about 270km/h on the back 
straight. The car spun across the grass, 
slamming into a concrete marshalling post. 
Bruce was killed instantly. 

So it was Kerr who phoned the boys at 
the factory to report what had happened. 
“Don’t bother coming in tomorrow,” he told 
them. But at 7:30am, every one of them was 
there. They just got on with it. 

Here at Muriwai, with one of the world’s 
most admired supercars bearing his name, I 
wonder if that 15-year-old would ever have 
dreamed of this? I reckon he had. 

The fog lifts; I whirr back the electric roof 
and aim up the hill. 


matter how difficult it was, he’d just say, 
‘Make it for me’.” 

Bruce had been that way from an early 
age. When he was about 14, Pop McLaren 
arrived home one day with a race car, a 
1929 Austin LFlster. Pop soon hated it, but 
Bruce pestered him to keep it. With help 
from the workshop, the lad was continually 
tweaking and testing, racing around the 
backyard of their new home, around the 
corner in Upland Road. 


ON THE Tasman coast, about 40km west 
of Auckland, is Muriwai Beach. It’s almost 
obscured by fog and drizzle as we nose the 
650S down the steep Waitea Rd. Far below 
us, beyond a spectacular drop, is a colony 
of gannets. Beyond the jutting headland, 
the pewter-coloured sands and wind-gnarled 
trees of Muriwai Beach stretch for miles. 

Pop McLaren often raced motorcycles there. 

On this hill, then known as Quarry Road, 
Bruce McLaren made his motor sport debut 
in 1952. It must have been spooky for the 
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The 650S’s steering is quite possibly the 
most sublime I’ve ever experienced. It’s 
said to get even better at higher speeds, as 
the front aero tuning and the Brake Steer, 
which dabs the inside rear wheel, come into 
play. The two-pedal set-up is absolutely in 
key with the steering, the spacing perfect 
for left-foot braking. 

In the whole, deceptively cruisy supercar 
package, the only real hint of racing-grade 
compromise is the metallic feel and squeal 
of the carbon-ceramic brakes. 

McLaren’s 3.8-litre twin-turbo V8 has the 
sound of science. Some momentary ignition- 
cutting trickery in Sport mode produces an 
exhaust flare on upshifts, but in its sound 
and its utterly linear surge, it does lack the 
drama of Italian rivals. 

After a reasonably brisk squirt from 
Muriwai, we arrive at yet another place of 
McLaren reverence. 

The Waikumete Cemetery in Glen Eden is 
located on Great North Rd (oddly, the same 
road as the McLaren Auckland dealership). 
Bruce’s grave is on the southern side, on 
a gentle hill affording rolling views south 
toward Green Bay. Bruce lies next to his 
parents. Pop McLaren died in August 1985, 
82 years old and just few months short of 
his ambition to see the McLaren team at the 
first Australian FI Grand Prix in Adelaide. 


Ruth McLaren joined him at Waikumete in 
April 2004, aged 97. 

Bruce’s widow, Patty, remarried in 1981 
and lives in the UK. Their only child, 
daughter Amanda (now 49), only last year 
left New Zealand to take a role as brand 
ambassador at McLaren in Woking. 

But it doesn’t end there. It won’t end at 
all. Jan McLaren won’t allow it. 

BRUCE McLaren had two sisters - Pat, 

10 years older, who died in 2007, and Jan, 

10 years younger, but today with an energy 
and enthusiasm that scoffs at her 70 years. 
Since 1997 she has presided over the Bruce 
McLaren Trust, perpetuating the memory 
and the achievements of her big brother, a 
man who took on the world and won. 

The Trust is headquartered in the old 
McLaren family flat in Remuera, above the 
forecourt where Bruce so often dismantled 
and redesigned his Austin Ulster. It’s where 
the pearl-white 650S, a heat haze rising 
from it, is now parked. 

Each of the flat’s four or five rooms 
is piled high with display cabinets and 
shelves, packed with tinplate cars, 
astonishing trophies (like Monaco 1962, and 
the 1969 Can-Am ‘Floatile’ trophy), donated 
bits of McLaren racing cars, priceless 
driving suits. 


Some of it is on loan from Patty McLaren- 
Brickett; a lot more besides has simply been 
donated by people inspired by Bruce and 
his achievements. 

“It really is like extended family,” Jan 
says. “And that feeling’s never, ever gone. 

A lot of the McLaren old boys say that even 
though they left McLaren, McLaren never 
left them.” 

Jan and a volunteer assistant tirelessly 
document the race histories of her brother, 
fellow McLaren team drivers, and the cars 
prior to 1980, when McLaren was merged 
with Ron Dennis’s Project Four team. 

Thankfully, not much seems to have 
escaped the Trust. That first hillclimb at 
Muriwai? Jan has home movie footage 
of it. Between Bruce’s trips home from 
Europe, he made reel-to-reel tapes for the 
family, documenting race weekends and 
adventures. She has them all. 

But the big question is what she thinks 
of the white car out front. “When I see a 
McLaren car like this one, it does give me 
great pride,” she says. “You know, there’s a 
man in England who’s got one of the [1994] 
McLaren El three-seaters - one of the XP 
cars, I think. When he got it, he had Ron 
Dennis put the Bruce McLaren Motor Racing 
shield on the back of it. Because, he said. 
This is a McLaren. It’s not a Dennis’.” 



McLAREN’S 3.8-LITRE 

TWIN-TURB( 

1 


V8 HAS THE SOUND OF SCIENCE 
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ACTIVE AERO AND 
KILLER TWIN-TURBO 
PUNCH MAKE TERRAIN 
LIKE THIS A DEMOLITION 
ZONE FOR THE 650S. 
BRUCE WOULD BE 
PROUD OF RON AND 
THE WOKING CREW 
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Looking for rubber with soul? Or just a great blend of grip, progression 
and longevity? We’ve done the hard yards - and the exhaustive 
testing - to guide you through the black hole that is tyre choice... 









consumer considers tyres a ‘grudge purchase’, 
often enquiring “Which is the cheapest?” at the 
sales counter. 

Hearteningly, however, Wheels'" tyre industry 
sources say that enthusiast buyers are more 
likely to have an idea of what they want, and are 
generally prepared to pay more for a tyre that 
offers a superior level of safety and performance. 

That’s great, but the challenge is identifying 
the best tyre. How do you do it, beyond choosing 
one from a brand name, with a higher price tag? 

That’s where the Wheels Tyre Test comes in, 
with a series of tests designed to sort the grippy 
from the slippy. 

Our testing program was held on the skid pan 
and skid circuit of Sydney Motorsport Park over 
two days - dry testing on day one and wet testing 
on day two. 

Race driver and engineer Renato Loberto drove 
the Hyundai i30 for each ‘blind’ test - he didn’t 
know which brand was fitted to the car. 

Each set of tyres was put through the same 
regime. A public road loop kicked off each test, 
serving two purposes: to scrub in the surface of 
the tyre and provide the opportunity to take a 
tyre noise reading on a section of coarse-chip 
road. Back on the skid pan, Renato hit the 
slalom, cornering test and brake test (in that 
order) before taking to the skid-circuit for a 
series of hot laps. 

On the second test day, we repeated the slalom. 


irrigation system set to wet, for a total of eight 
test disciplines. 

Each discipline was scored out of 10 with the 
exception of the noise test. So, 20 points for 
the slalom tests (dry and wet), 20 points for the 
cornering tests and 20 points for the braking 
tests, plus 10 points for the skid circuit hot-lap 
and five points for the noise test. 

The winner at each discipline took the full 
tally of points, while the rest of the tyres were 
prorated based on their proximity to the winner. 
Totals were out of 75 points, but we’ve presented 
them as percentages for clarity. 

Tyre temperature was noted before each run and 
a control tyre run was completed at the beginning, 
middle and end of the day to ensure that potential 
variables such as vehicle performance, water 
coverage (on day two) and track temperature 
weren’t evolving as tests went on. 

The Hankook control tyre is the definition 
of an OEM touring tyre (it’s fitted standard to 
the Hyundai i30), which is what we sought from 
each of the competitor brands. We say sought 
because identifying tyres of the same nominal 
performance level, from different brands, is 
perhaps easier said than done. 

Although we’ve chosen a particular 16-inch 
tyre - because it’s a popular seller - the tyre 
models represented are available in a range 
of other sizes, and our results are applicable 
to each of them, too. 






THE FIELD 

NINE tyres lined up for the 2015 Wheels Tyre Test, 
plus the Hyundai iSO’s standard-fitment Hankook 
Kinergy Eco as a control tyre. We selected the size 
(205/55R16) as it’s the second-best selling tyre in 
Australia and is commonly fitted to many equally 
strong-selling small cars. (It was also, a long time 
ago, the exotic standard fitment on the front of 
the Porsche 911). Our test subjects are all touring 
tyres of the sort a small-car owner on a moderate 
budget might fit as replacements for their worn- 
out OEM tyres. 


THE CAR 

THE brief for the official Tyre Test 2015 car was a 
small car that comes factory-fitted with 205/55R16s 
and provides confident, predictable handling. We 
didn’t want a dynamic dud that would colour the 
results with its chassis shortcomings, and we needed 
to be able to turn the stability control off, so the 
results weren’t recorded with the help or hindrance 
of the car’s electronics. The iSO was just that car, 
and Hyundai Australia supplied two of them, as well 
as spare brake pads and wheels. As it turned out, 
we didn’t need the pads, or the spare car; the iSO 
performed more than 100 slalom runs, cornering 
test laps and brake tests without complaint. 

THE DRIVER 

WHEN he was growing up in suburban Brisbane, 
one of Renato Loberto’s primary school teachers told 
him he “should be a racing driver with a name like 
that”. He said “okay” before demonstrating inherent 
speed in his first open-wheeler foray at a wet Lakeside 
Raceway, in which he climbed from P35 to eighth. 

A motorcycle accident in 1999 put his motorsport 
career on hold, but he emerged with an engineering 
qualification. Then, in 2002, his motor racing was 
again put on hold when he was diagnosed with 
testicular cancer, from which he made a full recovery. 
In 2004, Renato combined his wheelsmanship, 
technical nous, work ethic and all-round good- 
blokeness to start MotoKinetic, which offers services 
from automotive event management to race driver 
coaching and car set-up and analysis. He stood on the 
podium at this year’s Bathurst 12 Hour and jetted to 
a job at Imola, Italy, after our Wheels Tyre Test, which 
must have been quite a come-down. 

THE PIT CREW 

THE tireless and endlessly cheerful team from 
JAX tyres - with equipment and expertise 
lent from Eagle SME Tyre and Automotive 
Equipment - turned a pair of Sydney Motorsport 
Park pit garages into a tyre shop in the blink of an 
eye, and they fitted, balanced and swapped sets of 
wheels and tyres with Pl-like pit stop speed. 

The Wheels Tyre Test involved stripping and fitting 
some 25 sets - 100-odd tyres in total - and it was all 
in a day (or two’s) work for the team. Thanks, fellas, 
we couldn’t have done it without you. 

THE RINGMASTER 

TYRE Test logistics and numbers man Jimmy 
Whitbourn (left) is also your author, which means he 
wrote this in the third person, which is something 
the 35-year-old Sydney freelance motor-noter lists as 
a favourite hobby, along with whitewater rafting, long 
walks along the beach and drinking cab sav. A decade 
ago, Jimmy, a mechanical engineer, jacked in a 
promising automotive design/manufacturing career 
to climb on board the supercar-paced show-biz ride 
of working at Wheels. As it happened, one of his first 
jobs was buying the lunches for the Wheels Tyre Test. 
Clearly, he’s never recovered. 


205/55 R16 
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THE slalom is a defensive driving course staple, but its inclusion in our test regime serves to 
subject each tyre to the kind of swerve-and-recover punishment it would experience on the road 
when car and driver are faced with an errant pedestrian or vehicle in their path. It’s a tough test, 
and a tyre that can dispatch it confidently is a safe one. The slalom consists of four cones spaced 
18 metres apart, which neatly packages three changes of direction into a single, sub-four-second test. 
Entry speed through the start gate is 70km/h - deviations in speed or a collected cone result in the 
deletion of the run, which is Driftbox-logged for lateral g. The electronic stability control was switched 
off for the tests - we weren’t testing the i30’s ESC system - and the attitude of the car provided 
a visual snapshot to go with the data. Time is the measure of performance in the slalom and the 
10-strong field saw results ranging from 3.08sec (Toyo) to 3.32sec (Momo) with a median of 3.20sec. 
That puts the quickest tyre eight percent ahead of the least-quick. 




TOYO PROXES T1 SPORT 

THE Toyo bolted out of the gate with 
a solid initial result. In fact, the dry 
slalom was its sole first placing in 
any discipline. Two- to three-tenths 
behind it, the Michelin, Goodyear 
and Yokohama were quite close 
on times despite behaving quite 
differently. The Michelin gave “instant 
feedback” while the Goodyear felt like 
it improved subtly as it warmed up. 
The Yokohama offered great turn-in 
and felt very solid in construction, 
resulting in direct steering response. 
The dry slalom saw the Lassa tyre 
secure fifth. Though it was not very 
communicative, it had the grip to 
get through the cones quickly, which 
hinted at more surprise performances 
from the Turkish tyre. 
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CIRCLE 

DRY 


THE cornering test, or ‘circle test’, measures steady-state grip. That is, the outright lateral grip of the tyres 
around a corner of a fixed diameter (18m). That corner is a circle marked out with cones and time is again 
the measure of performance in this discipline - the tyre that can hang on with the greatest grip can get 
round the corner most quickly. We logged two laps from each run, which consisted of four laps, including 
an initial one to get the car locked onto its limit of adhesion. In practice, this means building speed to the 
onset of understeer - not understeering; just before the front starts to slide. Peak lateral g was logged by the 
Driftbox, but our results are based on average g, which is a more accurate way to establish an order, taking 
spikes out of the equation. We calculated that average g figure from the lap time using the formula: 4 x pi 
squared x radius (m) / 9.81 x time (sec) squared. Sitting in the car next to Loberto as he lapped the circle 
gave a feeling for the surprisingly high speed and g of the test, which looks undramatic from outside the car. 
The pro that he is, Renato did more than 350 laps without complaint or threat of losing his lunch. 


RANK 

LATERAL G 

.600 

.630 

.650 

.670 

SCORE 


CONTI PREMIUMCONTACT 5 


' YOKOHAMA ADVAN SPORT 



MICHELIN PRIMACY 3 ST 







^ DUNLOP SPORT MAXX RT 





MOMO M3 


TOYO PROXES T1 SPORT 


LASSA IMPETUS REVO 


GOODYEAR EFFICIENTGRIP 


10.00 

9.81 

9.68 

9.42 

9.21 

9.15 

9.11 

9.09 

9.03 



CONTINENTAL CONTI 
P R E M I U M C 0 N T A C T 5 

SPOILER alert: The dry cornering 
test wasn’t the Continental 
ContiPremiumContactS’s only first- 
place finish. The Conti put two-tenths 
between it and the second-placed 
Yokohama, which was O.lsec ahead 
of the Michelin in third. The Conti 
looked - and was - tail-happy through 
the slalom, but this didn’t point to 
a performance deficiency. Loberto 
reported lots of front grip and a tyre 
that feels quite strong in the sidewall. 
Why did the tail go? Turn-in was so 
sharp the rear couldn’t keep up and 
was thrown into a small slide. But 
the numbers supported the seat-of- 
the-pants verdict. The Conti was the 
quickest round the circle, which meant 
it was generating the greatest grip - an 
average of 0.68g, which was 10.7 percent 
more than the least-grippy tyre. 
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TODAY’S cars make emergency braking really easy for the driver. Stand hard on the brake pedal and 
the ABS takes care of the rest. There’s nothing to it, other than not being daunted by the pulsing of 
the pedal and the noise of the ABS system, and not lifting off the brake pedal. That’s why a defensive 
driving course that lets you practise (or at least experience) hard braking is worth its salt, but we 
digress. We had a spare set of brake pads at the ready, but the i30 performed our repeated brake- 
testing without so much as a hint that fade would set in. Loberto hit the brake pedal with all the 
subtlety of, well, a racing driver. So the braking performance variable was the tyres. The Hyundai 
passed the braking point carrying 80km/h, at which point the anchors were deployed. The brake test 
zone was marked with cones at 5m, which gave a quick visual guide to relative tyre performance. After 
the control tyre run, I positioned myself alongside the 27-metre mark for data recording duty. Whether 
I had to walk farther down, or back up, the braking zone for subsequent runs told me how good a tyre 
was, or otherwise. There was a 2.4-metre gap between the hard-stopping Michelin and the Goodyear. 




MICHELIN PRIMACY 3 ST 

THE Michelin Primacy 3 ST stopped 
the i30 in 25.3 metres on average, 
which was 20cm shorter than the 
next-best Yokohama, which pulled the 
highest peak, at 1.07g. The Michelin 
stopped a bit more than half a metre 
shorter than the third-placed Dunlop. 
Tellingly, the Michelin and the two 
tyres behind it were significantly 
below the median stopping distance 
of 26.83 metres. This came about 
because, although the top five were 
within a metre of each other, even 
the best of the bottom five was close 
to two metres adrift of the eventual 
victor. Renato reckoned the Michelin 
feels strong in sidewall and surface, 
and was impressed by the Dunlop, 
which exhibited no tread walking 
[squirming of the tread blocks] at all. 
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CIRCUIT 


DRY 


THE skid circuit serves to show which tyre can bring together the qualities tested in each of the formal 
disciplines for a quick lap. It’s also a bit of fun for Loberto, who might otherwise go cone-crazy on the 
skid pan’s confines. Tyres that demonstrated good transient and steady lateral grip, as well as longitudinal 
grip in the braking exercise, looked likely to reel off quick laps around the figure-of-eight, but that 
wasn’t necessarily the case. In part, that’s because the circuit test introduces tyre temperature as a more 
significant factor. Asking the tyres to handle several Toad events’ over a circa 24-second lap tells us what 
it would do on a mountain road, which might be quite different to what it does when dealing with a single 
swerve or stop in the city. We put a pyrometer on each of the iSO’s tyres after each test - the rear right tyre 
was in the high 30s on average, while the front left was at 78 deg on average, up to as much as 93.5deg in 
the middle of a 21-degree late winter’s day, which shows how hard it was working. The quickest laps were 
in the mid-23s and the least-quick in the mid-24s, and the fact Loberto reported some tyres ‘going off’ told 
us as least as much as the lap timer did. 


TIME (SECONDS) 


22 22.5 23 23.5 24 24.5 26 26.5 SCORE 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 



COMTINEHItL COHTI 
P R E M I II M C 0 N I « G I S 

THE Continental’s first place in the 
cornering test signposted its circuit 
test result. The Conti was O.Ssec 
quicker than the Toyo, but second, 
third and fourth were separated 
by hundredths, so you could really 
consider them to be equal second. 
According to Loberto, the Toyo was 
“the best tyre so far”, but it was 
third in the running order, and the 
benchmark was subsequently reset by 
the Conti - “Best feeling so far, great 
initial turn-in and can lean on the 
tyre quite a lot” - and the Yokohama. 
Interestingly, our wheelman reported 
that the latter had best turn-in feel of 
all tyres tested, but that its front grip 
levels reduced on each run. 
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IN A repeat of a phenomenon that occurred in the last running of the Wheels Tyre Test, the average 
time to complete the slalom was fractionally quicker in the wet than the dry. We couldn’t easily explain 
it then, and we can’t now, but it seems that the i30 is a tiny bit more agile in the wet. During some 
runs it certainly looked as though the tail of the car was coming into play more than it had been in 
the dry. We did say fractionally quicker, though - there were only three-thousandths in it. Despite that, 
the spread of times in the wet slalom was smaller than it was in the dry - 0.14sec versus 0.24sec. Tyres 
that were quicker in the wet than the dry included the Yokohama, Continental, Dunlop, Momo and the 
Hankook control tyre. The Roadstone recorded an identical average time in the wet as the dry. The 
Goodyear’s times were damn near identical, too - just one-hundredth slower in the wet. It was the only 
tyre to finish in the same spot (third) in both the dry and wet slalom tests, which earns it kudos for all- 
weather consistency. The Momo proved the surprise package when the taps were turned on, climbing 
six spots to fourth, while the Michelin dropped from second to seventh. 




TIME (SECONDS) 


DUNLOP SPORT MAXX RT 


3.1 3.2 3.3 3.4 3.5 3.6 3.7 3.8 SCORE 


YOKOHAMA ADVAN SPORT 


GOODYEAR EFFICIENTGRIP 


MOMO M3 


TOYO PROXES T1 SPORT 


MICHELIN PRIMACY 3 ST 


ROADSTONE N BLUE ECO 


10.00 

9.98 

9.98 

9.88 

9.85 

9.68 

9.62 

9.59 

9.56 




DUNLOP SPORT MAXX RT 


WE HOPE were not giving too much 
away at this point, but the Dunlop 
emerged with its one and only first 
place by recording the quickest 
average time while also improving 
the most of any tyre in comparison 
with the dry results. Our steerer said 
it provided great turn-in and driver 
feedback, and that it gives plenty 
of warning before it slides. It was a 
similar story for the Yokohama in 
second place, which offered excellent 
initial turn-in with great awareness 
of the grip/slip threshold. While 
the Goodyear’s score was virtually 
identical to that of the Yokohama (just 
0.0025sec slower), it was felt to offer 
relatively little skid warning. 
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CIRCLE 

WET 


TURNING on the skid pan’s sprinklers didn’t do anything unexpected to the grip level of the skid pan 
- the average overall lateral g generated on the cornering test dropped by three percent, which we’d 
expect on wet concrete. The kinetic frictional co-efficient of dry concrete is approximately 0.6 to 0.85. 
Add water (a nominal depth of 3mm in this case) and that co-efficient drops to anywhere from 0.45 to 
0.75. Despite that, just as in the wet slalom, some tyres managed to improve on their dry test result. 
On the Toyo, Goodyear and Lassa tyres, it seemed Loberto found the i30’s neutral cornering state at 
a slightly higher speed in the wet than the dry because they all pulled higher Gs. The loser was the 
Toyo, which fell six places, while, just as in the wet slalom, the Michelin dropped down the order (four 
places). The other movements in the ranks were moderate, including a climb from fifth to third for 
the Dunlop. Its emerging rain-master status may have to do with the design and orientation of the 
drainage channels across the tread face. Meanwhile, at the top, the status quo remained. 


RANK 

LATERAL G 

.600 

.620 

.640 

.660 

SCORE 
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CONTINENTAL CONTI 
P R E M I U M C 0 N T A C T 5 

LOGICALLY enough, the Continental 
ContiPremiumContactS mustered less 
outright grip in the wet than the dry - 
about five percent less in round figures. 
However, it still hung on tenaciously 
for the quickest average lap around the 
circle and a 0.649g figure that topped 
all other tyres in this discipline. This 
makes the Continental the outright 
slalom-test gold medallist, having 
topped the timesheet during the dry 
iteration, too. Like the Continental, the 
Yokohama, which took second place, is 
a great tyre in terms of its transient grip 
on both wet and dry surfaces. In the 
wet the Dunlop is just as good, though. 
Its time, lateral g (and, therefore, score) 
were identical to the Yokohama’s, down 
to 14 decimal places. 
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BRAKING 

WET 


ASK most tyre shoppers to tell you what’s important to them in a new set of hoops (other than price) 
and most will tell you they want good grip for braking, especially in the wet. The wet braking test, 
then, is the big one. Average stopping distance from 80km/h grew from 26.6 to 28.7 metres when the 
sprinklers soaked the skidpan - that’s 2.1m or eight percent farther. Worryingly, the Michelin, which 
had won the dry braking test convincingly, took an extra 4.9m to pull up in the wet, with Loberto 
reporting aquaplaning at all stages of braking, which resulted in inconsistent stopping distances. It 
could do better than its 30.18m average stopping distance - its best was 29.4m - just not every time. 

At the other end of the results spectrum, the Lassa actually stopped better in the wet than it did 
in the dry, but that was partly because its dry stopping performance was relatively poor (it finished 
second-last). However, the results for the rest of the pack were more predictable. As the overall average 
suggests, most tyres weren’t quite as good in the wet as they were in the dry. But the best of the bunch 
stopped surely regardless of the moisture level... 




CONTINENTAL CONTI 
PREMIUMC0NTACT5 

THE Continental’s wet-braking 
gold medal result was its fourth 
across the disciplines, which might 
simultaneously ruin the suspense for 
the final test discipline (tyre noise) and 
the overall results. Then again, it might 
not. . . It’s a terrific result that the Conti 
could stop within 0.78m of the best 
tyre in the dry, then in the wet only 
added 5cm to that stopping distance. In 
fact, its wet stopping distance would be 
a good dry result, which is something 
you could not say about any other tyre 
except, perhaps, the Lassa in second 
place. Meanwhile, the Yokohama’s 
third place in the wet braking took its 
tally to an impressive four silvers and 
two bronzes across the disciplines, 
which could equally be an overall 
results spoiler. . . 
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TYRE 

dB 


OF THE more pragmatic tests we’d ideally subject our Touring-spec tyres to - to complement the safety- 
focused dynamic disciplines - tyre noise is the one that’s feasible within a two-day test timeframe. Others 
would include tyre wear and rolling resistance (and its effect on fuel consumption), which would also require 
a larger test budget, and not just for the extra weeks’ worth of works burgers for the team. Measuring sound 
pressure level in decibels is quick and easy by comparison. We triggered the ‘peak-hold’ function on the SPL 
meter before setting a 60km/h cruise on a nice, gnarly piece of coarse-chip road to log a peak dB figure. More 
aggressive tread patterns generally make more noise, which is the trade-off for their greater grip, though 
tyre compound and construction come into it, so that’s not always the case. It’s certainly possible to have 
a quiet, grippy tyre, or a noisy, slippy one. The decibel scale is a non-linear logarithmic scale in which, for 
example, a 60dB noise is 10 times more powerful than a 50dB noise. To express some real-world scenarios in 
the dB scale, 60dB is the volume of normal conversation, city traffic clocks around 90dB, and a concert rocks 
at up to llSdB. Oh, and a 63.5dB tyre is noticeably noisier than a 57.5dB one - the spread of our test field. 



DUNLOP SPORT MAXX RT 

THE noise test certainly shook up the 
order, with the Momo and Roadstone 
tyres recording their best results 
(third and fifth respectively). Of the 
test tyres, the Dunlop Sport Maxx RT 
was the quietest, at 59.0dB, but it was 
a bit noisier than the Hankook control 
tyre (57.5dB), which technically took 
the top spot. The field was spread 
across 6dB, which might not seem 
like much, but because of the way 
the decibel scale works, that’s quite 
a difference in cabin noise levels. 

In terms of correlations between 
tyre noise and performance, the 
Continental and Michelin are notably 
better at gripping than gliding quietly 
over a rough road surface. Conversely, 
the Hankook control tyre and the 
Momo bring hushed highway cruising 
ahead of athleticism. 
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UNDERINFLATED UNDERPERFORMER 

MANY drivers don’t check their tyre pressures 
often enough, which is a fundamental safety 
oversight when you consider that those four rubber 
patches are your only connection with the road. 
After several weeks unchecked, a tyre might have 
lost 25 percent or more of its placard pressure, 
which is 8psi in the case of our iSO test car. We duly 
deflated its tyres from the recommended 32psi to 
24psi before hitting the skidpan. The pressure drop 
resulted in a slalom time that was one-tenth slower 
(for dead last), a two percent reduction in average 
g in the cornering test, and a braking distance 
increase of 0.16 metres - all small but significant 
costs for laziness. 

DOES BIGGER MEAN BETTER? 

FITTING larger-diameter wheels with lower-profile 
tyres is a proven way to improve the looks of your 
car, but what about the performance? We wanted 
to get to the bottom of whether big wheels and 
small sidewalls actually improve handling and 
outright grip, or just make the car feel sharper. The 
225/45R17S fitted to the i30 were OEM tyres (on 
factory wheels) that come standard on higher-spec 
versions of the car. Renato described the tyres as 
direct and consistent with hard sidewalls and did 
the slalom in times that, on average, would slot the 
17in touring tyre into second place. Meanwhile, the 
roughly 10 percent increase in tyre contact patch 
brought two percent more lateral grip. 

PUMP UP THE JAM? 

A CAR might wear overinflated tyres for a couple 
of reasons. Perhaps an inexperienced tyre fitter 
ignored the manufacturer’s recommendations, or 
maybe an enthusiast (or cunning car company PR 
rep) pumped them up in an effort to gain a free 
handling upgrade. We upped the i30’s pressures by 
25 percent to 40psi before tackling the tests. Sure 
enough, the control tyres gained three percent 
in lateral grip and took 39cm less to stop, but the 
biggest gain came in the slalom, where the high- 
pressure control tyre would have finished second 
rather than eighth. Why, then, doesn’t Hyundai 
recommend 40psi? The i30’s placard pressure 
considers comfort as well as performance; we 
didn’t quantify ride compliance, but an extra 8psi 
brings a noticeable increase in harshness. 

WEAR - DO YOU GEDDIT? 

PRODUCTION car racers have been known to use 
buffed-down road tyres to reduce tread block 
squirm, and we know slicks stick in the dry, so 
worn tyres could perform well in these conditions, 
too. In the wet, however, it’s highly advisable - as 
well as a roadworthiness requirement - to have a 
certain amount of tread. We tested a set of well- 
scubbed (with a legal 2mm tread depth) tyres in 
both dry and wet conditions. In the dry, the i30 
shod with worn tyres bolted through the slalom 
in record time - quicker than every other tyre at 
3.06sec - and posted a cornering g figure that was 
among the best of the brand-new tyres. But it lost 
its grip in the wet, recording the slowest average 
slalom time of all bar the underinflated control 
tyre, and a lateral g figure seven percent adrift of 
the wet cornering test champ. But the worst was 
yet to come. The worn tyres took 8.7 metres - more 
than two i30-lengths - farther to stop than the 
average tyre, or 11.3 metres (or 43 percent) farther 
than the best tyre tested. Worn tyres are great in 
the dry, then, but they’re woeful on a road car that 
has to deal with rainy days. 
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YOKOHAMA 

ADVAN SPORT V105 


FOUR first places from eight disciplines for the Continental 
ContiPremiumContactS would seem to make it the overall champ, right? 
Wrong. The Dunlop, Michelin and Toyo tyres secured a first place each, and 
the Toyo also scored a second on the skid circuit. Meanwhile, the Michelin 
snagged a second, a third and a fourth, and the Dunlop finished in sixth or 
above in every discipline. One of them must be the victor, surely? Wrong 
again. That’s because there was a dark (black, in fact) horse among the field. 

The Yokohama Advan Sport V105 didn’t win any discipline outright, but it 
was right at the pointy end at almost every one of them, securing four silvers, 
just for starters. Then there were the two thirds and a fourth; its worst result 
was sixth - equal sixth, as it turns out - in the noise test, which counts for 
little if you’re focused on safety and handling. The Yokohama was the class of 
the field, and put in its best showings in the dry cornering and braking, and 
the slalom in both wet and dry conditions. Interestingly, if you consider only 
the results of the dry tests, the Yokohama would still win, though if you took 
only the wet test results it would be pipped by the Continental, which took 
the silver overall. Conversely, the Continental falls to third if you consider 
only dry test results. Like the Continental and the Yokohama, the Dunlop 
(third overall) offers a great mix of dry and wet weather performance. It 
drops to fourth if you look at only the dry test results. One last look at the 
dry-only and wet-only results reveals that the Michelin lost out because of 
its leaning towards dry performance. Second across the dry tests, it slipped 
to eighth in the wet; it finished fifth overall. Shockers? Well, even the last- 
placed Momo M3 performed far better than the set of worn, yet legal tyres 
tested, which were diabolical in the wet. The message: Make sure your tyres 
have plenty of tread and, if you can, buy a good brand such as those standing 
tall on the Wheels Tyre Test 2015 podium. 
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When two will do 

DISPLACEMENT-on-demand makes sense with a V8 - most cars 
get by with four cylinders, so surely there are times a V8 doesn't 
need to be running on all eight (in Sydney, maybe all the time). 
But wouldn't a four-pot need all its cylinders, all the time? 


Apparently not, because the CoD A3 drives just fine on two 
cylinders. At low to middling loads it shuts the valves to the 
middle pair of pots, switching seamlessly back to four-cylinder 
mode when acceleration is needed. 



When base 
is just ace 

Sometimes you don’t need 
all the bells and whistles 
to hit the right note 


CALL ME a hipster (actually, please don’t), 
but I’ve always liked having a car that few 
others do. My new long- termer is exactly that, 
because base-model Audis are a rarity, and no 
one, it seems, buys a base Audi in red. 

Most of the A3 sedans I’ve seen in Sydney 
are of a higher spec level, or are optioned 
with the S line sports pack (or both), usually 
in black or a metallic shade of grey. 

As well as a taste for the less common, I 
also have a liking for base models, for their 
honesty. And there’s something even more 
appealing about a premium car in bare- 
bones trim. 

Compared with the A3 1.8 TFSI Ambition 
cabrio it replaces in my garage, the silvery 
cabin highlights are gone, along with seat 
heaters, start button, powered folding mirrors 


and other stuff. I’m not missing any of it, and I 
like the black-on-black cabin, which looks nice 
and minimalistic with the multimedia screen 
powered neatly into the dashtop. 

I am glad, though, that it’s got sat-nav and 
a reversing camera as part of the Technik 
package (see panel top right). 

Back on the exterior, and there’s even a bit of 
baby RS4 to the look, thanks to the sedan’s taut 
proportions and crisp creases, its sporty looking 
silver- finished 10-spokes with chunky, square- 
sidewalled Dunlops, and of course the colour. 

Like almost every Audi I’ve driven, the body 
feels like a vault (especially after the ragtop). 

Yet at 1250kg, the sedan is 180kg lighter than 
the cabrio. 

This shows in a few areas. The CoD is so 
much livelier at low revs; its power-to-weight 
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AUDI A3 SEDAN 1.4 CoD 


Date acquired: August 2015 
Price as tested: $43,090 
This month: 529km @ 8.5L/100km 
■ Overall: 529km @ 8.5L/100km 
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Easy on the options 

THE $2990 Technik package is the only option added to the $40,100 
A3 CoD sedan that, unoptioned, costs a mere $1600 more than the 
equivalent Sportback. A small price to pay, I reckon, for the sedan's 
classier look. (The CoD sedan costs $4200 more than the entry-level, 


non-CoD 1.4 Sportback). The Technik pack is also a no-brainer, mostly 
because it brings a 'navigation plus' system, but also for its MMI touch 
interface, colour driver information system, parking system with rear 
view camera and park assist, and upgraded audio. 






ratio and claimed O-lOOkm/h are similar to 
the cabrio’s (it’s only down 4kW/tonne and 
is officially 0.4sec slower from O-lOOkm/h, 
at 8.2sec). 

Perhaps because the 1.4 turbo has the same 
peak of 250Nm as the 1.8, but with a smaller 
turbo and less engine inertia pushing less 
weight, the 1.4 has plenty to give at low revs, 
and works sweetly in this daily driving zone in 
the trim sedan. 

Pedal with more enthusiasm and it’ll leave 
the line with an eager chirp before sprinting 
satisfactorily to the top of the tacho. There’s 
even a bit of atmo character, rather than tacho- 
round whooshiness, and a hint of FSM Niki (in a 
good way) as the CoD system slips into two-pot 
mode (see panel above left). 

As in the cabrio, the seven-speed dual-clutch 


transmission can be a bit Jerky, though it 
is more decisive in letting its clutches out 
and more responsive to the paddles. Maybe 
the cabrio’s extra weight dictated that it 
was calibrated to slip its clutches more, 
like you’d do yourself when towing with an 
underpowered manual car; I’d love to ask an 
Audi engineer. 

The steering remains resolutely numb, 
but the lighter, more rigid body lends the 
sedan a sense of togetherness in corners 
that the cab just didn’t possess. 

I’d better be careful who I go around 
telling that the base A3 sedan is a cool- 
looking, not-too-pretentious, efficient, 
lively, chuckable, fun little thing, or they’ll 
end up being everywhere. 

JAMES WHITBORN 
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PEUGEOT 308 ACTIVE e-THP 


Date acquired: March 2015 
Price as tested: $26,890 
This month: 1528km @ 6.9L/100km 
Overall: 6460km @ 6.7L/100km 


WEEK 21 
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Help me, RON-da 

EDUCATING readers is always a noble endeavour, but the true 
instigator for our premium fuel fight-out came about when I 
recently gueried CWY-07A's unusually listless performance. My 
partner replied: "Oh yes, I filled it up with 95 RON for a change" 


- the first time he'd done so - thus prompting the experiment. 
As a scientist, Jim needed convincing about the merit of the full 
brew, which the result duly delivered. Now he's a 98 RON 
convert. And now the 308's vigour is back. 



Fuel’s gold 

What’s thriftier; a 308 running on 95 or 98 RON? 


Peugeot has chopped 
308 prices, with the 
Active auto dropping 
$1450 to $26,890 
(plus on-roads, of 
course) 


THE reason so many manufacturers are 
moving to smaller-capacity turbo engines is 
economic rather than for economy. A lower 
emissions rating means higher sales in many 
countries due to tax breaks. 

Starting with a clean slate as Peugeot 
did with the T9 308 means the engineers 
were able to create a lighter and more 
aerodynamic car around the terrific 1.2-litre 
three-pot turbo, maximising the downsizing 
potential. And, as regular readers know, 
we’ve revelled in the performance, agility, 
control and ride comfort of the 96kW e-THP 
1.2-litre turbo-equipped Active. 

However, for some people, one downside 
of downsizing is the need to fill them with 
premium unleaded petrol, due to their 
higher octane diet demands. While our 308’s 
triple can run on the standard 91 RON brew, 
it isn’t recommended. 

But what about at the other end of the 
petrol price scale? Which of the two premium 


unleaded fuels is better - 95 RON or 98 RON? 
We normally fill the Pug with the more 
expensive stuff because that’s what we’ve 
long believed to be the best for efficiency. To 
find out for sure, though, we switched to the 
lower-octane premium bowser for three fills, 
before returning back to the top-shelf stuff 
for three more. 

We attempted to control the variables as 
much as possible, visiting the same service 
station brand, keeping consistent driving 
techniques and sticking with the same 
general commuting routes. That’s about as 
scientific as this exercise got. And the results 
are interesting. 

The trio of runs on 95 RON saw CWY-07A 
average 7.4L/100km, with 7.0 achieved on a 
country cruise and 7.8 during regular inner- 
urban schlepping. Back on 98 RON, the 
average was 6.6L/km, the best was 6.3 and 
the worst was 6.9. That’s 0.8L/100km better 
on the richer brew. So, even at 147.9 cents 


versus 155.9 cents per litre, 
spending more for 98 RON literally makes 
cents, because the five percent premium 
is covered twice-over by an 11 percent 
consumption decrease. All up, for every 
500km driven, we saved $3.25 using the more 
expensive stuff. Over 20,000km, that’d be 
about $130. 

Obviously prices and gaps fluctuate almost 
daily, but in our experiment the outcome is a 
victory for 98 RON - at least as far as our 308 
is concerned, and a win-win when you factor 
in the slightly stronger performance that the 
premium promises. Yet even on 95 RON, it’s 
an outstanding result for the tiny turbo triple, 
as well as a big thumbs up for downsizing. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 
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A classic 911 that really is a 'super' car 

INVESTORS are raiding the air-cooled 911 market, driving up 
prices accordingly. Some local investors are putting collector 
cars into superannuation funds, though legally this means 
they can't be driven. Meanwhile, demand has gone 


international for typically well-specced and well-maintained 
Australian cars. A first-year (1975) right-hand-drive 911 Turbo 
was recently bought from its Yass, NSW owner by LA-based 
Porsche outlaw icon Magnus Walker. 


Appreciating your asset 


Stahly loves that his 911 is working hard for him just sitting still 


YEARS ago, a mate loaned me a book about 
smart investing. I was much impressed by 
the wisdom and promise within, almost all of 
which I’d forgotten by the time I gave it back. 
The one thing that did stick with me was the 
author’s definition of assets and liabilities. 

An asset is something that puts money in 
your pocket; a liability is something that 
takes it out. 

By that measure, pretty much every 
“asset” I have - car, motorcycles, my 
collection of human brains kept artificially 
alive by computer-controlled perfusion - is 
actually a liability. Who knew? 

The numerate among you may have 
noticed an amendment to the “price as 
tested” at the head of this page: the small 
matter of about $30,000 added. This was not 


the fruit of some canny investment strategy. 

When I bought my 911, not even I was 
silly enough to consider it an “investment”, 
though I was confident it would maintain its 
value (if I kept spending enough on it). 

At the time, prices for “long nose” (pre- 
1974) 911s had sprinted into six figures. 
Everyone cooed that impact-bumper models 
were on their way up, too. But the first one I 
looked at, a time-capsule ’88 coupe with just 
49,000km on the clock, was priced at a still 
reasonable $85,000. 

It would fetch twice that today. 

Grant Geelan services and sells used 
Porsches at Autohaus Hamilton, Sydney. 
“Everything air-cooled has just gone crazy 
over the past 12 months,” he tells me. 
“There’s a lot of people like you who just 


don’t realise what your cars are worth. Even 
911SGs are selling for $80-$90,000.” 

Geelan recently sold a “really clean” 1989 
coupe, 40,000km fresher than mine, for 
$118K. It was advertised at $110K. “I had 
five customers fighting over it,” Geelan says. 
“We’ve got a waiting list of about 35 people 
for anything air-cooled.” 

It’s all very reminiscent of the late-1980s, 
with the market being pushed by investors. 
Geelan says he has no idea when, or if, the 
trend will end. 

I guess it prompts the question - am I 
smart enough to work out that I could sell my 
car, invest the profit, wait for the bubble to 
burst, then buy one again at a fire -sale price? 

Sadly, no. 

MICHAEL STAHL 
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stealth bombing bollards 

JUST when we thought it was safe to go into the car park, the 
long-simmering feud between the Bulmer clan and the Bastard 
Bollards blew up into open hostility again this month. Trouble is, 
the bollards are so stealthy and Ninja-like you don't notice when 


you've been attacked. At least that's the experience of The 
Good Wife, who claims to have "no idea" of how the pinstripe of 
yellow paint had affixed itself to the rear door and sill, and 
resulted in a dislodged section of rear bumper. Bugger! 




Is parting Swede sorrow? 

We wanted the V60 to be a real turnip for 
the books, but was it really? 


IN AUTOMOTIVE terms, we here at the 
Bulmer household pride ourselves on being 
an equal opportunity employer. By that I 
mean we hold no prejudice for automotive 
ethnicity. Germans, Japanese, Aussies (an 
endangered species, granted), Koreans, 
and obviously Scandinavians; we welcome 
them all. Vehicular biodiversity, if I can put 
it that way, is embraced. 

So, back in 2010 , when plucky Saab, 
under the misguided stewardship of 
General Motors, finally sank through an 
automotive ice hole, it left Volvo as the 
sole flag-bearer for Sweden, under the 
protective wing of Ghinese giant Geely. That 
‘last- Swede-standing’ status makes me 
feel slightly protective towards Volvo, and 
Swedes in general, to the point I regularly 
give my old Roxette cassettes a good 
cranking and insist my young daughters 
master the art of assembling their own 
bedroom furniture. 

I’d also hoped that a decent stint in 
Volvo’s mid-size sports wagon could 
shift my feelings from simple optimism 
for the company’s prosperity to genuine 
admiration for the product. 

So where does that leave me after six 
months? I’d put the V60 at the upper end of 
a pass mark, but short of a distinction. 

Let’s recap the car’s strengths and the 
elements in which it managed to endear 
itself. First up, I liked the exterior styling 
- its distinctive Volvo signatures, the 
bonnet line that falls away towards the 
nose to avoid being too blocky, the solid 
four-square stance and flared waistline. 
Inside, the soft, fragrant leather welcomed, 
and my daughters - who are always 
impeccably behaved, and quiet as church 
mice, provided, of course, they’re bound 
and gagged - appreciated the integrated 
booster seats. Up front there was a lot to 
like about the Swedish sense of design 
aesthetic, though this often didn’t translate 
into ergonomic or operational sensibility. At 
least the seat’s memory positions for two 
drivers was appreciated, given the height 
disparity between The Good Wife and 


myself. A one-button press to raise her to 
the prescribed height quickly allowed her 
optimum vision of the road ahead, and also 
helped the cabin acoustics better reflect her 
dulcet tones as she sang along sweetly to 
her Enya GDs. 

But then there was the packaging issue. 
You’ll know by now that the Bulmer clan has 
yet to learn the art of travelling light 
- Sherpas have been known to see us 
coming and turn tail, shouting, “No boss! 
Load too big! Yak will break!” So as a family 
we often found the V60 - especially having 
transitioned from the capacious Mercedes 
ML wagon - a little on the tight side. 

Once we were on the open road, the V60’s 
decent body control was always appreciated; 
it’s just a shame it came at a cost in terms 
of the car’s ride compliance around town. 
The thumping and jarring at urban speeds 
was not a compromise that I ever grew to 
willingly accept. 

Then there’s the powertrain, promising 
diesel efficiency further improved by the 
‘Drive-E’ technology suite of fuel-saving 
features. Good in theory, but four-cylinder 
diesels have made massive leaps in the last 
few years and Volvo’s 2.0-litre falls short 
by comparison. It sounds and feels a little 
old- school in its grumbly idle and gruff 
mid-range under full throttle, though the 
performance was never anything 
less than pleasing. Still, the new- 
generation twin-turbo 2.0-litre 
diesel (165kW/470Nm) fitted to the 
new XG90 is positively gagging for a 
home in the V60. 

Speaking of the XG90, a recent 
quick spin in this all-new (and 
wholly developed under Geely’s 
control) model shows exactly what 
Volvo is now able to deliver. Rather 
than chase sporty dynamics, this 
large SUV features beautiful interior 
detailing, clever packaging and a 
relaxed driving experience. Our V60 
was a loyal family friend, and the 
future is clearly bright for Volvo. 

GED BULMER 


“Hey kids, watch 
as I place this fluffy 
bunny in the boot, wave 
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VOLVO V60 D4 LUXURY 


Date acquired: December 2014 
Price as tested: $70,015 
This month: 2122km @ 6.9L/100km 
Overall: 9231km @ 7.2L/100km 


WEEK 30 
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Immaculate, let me give you the tip 

THE buggered bumper, sill scrape and lick of war paint from 
the Bastard Bollards was especially galling in light of the fact 
that - aside from the assorted detritus of a wife and two kids 
who seem to think car interiors are places you fill up with hair 


ties, Macca wrappers, drink bottles, dolls, dance bags and other 
crap, then replace the car - there wasn't so much as a scuffed 
alloy to show evidence of six months of Bulmer habitation. We 
were so close to an unblemished report card... 
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SUBARU FORESTER 2.0D-L 


Date acquired: April 2015 
Price as tested: $35,490 
This month: 508km @ 8.7L/100km 
Overall 4197km @ 8.3L/100km 
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Camera shy 

IS THERE any feature more over-rated than a reversing camera 
without beeps? Perhaps it's because, much like Donald Trump, 

I simply refuse to believe what they're telling me, but I managed 
to lightly tap another car the other day when parking, which 


simply wouldn't have happened if I had just the beepers in the 
rear bumper instead of the camera. Yes, apparently they save 
little lives, but on their own cameras are more annoying than 
useful; give me the machine that goes "beeeeep" any day. 


Wedded bliss 

Deceptively roomy Forester shifts the family ... and its values 


I FEEL I really should apologise to my trusty 
Forester, which has become a more beloved 
part of our family than our clingy cat or the 
freakishly infuriating Furby we mistakenly 
bought our daughter, because I shouldn’t 
have doubted it. 

A recent trip to the Blue Mountains for a 
wedding meant packing not only a 
weekend’s worth of crap and one of the 
world’s least-utilised suits, but also a 
grandmother to look after our two banned- 
from-nuptials offspring. 

I had presumed that going five-up would 
be too much of an ask for the plucky Subaru’s 
cabin, with its tricky, roof-mounted centre- 
rear seatbelt set-up and ever so slightly 
squeezy ambience. 

In my mind, the hilariously optimistically 
named Honda Accord Sport Hybrid parked 
outside my house, with people occasionally 
clustered around it to point and laugh at its 
ocean-blue plastic highlights and mock its 
absurd $57,000 pricetag, was a better option. 

Obviously I’d be more likely to buy a “We 


Shall Overcomb” Donald Trump mural for the 
front of my house than I would this weird and 
sonically challenging vehicle, but it did seem 
nice, spacious and, particularly compared to 
my hard-working Subaru, clean inside. 

It took about half a nanosecond to change 
my mind, of course, once I lifted the boot to 
evaluate the load space and found it largely 
taken up by batteries (the rear seats don’t 
fold down, either; not that it would have been 
an option here). 

As I say, I should never have doubted the 
Forester, which swallowed all 18 of the outfits 
my wife decided to take so that she could 
make up her mind what to wear at the last 
possible moment, the 12 layers of clothing 
my mother insisted on bringing for each 
child, and my suit bag, which was literally 
the only thing I was allowed to pack. 

The gear was stacked almost to my rear- 
view eyeline, but I could still see enough to 
feel like a responsible road user. 

The climb to Katoomba from Sydney is a 
constant one, with plenty of bends and twists 


and nicely surfaced tarmac, now that the 
roadwork that has been going on in the area 
for what feels like 10 years has finally finished, 
and the Subaru fairly flew up the hills. 

I really do never tire of the Forester’s 
steering and chassis, which are better than 
they need to be in a car like this. But the more 
time goes on the more I am tiring of the diesel 
grumble, particularly after a recent steer of 
the new Audi Q7, which shows how quiet a 
modem oil-burner can be (though you need to 
spend a lot more to find out). 

Don’t ask me how I know this, but the 
clatter of a diesel has a particular dissonance 
that can really disturb the quietude of 
someone with a hangover as well. 

Perhaps most impressively, though, no 
one other than me had any complaints at all, 
including the three who sat abreast in the 
rear. Eight-year-olds, it turns out, don’t need 
that much leg or hip room, particularly when 
they’re falling asleep on their grandmother’s 
shoulder anyway. 

STEPHEN CORBY 



\iOTiisr 


A bit of recent car 
swapping meant I got to 
follow my own Forester 
for a while, and was 
. surprised to find I 
^ really like my A 
rear end... 
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The two RONnies 

RENAULT stipulates the Captur must run on premium 
unleaded petrol - either 95 or 98 RON. It's not uncommon 
these days with European brands that are used to better 
quality juice than our domestic ULP, but it's rather 


inconvenient (and somewhat self-defeating) in a car like the 
Captur that is undoubtedly bought with economy in mind. 
Still, for the sake of this long-term report, it did provide an 
opportunity to assess the contention that higher-octane 
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RENAULT CAPTURTCe90 


Date acquired: March 2015 
Price as tested: $25,540 
This month: 920km @ 6.9L/100km 
Overall 8084km @ 6.8L/100km 




WEEK 26 


• urban •'country ©sports ©family •motorway 


petrol is worth the extra cost because it burns more efficiently and you 
therefore need to pour less of the stuff into your tank. Well, I reckon my 
experiment was more thorough than Byron's test with his 308 (p126) 
because I covered a lot more miles, but came up with a very different 


result. One-third of my six-month mileage was on 98 and I averaged 
6.9L/100km; the rest was on (slightly) cheaper 95 and the average was 
6.8L/100km. Let's be generous and call that a tie, but still an indicator 
that, in the case of the Captur, at least, it wasn't money well spent. 



Hidden a gender 

The Hass survives an identity crisis 
and a lesson in French downsizing 


AT THE risk of revealing too much about 
my inner self, sometimes I wish I was a 
girl. They might think it’s a man’s world, 
but I reckon they have it made, or at least 
they did until they went down the road of 
equality and discovered it perhaps wasn’t 
everything they’d expected. 

When it comes to cars, it seems that 
looks and colour are often the major 
factors women consider when choosing a 
new vehicle. Yes, I realise I’m generalising 
horribly here and owe an apology to the 
many female revheads reading this, but 
seriously, how many times have we blokes 
poured through mountains of research only 
for our better halves to decide they want a 
particular model because “it’s Just so cute” 
or that it doesn’t matter “so long as it’s that 
bright metallic red”. 

When I collected the Captur back in 
March, I was well aware that this was a 
‘chick car’ and certainly not intended for an 
ageing boy racer. So I tried to get in touch 
with my inner female. Not very successfully, 
as it turns out. I just couldn’t master the 
high heels and all that makeup palaver. But 
wearing a bra was kinda fun. 

I digress. The point is that I had to get 
into an extremely atypical character to 
appreciate this car, and on the odd occasion 
I succeeded it wasn’t hard to see the appeal 
of that funky styling, the bright blue duco 


with floating black roof, the scalloped sides 
with black and silver swishes, the high 
seating position and extra headroom, the 
jazzy interior with its fancy seat covers and 
steering wheel, and the flexible boot space 
with a false floor that could be angled so 
your shopping didn’t go everywhere. Yep, it 
was fun pretending to be a girl. 

But still it didn’t work for me. The 
technically impressive yet mere 898cc 
three-cylinder engine, even with the help 
of a turbocharger, just couldn’t get the job 
done adequately, and it only comes with a 
manual gearbox. Seriously, since when do 
us chicks do manuals? 

I really wanted to see what the Captur 
was like with the bigger four- cylinder turbo 
engine and an automatic transmission, so I 
grabbed one for a few weeks and my opinion 
changed completely. Of course I knew the 
1.2-litre would have better performance, but 
I didn’t expect it to change my perspective 
completely. Suddenly I began to appreciate 
its Gallic charms, which had been hidden 
behind expletive -riddled frustration as I 
tried to get the turbo triple to at least keep 
up with traffic flow. Now that was a given, 
and suddenly the minor foibles of the 
Captur - the hidden remote audio controls, 
the ’80s-style trip computer readouts, 
the cruise control switch down with the 
handbrake, the dodgy iPod connection - 
became what French car tragics would call 
character. And I didn’t mind it a bit. In fact, I 
asked to keep it a bit longer. Sacre bleu! 

I’m also heartened that Renault’s 
globalisation has resulted in impressive 
build quality and, in the case of ‘my’ Captur, 
zero reliability issues. Not a fault, failure 
or even a single rattle during six months 
together. Perhaps that will come to be 
reflected in improved resale values in the 
years to come. 

If I was a female - a proper one, not one 
of the Caitlyn Jenner variety - 1 think I could 
be drawn to the Renault. But like probably 
99 percent of Captur buyers. I’d order the 
equally economical four-cylinder with the 
auto. Ca ua? 

DAVID HASSALL 
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acquired: August 2015 

Price as tested: $35,490 

This month: 468km @ 13.1L/100km 

Overall: 468km @ 13.1L/100km 
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Rock, unblocked 

REGULAR readers who manage to suffer through my whinging 
and general first-world problem-mongering may recall that I 
moaned the base ST Oashgai's sound system is right up there with 
a Taiwanese phone for sonic satisfaction. Well, you get what you 


pay for, clearly. This top-spec model adds a decent amplifier and 
higher guality drivers and tweeters to transform the sound from 
gloopy to glistening. It's not reference grade, but is sufficiently 
loud and engaging for my in-car garage parties to have resumed. 



BARE 

y FANG 1 

Petrol 2.0-litre atmo 
four doesn’t mind a 
drink, but is way more 
fun to drive hard than 
the slightly stodgy 
. and lag-prone 
^ diesel A 


Petrol power? Let’s drink to that 

A change from diesel to unleaded ups both refinement and consumption 


SOME cliches really irk me, so I tend to avoid 
them like, well, the plague. Such as the old 
line about having one’s cake and eating it, 
too. I think I understand the sentiment, but 
it’s still a pretty moronic expression. Has 
anyone ever said to you, “Hey, please come 
over for my birthday party; we’ll eat, drink, 
dance, and best of all, there’ll be a cake! In 
a glass case, of course, purely for viewing 
purposes, because, you know, we can’t have 
our cake and eat it too ...” 

Anyway, my changeover after three 
months from diesel Qashqai ST to a top-spec 
petrol Ti model made me recall this irksome 
cliche. See, my recently departed oil-burner 
SUV was, if I can continue to torture the 
cake metaphor in powertrain terms, more 
like rocky road than whipped cream. It 
was agreeably grunty in the mid-range, as 
modern turbo-diesels invariably are, but 
too loud and vibey at idle. Plus the power 
delivery was quite laggy, so throttle response, 
especially in heavy traffic, was a little lazy. 

Enter the petrol Ti, and with it a whole 
new level of refinement. Its idle is a polished 
mechanical whisper, its throttle tip-in 
millimetrically perfect. Where the diesel 


and CVT transmission felt like an arranged 
marriage, the petrol engine and the same 
CVT feel more like soul mates united in 
blissful harmony. There are no low-speed 
stumbles, no quarrels about whose turn it is 
to pick a ratio, take out the bins, etc. 

The atmo 2.0-litre makes less torque 
at much higher revs - 200Nm at a peaky- 
sounding 4400rpm plays 320Nm at just 
1750rpm - but this is a classic case of the 
numbers not telling the whole story. It’s 
deceiving, but because there’s no lag and 
no surge. Just a predictable and satisfying 
response to any sized throttle input, the 
petrol doesn’t feel gutless or hollow. It starts 
making torque progressively, rather than 
waiting for a bit then dropping a big wodge 
to the front wheels. It also revs willingly, 
eagerly even, to where peak power resides at 
6000rpm. So you never feel like a mechanical 
sadist by spinning it out to overtake or plug 
a gap in traffic. This petrol Ti is also about 
100kg lighter than the diesel, and a second 
quicker to lOOkm/h, which are numbers that 
do help tell the story. 

So there’s my cake; rich, creamy and 
satisfying. But where there’s cake, there’s 


consumption (except in cliches) and so 
it is with the petrol Qashqai. Where the 
diesel was sipping in the mid-eights, my 
first measured tank of this thirsty bastard 
came in at 13.1L/100km, which admittedly 
included some hard driving for photography. 
Even so, it cruels the tank’s range from 
700km or so to mid-400s; and is closing in 
on double the meaningless combined ADR 
figure of 6.9L/100km. 

But if the bowser- wowser in me sucks it 
up, takes it on the chin and sees the glass as 
very much half full, I can skirt the cliches and 
say that me and the petrol Ti are as happy as 
fat kids with a slice of you know what. 

ASH WESTERMAN 


134 wheelsmag.com.au 
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Alfa Romeo 


3yr/100,000km 

www.alfaromeo.com.au 


Modern-day Alfasud with fewer bubbles 
^ Retro style, without actually being a remake of anything; TwinAir's value and character 
[HI Ride varies from brittle to teeth-rattling; flawed ergonomics; idle-stop system is rubbish 
The Pick: Characterful base car combines rorty TwinAir with the least offensive ride 



Jr $22,500 

L2T 

0.9 

77 

145 M6 

1130 

12.9 19.0 4.2 95 44 07/14 F 

$24,500 

L4T 

1.4 

99 

206 M5 

1130 

8.4 - 5.6 95 46 F 

$26,500 

L4T 

1.4 

99 

230 S6 

1130 

8.2 - 5.5 95 45 F 

$29,000 

L4T 

1.4 

_99 

230 56 

1130 

8.2 - 5.5 95 52 F 

$32,000 

L4T 

1.4 

125 

250 M6 

1145 

7.5 - 6.0 95 47 F 


Old name, new promise 

rJ 0 Engines; steering; suspension and handling. 

Cabin space, even. Finally, a proper Alfa! 

'3 Cabin’s lack of storage; plastics not to VW standard ; our favourite hubcaps are dead 

^ - The Pick: Top-spec QV. 

Or the great-riding, torquey, freshly upgraded base model 

$29,000 

L4T 

1.4 

88 

215 M6 

1259 

9.4 - 6.4 95 41 F 

$33,000 

L4T 

1.4 

125 

250 M6 

1269 

7.5 15.3 5.7 95 42 11/14 F 

$35,000 

L4T 

1.4 

125 

250 56 

1284 

7.6 - 5.1 95 42 F 

$39,000 

L4T 

1.7 

173 

340 M6 

1299 

6.8 - 7.6 95 47 03/11 F 


Alfisti rejoice! 


Lightweight carbon-fibre body; exciting dynamics; bucketloads of charisma 
^ Firm seats; uninspiring exhaust note in cabin; love-it-or-hate-it steering; zero storage 
» The Pick: Save$20 K a nd revel in the better-rid i ng, slig htly le ss hard cor e standard 4C 

$89,000 L4T 1.7 177 350 $6 1025 4.5 - ' 6.8 95 64 R 


$109,000 L4T 1.7 177 350 S6 1025 4.6 12.8 6.8 95 64 06/15 R 


Ik if • 3yr/unlimited 

Aston IN/LcLirtin www.astonmartin.com 


Vantage 


Superstar styling, but ageing 


stunning looks, spectacular-sounding engines, much rarer than a 911 
\Z1 Cabin dated and pretty tight; purists will prefer its sharper, newer rivals 

s 



The Pick: V12 from the Vanquish provides serious shove with little weight penalty 


V8 Coupe 

$231,000 

V8 

4.7 

313 

470 

M6 

1630 

4.9 - 

13.8 

95 

63 08/07 

R 

V8 Coupe 

$246,900 

V8 

4.7 

313 

470 

S7 

1630 

4.9 - 

12.9 

95 

63 

R 

V8 Roadster 

$260,000 

V8 

4.7 

313 

470 

M6 

1690 

4.9 - 

13.8 

95 

63 

R 

V8 Roadster 

$273,800 

V8 

4.7 

313 

470 

57 

1690 

4.9 - 

12.9 

95 

63 

R 

V8 5 Coupe 

$251,700 

V8 

4.7 

321 

490 

M6 

1610 

4.8 - 

13.8 

95 

63 

R 

V8 5 Coupe 

$267,600 

V8 

4.7 

321 

490 

57 

1610 

4.5 - 

12.9 

95 

63 

R 

V8 5 Roadster 

$280,600 

V8 

4.7 

321 

490 

M6 

1690 

4.8 - 

13.8 

95 

63 

R 

V12SCoupe 

$354,300 

VI 2 

5.9 

421 

620 

57 

- 

3.9 - 

14.7 

95 

63 

R 

V12 5 Roadster 

$383,525 

VI 2 

5.9 

421 

620 

57 

1745 

4.1 

14.7 

95 

63 

R 


Coupe 

Volante 


Beauty, and beast 

^ Like Bond himself, the DBS is class; wailing V12 is a perfect car-chase accompaniment 
IS Some interior details well below par; not as quick as V12 suggests; tight packaging 
The Pick: DBS coupe is sportier and sturdier than the slightly limp-wristed Volante 

$349,500 V12 5.9 381 620 A6 1785 4.6 = 14.3 95 58 ^ 



$380,500 V12 


Vanquish 


^.9 381^0 A6 j890 4.6 - 14.3 ^ 58 

DBS replacement is a stunner 


Coupe 

Volante 



0 Arguably the most beautiful modern Aston, still with tingly V12 and new eight-speed auto 
O Lardy kerb weight; hefty consumption; more a GT than genuine sports car 
The Pick: In white, thanks, with black wheels and a Ben Sherman Union Jack pillow 

$484,995 V12 5.9 421 620 A8 1739 4.1 - 14.4 95 58 R 

$521,995 V12 5.9 421 620 A8 1849 4.3 - 14.4 95 55 R 


How to use Views 


DOWNLOAD 

the free viewa 
app from the 
App Store or 
Google play 


HOLD 

your phone or tablet over 
the page that has the viewa 
logo and wait for your page 
to instantly load! 



Super sedan 


Gorgeous Aston ‘sedan’ makes its Porsche Panamera rival look overfed and frumpy 
^It may look sexy but getting any in its cramped rear quarters would be an achievement 
The Pick: Good luck securing one - only a handful are coming here and the queue is long 

$378,500 V12 5.9 411 “ 630 A8 1990 "4.9 ^ 14.9 95 59 R~ 


Audi 


3yr/unlimited 

www.audi.com.au 



0 Five-door practicality; cute styling; slick interior; ballsy S1 ; thrummy turbo three-pot 

IZl l.8 TFSI is more than $10K dearer than a Polo GTI with the same donk 

The Pick: A 1.0-litre turbo-triple manual is where it’s at, with charm, spirit and polish 

1.0TF5I 

$26,900 

L3T 

1.0 70 

160 

M5 

1060 11.1 - 

4.2 

95 

58 

F 

1.0TF5I 

$28,250 

L3T 

1.0 70 

160 

57 

1090 11.1 - 

4.4 

95 

58 08/15 

F 

1.4TF5l5port 

$27,750 

L4T 

1.4 92 

200 

M6 

1105 8.9 - 

5.1 

95 

59 

F 

1.4TF5l5port 

$30,100 

L4T 

1.4 92 

200 

57 

1140 8.9 - 

4.9 

95 

58 

F 

1.8 TF5I 5-Line 

$39,900 

L4T 

1.4 141 

250 

57 

1205 6.9 - 

5.6 

95 

72 

F 

51 quattro 

$49,990 

L4T 

1.8 170 

370 

M6 

1340 5.9 - 

7.1 

95 

59 '12/14 

A 


A3 Sportback 


Slick conservatism for aii-new A3 


1.6 TDI Attraction 


2.0 TDI Ambition 
1.8 TFSI Ambition 



[ 0 All-new platform means less weight, better handling, improved ride, stunning interior 

1 [j^Golf outshines A3 in a few cabin details, vet costs less: new stvlino is too Audi-oeneric 

The Pick: Definitely the spirited, sporty 1. 

8 TFSI in either FWD or quattro form 


$35,900 

L4T 

1.4 92 

200 

M6 

1225 

- 

- 

5.3 

95 

50 

F 

$35,900 

L4T 

1.4 92 

200 

S7 

1225 

9.3 

- 

4.9 

95 

50 

F 

$36,900 

L4TD 

1.6 81 

250 

S7 

1280 

10.7 

- 

3.9 

D 

50 

F 

) $38,500 

L4T 

1.4 110 

250 

S7 

1235 

8.2 

- 

4.7 

95 

50 

F 

$43,200 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

340 

S6 

1320 

8.3 

16.0 

4.4 

D 

52 08/13 

F 

$43,100 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

M6 

1280 

- 

- 

5.8 

95 

52 

F 

$43,100 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

57 

1280 

7.3 

- 

5.6 

95 

52 

F 

$46,100 

L4T 

1.8 132 

280 

56 

1380 

6.8 

- 

6.5 

95 

52 

A 

$61,100 

L4T 

2.0 210 

380 

M6 

1425 

5.4 

- 

7.0 

95 

60 

A 

$61,100 

L4T 

2.0 210 

380 

56 

1445 

5.0 

- 

6.9 

95 

60 

A 

$78,900 

L5T 

2.5 270 465 

57 

- 

4.3 

- 


95 


a'" 

$62,490 

L4TH 

1.4 150 

350 

56 

- 

7.6 

- 

1.6 

95 

49 

F 


VAG's premium MQB-piatform sedan 


1.8 TFSI Ambition 
2.0 TDI Ambition 
1.8 TFSI quattro 
S3 
S3 


0 All the highlights of the Sportback, plus a decent boot; platform and interior both shine 

1 SChopped rear styling restricts headroom; added expense over equivalent A3 Sportback 
• The Pick: 1 .8 TFSI is punchy and frugal, and available in front- or all-wheel drive 

D$40,100 

L4T 

1.4 110 

250 

S7 

1250 8.2 

- 

4.7 

95 53 

F 

$45,400 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

S7 

1295 7.3 

- 

5.6 

95 53 

F 

$45,500 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

320 

56 

1340 8.3 

- 

4.4 

D 53 

F 

$48,400 

L4T 

1.8 132 

280 

56 

1395 6.8 

- 

6.5 

95 54 

A 

$63,010 

L4T 

2.0 210 

380 

M6 

1430 5.4 

- 

7.0 

95 60 

A 

$63,010 

L4T 

2.0 210 

380 

56 

1460 4.8 

13.2 

6.9 

95 60 09/14 

A 


A3 Cabriolet 


Manscaped sun-seeker 



0 Sedan-based styling much more masculine; strong body; lovely finish; refinement 
[^Adults won't love the rear seat; Ikea fans may need a bigger boot; S3 feels heavy-footed 


= The Pick: The 1.8 TFSI front-driver delivers the best mix of grunt, gear, and value 


1.4 TF5I Attract' CoD $47,600 

L4T 

1.4 110 

250 57 

1380 8.9 

4.9 

95 

50 

F 

1.8 TF5I Ambition 

$52,200 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 57 

1430 7.8 - 

5.8 

95 

52 

F 

1.8 TF5I quattro 

$55,200 

L4T 

1.8 132 

280 56 

1540 7.6 - 

6.6 

95 

52 08/14 

A 

2.0 TDI Ambition 

$52,200 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

340 56 

1480 8.8 - 

4.7 

D 

52 08/14 

F 

53 

$70,110 

L4T 

2.0 210 

380 56 

1620 5.5 - 

7.1 

98 

60 01/15 

A 




0 Quattro- 

1 

only for 2.0-litre models. 

with lower entry price for new Ambition variants 



l><| S4 IS now much cheaper, but still needs $7K Sports diff to make it really handle 



The Pick: 2.0 TFSI manual, riding on 

the smallest wheels, or either S4 with a Sports diff 


1.8TF5I 

$55,500 

L4T 

1.8 125 

320 

C 

1470 

8.3 

- 

5.8 

95 

46 


F 

1.8TF5I Avant 

$58,500 

L4T 

1.8 125 

320 

C 

1530 

8.4 


6.0 

95 

45 


F 

2.0 TDI Amb. quattro $59,900 

L4TD 

2.0 130 

380 

57 

1595 

7.9 


5.3 

D 

45 


A 

2.0 TDI quattro 5 line$67,800 

L4TD 

2.0 130 

380 

57 

1595 

7.9 


5.3 

D 

47 


A 

2.0TF5I Ambqtr. 

$57,100 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 

M6 

1530 

5.9 


6.6 

95 

47 

09/10 

A 

2.0TF5I Ambqtr. 

$59,900 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 

57 

1570 

6.1 

14.3 

6.7 

95 

45 

12/14 

A 

2.0TF5I Am.qtr.Av. $62,900 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 


1610 

6.5 

- 

6.9 

95 

'45 


A 

2.0 TF5I 5-Line qtr. 

$65,000 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 

M6 

1530 

5.9 

- 

6.6 

95 

47 

09/10 

A 

2.0 TF5I 5-Line qtr. 

$67,800 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 

57 

1570 

6.4 

- 

6.7 

95 

45 


A 

2.0TF5I5-Ln.qtr. Av$70,800 

L4T 

2.0 165 

350 

57 

1610 

6.5 

- 

6.9 

95 

46 


A 

54 

$104,610 

V6S 

3.0 245 

440 

$7^ 

1705 

4.8 

13.0 

'83 

98 

51 

06/14 

^A 

54 Avant 

$108,110 

V6S 

3.0 245 

440 

57 

1750 

5.1 

- 

8.4 

98 

51 


A 

S54 Avant 

$151,010 

V8 

4.2 331 

430 

57 

1795 

4.7 

- 

10.7 

98 

46 


A 


Terrific drivetrain with even more torque and economy for 2015; finish; ride height 
[SSharply raked tail reduces luggage space; lacks the A6 Allroad's air suspension 
• The Pick: Urn, the A4 Allroad. Probably not in black. Be brave and choose a colour! 

$70,500 L4TD 2.0 140 400 S7 1730 7.8 ^ 5.6 D 47 07/15 A~ 

Four-door coupe with five seats 

IZI Liftback versatility, with still-great styling; slick cabin; slick engines; lusty and lively S5 


[x|Not the last word in steering feedback, or ride finesse, but getting there 
The Pick: Manual 2.0 TFSI quattro is a sleeper. Supercharged S5 is a stonker 


$67,810 


L4T 


1.8 125 320 C 1525 8.4 - 5.9 95 53 


$69,310 L4TD 2.0 130 380 C 1540 7.9 - 4.8 D 53 























NEW 


f New models I 
\ for the month / 
\ highlighted /. 


Showroom 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 

Resale Issue 
% tested 

Drive 

2.0 TDI quattro 

$75,910 

L4TD 

2.0 130 380 

S7 

1625 

7.9 

- 

5.3 

D 

57 

A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$75,010 

L4T 

2.0 165 350 

M6 

1570 

6.4 ' 


6.6 

95 

64 

A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$76,910 

_L4T_ 

2.0 165 350 

S7 

1615 

6.5 

- 

6.7 _ 

95 

64 

A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$93,910 

V6TD 

3.0 180'500 

'S7 

1695 

5.9 

- 

5.7 ' 

D 

’64’ 

’a 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$97,910 

V6S 

3.0 200 400 

S7 

1715 

6.0 

- 

8.1 

95 

64 

A 

S5 

$119,510 

V6S 

3.0 245 440 

S7 

1745 

5.1 


8.1 

98 

64 

A 


A5 Coupe 


Fresh face, still beautiful 


® Performance and economy from all engines; improved steering and suspension 
@ still not as entertaining as a 4 Series coupe, or as fluent as a C-Class coupe 

The Pick: Blown V6 at $100K, or the much-improved RS5, now a real contender 

1.8 TFSI 

$68,200 

L4T 

1.8 125 320 

C 

1455 

8.2 

5.8 95 53 


F 

2.0 TDI 

$69,700 

L4TD’ 

2.0 ' 130 380 

C 

1495 

7.8' 

- '4.7 D 53 


F 

2.0 TDI quattro 

$76,300 

L4TD 

2.0 130 380 

S7 

1575 

7.8 

5.3 D 57 


A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$_75,400 

L4T _ 

2.0 1^^350 

M6_ 

15JP 

6 ^ 

. 6.8 ,95 _ 64_ 


... A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$77,300 

’l4T 

’2.0’l65’^350 

' S7 ' 

1550 ' 

6.4 

/4.5 6.8 95 ” 64’ 

05/14 

’ ' A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$94,300 

V6TD 

3.0 180 500 

S7 

1640 

5.8 

5.7 D 64 


A 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$98,910 

V6S 

“O.O 200’400 

S7 

1650 ‘ 

' 5.8 ' 

8.1 ”95 ’ 64 ’ 


A ' 

S5 

$119,900 

V6S 

3.0 245 440 

S7 

1675 

4.9 

8.1 98 64 

08/12 

A 

RS5 

$157,510 

V8 

4.2 331 430 

S7 

1715 

4.5 

10.5 98 56 

10/12 

A 


A5 Cabriolet 


.. Soft top for smooth roads 



E] Usual A5 class and style, mixed with excellent drivetrains and high-quality roof 
Body lacks coupe’s rigidity and its suspension can deliver a choppy ride 
- The Pick: Base 1 .8 TFSI - the more powerful variants highlight its rigidity issues 


1.8 TFSI 

$80,700 

L4T 

1.8 

125 

320 

C 

1655 8.9 

- 

6.2 

95 

53 

F 

2.0 TDI 

$82,800 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

C 

1680 8.3 

- 

5.0 

D 

53 

F 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$90,500 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

S7 

1735 7.2 

- 

6.9 

95 

64 

A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$107,200 

V6TD 

3.0 

180 

500 

S7 

1845 6.3 


5.9 

D 

64 

_A 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$111,010 

V6S 

3.0 

200 

400 

S7 

1850 6.3 

- 

8.5 _ 

95 

64 

A 

S5 

$129,510 

V6S 

3.0 

245 

440 

S7 

1880 5.4 

- 

8.5 

98 

64 

A ^ 

RS5 

$177,510 

V8 

* 4.2 

331 

430 

S7 

1920 4.9 

- 

10.7 

98 

56 01/14 

' A ^ 


Great cabin presentation; strong and efficient engines; thrusty bi- 
IE) Base wagons deleted; steering still not its strong suit; front-driver 

turbo TDI, S6 and RS6 
is a dynamic dullard 


The Pick: Fiery RS6 is tempting but either of the quattro diesels fit the bil 

1 



1.8 TFSI 

$79,900 

L4T 1.8 

140 

320 S7 

1570 7.9 

5.7 

95 

43 

06/15 

F 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$99,900' 

'V6TD 3.0 

160 

500 ' S7 

1765' 6.6 

5.1 

D 

52 ■ 


A 

3.0 TDI Biturbo qttro $124,900 

V6TTD 3.0 

235 

650 A8 

1835 5.0 

6.1 

D 

_46_ 

06/15 


S6 

$169,510 

V8T 4.0 

331 

550 S7 

1895 4.4 

9.4 

95 

44 

06/15 

A 

RS6 Avant 

$229,110 

V8TT 4.0 

412 

700 A8 

1935 3.9 

9.6 

95 

53 

07/15 

' A 


^ A6 goodness, elevated 
0 Handsome; gorgeous cabin; lush ride quality; strong and silky turbo-diesel V6 
I IHJ Ride height blunts on-road dynamics; definitely not an off-roader; depreciation 
The Pick: Still expensive, despite price drop, but A6 Allroad is one of our favourite Audis 


3.0 TDI quattro 


$111,510 V6TD 


A7 Sportback 


160 500 S7 

1890 7.3 - 5.6 

D 44 

07/15 

A 


^ Mix of A6 and A8, plus panache 



1 El Adds hatchback versatility, AS-rivalling space and rakish rear styling over an A6 



IEIS7 is all about fast motorways, not tight mountain passes; sizeable premium 

over A6 



The Pick: Twin-turbo diesel delivers on torque and presence, and comes 

nicely loaded 


3.0 TDI quattro 

$115,400 V6TD 3.0 

160 500 S7 1825 

6.8 

5.2 

D 

47 ' 

LD 

0 

A 

3.0 TDI Biturbo qtro $144,900 V6TTD 3.0 

235 650 A8 1895 

5.2 

6.1 

D 

42 

06/15 

A 

SI 

$179,510 V8T 4.0 

331 '550 S7 1955 

' 4.6 

9.3 ‘ 

95 

51 ' 

06/15 

’ A 

RS7 

$241,610 V8TT 4.0 

412 700 A8 1920 

3.5 

9.5 

98 

49 

07/15 

A 


4.2 TDI quattro 

$249,510 

V8TTD 

4.1 

283 

850 

A8 

2040 4.7 

7.4 D 

45 

12/13 

A 

S8 

$280,610 

V8TT 

4.0 

382 

650 

A8 

1990 4.1 

9.6 98 

47 

12/13 

A 


TT 

■ 

TT take three, done better 





l?i Engine flexibility; sweet six-speed manual; quattro's all-paw traction ; that interior! 
G3 Limited engine range for start of third generation; steering light in basic mode 



• The Pick: The manual Sport is tempting but the traction and pace of the quattro wins out 

2.0TFSI Sport 

$71,950 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

M6 

1230 6.0 

5.9 95 

56 

04/15 

F 

2.0TFSI Sport 

$74,950 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

S6 

1260 5.9 

6.3 95 

56 


F 

2.0TFSI Sport q'ttro $77,950 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

S6 

1335 ' 5.3 ' 

- 6.4 " 95 

51 

04/15 

A 

2.0TFSI Sport q cab' $81,500 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

S6 

1410 5.3 

6.4 95 

51 


A 

2.0TFSIS-Line 

$78,450 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

M6 

1230 6.0 

5.9 95 

56 


F 

2.0TFSIS-Line 

$82,450 ’ 

’ L4T 

’2.0 

169 

'370 

S6 ' 

' 1260 ” 5.9 

' - ” 6.3 ' 95 

56 


’ F 

2.0TFSIS-Line q'ttro $85,450 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

S6 

1335 5.5 

13.8 6.4 95 

51 

06/15 

A 

2.0TFSIS-Lineqcab'$89,000 

L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

S6 

1410 5.3 

6.4 95 

51 


A 


Ageing R8 still a supermodel 



IZI Supremely driveable supercar that still looks a million bucks; brilliant dual-clutch ’box 
[K) Steering requires plenty of lock to turn in ; lacks 911’s feedback and Gallardo’s dartiness 
The Pick: The V10 Plus: lighter, louder and sharper, yet still liveable 

4.2 FSI quattro 

$279,110 

V8 

4.2 

316 430 

M6 

1560 4.6 - 

14.2 

98 53 

A 

4.2 FSI quattro 

$287,110 

V8 

4.2 

316 430 

S7 

1585 4.3 - 

12.4 

98 53 

A 

5.2 FSI quattro 

$366,5f0 

VI 0 

5.2 

386 530 

S7 

1645 '3.6 ' - 

13.1 

98 ’53 

A ' 

5.2 FSI Plus quattro 

$407,810 

VI 0 

5.2 

404 540 

S7 

1595 3.5 - 

12.9 

98 53 05/13 

A 




Less roof, more exhaust noise! 

0 Takes the R8’s supercar sex appeal to a whole new level 
[H Added 100kg and subtracted body rigidity affects dynamics (but only slightly) 
The Pick: Decisions, decisions (that we can’t afford to make). Hard to resist the V10 

4.2 316 430 


$308,010 V8 


M6 1660 4.8 


$315,510 V8 4.2 316 430 $7 1685 4.5 


14.4. 98 53 


12.6 98 53 


$395,410 V10 5.2 386 530 S7 1745 3.8 


13.3 98 53 


First in Q to challenge XI 


^ Excellent 2.0-litre fours; classy cabin; surprisingly agile dynamics; amusing base model 
[^AWD variants are significantly heavier; lumpy ride; small rear doors; compact boot 
The Pick: Probably the base llOkW 1.4 turbo-petrol with its new-generation donk 

$42,900 L4T 1.4 Tio"!^ $6 1405 ^ 5.9 95 55 F 


$47,900 L4TD 2.0 110 340 $7 1605 9.3 - 5.2 D 56 


1.4TFSI 

2.0 TDI quattro 

2.0 TFSI Sport q'ttro $52,300 L4T 2.0 132 320 S7 1540 7.6 - 6.7 95 56 

2.0 TDI Sport q'ttro $56,900 L4TD 2.0 135 380 S7 1625 7.9 - 5.4 D 56 

RSQ 3 

il -a- 


$81,510 L5T 


8.8 95 63 04/14 A 


2.0 TDI quattro 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

3.0 TFSI quattro 
3.0 TDI quattro 
305 


3.0 TDI quattro 


2.5 ^8 420 S7 j^5 5.^ 

Style utility vehicle 

Class and quality with SUV space and versatility; punchy sixes; a genuine all-rounder 
[?Dsteering feels artificial ; SOS’s ride is poor; 05 doesn’t like getting its skirts wet off-road 
The Pick: There’s a trend with Audis: cheapest, lightest 2.0-litre turbo petrol is the go 

$6 2,600 L4TD 2.0 130 380 S7 1770 9.6 17.1 6.1 D 63 08/15 A 

$63,210 L4t' . 2.0 165 350 A8 1755 7.4 15.4 7.9 95 63 04/12 A ^ 


$74,610 V6S 3.0 200 400 A8 1840 5.9 


8.5 95 63 


$75,710 V6TD 3.0 180 580 S7 1860 6.5 - 6.4 D 63 ^ 

$91,700 V6TTD 3.0 230 650 S7 1920 5.1 - 6.8 D 63 07/13 A 

Mothership QE7 finally seats seven 
Supple ride on optional air suspension; punchy and refined diesel; elegant interior 
I [^Storage up front is light-on; active safety still optional; single model range (for now) 

^ The Pick: The 3.0 TDI is a great engine, though we’d tick the box for air suspension 

$103,100 V6TD 3.0 200 600 A8 2060 6.5 - 5.9 D 63 10/15 ~a“ 


Refining first-class travel 

^ Still one of the most beautiful luxury-sedan interiors; S8's astonishing thrust 
I \E1 Brilliant new S-Class makes the A8/S8 feel dynamically uninvolving and a bit last-decade 
The Pick: Twin-turbo V8 diesel offers a seductive blend of quality, economy and grunt 

3.0 TDI quattro $194,610 V6TD 3.0 190 580 A8 1880 5.9 - 5.9 D 45 07/14 A 

3.0 TDI quattro LWB $206,510 V6TD 3.0 190 580 A8 1935 6.1 - 6.0 D 45 



Bentley 


3yr/unlimited 

www.bentleymotors.com 


1 Successfully fights 2.3-tonne heft with 700Nm of continent-shifting grunt 

1 [x] Suspension tries desperately hard to be dynamic, but it doesn’t quite win that one 

The Pick: Arguably the lighter, almost-as-swift V8 S over the monster W12 

$381,000 

V8TT 

4.0 373 

660 A8 

2320 

4.8 

10.5 98 63 02/13 A 

$405,600 

V8TT 

4.0 389 

680 A8 

2320 

' 4.5 

- ’10.6 98 63 A 

$408,870 

W12TT 

6.0 423 

700 A8 

2333 

4.6 

16.5 98 63 07/11 A 

$461,300 

W12TT 

6.0 467 

820 A8 

2320 

4.2 

14.5 98 64 09/14 A 


Continental GTC 


An open display of wealth 
^ Pedestrian plebs can see the gorgeous cabin ; top-down access to W12 decibels 
[Kl Doesn’t quite handle like a land yacht but the Continental does drink like a sailor 
The Pick: Less than half the cost of a Phantom Drophead? We’ll take two 

$419,100 ~V8TT ~ 4.0 373~660 ~A8~ 2485~5.0~ - ~10.9~ 98 62 A 

$446,000 V8TT 4.0 389 680 A8 2485 4.7 - 10.9 98 62 10/14 A 

$449,500 W12TT 6.0 423 700 A8 2505 4.7 - 14.9 98 63 07/12 A 

$507,400 W12TT 6.0 460 800 A8 2495 4.4 - 14.9 98 64 A 


El Exquisite interior; jaw-dropping style, complete with muscle-car hips; high-i 
[Kl All that heft ahead of the front axle line hampers its chances of being a driver 
The Pick: Doesn’t handle like a 7 Series can, but looks and feels a million buck: 

speed calm 
■’s car 

5 

$378,197 

V8TT 

4.0 

373 

660 A8 

2350 

5.2 - 10.9 98 

58 

A 

Mulliner $388,715 

V8TT 

4.0 

373 

660 A8 

2350 

5.2 - 10.9 98 

58 

A 

$423,160 

W12TT 

6.0 460 

800 A8 

2400 

4.6 - 14.7 98 

58 

07/13 A 

Mulliner $448,820 

W12TT 

6.0 460 

800 A8 

2400 

4.6 - 14.7 98 

59 

A 



Captain capitalism 


El Fuses contemporary tech with old-world craftsmanship; stonking twin-turbo V8 
[x] Ride on optional 21s not quite in keeping with ultra-luxe vibe; weight and consumption 
Pick: This new-age Arnage or a Rolls-Royce Ghost? We prefer the hipster Benters 

$662,857 V8TT 6.8 377 1020 A8 2711 ^3 ^ 16.9 98 54 07/10 ~ 


BMW 



3yr/unlimited 

www.bmw.com.au 


0 The last rear-drive hatch, and all the better for it; excellent engines and transmissions 
[x] Cabin quality and space can’t match Audi’s A3 ; barely a manual transmission to be seen 
The Pick: Punchy 1251 is a good match for a Golf GTI, however the M135i is a cracker 

$36,900 

L4T 

1.6 100 

220 

A8 

1320 8.7 - 

5.6 

95 59 

R 

$40,300 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

320 

A8 

1375 8.1 - 

3.8 

D 59 

R 

$4’l,’900 

L4T 

1.6 130 

250 ’ 

' A8 

1320 7.2 - 

5.7 

95 60 

R ' 

$48,900 

L4T 

2.0 160 

310 

A8 

1375 6.2 - 

6.5 

95 61 

R 

$62,510 

L6T 

3.0 240 

450 

A8 

1430 4.9 - 

7.5 

95 62 

R 
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BMW rediscovers its taients 


13 Body control a vast improvement over 1 Series coupe; punchy engines 

; great handling 

(El Too much equipment is optional 

-LSD, 

19s and big brakes aren't standard on M235i 


•The Pick: M235i howls a 

delicious straight-six wail, and has the grunt to match 


$51,000 L4T 

2.0 

135 270 

A8 

' 1365 

7.0 

6.0 

95 

63 06/14 

R 

$53,000 L4TD 

2.0 

135 380 

A8 

1390 

7.1 

4.4 

D 

64 

R 

$64,400 L4T 

2.0 

180 350 

A8 

1405 

5.7 

6.3 

95 

64 

R 

$79,540 L6T 

3.0 

240 450 

A8 

1470 

5.0 

13.1 7.6 

95 

64 07/14 

R 


S Loads prettier than the 1 Series convertibie it repiaces; superb drivetrains; siick roof 
OYou'ii never find one with a manuai gearbox; M235i's stiff ride; sizeabie weight gain 
‘ The Pick: in this guise, it's aii about seifie sticks and top-down shots so grab the 228i 


$54,900 L4T 

2.0 135 270 A8 1530 7.6 - 

6.4 

95 

63 

R 

$68,900 L4T 

2.0 180 350 A8 1555 6.0 - 

6.6 

95 

64 

R 

$85,410 L6T 

3.0 240 450 A8 1620 5.0 - 

7.9 

95 

64 

R 

J Mini in a muumuu 

13 One of the more athletic front-drive hatches on sale; BMW cabin quality, fit and finish 

1 [HI Late-to-the party B-Class rival doesn't feel like a BMW; packaging feels compromised 
• The Pick: Turbo-diesel makes the most sense, but we're yet to sample the three-pot petrol 

$44,400 L3T 

1.5 100 220 A6 1360 9.2 

5.2 

95 

58 

F 

$47,800 L4TD 

2.0 110 330 A8 1410 8.9 

4.2 

D 

58 10/14 

F 

$54,900 L4T 

2.0 170 350 A8 1430 6.6 

6.1 

95 

59 10/14 

F 


COTY-winning eiectric wunderkind 
Stunning design ; instant torque deiivers grunty performance; our reigning COTY winner 
[SI Oniy seats four, with a simiiariy compact boot; road noise; entry price 
The Pick: Whiie going fuii EV is commendabie, the Range Extender is worth the extra coin 



125 250 A1 1195 7.2 53 09/13 

125 250 A1 1^ ^7.9 ' 0.6 ’ 95 ' 53 01/15 

Now you can have your 3 with a triple 
^ 2015 update brings new engines with outstanding efficiency and performance 
[El Optionai ‘Variabie Sport’ steering adds cost and confusion, without dynamic gain 
The Pick: 330i deiivers a fine performance/vaiue biend, but 340i brings proper thriiis 


318i 

$54,900 

L3T 

1.5 100 220 

A6 


9.1 - 

5.4 

95 


R 

320i 

$61,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 270 

A8 


7.3 - 

5.8 

95 


R 

320i Touring 

$65,300 

L4T 

2.0 135 270 

A8 


7.5 - 

5.8 

95 


R 

320d 

$63,800 

L4TD 

2.0 140 400 

A8 


7.2 - 

4.4 

D 


R 

330i 

$69,900 

L4T 

2.0 185 350 

A8 


5.8 - 


95 


R 

330i Touring 

$73,300 

L4T 

2.0 185 350 

A8 


5.8 - 


95 


R 

340i 

$89,900 

L6T 

3.0^240 450 

A8 


5.1 - 

6.8 

96 


R 

ActiveHybrid 3 

$ 100 , 200 " 

L6TH 

3.0 225 400 

A8 

1655 

5.3 - 

5.9 

95 

60 

R 

M3 

$139,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 550 

M6 

1520 

4.3 - 

8.8 

98 

54 

R 

M3 

$139,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 550 

S7 

1560 

4.1 - 

8.3 

98 

54 08/14 

R 



Mmmm 


IT’S all about saving some coin 
with a repositioned M range. 
BMW Australia has wound 
back prices on the M3 and M4 
by upwards of $15,000, with 
the former now $139,900. 

And now BMW has taken 
the knife to the M5 line-up 
with a trio of limited-edition 
M5 models that come with the 
423kW Competition pack for 
the 4.4-litre twin-turbo V8. 


Better still is the new Pure, 
albeit with less equipment, 
that drops the price of M5 
entry from $229,000 to 
$185,000. Those wanting more 
kit - including a 16-speaker 
Bang & Olufsen sound system 
and nicer trim throughout - 
can opt for the Nighthawk or 
White Shadow packs, each 
more expensive than the 
previous single-model M5. 


3 becomes 4 

[Zl Wide stance and adaptive dampers make 4 Series a proper driver's car - especiaiiy M4! 
[E] Eiectric steering doesn’t feel fluent in Sport mode; styling has lost some elegance 
The Pick: The excellent 428i is the sweet spot, but the firecracker M4 is dynamic genius 


420i 

420d 

428i 

435i 

M4 

M4 



420i 

420d 

428i 

435i 


$69,500 

L4T 

2.0 135 

270 

A8 

1465 7.3 

- 6.3 

95 

57 


R 

$72,300 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

A8 

1465 7.3 

4.6 

D 

57 


R 

$80,500 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1470 5.8 

14.1 6.4 

95 

57 

05/14 

R 

$108,140 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1525 5.1 

7.4 

95 

64 

09/13 

R 

$149,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 

550 

M6 

1497 4.3 

8.8 

98 

57 

11/14 

R 

$149,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 

550 

S7 

1537 5.0 

13.0 8.3 

98 

57 

09/14 

R 

t i filH iH 1 -I -Yet another niche oluaaed 

0 Liftback practicality; slick drivetrains; frameless doors; Audi A5-smashing dynamics 
[ElNeither coupe-ish enough to be cool, or elegant enough to be beautiful 

The Pick: At just $500 more than the two-door, a 428i Gran Coupe kinda makes sense... 

$70,000 

L4T 

2.0 135 

270 

A8 

1480 7.6 

6.1 

95 

59 


R 

$72,300 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

A8 

1510 7.5 

4.6 

D 

60 


R 

$81,000 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1580 6.0 

6.4 

95 

60 

08/14 

R 

$108,140 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1575 5.2 

7.6 

95 

59 

08/14 

R 


Inherits coupe's dynamism 


f ■* 

^ [;£] Elegant rear deck enhances styling; as quiet as the coupe; velvety petrol drivetrains 
m [^Much heavier than the coupe, to the detriment of performance; small rear seat 

» The Pick: 428i has everything most people could ever need, except for the 435i's six-pot 

420d 

$89,300 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

A8 

1690 8.2 

4.8 

D 

57 

R 

428i 

$98,000 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1700 6.4 

6.7 

95 

57 

R 

435i 

$126,240 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1750 5.5 

7.7 

95 

64 03/14 

R 

M4 Convertible 

$161,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 

550 

M6 

1750 4.6 - 

9.1 

98 

57 

R 

M4 Convertible 

$161,900 

L6TT 

3.0 317 

550 

S7 

1790 4.4 - 

8.7 

98 

57 11/14 

R 



320i 

320d 

328i 


3 Series GT 


The 3 crosses over 
0 Riding on a 3 Series platform, but with a higher driving position and a stack more space 
[x}it’s not what you’d call classically good looking, though at least it isn’t an SUV 
The Pick: The top-spec 328i - it’s much jaster, yet barely any thirstier than the 3201 

‘ 7.9 ' - 6.2 95 ' ' 


$67,000 L4T 2.0 135 270 A8~ 


60 


$69,300 L4TD 2.0 135 380 A8 


7.9 


4.9 D 60 


$75,900 L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 


6.1 - 6.5 95 59 09/13 R 


Now with added maturity 



PI Looks good in the metal; folding hard-top offers security; keen standard chassis 
[E}A Boxster is comprehensively better than the top models, which are heavy and ride firmly 


‘ The Pick: Base turbo petrol with small wheels - the most pure and best-value Z4 


sDrive20i 

$79,900 L4T 

2.0 135 

270 A8 

1395 6.9 - 6.8 95 

55 

R 

sDrive28i 

$89,900 L4T 

2.0 180 

350 A8 

1400 5.5 - 6.8 95 

55 02/12 

R 

sDrive35i 

$118,685 L6TT 

3.0 250 

450 S7 

1525 5.4 13.6 9.0 95 

64 10/12 

R 



Not the leader it once was 


1 Excellent drivetrains; nicely finished cabin; MS’s borderline-scary performance 

I [ElStandard suspension offers a startling lack of composure; MS too heavy and uninvolving 
The Pick: S28i a slick all-rounder; SSOi is a jet, but not worth the extra over S3Si/S3Sd 

$79,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 

270 

A8 

1610 

8.0 

- 

6.7 

95 

47 

R 

$82,400 

L4TD 

2.0 140 

400 

A8 

1625 

8.1 

- 

5.2 

D 

52 

R 

$90,900 

L4TD 

2.0 140 

400 

A8 

1715 

8.3 

- 

5.3 

D 

52 

R 

$97,400 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1620 

7.3 

15.4 

6.5 

95 

47 08/12 

R 

$116,540 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1700 

6.1 

14.3 

7.6 

95 

52 08/10 

R 

$122,540 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1770 

5-9 

- 

7.9 

98 

52 

R 

$120,400 

L6TH 

3.0 210 

450 

A8 

1925 

5.9 

- 

6.4 

98 

52 11/12 

R 

$121,900 

L6TTD 

3.0 230 

630 

A8 

1725 

5.5 

- 

6.1_ 

D 

52 05/11 

R 

$159,900 

V8TT 

4.4 330 

650 

A8 

T830 

4.6 

- 

- 

95 

52 ' 

' R 

$185,000 

V8TT 

4.4 412 

680 

S7 

1870 

4.3 

- 

- 

95 


R 


5 Series GT 


Badged 5, based on 7 
17] Typically outstanding BMW drivetrains; spacious, flexible and comfortable interior 


^Love it or hate it styling; feels big and cumbersome around town 
The Pick: 5351 offers Club Class rear legroom for $1Kover sedan, but doesn’t drive as well 


520d 

530d 

535i 


$93,900 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

A8 

1875 

8.9 - 

5.3 

D 

52 

R 

$108,900 

L6TD 

3.0 190 

560 

A8 

1940 

6.2 - 

5.8 

D 

52 

R 

$117,540 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1940 

6.3 - 

8.2 

95 

52 

R 



640i 

650i 


6 Series Coupe 


Swings with drivers 
0 640i boasts one of the world’s greatest six-cylinder engines; improved styling 
[x] Not a car for driving enthusiasts, but the bigger boot will fit more drivers 
The Pick: Turbo-six is so good it renders the twin-turbo V8 almost irrelevant 

$177,900 L6T 3.0 235 450 A8 1685 5.3 = 7.4 95 49 

$231,900 V8TT 4.4 330 650 A8 1795 4.6 - 8.6 95 49 


M6 


$292,600 V8TT 4.4 441 700 S7 1850 3.9 - 

9.9 98 50 

R 



Six in drop-top form 


m 



[3 Shark-nosed presence, plush cabin, and superb engines to blow your toupee off 
[x] Dull dynamics will disappoint drivers; zero rear legroom will disappoint passengers 
The Pick: More noise in upgraded V8, but peachy six now the default pick 


640i 


$193,900 L6T 3.0 235 450 A8 1820 5.5 - 

7.6 98 49 

~ 

650i 


$247,900 V8TT 4.4 330 650 A8 1930 4.6 - 

8.9 98 49 

R 

M6 


$308,600 V8TT 4.4 441 700 S7 1980 4.0 - 

10.3 95 48 

R 



640i 

640d 


17] Sexier than a 5 Series; better to drive than a 7 Series; can fit five (at a pinch) 

[x] Still not as dynamic as a BMW should be; poorly packaged rear seat 
- The Pick: The six is lovely, but huge premium over a 535i makes it questionable value 

$184,900 L6T 3.0 235 450 A8 1750 5.4 - 7.5 98 49 R 

$184,900 L6TTD 3.0 230 630 A8 1810 5.4 - 5.4 D 49 R 
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Showroom 




Eng 

Eng 

Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale Issue 



Price 

type 

size Power Torgue 

Trans, weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% tested 

Drive 

650i 

$238,900 

V8TT 

4.4 330 650 

A8 1865 

4.6 

8.6 

98 

49 

R 

M6 

$299,600 

V8TT 

4.4 412 680 

A8 1875 

4.0 

9.9 

98 

46 

R 



Close, but no Presidential cigar 


730d 

740i 

740Li 

750i 

750Li 

760Li 

ActiveHybrid 7 
ActiveHybrid7L 



1 0 Economy of 730d; awesome V12, palatial cabin and pneumatic suspension of 760Li 

1 IHt Dynamics not for drivers; resale scary for owners; ride too inconsistent for passengers 
• The Pick: Too lacking in character to covet, but the 750i with every dynamic option works 

$206,200 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 

560 

A6 

1840 

6.1 - 

5.6 

D 

38 02/10 

R 

$211,885 

L6TT 

3.0 

235 

450 

A6 

1825 

5.7 - 

7.9 

95 

38 

R 

$226,875 

L6TT 

3.0 

235 

450 

A6 

1845 

5.7 - 

7.9 

95 

41 

R 

$282,540 

V8TT 

4.4 

330 650 

A6 

1945 

5.2 - 

8.6 

95 

38 

R 

$299,240 

V8TT 

4.4 

300 600 

A6 

1960 

5.3 - 

8.6 

95 

41 

R 

$390,785 

V12TT 

6.0 

400 750 

A8 

2175 

4.6 - 

13.4 

95 

41 

R 

$223,100 

L6TT 

3.0 

235 450 

A8 

1970 

5.7 - 

6.8 

95 

38 

R 

$238,100 

L6TT 

3.0 

235 450 

A8 

1995 

5.7 - 

6.8 

95 

38 

R 


Hybrid performance hero 
0 Head-turning styling; scissor doors; throaty three-cyiinder sound; potent performance 
IHt Twice the price of an i\/l4; undignified entry and egress; purists wiii shit-can the three-pot 
The Pick: if you're in iT, is there any other choice? 

$29 9,000 L3T H 1.5 266 ^7^ A6 14^ 4.4 - 2.1 9_5 36 11/14 A 

Favours driving over packaging 

1^ Brilliant steering and handiing ; car-iike driving position ; great for peopie without kids 
ISIToo smaii for famiiies; average ride comfort; gutsy 23d no longer availble 
The Pick: Excellent N20 turbo-petrol fours, especially the rapid xDrive28i 


$46,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

105 

320 A8 

1495 9.9 

5.0 

D 

56 

R 

$48,300 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

270 A8 

1510 7.7 

6.7 

95 

56 

R 

$56,900 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 

380 A8 

1575 8.1 

5.5 

D 

56 

A 

$59,900 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 A8 

1595 6.5 

7.3 

95 

57 06/11 

A 

□(3 

M Exorcises the sins of the original 




0 Superb optional vario-ratio steering and sharp dynamics; 28i and 30d are fast, yet thrifty 
[ IS Styling as bland as the standard cabin is basic; milkshake ride with standard dampers 
• The Pick: The 30d torque-monster. Qr, more likely, a Discovery Sport or Audi Q5 

$61,100 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

270 A8 

1720 8.5 

16.2 7.5 

95 

61 08/15 

A 

$64,700 

L4TD 

2.0 

140 

400 A8 

1725 8.1 

5.2 

D 

61 

A 

$73,010 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 A8 

1740 6.7 

7.5 

95 

61 

A 

$77,700 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 

560 A8 

1800 6.2 

6.0 

D 

61 

A 


X6's prettier baby sister 



Hh 0 Less bulk than gross X6 makes X4 a more socially acceptable coupe-SUV thingy 
||^ 0 Deserves the 180kW turbo-four; cheaper X3 more practical; 4 Series coupe is sexiei 

r 


• The Pick: Probably the 30d, seeing it weighs the same as the 35i but 

is much more frugal 

xDrive20i 

$69,900 L4T 

2.0 

135 270 A8 1735 8.1 - 

7.2 

95 

65 

A 

xDrive20d 

$73,700 L4TD 

2.0 

140 400 A8 1745 8.0 - 

5.2 

D 

65 ' “ ' 

A 

xDrive30d 

$84,200 L6TD 

3.0 

190 560 S8 1820 5.8 - 

5.9 

D 

65 

A 

xDrive35i 

$87,900 L6T 

3.0 

225 400 S8 1815 5.5 - 

8.3 

95 

64 09/14 

A 



Mum's SUV goes large 
Huge cabin with room for seven; excellent drivetrains and handling; mega M50d 
El Clearly styled for Americans; dead steering; third row seats unconvincing; feels heavy 
The Pick: That’ll be the xDrive30d with its smoother, punchier, more economical diesel six 


sDrive25d 
xDrive 25d 
xDrive 30d 
xDrive 35i 
xDrive 40d 
xDrive 50i 
M50d 
M 




$84,200 

L4TD 

2.0 

0 ^ 

00 

0 

’A8 

1995 8.2 ' 

- 

5.8 

D 

61 

06/14 

^R 

$89,200 

’L4TD 

2.0 

168 450 

A8 

' 2040' 8.2 ' 

- 

6 

d' 

61 


A 

$100,900 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 560 

J.8 

2070 6.5 

14.7 

6.2 

D 

61 

01/15 

A 

$107,510 

L6T 

3.0 

225 400 

A8 ' 

2030 6.5 

- 

8.5 ' 

95 

'61 


' A 

$115,900 

L6TD 

3.0 

230 630 

A8 

2110 5.9 

~ 

6.2 

D 

61 


A 

$134,510 

V8TT 

4.4 

330 650 

A8 

2175 5.0 


10.5 

95 

56 


A 

$148,400 

L6TTTD3.0 

280 740 

A8 

2190 5.3 

- 

6.7 

D 

56 


A 

$185,510 

V8TT 

4.4 

423 750 

A8 

2275 4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 

56 

06/15 

A 


■ 

Decently executed, shame about the idea 


0 Staggering on-road ability; muscular engines; slightly less repulsive than the old on 
IS[ Big, heavy and dubious in concept; agitated ride of M50d; hideous steering 

The Pick: If you really have to, the beaut-sounding 50i with an M Performance bodykit 

e 

$115,400 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 560 

A8 

2065 6.7 

- 

6.0 

D 

61 


$120,310 

L6T 

3.0 

225 400 

A8 

6.4 

- 

8.6 

95 

63 

A 

$128,400 

L6TD 

3.0 

230 630 

A8 

5.8 

- 

6.3 

D 

63 

A 

$151,210 

V8TT 

4.4 

330 650 

A8 

2170 4.8 

- 

9.7 

98 

56 

A 

$157,900 

L6TTTD 

3.0 

280 740 

A8 

2185 5.2 

- 

6.6 

D 

56 

A 

$194,310 

V8TT 

4.4 

423 750 

A8 

2265 4.2 


11.1 

95 

56 

06/15 

A 


Caterham 


2yr/5 0,0 00km 
www.caterhamcars.com.au 


The thrill of simplicity 


Ridiculously fast and fun; unassisted steering a joy at speed; smokes GT3s at track days 
Quality and reliability doubts; unforgiving ride; no ABS; heavy steering; tight cabin 
The Pick: CSR175 is Oz’s quickest new ’car’ under $100K. If it’s not raining, that is 

$68,990 [4 1.6 100 160 M5 590 - 


6.2 95 56 


$91,990 14 2.0 127 177 M6 625 5.0 - 7.7 95 64 07/15 R 

$116,990 L4 2.0 127 206 M6 600 3.9 - 7.7 95 64 R 



Chery 


3yr/100,000km 

www.cherymotors.com.au 


Not a guality choice 


0 A surprisingly decent-looking small hatch for light-hatch money; six airbags standai 
[^Frankly, the J3 is not cheap enough given its poor build quality and thirsty engine 
The Pick: None. A Honda Jazz is roomier, identically priced and leagues better 

■d 

$14,990* L4 1.6 93 160 M5 

1350 

8.3 91 

40 

F 

$16,990* L4 1.6 93 160 C 

1350 

8.7 91 

46 

F 



Mid-sized SUV for small-hatch money 
0 Metal for money equation; drive-away pricing; looks a bit like an old Toyota RAV4 
\E\ Looks a bit like an old Toyota RAV4; performs like 4WDs from 20 years ago 
o The Pick: Bzzzt, again. Smart money buys a second-hand Subaru Forester or Outback 

$19,990* L4 1.6 93 160 M5 1343 - - 7.4 91 34 

$21,990* L4 1.6 93 160 C 1375 - - 8.6 91 36 



Chrysler 


3yr/100.000km 

www.chrysler.com.au 




c 

C Luxury 
SRT Core 
SRT 


Bold Yank with extra bling 

IZI Styling presence; tight chassis; slick instruments; cranking sound system; SRT's grunt 
IS] Firm ride on 20s without adaptive dampers; interior not cohesive; 300C deserves a V8 
The Pick: Costly as it is, the range-topping SRT with adaptive dampers is the best 300 

$49,000 V6 3.6 210 340 A8 1838 - ^ 9.4 91 40 F” 


2.8 CRD LX 
2.8 CRD Limited 




$54,000 

V6 

3.6 210 

340 

A8 

1862 

- 

9.7 91 

40 

R 

$59,000 

V8 

6.4 350 

637 

A8 

'l946 

- 

13.0 98 

40 

R 

$69,000 

V8 

6.4 350 

637 

A8 

1965 

- 

13.0 98 

44 

R 

1 Grand Voyagei 

1 A big box that moves ■ 




, 0 All you’ll probably ever want in an MPV: seven-seat space, practical features and torque 
■ ^Average dynamics; bland image; sluggish performance; doesn’t feel like $58-78K worth 
The Pick: Fake your disappearance before surfacing in Spain as a farmhand called Pancho 

$57,500 

L4TD 

2.8 120 

360 

A6 

2100 

12.8 - 

8.4 D 

51 

F 

$77,500 

L4TD 

2.8 120 

360 

A6 

2100 

12.8 - 

8.4 D 

54 

F 



6yr/unlimited 

www.citroen.com.au 


Citroen finds form 


DSport 



@ Brilliantly anti-retro styling; peppy turbo four; excellent handling; impressive ride quality 
151 Recent price rise, although it does get more gear; road noise; 1.2 turbo auto not here yet 
- The Pick: DSport is the only choice, but why not a hot DS3 with the Pug 208 GTI’s engine? 

$33,990 L4T 1 .6 121 240 M6 1140 7.5 - 5.6 95 50 06/15 F 

Rooflessly French | 


DS3 Cabriolet 


0 Fold-back roof retains the DS3’s cool lines and retracts at up to 120km/h 
IS] When folded back the roof blocks the driver’s rear vision 
The Pick: Unless you’re utterly obsessed with seeing sky, stick with the DSport hatch 

$36,590 [^T 1.6 12r 240 M6 ^ ^ 5.6 95 51 06/15 F 


French vanilla 


1^ Perky three-pot turbo; elegant and well-equipped interior; decent ride and handling 
IS No manual gearbox; bland hatchback shape; we'd prefer a Pug 308 or Golf for this money 
The Pick: Freshened C4 is appealing, particularly the prissy Exclusive, but a 308 is better 

$29,990 L3T 1.2 96 230 A6 1240 10.9 - 4.9 95 42 F 


$33,990 L3T 


1.2 96 230 A6 1240 10.9 ^ 

Raised to be a hot-hatch 


5.1 95 42 10/15 F 


I 


GS Lifts C4’s presence and ride height; turbo-petrol fours are strong engines 
^Steering and handling aren’t to DS3 (or Golf) standards; awaiting a much-needed facelift 
The Pick: The DSport. Or for the sensible, a VW Golf GTI 


$34,990 

L4T 

1.6 120 

240 A6 

1284 8.6 - 7.7 95 

52 

F 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 A6 

1300 12.4 17.8 5.7 D 

52 

F 

$37,490 

L4T 

1.6 120 

240 A6 

7.7 95 

52 

F 

$39,490 

L4T 

1.6 147 

275 M6 

1316 8.5 15.8 6.4 95 

52 10/12 

F 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 A6 

5.7 D 

52 

F 

rIC5 

1 Not as impressive as it looks 

1 0 Looks terrific; stylish cabin; superb wafting comfort on smooth roads 

1 EH Doesn’t cope well with sharp-edged imperfections at low speed; odd electric steering 

The Pick: Cheaper pricing means C5 now rivals top-spec Japanese mid-sizers 

$46,690 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 A6 

1658 10.0 - 7.1 D 

46 

F 

n $48,690 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 A6 

1695 10.2 - 7.1 D 

46 

F 



Eccentricity returns! I 

El Looks fantastic in the metal; high-quality cabin with rich leather and cool instruments 
IS Coupe-hatch styling affects rear headroom, and boot space isn’t great either 
The Pick: We'd wait until the DS-branded version arrives next year 
$51,990 L4TD 2.0 120 340 A6 - ^ ^ 63 5 47 

Part hatch, part SUV, MPV genes I 

Quirky style; functional and elegant interior; impressive fuel efficiency; fine dynamics 
(S Fairly pricey for what is effectively a spacious hatchback; will people get it? 

The Pick: See below if you want a kid carrier, though this five-seater has Tardis-like room 
$40,990 [?f 1.6 121 240 A6 1310 9.3 ^ 5.6 95 59 04/15 F 
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CITROEN - HOLDEN 







Grand C4 Picasstf 


Pregnant supermodel 
[Zi Head-turning style; space-age cabin; cracker diesel; sharp dynamics; six-year warranty 
O Essentially a five-plus two - back row only for adults under 180cm; seven-up boot space 
~ The Pick: This stunning new-generation Citroen MPV over any of the turgid alternatives 

$44,990 L4TD 2.0 110 370 A6 1440 9.6 16.9 4.5 D 50 07/15 F 


Dodge 


3yr/100, 000km 
WWW. do dge .com.au 


Journey 


Cross-bred MPV/SUV 
0 Cabin offers seven seats, lots of clever storage; punchy, throaty new Pentastar V6 
[S] Poor quality of cabin plastics and finish ; non-existent dynamics 


SXT 

$33,500 

V6 

3.6 206 342 

^A6 ' 

' 1942 - 

10 . 4 ' 

91 

52 ‘ 

F 

R/T 

$37,500 

V6 

~^3.6 206 342 

A6 

1942 - 

10.4 

91 

56 

F 



Ferrari 



Speciale 



Speciale Aperta $635,000 V8 



4.5 445 540 S7 1445 3.0 

All-four for all seasons 


11.8 98 61 02/15 R 


0 612 replacement offers a superb combination of speed, balance and comfort 
SI A face only a Hyundai designer could love; tail-out heroics toned down 
The Pick: Drivers will pick this smaller four-seat GT over a same-price Mulsanne or Ghost 
$625,000 V12 6.3 486 683 SI 1880 3.7 = 15.4 95 53 06/11 A 

It's Robbo's favourite car __ 

0 New-age Ferrari flagship integrates tech and old-school emotion, with free servicing! 

^ We’re being picky but the steering wheel is too fussy; Ferrari isn’t doing long-term loans 

• The Pick: F12 trounced Lamborghini’s Aventador in our exclusive compare 

$690,745 V12 6.3 545 690 S7 1630 3.1 = 14.9 95 45 12/14 ^ 



Fiat 


3yr/100,000km 

www.fiat.com.au 


Evergreen 500 still a cutey 



■ L^l Updated with new TFT screen; all non-Abarth prices are drive-away; S model’s verve 
Awkward driving position; ‘Dualogic’ robotised ’box is appalling, cabin lacks storage 
The Pick: Feisty 500 S six-speed manual for its combination of sports and comfort 


Pop 

$17,000* 

L4 

1.2 51 

102 

M5 

905 

14.1 

19.2 5.1 

95 

58 06/15 

F 

Pop 

$18,500* 

L4 

1.2 51 

'102 

S5 

940 

12.9 

5.0 

95 

54 

F 

S 

$20,000* 

L4 

1.4 74 

131 

M6 

970 

10.5 

6.1 

95 

54 10/14 

F 

S 

$21,500* 

L4 

1.4 74 

131 

S5 

980 

10.5 

5.8 

95 

56 

F 

Lounge 

$23,000* 

L2T 

0.9 63 

145 

S5 

980 

11.0 

3.9 

98 

58 

F 

Abarth Turismo 

$34,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 

230 

M5 

1035 

7.4 

5.4 

98 

50 

F 

Abarth Turismo 

$34,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 

'230 

S5 

1070 

7.6 

5.3 

98 

48 

F 

Abarth Competizione$37,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 

230 

M5 

1035 

7.4 

5.4 

98 

50 10/14 

F 

Abarth Competizione$39,500 

L4T 

1.4 118 

230 

S5 

1070 

7.6 

5.3 

98 

61 

F 



The lid peels off this one 


1 0 Essentially a 500 with a massive (easy to use) sunroof, but well-priced for a cabriolet 

1 Paying nearly $4000 to put the 500’s roof down, and the body flex when you do 

The Pick: The new Sport model, which is now cheaper than the base Cabrio used to be 

$21,000 

L4 

1.2 51 

102 

S6 945 

12.9 - 

5.0 

95 54 

F 

$24,000 

L4 

1.4 74 

131 

S5 1010 

10.5 - 

5.8 

95 54 

F 

$25,500 

L2T 

0.9 63 

145 

S5 970 

11.0 - 

3.9 

98 56 

F 

$39,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 

230 

M5 1085 

7.4 - 

5.4 

98 50 

F 

$41,000 

L4T 

1.4 118 

230 

S5 1085 

7.6 - 

5.3 

98 61 

F 


An Italian favourite , 

0 Interesting and individual design; fun to drive; perky 1.2 Fire and charming 1.3 diesel 
n^Too expensive for what it is; choppy ride; frustrating Dualogic gearbox; Twin Air’s vibes 
The Pick: At $16,500 driveaway, the base Pop has its appeal. But we like the Trekking too 


$16,500 L4 


1.2 51 102 M5 950 14.2 


5.2 91 55 


$19,000 L2T 0.9 63 145 M5 985 11.2 


4.2 95 54 12/13 


$20,500 L2T 0.9 63 145 S5 985 

140 wheelsmag.com.au 


4.1 95 54 


Lounge 

Trekking 


Pop 

Pop 

Easy 

Lounge 


3yr/unlimited 
WWW. ferr ariworld. com 


Jurbo charger 
0 More exciting, more engaging, more Ferrari ; first Ferrari turbo is a ripper 
(SI Roofless cruising carries a weight penalty; not as sharp as other Ferraris 

The Pick: On e mod el fit^all, now deNvers what a Ferrar i GT should 

$409,888 V8T 3.9 415 755 ~S7 * 1730 3.6 - 13.1 98 66 08/14 R 

A technological masterpiece 
j 0 Epic noise and dynamics set the current-day supercar standard 
IZI Purists will lament the absence of an open-gate manual ; McLaren 650S ultimately quicker 
- The Pick: Toss a coin between this and a McLaren. Heads buys the Ferrari 
$526,950 V8 4.5'425 540 $7 1525 3.4 - 13.3 98 ' 60 T2/11 R 

$550,000 V8 4.5 445 540 S7 1395 3.0 - 11.8 98 60 R 

Italia with a shaved scalp 

0 Less tin on top allows more Italian horses into the cabin 

(El Gouge-tastic cost of equipment that should be standard, like the $7K reversing camera! 

• The Pick: Spider is insanely good, but there’s even greater driving purity in the stiffer Italia 

$590,000 V8 4.5 419 540 $7 1430 3.4 - 11.8 98 61 R 


Ambiente hatch 
Ambiente hatch 
Ambiente sedan 
Ambiente sedan 
Trend hatch 
Trend hatch 
Trend TDCi hatch 
Trend sedan 
Trend TDCi sedan 
Sport hatch 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 

weight km/h metres 

Fuei 

cons. 

RON 

Resaie issue 
% tested 

Drive 

$22,500 

L2T 

0.9 ^ 145 


990 11.5 - 

4,1 

95 ' 

"sT* 

Hi 

$24,000 

L4TD 

1.3 55 190 

M5 

1040 13.2 - 

4.2 

D 

54 

F 

T Punto 


Old, but has its charm 





j 0 Comfortable, roomy, torquey, economical, customisable; Pop manual is a fine city car 

1 0Crappo Dualogic ’box; base Pop gets old Punto dash; where’s the 99kW 1.4 Multiair? 

The Pick: Pop manual is a likeable, old-school, pizza-delivery kind of city runabout 

$15,900 

L4 

1.4 57 115 

M5 

1024 13.2 - 

5.7 

91 

49 12/13 

F 

$17,400 

L4 

1.4 57 115 

S5 

1039 13.2 - 

5.4 

91 

47 

F 

$19,300 

L4 

1.4 57 115 

$5 

1050 13.2 - 

5.4 

91_ 

47 

F 

$21,800 

L4 

1.4 57 115 

S5 

1050 13.2 - 

5.4 

91 

45 

F 



.Fiat's first SUV (sort of...) 



0 Chrysler know-how means parent company Fiat gets to have its own MPV/SUV 
^ [x] Brilliant value, but needs to be considering its Dodge Journey DNA 

The Pick: The base model version with its standard features is great value for money 

$28,000 

L4 

2.4 125 

220 

A6 

"1874 

- 

9.8 

91 

51 

F 

$30,000 

L4 

2.4 125 

220 

A6 

1874 

- 

9.8 

91 

54 

F 

$33,000 

L4 

2.4 125 

220 

A6 

1874 

- 

9.8 

91 

56 

F 

$33,000 

L4TD 

2.0 125' 

350 

M6 

1874 

11.0 - 

6.3 

D 

55 

F 

$37,500 

V6 

3.6 206 

342 

AS 

1820 

- 

10.4 

91 

54 

F 


Ford 


3yr/100.000km 

www.ford.com.au 



1 Fiesta 

1 The driver's light hatch 

1 0 Superb handling 

-especially ST; great steering; new dual-clutch is a gem; ST is a legend 

1 [x}Lacks the space and versatility of Jazz, 

and the cabin class of just about every rival 


» The Pick: Rorty-sounding, brilliant-handling ST is sensational - both for ability and value 

$15,825 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

M5 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

48 


F 

$17,825 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

S6 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

48 


F 

$17,825 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

M5 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

50 


F 

$19,790 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

S6 

1128 

11.3 

18.1 5.8 

91 

48 

' 03/15 

F 

$20,525 

L3T 

1.0 92 

170 

M5 

1127 

10.3 

17.3 4.9 

91 

50 

07/14 

F 

$22,525 

L3T 

1.0 92 

170 

S6 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

50 


F 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.6 134’ 

240 

M6 

1197 

7.0 

14.9 6.2 

95 

45 

02/14 

F 

1 Focus 

nz 

New engines coming 






] 0 Steering and handling excellence; roomy, strong body; torquey turbo-diesel; warbly ST 

1 0Both atmo petrols lack torque; too heavy; Thai- 

built car inferior to 2012 German version 

^ The Pick: Dual-clutch Trend with 2.0-litre GDI four is respectable value 




$20,290 

L4 

1.6 92 

159 

M5 

1311 

- 

6.2 

95 

50 

02/12 

F 

$22,590 

L4 

1.6 92 

159 

56 

1339 

- 

6.6 

95 

50 


F " 

$20,290 

L4 

1.6 92 

159 

M5 

1311 

- 

6.2 

95 

50 


F 

$22,590 

L4 

1.6 92 

159 

56 

1339 

- 

6.6 

^ 95 

50 


F 

$23,390 

L4 

2.0 125 

202 

M5 

1348 

8.3 

16.3 7.2 

95 

51 

'l2/13 

F 

$24,490 

L4 

2.0 125 

202 

56 

1382 

- 

6.6 

95 

50 


F 

$28,090 

L4TD 

2.0 120 ' 

340 

56 

1495 


5.5 

D 

¥2 


F 

$24,390 

L4 

2.0 125 

202 

56 

1382 

- 

6.6 

^ 95 

51 

02/12 

F 

$28,090 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 

56 

1501 

- 

5.5 

D 

52 


F 

$26,490 

L4 

2.0 125 

202 

M5 

1368 

- 

7.2 

95 

52 

02/12 

F 


GOIX^ 





FORD has finally added the 
reversing camera that really should 
have been standard on the entry- 
level Mondeo Ambiente when it 
(finally) arrived earlier this year. 

But it doesn’t come for nothing, 
with the price up $400 to reflect the 
addition of the new gear. 

That adds to the price premium 
the Mondeo already suffers over 


key rivals such as the Toyota 
Camry and Mazda 6, both of which 
comfortably outsell the Mondeo. 

For an indication of how much 
the market has changed - and how 
much Ford is struggling to adapt - 
combined sales of the Falcon and 
Mondeo are now below that of the 
Mercedes-Benz C- Class. 

Now that’s gotta hurt... 























NEW r- 
. ARRIVALS \ 

I New models I 
\ for the month / 

' , highlighted ' 


Showroom 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torque 

1 Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 


1 Issue 

tested Drive 

Sport hatch 

$28,190 

L4 

2.0 125 

202 

S6 

1401 






F 

Sport TDCi hatch 

$31,690 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 

S6 

1515 

- 

- 

5.5 

D 

52 

F 

Titanium hatch 

$32,690 

Ta 

2.0 125 

202 

S6 

1435 

8.9 

16.5 

6.6 

95 

53 

12/11 F 

Titanium TDCi hatch $36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 

S6 

1537 

8.8 

16.5 

5.5 

D 

53 

10/11 F 

Titanium sedan 

$32,690 

L4 

2.0 125 

202 

S6 

1436 

- 

- 

6.6 

95 

53 

F 

Titanium TDCi sedan $36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 

S6 

1543 


- 

5.5 

D 

53 

F 

ST 

$38,990 

L4T 

2.0 184 

360 

M6 

1389 



6.5 

- 

7.3 

98 

51 

07/15 F 


Dynamic and comfort benchmark 


0 Superb chassis; vast and quiet interior; plush seats; sweet petrols; diesel frugality; value 
[>^ToQ-SDec Titanium interior notsoeciai enouoh: cabin niastics beiow VW ievels: weioht 


- The Pick: Mid-level Trend delivers easily the finest combination of dynamism and comfort 

Ambiente hatch 

$33,190 

L4 

2.0 

149 

345 

A6 

1605 

- 

- 

8.2 95 

47 

06/15 F 

Ambiente wagon 

$35,040 

L4 

2.0 

149 

'345 

A6 

1649 ' 

- 

- 

8.5 95 

47 

F 

Ambiente TDCi hatch$37,190 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 

1659 

8.6 

- 

5.1 D 

48 

F 

Ambiente TDCi wag 

$39,040 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

_400 

S6 

1703 

8.7 


5.3 D 

48 

06/15 F 

Trend hatch 

$37,290 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

345 

A6 

1629 

7.9 

- 

8.2 95 

48 

06/15 F 

Trend TDCi hatch 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 

1683 

8.6 

- 

5.1 D 

48 

F 

Trend TDCi wagon 

$42,340 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 

1713 

8.7 

- 

5.3 D 

50 

F 

Titanium hatch 

$44,290 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

345 

A6 

1690 

7.9 

- 

8.5 95 

49 

F 

Titanium TDCi hatch $47,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 

1744 

8.6 

- 

5.1 D 

50 

F 

Titanium TDCi wgn 

$49,340 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 

1782 

9.1 

16.6 

5.3 D 

50 

07/15 F 



Ecoboost 

EcoLPi 

G6E 

G6E Ecoboost 
G6E EcoLPi 
G6E Turbo 
XR6 
XR6 

XR6 EcoLPi 
XR6 Turbo 
XR6 Turbo 
XR8 
XR8 


EcoLPi 

XR6 

XR6 EcoLPi 
XR6 Turbo 


Ambiente 

Ambiente 

Trend 

Trend 

Titanium 

Titanium 


New threads and tech for ageing sedan 

0 Polished ride and handling; quickturbo six; punchy turbo four; standard sat-nav 
IH) Dated cabin ; compromised driving position ; new XR8's very firm ride 
The Pick: Regular XR6 has long been the best Falcon, though possibly a G6E Ecoboost 


$36,400 L6 4.0 195 391 A6 1710 - 


9.0 91 27 


$36,400 L4T 2.0 179 353 A6 1648 6.5 14.5 8.0 91 33 


$38,900 L6 4.0 198 409 A6 1757 - 


1.7 L 36 


$40,110 L6 


4.0 195 391 A6 1756 7.3 15.3 9.5 91 40 


$40,110 L4T 2.0 179 353 A6 1706 6.8 14.8 8.7 91 37 02/15 R 


$42,610 L6 4.0 198 409 A6 1798 - 


12.6 L 40 


$47,050 L6T 4.0 270 533 A6 1789 5.1 13.3 11.7 95 42 


$36,090 L6 4.0 195 391 M6 1728 - 


1.1 91 36 


$38,290 L6 4.0 195 391 A6 1749 7.2 15.2 9.5 91 36 


$40,790 L6 


4.0 198 409 A6 1780 - 


12.6 L 37 


$43,490 

$45,690 


L6T 

L6T 


4.0 270 533 
4.0 270 533 


M6 1769 - 
A6 1779 ' 5.2 


- 12.0 95 42 

13.4 'l1.7 ' 95 ' 42' 


$53,490 V8$ 5.0 335 570 M6 1858 - 


13.6 95 43 


$55,690 V8$ 



_5.0 335 570 A6 1861 5.2 13.3 13.7 95 43 01/15 

Falcon gets uted, for the last time 



g 0 Same front end as sedan means accurate steering and decent turn-in ; muscular engines 
U IS Leaf-sprung rear end lacks grip on broken surfaces, compromises chassis balance 
- The Pick: Base model is a fine workhorse. Turbo six can overpower the chassis 

$29,790 

L6 

4.0 195 

391_ 

A6 

1611 - 

- 

- 

91 42 

R 

$32,290 

L6 

4.0 198 

409 

A6 

1678 - 


- 

L 43 

R 

$32,640 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 

1611 - 

- 

- 

91 53 

R 

$35,140 

L6 

4.0 198 

409 

A6 

1672 - 

- 

j- 

L 53 

R 

$39,810 

L6T 

4.0 270 

533 

A6 

1816 5.5 

13.6 

- 

95 51 07/11 

R 

j EcoSport 1 

Fiesta in a leotard 





■ 0 Brilliant 1.0-litre turbo triple; impressive steering and handling; compact size; Fiesta DNA 
p IS Low-grade interior plastics; ugly spare wheel placement; gutless 1.5-litre; average tyres 
The Pick: The 1.0-litre manual - smooth, characterful and effortless ... unlike the atmo 1.5 

$20,790 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

M5 

1242 13.3 

- 

6.5 

95 46 

F 

$22,790 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

S6 

1267 14.1 

- 

6.5 

95 46 

F 

$22,290 

L3 

1.0 92 

170 

M5 

1275 12.7 

- 

5.7 

95 46 

F 

$24,290 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

$6 

1276 14.1 

- 

6.5 

95 47 

F 

$25,790 

L3 

1.0 92 

170 

M5 

1280 12.9 

18.5 

5.7 

95 46 01/14 

F 

$27,790 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

S6 

1289 14.1 

- 

6.5 

95 46 02/14 

F 


I Fresh engines bring renewed zing 



0 Upholds Ford’s great reputation for handling and steering; room; presence; value 
[x] No manual on AWD versions; average rear seat; not as frugal as some rivals 

The Pick: New 2.0 turbo petrol is a winner and makes it one of the better performing SUVs 

$27,490 

J.4T 

2-5 

110 

240 

M6 1558 - 

6.3 

95 5J^ 

F 

$28,990 

l4T 

1.5 

134 ‘ 

240 

A6 1595 - 

7.2 

'95 51 

F 

$31,490 

L4T 

1.5 

134 

240 

A6 1667 - 

7.4 

95 51 

A 

$36,490 

L4T 

2.0 

178 

345 

A6 1700 - 

8.8 

95 52 

A 

$38,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 1749 - 

5.5 

D 52 

A 

$44,990 

L4T 

2.0 

178 

345 

A6 1732 7.4 

15.2 8.8 

95 54 

11/15 

A 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

134 

400 

S6 1782 - 

5.6 

D 54 

A 


Ranger-based SUV chases Prado 


0 On- and off-road ride and comfort; cabin refinement; clever use of tech 



. IS No steering reach adjustment; centre seat headroom; separate-chassis antiquity 

The Pick: Titanium too exxy and Ambiente skinnily equipped, so best stick with the Trend 

$54,990 L5TD 

3.2 

143 

470 A6 2370 - - 8.5 D 


A 

$60,990 L5TD 

3.2 

143 

470 A6 2407 - - 8.5 D 


A 

$76,990 L5TD 

3.2 

143 

470 A6 2495 - - 8.5 D 

09/15 

A 


Territory 


Great design is timeless 
Diesel economy; petrol punch ; slick Titanium variant makes the most of its fresh styling 
^TDV6 is an old engine; electric steering lacks feel; hard, unappealing cabin plastics 
= The Pick: Pragmatic TX is a family-car bargain, but suave Titanium is the most alluring 


$37,490 L6 4.0 195 391 A6 1967 - 


10.2 91 51 06/11 R 


TXAWDTDCi 
TSRWD 
TSRWDTDCi 
TSAWDTDCi 
Titanium RWD 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torque Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuei 

cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

$45,740 

V6TD 


440 

A6 

2107 



8.8 

‘d~ 




$42,240 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 

2011 


- 

10.5 

91 

52 


R 

$45,490 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 

A6 

2072 



- 

- 

8.2 

D 

55 

12/11 

R 

$50,490 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 

A6 

2144 

- 

- 

9.0 

D 

58 

02/15 

A 

$48,490 

L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 

2047 

- 

- 

10.5 

91 

55 

10/11 

R 

$51,741 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 

A6 

2109 



8.2 

D 

58 


R 

$56,740 

V6TD 

2.7 140 

440 

A6 

2167 

10.0 

17.1 

9.0 

D 

56 

09/15 

A 


Great Wall 


3yr/100,000km 

www.greatwallmotors.com.au 


Pricing wall smashed 
0 Great pricing for a mid-sized SUV; torquey turbo-diesel tries to shift all that weight... 
m... Questionable brand future locally; sluggish acceleration; refinement well below par 
The Pick: The diesel manual. Or just about any second-hand Japanese SUV 


X240 

$23,990* 

L4 2.4 100 200 

M5 

1805 - 

- 

10.3 

95 

33 

A 

X200 

$27,990* 

L4TD 2.0 105 310 

M6 

1890 - 

- 

7.6 

D 

33 

A 

X200 

$29,990* 

L4TD 2.0 105 310 

A5 

1890 - 


9.2 

D 

33 

A 



3yr/100,000km 

www.holden.com.au 



Holden 


Barina Spark 


Cute, but clueless 
0 Cute styling will appeal to young women ; frugal 1 .2 ; ESC and six airbags standard 
Neither a hot performer or a great handler; plasticky interior; oversized headlights 
The Pick: A three-cylinder Nis san Micra is miles better, as is a regula r Ba rina 

$12,890 


L4 


1.2 59 107 M5 967 12.4 18.7 5.6 91 43 04/11 F 


$15,090 L4 1.2 63 113 A4 981 


91 43 



1 Barina 

1 

Styled by an Aussie 





0 Keen pricing, with alloys and cruise controi standard; sharp styling; decent handling 

[x] Wheezy Family One engine 

; short-geared manual; unsettled ride; RS auto calibration 

• The Pick: Much-improved over the iast model, but Barina remains an also-ran, not a leader 

$15,390 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

M5 1193 11.1 17.8 

6.8 

91 

46 11/11 

F 

$17,590 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

A6 1249 12.4 18.6 

7.3 

^ 91 

46 03/15 

F 

$15,890 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

M5 1208 - 

- 

91 

44 

F 

$18,090 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

A6 1223 13.1 18.9 

9.5 

91 

44 10/14 

F 

$20,090 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

A6 1220 - 

- 

91 

47 

F 

$20,590 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

A6 1235 - 

- 

91 

47 

F 

$21,390 

L4T 

1.4 103 

200 

M6 1249 - 

6.5 

91 

48 01/14 

F 

$23,590 

L4T 

1.4 103 

200 

A6 1275 - 

6.5 

9f 

47 01/14 

F 

f Cruze 


Built (mostly) by Aussies, mate 




i 0 Simplified range for 2015; excellent handling of SRi and SRi-V models; 

impressive 


I refinement; well-damped ride; 

value for money; decent boot; roomier thar 

1 most rivals 


\E\ Harsh 1 .8 petrol needs euthanising ; cheap cabin ; weight and thirst; ungainly new front 

The Pick: SRi manual or auto 

- both are good value and feature winning dynamics 


$19,890 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

M5 1380 - 

7.0 

91 

48 

F 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

A6 1402 - 

7.4 

91 

48 

F 

$19,890 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

M5 1391 - 

7.0 

91 

47 

F 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

A6 1415 - 

7.4 

91 

47 

F 

$24,840 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

A6 1409 - 

7.0 

91 

49 

F 

$23,140 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

M6 1450 - 

7.4 

91 

51 

F 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

A6 1479 - 

7.9 

91 

51 

F 

$23,140 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

M6 1460 - 

7.4 

91 

51 

F 

$25,340 

L4T_ 

1.6 132 

230 

A6 1488 - 

7.9 

91 

51 

F 

$27,140 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

M6 1465 - 

7.4 

91 

52 

F 

$29,340 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

A6 1493 - 

7.9 

91 

52 

F 

$27,140 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

M6 1474 8.3 15.8 

7.4 

91 

52 11/14 

F 

$29,240 

L4T 

1.6 132 

230 

A6 1503 8.6 16.2 

7.9 

91 

52 

F 

$24,090 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

A6 - - - 

7.4 

91 

54 

F 

$26,840 

L4 

1.8 104 

176 

A6 - - - 

7.4 

91 

54 

F 



It's bdddddddck (again) 

0 Way cooler than a Cruze; cheaper and faster than its Opel-badged predecessor 
m It’s not a brand new model; ageing interior; ditsy auto calibration; no reversing camera 
The Pick: VXR is a weapon that will give Golf GTI and Megane RS plenty to think about 

- 6.9 95’^ ~ 


$26,990 L4T 1.6 147 280 M6 1485 


$29,190 L4T 1.6 125 260 A6' - 


6.9 95 54 




$40,740 V6TD 2.7 140 440 A6 2021 - 


8.2 D 54 


R 
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HOLDEN - HYUNDAI 





GTC Sport 
GTC Sport 
VXR 



Eng 

Eng 


Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans, weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$29,990 

L4T 

1.6 

147 280 

M6 1498 

- 

6.9 

95 

56 

07/15 

F 

$32,190 

L4T 

1.6 

125 260 

A6 - 

- 

6.9 

95 

54 

07/15 

F 

$39,990 

L4T 

2.0 

206 400 

M6 1543 

6.0 

8.0 

95 

57 

07/15 

F 


Better than expected 



CD 

CD 

CDX 

CDX 



0 Surprisingly pleasant ride and handling, good seats, big boot, sweet petrol drivetrain 

|x) Diesel a bit gruff, weight hampers performance and economy, horrible auto tip-shift LT 

The Pick: All are decent value on paper, but we’d drive a hard bargain. Or save for a Mazda 6 LI 

$28,890 L4 2.4 

123 

225 A6 

1583 10.2 

8.0 

91 

37 

F LTZ 

$32,890 L4TD 2.0 

117 

350 A6 

1659 9.9 

6.4 

91 

38 08/13 

F LTZ 

$32,790 L4 2.4 

123 

225 A6 

1610 9.2 

16.6 8.0 

91 

38 08/13 


$36,790 L4TD 2.0 

117 

350 A6 

1684 9.9 

6.5 

91” 

38 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torgue Trans. 

Kerbht 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested Drive 

1 Captiva 5 | 

Compact price, not-so-compact size 



0 Attractive Euro styling; decent smooth-road handling; reasonably roomy; cheap pricing 
(S]Four-pot petrol and diesel are both noisy; dated cabin; choppy ride; lifeless steering 

The Pick: Captiva is cheap (literally), but also old and underdone. Choose a CX-5 or Kuga 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 123 

230 M6 

- 


- 

8.8 

91 

46 

F 

$28,190 

L4 

2.4 123 

230 A6 

- 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

46 

F 

$32,690 

L4TD 

2.2 135' 

400 'a6 


- 


8.2 

D 

48 

A 

$31,690 

L4 

2.4 123 

230 AS 

- 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

49 

F 

$35,690 

L4TD 

2.2 135 

400 A6 

- 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

46 

A 


Captiva 7 


. Nip-tucked and even more affordable 


Evoke 

Evoke LPG 

Evoke Sportwagon 

Evoke S'wgn LPG 

SV6 

SV6 

SV6 Sportwagon 

SS 

SS 

SS Sportwagon 


Insignia 


_ Europe's answer to the Commodore 

All-paw traction; great front seats; decent grunt once it gets going; digital instruments 
IS Expensive up against V8 Commodores ; grunt dialled down to protect the auto 'box 
The Pick: A Commodore Redline would be a better bet, though Insignia has rarity on its side 

$51,990 V6T 2.8 239 435 A6 - 6.3 - 10.9 95 50 A 

Space, polish, panache 

0 Benchmark ride/handling/steering; cabin space and class; Redline scores shift paddles 
IS Evoke still looks like an austerity model; wagons don’t get sedan’s aluminium bootlid 
The Pick: SS-V manual sedan, or the cracking Redline, or the brilliant-value Calais 

$35,490 vr 3.0 185 290 A6 1622 8.7 15.9 8.3 91 39 07/13 R 

$37,990 
$37,490 


V6 


16 180 320 
" 3.0^185 290 


1^04 ^ 
1717 ' - 


] 1 ^ 

8.6 


40 

40 


$39,990 V6 3.6 180 320 A6 1800 - 


11.8 L 40 


$36,790 

$38,990 


V6 

V6 


3.6 210 350 
3.6 210 ’350 


1688 - 
1685' - 


9.0 

9.0 


$4a990 V6__16 210 350 ^^1776 19J1093 9142 04/14 R 


$42,990 V8 
$45,190 V8 


6.0 270 530 
" 6.0 260 517 


1 729 - 
1744 


^ 42 

91 42 07/13 


$47,190 V8 6.0 260 517 A6 1849 - 


12.2 91 42 10/14 R 



0 Lots of metal for the money; nine years old but decent to look at; seven seats standard 
[3 Commodore-derived 3.0 V6 is thrashy; can’t match a Territory for dynamics or comfort 

The Pick: LT diesel is affordable, torquey and well-equipped, but Captiva is way past it 

$30,490 L4 

2.4 123 230 A6 - 

9.1 

91 50 

05/11 F _ 

$33,490 L4TD 

2.2 135 400 A6 - 

7.6 

D 51 

A 

$36,490 V6 

3.0 190 288 A6 - 

10.1 

91 47 

A 

$37,490 L4TD 

2.2 135 400 A6 - 

8.5 

D 47 

A 

$40,490 V6 

3.0 190 288 A6 - 

10.1 

91 47 

A 

$41,490 L4TD 

2.2 135 400 A6 - 

8.5 

D 47 

A 

[ Colorado 7 I 

Seven-seat grand-daddy space master 


0 Better value than almost identical blood brother, the Isuzu MU-X 

[El Not as cohesive and polished as the slightly smaller Captiva 7, and doesn't drive as well 

The Pick: If you're space-chasing, the entry level LT has all you need in terms of kit 

$47,490 L4TD 

2.8 147 500 A6 2170 

9.2 

D 53 

A 

$50,990 L4TD 

2.8 147 500 A6 2205 

9.2 

D 53 

A 


HSV 


3yr/100,000km 

www.hsv.com.au 


SSV 

SSV 

SSV Redline 

SSV Redline 

$46,490 

V8 

6.0 270 530 

M6 

1745 



11.5 

91 

42 


R 

,iC=El- 

1 Gen-F 

1 

Australia's Next Top Model 






$48,690 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1754 



11.5 

91 

42 


R 

E Superb drivetrains, especially ballistic GTS; much-improved agility and interiors 
[Rvalue improved, still expensive for a Commodore, but cheap compared to Euros 

The Pick: Either the Clubsport R8 or the bahnstorming GTS ... with either transmission 

$52,490 

V8 

6.0 270 530 

M6 

1766 

- 

11.8 

91 

43 

09/13 

R 

$54,690 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1780 

5.7 

13.8 11.8 

91 

43 

01/15 

R 


SS V Sportwagon 

$50,190 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1849 

- 

11.7 

91 

42 


R 

Clubsport 

$61,990 

V8 

6.2 325 

550 

"mo 1755 - 

- 

12.6 

98 

46 


R 

SS V Redline S'wgn 

$56,690 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1851 

- 

11.8 

91 

43 


R 

Clubsport 

$64,490 

V8 

6.2 325 

550 

A6 1773 - 


12.9 

98 

46 


R 

Calais 

$40,790 

V6 

3.6 210 350 

A6 

1702 

7.1 

15.1 9.0 

91 

41 

02/15 

R 

Clubsport R8 

$73,290 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

’M6 176'4 5.0 

13.2 

12.6' 

98 

47 

07/13 

R 

Calais Sportwagon 

$42,790 

'V6 

3.6 210 350 

A6 

1798 

^ 

9.3 ■ 

91 

42 


R 

Clubsport R8 

$75,590 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

A6 1782 - 

- 

12.9 

98 

47 


R 

Calais V 

$47,990 

V6 

3.6 210 350 

A6 

1730 

- 

9.0 

91 

42 


R 

Clubsport R8 Tourer $76,490 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

A6 1852 - 

~ 

12.9 

98 

45 


R 

Calais V 

$53,990 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

' 1778 

5.6 ' 

14.1 11.7 

91 

'43" 

'07/13 

^ R 

Senator Signature 

$83,990 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

M6 1795 - 


12.6 

98 

45 


R 

Calais V Sportwagon $49,990 

V6 

3.6 210 350 

A6 

1808 



9.3 

91 

42 


R 

Senator Signature 

$83,990 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

A6 1813 - 


12.9 

98 



R 

Calais V Sportwagon $55,990 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1866 

- 

11.7 

91 

42 

07/13 

R 

GTS 

$94,490 

V8S 

6.2 430 

740 

M6 1881 4.7 

12.8 

- 

98 

45 

09/13 

R 


1 VF ute 

■ 

Australia's sports coupe 



GTS 

$96,990 

V8S 

6.2 430 

740 

A6 1899 4.5 

12.6 

18.5 

98 

45 

10/14 

R 


ISTradies are turning towards cab-chassis utes, not this true-blue, truly talented steed 
The Pick: Anything with an ’S’ at the front - all of them are sports cars with massive boots 


Evoke 

SV6 

SV6 

SS 

SS 

SSV 

SSV 

SSV Redline 
SSV Redline 


$33,490 V6 3.6 210 350 A6 1656 - 

$33,490 ' V6 3.6 210 350 ' M6 1680 - 


9.0 91 50 

' 9.0 91 53 07/13 



$35,690 

V6 

3.6 

'210 '350 

A6 

1681' - ' - 

■9.0 ' 

9T 

'53 ' 

R 

$39,490 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

_M6 

1720 - 

11.5 

91 

54 

R 

$41,690 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 


1733 ' - ' - 

11.5 ' 

91 

'54' 

R 

$42,990 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6 

1736 - 

11.5 

91 

54 07/13 

R 

$45,190 

V8 

^ 

260 517 

A6 

1749 - 

11.5 

91 

55 

R 

$48,990 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6 

1739 - 

11.8 

91 

56 

R 

$51,190 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1753 - 

11.8 

91 

55 

R 

[ WN Caprice 

Same outside, fresh inside 





0 Tough elegance; great new interior; V8 brawn and burble; incredible value for money 
[HI Badge snobs won’t like it; measure your garage before buying this 5.2-metre behemoth 
The Pick: Refreshed Caprice V is a terrific sports-luxury limousine 

$59,490 

V6 

3.6 

180 320 

A6 ’ 

1816 - 

9.3 

91 

43 

R 

$60,490 

V8 

6.0 

260 517 

A6 

1851 - 

11.7 

91 

44 

R 


03 Gen-F Grange scores full-fat 340kW V8, top-spec interior and lastest MRC suspension 
[^Misses out on the aluminium bonnet/bootlid of VF-based sedans; looks unchanged 
The Pick: Australia’s take on an AMG S-class is a much-altered car beneath its familiar skin 

$85,990 V8 6.2 340 570 A6 1838 


12.9 98 50 




Going, going... 

0 Worthwhile electric (and petrol) range; admirable efficiency; superb ride and refinement 
[SI Expensive; interior not $60K worth; economy figure not great when driven on petrol 
The Pick: Jump in quick; Holden has confirmed the Volt is on the way out down under 

$^9,990 T4 H r4 Ilf 370 A1 1721 9.2 IK? 1.2 91 43~10/12 F 

Drop-top Astra, sans grunt 

0 Connected steering and capable chassis; well-equipped; spacious; handsome 
[SI Weight hurts agility; performance and economy; cabin design far from cutting edge 
The Pick: An Astra, although Cascada is fresh metal in a class where fashion rules 


$41,990 L4T j^6 125 260 A6 1744 9.9 

Trax marks the spot 


7.5 95 62 07/15 F 


0 Neatly packaged and styled; steering and handling; 1 

excellent auto; value for 

money 


[£} Hemmed-in rear seat; 

daggy-looking LS; 1.8’s 

raucous manners; LTZ’s awful vinyl trim 

The Pick: Considering its vastly superior engine 

, the LTZ 1.4T, hopefully with a discour 

It 

$23,990 L4 1.8 

103 

175 M5 1356 

- 

7.0 

91 

48 

10/13 

F 

$26,190 L4 1.8 

103 

175 A6 1371 

- 

7.6 

91 

47 


F 

$28,490 L4 1.8 

103 

175 A6 1371 

11.4 

18.0 7.6 

91 

48 

01/14 

F 


$29,990 L4T 1.4 103 '200 A6 ' 1421 9.3 16.7 6.9 91 48 05/15 F 



Maloo 


Business up front, party out back 


0 Sleeker styling and extensive hardware upgrades make this one very premium ute 
[^Hard tonneau cover still looks bulky, despite attempts to trim it down 

The Pick: There’s no mistaking this bad boy for an SS, but is it worth the extra $20K? 

$58,990 

V8 

6.2 325 

550 

M6 

1753 

12.6 98 

52 R 

$61,490 

V8 

6.2 325 

550 

A6 

1761 

12.9 98 

53 R 

$69,990 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

M6 

1787 

12.6 98 

53 R 

$72,490 

V8 

6.2 340 

570 

A6 

1795 

12.9 98 

54 R 


Honda 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.honda.com.au 


Lower price, greater class 


17t Ripper entry price for all-new Jazz; polished interior; superb packaging flexibility 
[5f) Messy styling; vague steering; numb handling; value dissipates at the top end 
The Pick: Either the entry-level VTi or possibly the neatly equipped VTi-S CVT 

$14,990 L4 1.5 88 145 M5 1048 - - 6.2 91 55 F 

$16,990 L4 1.5 88 145 C 1053 10.2 17.3 5.8 91 53 03/15 F 

$19,790 L4 1.5 88 145 C 1095 - - 5.8 91 56 F 


5.8 91 57 10/14 F 


$22,490 L4 1.5 88 145 C 1130 - 

Booted Jazz, re-booted 

0 Riding on an all-new platform, new-gen City is far from the putrid drive we expected 
ISlNot pretty, but it's better in the flesh ; VTi-L's wheels introduce some ride harshness 
The Pick: VTi manual if you have to, though the CVT ain't too bad if you don't like cars 

$15,990 [4 1.5 88 145 M5 1082 - ^ 5.8 91 48 

$17,990 L4_ 1.5 88 145 C 1103 10.7 17.7 5.7 91 48 10/14 F 

$21,390 L4 1.5 88 "145 'C 1107 - - 5.7 91 50 ’08/14 F 

more things change ... 

E Price and equipment; keen 1.8- and 2.0-litre fours; competent handling 
[^Same-again styling; ordinary refinement; average steering and ride; depressingly dated 
- The Pick: Easily outclassed by Golf or Mazda 3. Please make the next one good Honda! 


Vi 

VTi 


$18,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 

174 

M5 

1210 - 

- 

6.8 

91 

46 F 

$20,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 

174 

M5 

1210 - 

- 

6.8 

91 

48 05/12 F 


142 ' wheelsmag.com.au 



























Showroom 


VTi 

VTi-L 

Sport 


$22,490 L4 1.8 103 174 A5 1222 - 

$23,990 L4 1.8 103 174 A5 1245 - 


$30,990 L4 2 .0 114 188 A5 1290 - 

The Pommy Civic 
Makeover brings dynamics upgrade; ciever seating; impressive drivetrains 
IE) Messy dash arrangement; range-wide price rises make rivais more attractive 
The Pick: DTi-S manuai, though Focus, Mazda 3 and Goif are aii superior 



VTi-S 

VTi-S 

VTi-L 

VTi-L Navigation 


$22^50 

$24,450 


_l.8 104 174 
T.8 104' 174 


M5 1265 - 


6.4 91 56 


A5 1302 8.8 16.5 6.6 91 56 12/12 


$26,990 

L4 

1.8 

104 174 'A5 

1318 ' - 


6.6 91* 56 ' 

F 

$31,090 

L4 

1.8 

104 174 A5 

1325 - 

- 

6.6 91 52 

F 

1 Accord 


The car that can (sort of) steer itself 


1 IZI Quite stylish for an Accord Seppo; very refined; slick Hybrid's improved chassis balance 

I IS A car for those who begrudgingly drive 

; dated five-speed autos; as boring as a white wall 

The Pick: A Hybrid if you have the dough. 

Or some porcelain veneers in Bangkok 

$31,490 

L4 

2.4 

129 225 A5 

1510 - 

- 

7.9 91 45 

07/13 F 

$33,490 

L4 

_ 2.4 

129 225 A5 

1530 - 



7.9 91 45 

F 

$41,490 

L4 

2.4 

129 225 A5 

1572 9.0 

16.5 

8.1 91 44 

08/13 F 

$51,990 

V6 

3.5 

206 339 A6 

1667 - 

- 

9.2 91 47 

07/13 F 

$58,990 

L4H 

2.0 

146 307 C 

1642 - 

~ 

4.6 91 45 

F 


Best Honda currently on sale 


S3 Coupe-esque styling; generous equipment; 'magic seat' packaging; okay dynamics 
\E1 Limited range (no 4WD, no manual); flimsy luggage cover; anaesthetised steering 
» The Pick: Entry-level VTi offers a tempting package for a tasty price 


VTi 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 

105 172 

C 

1328 - 

6.6 

91 

50 04/15 

F 

VTi-S 

$27,990 

L4 

1.8 

105 172 

C 

1366 - 

6.9 

91 

50 

F 

VTi-L 

$32,990 

L4 

1.8 

105 172 

C 

1366 10.2 17.5 

6.9 

91 

52 05/15 

F 


[CR-V 

n 

Smaller outside, bigger Inside 





i.y‘ strong diesel; sweet petrol drivetrains; roomy cabin and cargo space; clever design 
2.0-litre trades flexibility for economy; dull dynamics; patchy ride; vague steering 



The Pick: Punchy DTi-S manual is good value, with far superior economy and AWD gri 

P 

VTi 

$27,490 

L4 

2.0 

114 190 

M6 

1460 10.0 - 

2.8 

91^ 

52 

F 

VTi 

$29,790 

L4 

2^0 

114 190 

' A5 

1488 - - 

7.7 

91” 

52 

F 

VTiAWD 

$32,790 

L4 

2.4 

140 222 

A5 

1580 - 

8.7 

91 

54 

A 

VTi-S 

$32,290 

L4 

2.0 

114 190 

A5 

1488 - 

7.7 

91 

54” 

F ' 

VTi-S AWD 

$35,290 

L4 

2.4 

140 222 

A5 

1580 - - 

8.7 

91 

54 

A 

VTi-L 

$39,290 

L4 

2.0 

114 190 

A5 

1488 - 

7.7 

91 

55 

F 

VTi-L AWD 

$42,290 

L4’ 

2.4 

' 140 222 

A5 

1580 11.3 17.9 

~8.7 

91 

55 08/14 

A 

DTi-S AWD 

$35,990 

L4 

2.2 

110 350 

M6 

1664 9.7 - 

5.8 

D 

52 03/14 

A 

DTi-S AWD 

$38,290 

L4 

“2.2 

'l10'350 

A5 

1723 ‘ 10.6 - ’ 

6.7 

D 

52 ' 

A ' 

DTi-LAWD 

$43,040 

L4 

2.2 

110 350 

A5 

1770 10.6 - 

6.9 

D 

53 

A 



Odyssey 


Odyssey becomes a breeder bus 

Tail, ungainly new body makes Odyssey a true Tarago alternative; improved economy 
[x] Everything great about the old Odyssey no longer applies - this one's a van with seats 
The Pick: Besides a vasectomy, probably the VTi for its additional seat and lower price 

$37,6_10 L4 2.4 129 _^5 C_ ' 1776 - 7.6 91 64 ’^04/14 F 

$46,040^'T4 ’2.4 129’225 1819'- - 7.8 91 65 ’04/14 F 



Hyundai 


5yr/unlimited 

www.hyundai.com.au 



About to take its last breath 




1 1S Neat styling; keen pricing; quality interior design; eager 1.4 with six-speed manual 

1 IE) Not a patch on Fiesta for steering and handling; 1.6 dropped to make room for Accent 

The Pick: About to disappear from Australia so bargain hard, especially on up- 

spec Elite 

$15,590 

L4 1.4 

74 136 

M6 

1121 - 

5.3 91 46 

11/12 F 

$17,590 

L4 1.4 

74 136 

A4 

1145 - 

5.3 91 45 

F 

$16,590 

L4 1.4 

74 136 

M6' 

1117 - 

5.3 ‘ 91 '46' 

11/12 F 

$18,590 

L4 1.4 

74 136 

A4 

1145 - 

5.3 91 46 

F 

$17,590 

L4 1.4 

74 136 

M6 

1117 - 

5.3 91 47 

F 

$19,590 

L4 1.4 

74 136 

A4 

1145 - 

5.3 91 46 

F 

1 Accent 

1 Picks up where 120 left off 

1 

1 IS Space, equipment and pricing argue a strong case; Oz-only SR adds sporty flavour 

1 Gluggy steering, restless chassis and anaemic 1.4-litre donk dull the shine for drivers 

The Pick: Either an SR manual or something else entirely ... like an 130 


$14,990 

L4 1.4 

74 133 

M6 

1115 - 

5.7 91 

F 

$16,990 

L4 1.4 

74 133 

C 

1140 - 

6.2 91 

F 

$14,990 

L4 1.4 

74 133 

M6 

1115 - 

5.7 91 

F 

$16,990 

L4 1.4 

74 133 

C 

1140 - 

6.2 91 

F 

$16,990 

L4 1.6 

103 167 

M6 

1115 9.0 

16.5 6.1 91 

F 

$18,990 

L4 1.6 

103 167 

A6 

1140 - 

6.6 91 

F 


Series 2 more than a facelift 
0 Updated styling; newfound handling balance and country-road composure; equipment 
IH) Electric steering lacks feel ; ride too firm in town; engine lacks character 
• The Pick: The entry-level Active - it’s the best-riding and the best value 


$_20,990 L4 _L8 110_ 178 
$23,240 L4 1.8 ~liO ~178 


M6 12_^ - 
A6 ’ 1249 ' - 


7.1 91 ' 45” F 


$21,750 L4 


1.8 110 178 M6 1231 


Active 
Active 
ActiveX 
Active X 
Active CRDi 
Active CRDi 
ActiveX CRDi 
ActiveX CRDi 
SR 
SR 

SR Premium 
SR Premium 
Premium CRDi 
Tourer 
Tourer CRDi 
Tourer Elite CRDi 


Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torgue Trans. 

Kerb^^ 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuei 

RON 

Resaie issue 
% tested 

Drive 

$24,000 

L4 

1.8 110 178 

A6 

1249 



7.1 


46 

F 

$26,890 

L4 

_1.8 110 J78 

A6 

1309 



J-1 

91_ 

46 

F 

$30,540 

L4 

1.8 110 ^78 

A6 

1309 

- 

- 

7.1 

91 

47 

F 

[130 

1 Driving and ownership ease 

1 Handsome style; uprated diesel with dual-clutch ’box; EU-sourced wagon scores IRS 
[El Volume-selling 1.8 off the pace; dynamics and refinement lack polish ; steering is sub-par 
« The Pick: New Series II SR gets a sweeter 2.0, but any 130 hatch is a C-grade proposition 

$20,990 

1-4 

T8 j07 175 

M6 

1248 

- 

- 

7.0 


56 

F 

$23,290 

'L4 

7.8 107 T75 

A6 

1270 

^ 

- 

7.3 

-2L 

54 

F 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 107 175 

M6 

1248 

- 

- 

7.0 

91 

49 

F 

$24,390 

L4 

1.8 107 175 

A6 

1270 

- 

- 

7.3 _ 

91 

48 

F 

$23,590 

*1470 ~ 

1.6 100 260 

M6 

1310 

- 

- 

4.6~ 

D 

56 

F 

$25,890 

L4TD 

1.6 100 300 

$7~ 

1337 

- 

- 

4.9 

D 

56 

F 

$24,690 

L4TD 

1.6 100 260 

M6 

1310 

- 


4.6 

D 

50 

F 

$26,990 

L4TD 

1.6 100 300 

$7 

1337 



4.9 

D 

49 

F 

$25,590 

W 

2.0 124 201 

M6 

1285 



7.3 

91 

56 

F 

$27,890 

[A 

2.0 124 201 

A6 


- 

- 

7.7 

91 

56 

F 

$30,590 

L4 

2.0 124 201 

_M6_ 

- 

- 

- 

2.3 _ 

_?1_ 

58 

_F _ 

$32,890 

L4 

2.0 124 201 

A6 

- 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

58 

F 

$34,490 

L4TD 

1.6 100 300 

S7 

1337 

- 

- 

4.9 

D 

58 

F 

$27,990 

L4 

1.6 98 163 

$7 

- 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

52 

F 

$30,590 

'L4TD ' 

1.6 100^300 

S7 

- 

- 

- 

4.8 

D 

'52 ■ 

F 

$34,190 

L4TD 

1.6 100 300 

S7 

- 

- 

- 

4.8 

D 

53 

F 


Euro-flavoured Korean 


Ifci 0 Mixes Euro style and space with decent dynamics and effective drivetrains 

^Ultimately not that quick; Premium’s ride quality and price; no petrol sedan 
^ The Pick: An Active Tourer turbo-diesel, with Hyundai's new seven-speed dual 

-clutch 'box 

Active sedan CRDi $33,090 

L4TD 

1.7 104 

340 

S7 

1524 

5.1 

D 

66 

F 

Active Tourer $32,490 

L4 

2.0 121 

203 

A6 

1483 

7.5 

91 

66 

F 

Active Tourer CRDi $35,090 

L4TD 

1.7 104' 

340 

S7 

1539 

5.1 

D 

67 

F 

Premium sedan CRDi $41,990 

L4TD 

1.7 104 

340 

S7 

1524 

5.1 

D 

68 

F 

Premium Tourer $41,390 

I4 

2.0 121 ' 

203 ’ 

' as ' 

1483 

- - 7.5 

'91 ' 

68 ' 

' F 

Premium Tourer CRDi $43,990 

L4TD 

1.7 104 

340 

S7 

1539 

5.1 

D 

68 

F 



R] Smart styling; excellent road manners; generous rear seat and boot space 
[x}Well-built cabin lacks sophistication; doesn't have the safety kit of some rivals; thirsty 

The Pick: Elite, which gets the turbo donk and a decent amount of kit 

$29,990 L4 

2.4 138 241 A6 

1500 - - 8.3 91 

44 

F 

$36,990 L4T 

2.0 180 350 A6 

1560 - - 9.2 91 

45 04/15 

F 

$41,990 L4T 

2.0 180 350 A6 

1645 - - 9.2 91 

44 04/15 

F 


Sensory 

Ultimate 



Hyundai's first true luxury car 
ETl Excellent quality; luxury levels of refinement; impressive ride/handling mix; cabin space 
[^Ageing V6 is thirsty and a bit thrashy; expensive option packs undermine its value 
« The Pick: Either the bas e Gen esis o r the $ 71 K S ensory model with p remi um lea ther 

3.8 232 397 A8 1890 6.5 - 11.2 91^ 


$60,000 


52 12/14 R 


^ 232 397 A8 1890 6.5 - 11.2 91 51 12/14 ^R 
’^.8 232'297 ' A8 1890 ' 6.5 ’ - Yl.2 '51 12/14 R 

Brave two-plus-one-door coupe 



1 R] Innovative design, keen pricing, individual styling and Korea’s first-ever dual-clutcher 

1 [ElCan't match the steering and handling excellence of 86/BRZ; atmo 1 .6 struggles 

The Pick: Kids and fashionistas will love it. Enthusiasts will wish they shopped elsewhere 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 103 

167 

M6 

1180 9.8 

16.9 6.4 

91 

61 

04/12 F 

$26,990 

L4 

1.6 103 

167 

S6 

1215 - 

6.4 

91 

61 

F 

$29,490 

L4 

1.6 103 

167 

M6 

1230 - 

6.4 

91 

62 

04/12 F 

"$31,990 

L4 

1.6 103 

167 

S6 

1265 - 

6.4 

91 

63 

F 

$29,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

M6 

1265 6.5 

14.6 6.9 

91 

62 

03/13 F 

$33,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

S7 

1305 - 

7.1 

91 

63 

F 

$33,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

M6 

1307 - 

6.9 

91 

64 

F 

$36,490 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 

S7 

1347 - 

7.1 

91 

64 

F ’ 

1 Tucson 

^ ix35 replacement steps up 

R] Muscular design looks the business; broad model range with flexible 1.6 turbo-petrol 

1 [ElFront-drivers only available with atmo 2.0 engines; Highlander the only Tucson with AEB 
The Pick: Elite AWD with new turbo engine, seven-speed dual-clutch and sharp pricing 

$27,990 

L4 

2.0 114 

192 

M6 



91 

50 

F 

$30,490 

L4 

2.0 ll4 ’ 

192 

A6 



91 

50 ' 

F 

$30,490 

L4 

2.0 121 

203 

M6 

1484 

7.8 

91 

52 

F 

$32,990 

L4 

T. 0 I 2 I ■ 

203 

A6 


7.9 

91 

^50' 

F 


r ^ 

TO' 


Calculate your car’s CO2 output 

Take ADR fuel economy and multiply it 
by the relevant factor below to give 
grams of CO 2 per km. 

Petrol: 23.8 Diesel: 26.5 LPG: 16.1 


For example, if a car does 8.4L/100km 
and runs on petrol, CO 2 produced is: 

8.4 X 23.8 = 199.9g/km 

See, it’s easy when you know how... 
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Elite 
Elite 

Elite CRDi 
Highlander 
Highlander CRDi 


Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb^^ 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested Drive 

Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

Torque 

Trans. 

s.. » sss; r. 

RON 

% 

II 

1 

$35,240 

L4 

~To 

121 203 

A6 

1569 



7.9 

91 

52 

F LS-M4WD 

$45,600 

L4TD 

3.0 130 

380 

A5 

2040 

8.4 


53 


$38,240 

L4T 

1.6 

130 265 

S7 

1575 



7.7 

91 

53 

A LS-U4WD 

$47,100 

L4TD 

3.0 130 _ 

380 

A 5 ' 

2040^ 

8.4 

D 

53 



A 

$40,240 

L4TD 

2.0 

136 400 

A6 

1622 



6.4 

D 

52 

A LS-T4WD 

$53,500 

L4TD 

3.0 130 ' 

'380 

A5 

2060' 

8.4 

D 

53 

A 

$43,490 

L4T 

1.6 

130 265 

S7 

1690 

8.1 

16.0 

7.7 

91 

53 

11/15 A 












$45,490 L4TD 2.0 136 400 A6 1744 


6.8 D 53 



0 Roomy cabin with seven seats standard; carry-over diesel is a torque monster; handling 
IS) Petrol will struggle with Santa Fe's weight; unsettled ride; poor over-the-shoulder vision 


The Pick: Active CRDi auto is strong value, but also consider a Territory TDCi 



Active 

$38,490 

L4 

2.4 

141 242 

M6 1834 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

54 


A 

Active 

$40,990 

L4 

2.4 

141 242 

A6 1864 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

54 


A 

Active CRDi 

$41,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

145 421 

M6 1927 - 

- 

6.6 

D 

54 


A 

Active CRDi 

$43,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

145 436 

A6 1968 - 

- 

7.3 

D 

54 

11/12 

A 

Elite CRDi 

$48,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

145 436 

A6 1968 - 

- 

7.3 

D 

57 


A 

Highlander CRDi 

$53,240 

L4TD 

2.2 

145 436 

A6 1968 9.2~ 

16.6 

7.3 

D 

58 

09/15 

A 



Value-packed eight-seater 
0 Keenly priced; plenty of fruit, inciuding twin siiding side doors and rear parking sensors 
E Concerns over crashworthiness and dynamics; suffice to say it’s an LCV with extra seats 
' The Pick: it’s roomy, but it's a van. Citroen's siick Grand C4 Picasso is the same money! 

2.4l2^ 2^ A4 - 10.6 91 R 


$37,290 L 

$41,490 L4TD 2.5 100 343 M6 2215 


8.1 


59 



InHiiiti 


4yr/120,000km 

www.infiniticars.com.au 


Shoots for Europe, and falls short 



0 Thrusty and efficient V6 Hybrid drivetrain; slick build quality; plush seats; rarity 
[SI Ill-conceived electronic systems and steer-by-wire steering spell dynamic confusion 
- The Pick: One of the new 2.0-litre turbo-petrol fours without all the crappo techno stuff 

2.0 GT 

$50,900 

L4T 

2.0 

155 350 

A7 


8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 53 

R 

2.0 S 

$56,900 

L4T 

2.0 

155 350 

A7 


8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 54 

R 

2.0 S Premium 

$60,500 

L4T__ 

2.0 

_155 350 

A7 


8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 54 11/14 

R 

2.2d GT 

$51,900 

L4TD 

‘ 2.1 

125 400 

A7 

1729' 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

D 53 

R 

2.2dS 

$57,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

125 400 

A7 

1729 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

D 54 

R 

2.2d S Premium 

$61,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

125 400 

A7 

1729 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

D 54 

’ R " 

3.5hS 

$67,900 

V6H 

3.5 

268 546 

S7 

1775 

5.4 

13.7 

6.8 

95 54 12/14 

R 

3.5h S Premium 

$73,400 

V6H 

3.5 

268 546 

S7 

1853 

5.4 

- 

7.2 

95 ■ 54 

A 



Fine looks, heritage, character 


GT Premium 
S Premium 
S Prem. Conv. 



GT 

GT 

S Premium 
3.0dGT 

3.0d S Premium 
3.5h Premium 




0 Coupe’s driver appeal; standard equipment; muscular V6; terrific seats; great vision 
IH] Convertible’s wobbles and stiff ride; foot-operated park brake 

The Pick: GT Premium coupe delivers BMW-style thrills for considerably less 


$63,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 1670 5.9 

- 

10.5 

95 

50 

03/12 

R 

$69,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 1692 6.1 

14.2 

10.5 

■95 

51 

05/14 

R 

$77,400 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

kl 1866 6.4 

- 

11.4 

95 

50 

03/12 

R 

Q70 

■ 

Japan's 5 Series? Not quite 




1 


0 Pacey, efficient hybrid; interesting looks; interesting handling; superb cabin quality 
IS] Super-light and strangely geared steering ; Hyundai Genesis is a better luxury sedan 
- The Pick: Rivals a Lexus GS but won’t touch a 5 Series or E-Class 


$68,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 1652 6.2 

- 

10.2 

98 

4J_ 

11/12 

R 

$68,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

_A7 1776 6.9 

- 

7.5 

D ' 

~41 


R 

$78,900 

_V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 1702 6.2 

- 

10.2 

98 

41 


R 

$70,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

A7 1776 6.9 

- 

7.5 

D 

41 


R 

$80,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 550 

A7 1826 6.9 

~ 

7.5 

D 

42 


R 

$82,900 

V6H 

3.5 

225”* 350 “ 

A7“’l785* 5.5 


6^9 

98 

'42 


R 


Show-stopping style 


mm 

0 Roomy, luxurious and powerful soft-roader; plenty of grip and grunt; unique appearance 
(Si Cargo capacity and visibility suffer for its style; intrusive tyre roar drowns out the V8 

The Pick: Diesel for torque, V8 for grunt, any of them for QX’s stand-apart styling 


3.7 GT 

$75,900 V6 3.7 

235 360 A7 1893 6.8 

- 

12.1 98 

50 

11/12 A 

3.7 S 

$82,900 V6 “ 3.7 

235 360 A7 1893 ’ 6.8 

- 

12.1 98 

^ 50 

A 

3.7 S Premium 

$85,900 V6 3.7 

235 360 A7 1908 6.8 

- 

12.1 98 

61 

A 

3.0dGT 

$77,900 V6TD 3.0 

175 550 A7 2036 8.3 

- 

9.0 D 

50 

A 

3.0dS 

$84,900 V6TD 3.0 

175 550 A7 2036 8.3 



9.0 D 

50 

11/12 A 

3.0d S Premium 

$87,900 V6TD 3.0 

'175 550 ' A7 2051" 8.3 " 

- 

9.0 D 

61 

A 

5.0 S Premium 

$104,400 V8 5.0 

287 500 A7 1992 5.8 

- 

13.1 98 

61 

A 


Patrol V8 hit with a (big) ugly stick 
0 Loaded with gear; wiiiing V8 makes for decent performance; cheaper than its Lexus rivai 
E Big, heavy and thirsty; no diesei option; 22-inch wheels not suited to off-roading 
The Pick: Check out a Y62 Patrol ... or a diesel LandCruiser 


$110,900 V8 5.6 298 560 A7 2770 - 


98 58 


ISU2U 



Isuzu 


5yr/130.000km 

www.isuzuute.com.au 


LS-M 

LS-U 


Ute with a kid-friendly boot 
0 Ready for adventure; big towing capacity; interior kitted out with family in mind 
E Bulletproof Isuzu engine lacks Colorado 7's grunt; lumbering separate-chassis ride 
The Pick: Range-topper adds a roof -mounted D VD playe r, which will mute the kids 

$40,500 L4TD 3.0 130 380 A5 2000 8.2 D 52 ~ 

$42,000 L4TD 3.0 130 380 A5 2000 8.2 D 52 R 



Jaguar 


3yr/100,000km 

www.jaguar.com.au 


20t Prestige 
20d Prestige 
25t Prestige 
20tR-Sport 
20d R-Sport 
25t R-Sport 
25t Portfolio 
S 



2.0T Premium Lux 
2.0T R-Sport 
2. 2D Premium Lux 
2.2D R-Sport 
3.0 Premium Lux 
3.0 R-Sport 
3.0DS 

3.0DS Portfolio 

XFR 

XFR-S 



3. 05 Premium Lux 

3.05 Prem Lux LWB 
3.0D Premium Lux 
3.0D Prem Lux LWE 

3. 05 Portfolio 
5.0S/CS'sport LWE 
5.0 S/C XJR 




Goes claws-out for C-Class and 3 Series 


0 Great steering; well-sorted chassis (especially R-Sport); gets all-new Ingenium diesel 

^ [^Interior lacks glamour and sparkle; auto not always in sync with the driver; storage space 

The Pick: New diesel is a cracker but 25t R-Sport gets our vote for its chassis/performance 

$60,400 

L4T 

2.0 147 

280 

A8 

1530 

7.7 

15.6 

7.5 

95 54 10/15 

R 

$62,800 

L4TD 

2.0 132 

430 

A8 

1565 

7.8 

- 

4.2 

D 53 

R 

$64,900 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 

' A8 

1530 ' 

' 6.8 ' 

- 

' 7.5 

’95 53 

"r 

$64,400 

L4T 

2.0 147 

280 

A8 



7.7 



7.5 

95 54 

R 

$66,800 

L4TD 

2.0 132 

430 

A8 

- 

7.8 


4.2 

D 54 

R 

$68,900 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 

A8 

- 

6.8 



- 

7.5 

95 54 10/15 

R 

$70,400 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 

A8 


6.8 


7.5 

95 54 

R 

$104,200 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1665 

5.1 

- 

8.1 

95 54 

R 

XF 

1 

All-new replacement imminent 



0 Slick exterior and interior banishes ye olde feel; lovely ride and handling; superb XFR 

El Coupe-like roof line reduces headroom 

; rear seat set too low; diesel four is laggy 


The Pick: New 2.0T and 2.2D are brilliant value. As is the rapid twin-turbo 3.0D S 


$74,285 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 

A8 

- 

7.9 

- 

8.9 

95 47 

R 

$81,185 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 

_A8 

- 

7.9 

- 

8.9 

95 47 

R 

$76,500 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

450 

A8 

1745 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

D 47 01/12 

R 

$83,400 

L4TD 

2.2 147 ’ 

450 

A8 

1745 

9.3 

16.8 

5.2 

D 47 08/12 

R 

$93,040 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1690 

5.9 


9.8 

95 47 

R 

$99,940 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1690 

5.9 


9.8 

95 47 

R 

$95,900 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 

600 

A8 

1810 

6.5 

14.6 

6.3 

D 47 08/10 

R 

$112,500 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 

600 

A8 

1810 

6.4 

- 

6.3 

D 47 

R 

$188,685 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 

1842 

4.8 

12.9 

11.6 

95 55 04/12 

R 

$221,685 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1987 

4.4 



98 55 09/13 

R 

XJ 

r 

Flagship from British India 




0 Traffic-Stopping presence; : 

sharp dynamics; stunning cabin ; not a pipe or slipper in sight 

[xjLWB models are getting expensive, S/C models can get thirsty; low-speed ride on 20s 

• The Pick: Price no object? It has to be the long-wheelbase, supercharged Supersport 


$197,585 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1755 

5.9 

- 

9.6 

95 38 

R 

$197,585 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1765 

5.9 

- 

9.6 

95 38 

R 

$198,800 

V6TTD 

■ 3.0 202 

600 

A8 

1775 ' 

6/4 

- 

6.1 

D 17' - 

R 

; $198,800 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 

600 

A8 

1825 

6.4 

- 

6.1 

D 37 - 

R 

$221,385 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1755 

5.9 

- 

9.6 

95 37 

R 

i $297,140 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 

1915 

4.9 


11.6 

98 51 

r\ 

$297,140 

V8S 

5.0 404* 

680 

A8 

1880 

4.6 



11.6 

98 44 

R 


The E-Type's true successor 


mam 

0 Looks stunning, drives superbly, sounds incredible and has an addictive feel-good factor 
[^All-aluminium construction, but a bit tubby compared to a Porsche; near-useless boot 
^ The Pick: The mid-level V6 S has the best balance; only real power junkies need the V8 S 

Coupe 

$119,080 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

M6 

1577 


- 

9.8 

95 

50 

R ' 

Coupe 

$124,080 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

- 

5-1 

- 

8.8 

95 

50 

R 

Convertible 

$137,780 

V6S 

3.0 250' 

450 

M6 

- 


- 

9.8 

95 

50 

R 

Convertible 

$142,780 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1597 

5.3 

- 

9.0 

95 

50 

R 

V6 S Coupe 

$151,380 

V6S 

3.0 280 

460 

M6 

- 

- 

- 

9.8 

95 

50 

R 

V6 S Coupe 

$156,380 

V6S 

3.0 280 

460 

A8 

- 

4.9 

- 

8.8 

95 

50 

R 

V6S Convertible 

$175,080 

V6S 

3.0 280 

460 

A8 

1614 

4.8 

13.1 

9.1 

95 

50 11/13 

R 

V6SAWD Coupe 

$172,080 

V6S 

3.0 280 

460 

A8 

1674 

- 

- 

8.9 

95 

50 


V8 R Coupe 

$226,580 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1650 

4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 

50 08/14 

R 

V8 R Convertible 

$242,280 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1665 

4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 

50 

R 

V8RAWD Coupe 

$245,280 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1730 

4.1 

- 

11.3 

95 

50 

A 

V8RAWDC'tible 

$260,980 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1745 

4.1 

- 


95 

50 

A 



Jeep 


3yr/10 0,0 00km 
www.jeep.com.au 


i Patriot 

1 Cheap ... and feels it 

1 !y] Sharpened prices make it one of the cheapest SUVs in Oz; plenty of standard equipment 

1 E Cheapest Patriot is front-drive only; just four airbags; hard and cheap cabin plastics 
' The Pick: Base Sport’s price is super-sharp 

$25,700 

L4 

2.0 115 190 M5 

1490 - 

7.6 

91 

46 

F 

$27,700 

L4 

2.0 115 190 C 

1525 - 

8.2 

91 

45 

F 

$34,000 

L4 

2.4 125 220 C 

1570 11.3 

9.1 

91 

46 09/08 

A 


Compass 


1 0 Patriot-based with mini-Grand Cherokee looks; well-specced; Limited’s cranking audio 
[ ^Underwhelming engines; interior plastics; no turbo-diesel; sub-par dynamics 

The Pick: Limited for kit and soft- roadability; FWD Sport for urban warriors 

$27,000 

L4 

2.0 115 

220 

M6 

1437 

- 

7.6 91 52 

F 

$29,000 

L4 

2.0 115 

220 

C 

1437 

- 

8.3 91 53 

F 

$31,000 

L4 

2.0 115 

220 

A6 

1449 

- 

8.3 91 48 

F 

$35,500 

L4 

2.4 125 

220 

A6 

1522 

11.3 - 

9.0 91 44 

A 


1 44 ' wheelsmag.com.au 


























NEW ^ 
ARRIVALS 

New models i' 
for the month / 

, highlighted 


Showroom 


0-100 0-400 Fuel 


Resale Issue 



size Power Torque Trans, weight km/h metres cons. RON 

Tow it to wherever you want to go off-road 
Strong outputs of Pentastar V6 and CRD oiler; worthy for off-road enthusiasts.. 

O -but not for driving (or quality) enthusiasts; loose steering and cumbersome handling 
Th e Pick: Sport if yo u frequen t san d dune s; Ru bicon if you w ant to c limb Uluru 


Drive 

Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 Fuel 

Torque Trans, weight km/h metres cons. RON 

Resale Issue 
% tested Drive 


T-GDI Turbo Touring $30,690 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 M6 1370 7.7 - 7.7 91 

53 X 


T-GDI Turbo Touring $32,990 

L4T 

1.6 150 

265 A6 1380 7.4 - 8.0 91 

52 "f" 


Sport 2dr 

$34,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 347 

M6 

1913 - 


11.2 

91 

59 


A 

Sport 2dr 

$35,000 

V6 

_3.6 

209 347 

A5 

1924 - 



- 

11.3 

91 

57 


A 

Sport GRD 2dr 

$39,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 410 

M6 

1858 - 

- 

8.0 

D 

49 


A 

Sport GRD2dr 

$40,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 460 

A5 

2000 - 

- 

8.6 

D 

49 


A 

Rubicon 2dr 

$43,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 347 

A5 

1919 - 


11.3 

91_ 

47 


A 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$38,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 347 

M6 

2073 8.6 

- 

11.8 

91 

58 


A 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$39,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 347 

A5 

2053 - 

- 

11.7 

91 

58 


A 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$43,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 410 

M6 

1998 11.1 

- 

8.3 

D 

59 


A _ 

Sport Unlimited 4dr 

$44,000 

L4TD 

2.8 

147 460 

A5 

1978 - 

- 

9.5 

D 

56 


A ' 

Overland 4dr 

$49,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 347 

A5 

2053 8.6 

- 

11.9 

91 

53 


A 

Rubicon U'ted4dr 

$51,000 

V6 

3.6 

209 347 

A5 

2053 - 

- 

11.9 

91 

53 


A 


[ Cherokee ■ 

Avant-garde Italo-American 






i 

171 Striking appearance; strong drivetrains; off-road ability of Trailhawk; unique appeal 
[x] Limited rear-seat headroom under full-size sunroof; ninth gear too tall for Australia 



The Pick: Limited's appointments and performance, unless you need Trailhawk's low range 

Sport 

$33,500 

L4 

2.4 

130 229 

A9 

1738 - 

- 

8.3 

91 

53 

08/14 

F 

Longitude 

$39,000 

V6 

3.2 

200 316 

A9 

1834 - 


10.0 

91 

54 


A 

Trallhawk 

$47,500 

V6 

3.2 

200 316 

A9 

1862 - 


10.0 

91 

55 

08/14 

A 

Limited 

$44,000 

V6 

3.2 

200 316 

A9 

1834 - 

- 

10.0 

91_ 

55 


A _ 

Limited 

$49,000 

L4TD 

'2.0 

125 350 

A9 

1854 - 

- 

5.8 

d“ 

55 

12/14 

A 



Grand Cherokee 


Finally worth checking out 


Laredo 
Laredo 
Laredo CRD 
Limited 
Limited CRD 
Limited Hemi 
Overland 
Overland CRD 
Overland Hemi 
Summit Platinum 
SRT8 



ZF eight-speed auto is a sweet shifter; top value; great touchscreen 

1 \E\ Gets a bit fumble-footed on really tight, broken roads; foot park brake digs into shins 
The Pick: V6 petrol is attractively-priced, but the diesel is torquier; the V8 more excitim 

g 

$44,500 

V6 

3.6 

210 347 

A8 

1998 

8.3 - 

10.1 ~ 

91 

' 61 09/13 

R ' 

$48,500 

V6 

3.6 

210 347 

A8 

2084" 

- 

10.4 

91 

57 

A 

$54,500 

V6TD 

3.0 

184 570 

A8 

2267 

8.2 - 

7.5 

D 

62 

A 

$58,000 

V6 

JA 

210 '347 

A8 

2169 ' 

9.1 - 

10.4 

91 ” 

63 

A 

$64,000 

V6TD 

3.0 

184 570 

A8 

2281 

8.2 - 

7.5 

D 

63 

A 

$64,000 

V8 

5.7 

259 520 

A8 

2302 

8.7 - 

13.0 

91 

63 

A 

$68,000 

V6 

’ 3.6 

210 347 

' A8' 

2169 

9.1 - 

10.4 

91 ' 

58 

A 

$74,000 

V6TD 

3.0 

184 570 

A8 

2327" 

8.2 - 

7.5 

D 

63 

A 

$74,000 

'V8 

5.7 

259 520 

' A8 

2329^ 

' 8.7 ' - 

13.0 ' 

95 

63 - 

A 

$78,000 

V6TD 

3.0 

184 570 

A8 

- 

8.2 - 

7.5 

D 

63 

A 

$82,000 

V8 

6.4 

344 624 

A8 

2336 

4.8 - 

14.0 

98 

63 - 

A 


7yr/unlimited km 
www.kia.com.au 


Sharp suit, neat dynamics 


wm 

ji fZI Crisp styling; roomy interior; fun handling on twisty roads; direct-injection 1.6 is quick 

1 IS Dated 1.4-litre engine and outmoded four-speed auto; expensive; no manual with 1.6 

The Pick: Go for the Sport with a direct injection 1.6 GDI and more gear (but no manual!) 

S3dr 

$15,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

M6 

1131 

11.5 

- 

5.7 

91 

46 

04/15 

F 

S3dr 

$17,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

A4 

1158 

13.2 

- 

6.3 

91 

45 

04/15 

F 

S5dr 

$16,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

M6 

1143 

11.5 

- 

5.7 

91 

46 


F 

S5dr 

$18,990 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

A4 _ 

1170 

13.2 

- 

6.3 

91 

46 


X 

S Premium 5dr 

$17,690 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

M6 

1143 

11.5 

- 

5.7 

91 

47 


F 

S Premium 5dr 

$19,690 

L4 

1.4 

79 135 

A4 

1170 

13.2 

- 

6.3 

91 

46 


F 

Sport 3dr 

$21,490 

L4 


103 167 

A6 



- 

6.1 

91 

47 


F 

SLi5dr 

$22,990 

L4 

, 

1.6 

103 167 

A6 

1215 

10.3 

- 

6.1 

91 

48 


F 



More rhythm, less blues 
171 Second-gen Soul maintains the original's look; improved handling; individual appeal 
(^Engine crying outfor a bottom-end; firm ride; uninvolving steering; so-so performance 
The Pick: We'd opt for an entry-level Skoda Yeti, though Soul II is way better than it used to be 



S sedan 
S hatch 
S sedan 
S hatch 

S Premium sedan 
S Premium hatch 
Si sedan 
Si hatch 
SLi sedan 
SLi hatch 



$26,990 

L4 

2.0 

113 

191 

A6 

1405 

10.2 


8.4 

'91 ' 

45 

11/14 

F 

] Cerato 

1 

A giant step forward for Kia 






1 12 Stylish and very roomy; ride/handling tuned for Australia; willing engines; good value 

1 IS Another feel-free Korean steering set-up; sloppy manual shift; not an enthusiast’s car 

The Pick: Base S is the best value, and the 1.8-litre engine copes well enough 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

'178 

M6 

1287 

9.3 

- 

6.6 

91 

50 

F 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

M6 

1308 

10.1 

- 

6.6 

91 

49 

F 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1304 

10.2 

- 

7.1 

91 

50 

06/13 

F 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1325 

9.7 

16.9 

7A 

91 

49 

12/13 

F 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1304 

10.2 

- 

7.1 

91 

51 

F 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1325 

9.7 

16.9 

7.1 

91 

51 " 

F 

$28,990 

L4 

2.0 

129 

209 

A6 

1319 

9.0 

- 

7.4 

91 

52 

F 

$28,990 


2.0 

129 

209 

A6 

1339 

9.3 

- 

7.4 

91 

52 

F 

$31,990 

I4 

2.0 

129 

’209 

A6 

1319 

9.0 

- 

"7.4 

91 

52 

F 

$31,990 

L4 

2.0 

129 

209 

A6 

1339 

9.3 

- 

7.4 

91 

52 

F 


SiGDi 

SiGDi 

T-GDi Turbo 
T-GDi Turbo 


Cerato Koup 


Four-seat coupe bargain ^ .|U 

^ A proper four-seat coupe for peanuts; Turbo’s torque; all-new Koup’s all-round appeal 
IKI Ride turns brittle on 18s; more a GT than a sports coupe; same cabin as regular Cerato 
• The Pick: The Turbo manual mixes solid warm-hatch performance with coupe style 

$24,190 l4 2.0 129 '209 M6 1314 8.4 - 7.3 97 52 F 


$26,490 L4 


2.0 129 209 A6 1337 8.9 


7.4 91 51 


$28,190 

$30,490 


L4T 

'L4T 


JJ> 150 265 
1.6 150'265 


M6 JB70 7.7 
'A6 ’ 1380 ' 7.4 


7.7 ^ 52_ 

" 8.0 ” 91 ” 52 



Like a Veloster, but better 

(71 Grippy handling; cool styling; Recaro seats and great value define Kia’s first hot hatch 
lElTorquey engine should sound better; rubbery gearshift; chassis gets ragged at its limit 
The Pick: With multi-link IRS, Kia's Euro-sourced hot hatch wins over Veloster or Koup 


$29,990 L4T 1.6 150 265 M6 1359 7.7 


7.4 91 51 


$34,990 L4T 1.6 150 265 M6 1359 8.4 16.0 7.4 91 52 04/14 F 

No longer a relic, but still sub-par 

0 Handsome, roomy and loaded with gear (but that’s where the attractions end) 

I^Poor ride quality; road noise; engine lacks refinement; awful steering 
The Pick: Optima ranked last in our mid-sized Megatest. Try Mazda 6 or Liberty 


$31,490 L4 


2.4 148 250 A6 1551 - 


7.9 91 44 


$36,490 L4 2.4 148 250 A6 1551 9.2 76.7 7.9 91 45 01/12 F 


$40,990 L4 


2.4 148 250 A6 1551 9.2 16.7 7.9 91 44_ 03/12 F 

Second gen gets new family face 


s 

SGRDi 

Si 

SiGRDi 

SLi 

SLiGRDi 
Platinum 
Platinum GRDi 


* 10 Diesel torque, ride/handling balance on 16s and good packaging flexibility 

1 IS Petrol engine lacks torque; value not as good as original 

The Pick: Diesel Si - it costs more than the petrol but pays it back in luscious torque 

$30,240 

L4 

2.0 122 

213 

A6 

1582 10.8 - 

7.9 91 

70 08/13 

F 

$34,240 

L4 

2.0 122 

213 

A6 

1582 10.8 - 

7.9 91 

54 

F 

$39,740 

L4 

2.0 122 ^ 

213 

A6 

X582 10.8 ^ 

7.9 9T 

70 

F 

$32,990 

L4TD 

1.7 100 ' 

320 

A6 

1652 12.0 - 

6.4 D 

54 

F 

$36,990 

L4TD 

1.7 100 

320 

A6 

1652 12.0 - 

6.4 D 

55 

F 

f Carnival 


Eight is enough 




1 0 Vastly more refined and better built than the old heap; eight seats; strong diesel; styling 

1 Q] Still drives like a bus; thirsty V6; at 5.1m long, you'll need a McMansion to park it 

The Pick: A diesel Si, which adds sat-nav 

and a reversing camera over the base S 


$41,490 

V6 

3.3 206 

336 

A6 

2048 - 

11.6 91 

59 

F 

$43,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 

A6 

2092 - 

7.7 D 

59 

F 

$45,490 

V6 

3.3 206 

336 

A6 

2048 - 

11.6 91 

59 

F 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 

A6 

2092 - 

XT 

59 

F 

$49,990 

V6 

3.3 206 

336 

A6 ~ 

2048 - 

11.6 91 

60 

F 

$52,490 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 

A6 

2092^ - 

7.7 D 

60 

F 

$58,490 

V6 

373 206 

336 

A6” 

2048^ - 

11.6 ' 91 

61 

F 

$60,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 

440 

A6 

2092 - 

7.7 D 

61 

F 


Sportage 


Refreshed and improved 
0 Sharp looks; loaded cabin ; torquey and thrifty turbo-diesel ; nice handling balance 
[El Ride is a little stiff; seats okay but nothing special; petrol 2.0 tries hard but lacks muscle 
- The Pick: Handles and steers so much better than it used to, while still looking funky-fresh 

$25,990 L4 Z.OIZZ'ZOB M5 1482 - - 8.7 Tl 52 F 


$28,190 L4 2.0 122 205 A6 1482 - 


8.7 91 52 



tolay 


IT’S all power to the latest 
addition to the Lamborghini 
stable, the elaborately named 
Aventador LP750-4 Superveloce. 
Deciphering the name roughly 
translates to a big angry bull that 
happens to be super fast, with 
750 horsepower channelled to all 
four wheels. 

That translates to 552kW, 
which makes the LP750-4 the 
most powerful car on the market, 
marginally outstripping the 
Ferrari F12’s 541kW. 

It’s also one of thirstiest, with 
the 6. 5 -litre atmo V12 slurping 
through 16.0L/100km. 

Then again, the cost of 
premium unleaded is hardly 
likely to be an issue for those 
who have a spare $882,650. 

But, hey, you’ll use it briskly, 
with claimed O-lOOkm/h 
acceleration of 2.8 seconds and a 
top speed of more than 350km/h. 
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KIA - MAZDA 







Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

Si Premium 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 

122 

205 

A6 

1482 

- 

- 

8.7 

91 

50 


F 

SLi 

$34,990 

L4 

2.0 

122 

205 

A6 

1588 

- 

- 

8.8 

91 

50 


A 

SLi 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 

392 

A6 

1588 

- 

- 

7.2 

D 

50 


A 

Platinum 

$38,590 

L4 

2.0 

122 

205 

A6 

1588 

- 

- 

9.2 

91 

50 

08/14 

A 

Platinum 

$41,590 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 

392 

A6 

1588 

- 

- 

7.2 

D 

53 

10/10 

A 



Holiday, celebrate 


. Diesel refinement; equipment; build quality; practicality; safety; handling; warranty 

IZI Getting pricey for a Kia; badge snobbery means buyers may overlook this excellent SUV 
The Pick: SLi diesel gets a decent donk and plenty of kit, including leather and better audio 

$40,990 

V6 

3.3 

199 '318 

A6 

1921 - 

- 

9.9 

91 

54 

F 

$44,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

147 441 

A6 

2036 - 



7.8 

D 

54 

A 

$45,990 

V6 

3.3 

199 318 

A6 

1921 - 

- 

9.9 

91 

52 

F 

$49,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

147 441 

A6 

2036 - 

- 

7.8 

D 

53 

A 

$55,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

147 441 

A6 

2036 9.5 

16.8 

7.8 

D 

54 

09/15 A 


Lamborghini 


2yr/unlimited 

www.lamborghini.com.au 


Front up to the bull bar 
Quicker, more powerful and even more manic than the Gallardo it replaces 
(Hi More expensive than the Gallardo; loss of steering feel; nannies leave us alone! 
The Pick: The one the parking valet at the casino mistakenly hands you the keys to 


$428,000 V10 


5.2 449 560 S7 1422 3.2 

Waves the Italian flagship 


12.5 98 57 08/14 A 



^ Italian heart with German (Audi) quality results in a winning new-age supercar 
[Rl Not quite as savage as previous Lambo flagships; tall people get ready to duck down 
- The Pick: Just buy one. Blue flames come out the exhaust. Flames! 


$754,600 V12 6.5 

515 690 S7 

1575 2.9 

- 

16.0_ 

98 

57 _ 

07/14 

A 

$882,650 'V12 '6.5 

'552' 690 S7' 

1525 '2.8 ' 

- 

16.0 

98 



A 

$795,000 V12 6.5 

515 690 S7 

1575 3.0 

- 

16.0 

98 

~5r 

11/12 

A 


Land Rover 


3yr/100,000km 

www.landrover.com.au 


90 Wagon 
110 Station Wagon 


Kicks dirt in the face of soft-roaders 

0 Go-anywhere ability; retro appeal and authentic design; aluminium body (really!) 

\ [SJSlow, basic; world’s largest turning circle; interior feels decades old (oh, hang on ... it is) 
The Pick: The longer 110 is (marginally) more comfortable and with plenty of rugged charm 

$42,800 L4TD 2.2 90 360 M6 T887 15.8 - lO.O D 60 A 



$47,500 L4TD 


Discovery Sport 


^2 90 360 M6 1975 15.8 - 

Freelander replacement scores 


60 


TD4SE 

TD4SE 

SD4SE 

SD4SE 

Si4SE 

TD4HSE 

TD4HSE 

SD4HSE 

SD4HSE 

SD4HSE Luxury 

SD4HSE Luxury 


1 IZI Styling ; interior design, space and flexibility; dynamics and traction ; competitive prices 

1 ^ Engines soon replaced by J-LR’s new Ingenium family; third-row seats’ poor vision 

The Pick: Grab an SD4 with the nine-speed and choose between five or seven seats 

$53,300 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

M6 

1765 

11.7 - 

6.1 

D 

61 


A 

$55,800 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

A9 

1775 

10.3 - 

6.1 

D 

61 


A 

$56,500 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

M6 

1765 

10.4 - 

6.1 

D 

61 


A 

$59,000 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

A9 

1775 

8.9 - 

6.1 

D 

61 


A 

$59,000 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A9 

1744 

8.2 - 

8.0 

95 

61 


A 

$57,900 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

M6 

1785 

11.7 - 

6.1 

D 

61 


A 

$60,400 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

A9 

1805 

10.3 - 

6.1 

D 

61 


A 

$61,100 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

M6 

1785 

10.4' - 

6.1 

’ D 

'61 


A 

$63,600 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

A9 

1805 

8.9 - 

6.1 

D 

61 


A 

$66,500 

L4TD 

‘2.2 140 420 

M6 

1785 ' 

10.4' - " 

^ 6.1 

D 

'61 


' A ^ 

$69,000 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

A9 

1805 

9.9 17.1 

6.1 

D 

61 

08/15 

A 


Baby of the Range 


mmi 

0 Fantastic looks, premium cabin, lovely ride and refinement - it’s a proper Range Rover 
nn steering lacks precision of X3 ; pricey options; rear visibility; 3dr cost $1500 more! ! 

The Pick: Pure Si4 - best-value spec teamed with the sweetest drivetrain of the range 

Pure eD4 

$49,995 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 


5.0 

D 

65 

11/12 

F 

Pure eD4 Coupe 

$51,495 

’L4TD 

2.2 

110 ' 

^380 

' M6 

1595 

^ 11.2 

- 

'4.9 

D 

65 


F 

Pure TD4 

$53,395 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 


A 

Pure TD4 

$55,875 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

' 6.0 

D 

65 


A 

Pure TD4 Coupe 

$54,895 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 


A 

Pure TD4 Coupe 

$57,375 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 


A 

Pure SD4 

$57,395 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 


5.7 

D 

66 


A 

Pure SD4 

$59,875 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

6.0 

D 

66 


A 

Pure SD4 Coupe 

$58,895 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

66 


A 

Pure SD4 Coupe 

$61,375 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

5.8 

D 

66 


A 

Pure Si4 

$61,165 

L4T 

' 2.0 

177 

"340 

A9~ 

1640 

7.6 ’ 

- 

7.8 

95 

"66' 


A 

Pure Si4 Coupe 

$62,320 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 


A 

Dynamic eD4 

$63,815 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

5.0 

D 

65 


F 

Dynamic eD4 Coupe 

$65,315 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

4.9 

D 

65 


F 

Dynamic TD4 

$67,215 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 


A 

Dynamic TD4 

$69,695 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 


A 

Dynamic TD4 Coupe $68,715 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

'400 

~M6 

’ 1670 

10.8 ' 

- 

' 5.7 

D 

65 


A 

Dynamic TD4 Coupe $71,195 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 


A 

Dynamic SD4 

$71,215 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

10/11 

A 

Dynamic SD4 

$73,695 

L4TD 

2.2 

140’ 

420 

A9 ' 

1685 

8.5 ' 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 


A 

Dynamic SD4 Coupe $72,715 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

10/11 

A 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torgue Trans. 

Kerb^^ 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuei 

RON 

Resaie issue 
% tested 

Drive 

Dynamic Si4 

$74,180 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 


7.8 


66 

A 

Dynamic Si4 Coupe 

$75,680 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 


7.8 

95 

66 

A 

Prestige eD4 

$69,295 

'l4TD 

2.2 110 '380 


'1595 

11.2 ' 

- 

5.0 

D 

65 

F 

Prestige eD4 Coupe 

$70,795 

L4TD 

2.2 110 380 

M6 

'T595 

11.2 


4.9 

D 

65 

F 

Prestige TD4 

$72,695 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige TD4 

$75,175 

L4TD 

2.2 110 _400 

A9 

J685 

9.6 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige TD4 Coupe 

$74,195 

L4TD 

2.2 110 ’400 

M6 

*1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige TD4 Coupe 

$76,675 

L4TD 

2.2 110 400 

A9 

1685 

9.6_ 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 


Prestige SD4 

$76,695 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 

$79,175 

L4TD 

2.2 140 420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 Coupe 

$78,195 

L4T^ 

2.2 140 420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 Coupe 

$80,675 

L4TD 

'2.2 146" 420 

’a9 ' 

' 1680 

8.5" 

- 

'5.8 ' 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige Si4 

$79,580 

L4T 

2.0 177 ~3~40 

A9_ 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 

A 

Prestige Si4 Coupe 

$81,080 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 ' 

A9 

1640 ' 

7.6 


7.8 

95 

'66' 

A 


1 Discovery | 

Lovely to look at, brilliant off-road 




0 Swish interior; brilliant off-road talent; gutsy 3.0 diesel ; cleverness everywhere 
f^Heavy and hard to park; lag from single turbo diesel ; options can add up 



The Pick: Disco 4 kills Prado for polish and dynamics. SDV6 worth the step 


TDV6 

$68,940 

V6TD 

3.0 155 520 

'A8 

2558' 

'10.7 

- 

8.8 

D 

66 

A 

SDV6SE 

$84,040 

V6TTD 

3.0 183 600 

A8 

2558 

9.3 


8.8 

D 

67 

A 

SDV6HSE 

$95,340 

V6TTD 

3.0 183 .600 

_A8 

2558 

9.3 

- 

8.8 

D 

68 

A 

V6 S/C SE 

$84,040 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

2558 

8.1 

- 

12.0 

98 

67 

A 

V6 S/CHSE 

$95,340 

V6S 

■3.0 '250' 450 

A8 

2558 

8.1 

- 

12.0 

98 

'67 ' 

A 



0 Weight loss brings real dynamic cohesion; cabin feels special; great off-road 

Needs Terrain Response to really shine off-road; third row seats tight 



The Pick: The V8S if your wallet can handle it; otherwise the swift and accomplished SDV6 

STDV6 

$90,900 

V6TTD 

3.0 

190 

600 

A8 

2115 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

D 

64 

A 

SETDV6 

$102,300 

V6TTD^ 

3.0 

190 ' 

600 

A8 

2115 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

D 

64 01/14 

A 

SE 

$108,410 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

2144 

7.2 

- 

11.3 

95 

63 

A 

SESDV6 

$113,100 ' 

V6TTD 

'3.0 215 ' 

600 

'a8 

'2115 ' 

' 7.4 

' 15.4 

7.5 

"d 

61 01/15 

A 

HSE 

$128,510 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

2144 

7.2 

- 

11.3 

95 

61 

A 

HSESDV6 

$130,100 

V6TTD 

3.0 215 

600 

A8 

2115 

7.2 

- 

7.5 

D 

61 

A 

HSETDV8 

$145,310 

V8TTD 

4.4 250 

740 

A8 

2398 

6.9 

- 

8.7 

D 

55 

A 

HSE Dynamic TDV8 

$152,910 

V8TTD 

4.4 250 

740 

A8 

2398 

6.9 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 

A 

HSE SDV6 Hybrid 

$146,900 

V6TTDH3.0 250 

700 

A8 


6.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

61 

A 

HSE Dynamic 

$160,810 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 

2310 

5.3 

- 

13.8 

95 

61 

A 

Autobiography SDV6$152,500 

V6TTD 

3.0 215 

600 

'a8 

2115 

7.2 

- 

7.5 

D 

61 

A ' 

A'biog SDV6 Hybrid 

$174,700 

V6TTD113.0 250 

700 

A8 


6.7 



6.4 

D 

61 

A 

Autobiography Dyn' 

$191,510 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 

2^0 

5.3* 

- 

13.8 

95 

60 

A 


Range Rover 


The rock star's 4WD is reborn 


(^1 



0 Hard to beat off-road; brilliant interior; superb engines; sumptuous ride 

1 (jQ Bloody expensive; petrol still thirsty; big Rangie still a bit cumbersome round corners 

The Pick: 4.4-litre SDV8 and eight-speed auto a superb combo, but all are desirable 

TDV6HSE 

$170,400 

V6TTD 3.0 190 

600 

A8 2160 7.9 - 

6.9 D 

63 



3.0 SC HSE 

$170,400 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 2330 7.4 - 

11.5 ■ 95 

63 


A 

TDV6 Vogue 

$179,800 

V6TTD 3.0 190 

600 

A8 2160 7.9 - 

6.9 D 

63 


A 

TDV6 Vogue LWB 

$189,100 

V6TTD 3.0 190 

600 

A8 2301 8.3 - 

7.5 D 

63 


A 

3.0 SC Vogue 

$189,910 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 2330 7.4 - 

11.5 95 

63 


A 

SDV8 Vogue 

$200,610 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 2360 6.9 - 

8.7 D 

63 


A 

SDV8 Vogue LWB 

$206,400 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 7.2 - 

8.7 D 

63 


A 

SDV8 Vogue SE 

$222,610 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 2360 6.9 - 

8.7 D 

63 

05/13 

A 

SDV8 Vogue SE LWB $225,600 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 7.2 - 

8.7 D 

63 

05/13 

A 

SDV8 A'biography 

$240,310 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 2360 6.9 - 

8.7 D 

64 


A 

SDV8 A'biog LWB 

$252,110 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 7.2 - 

8.7 D 

64 


A 

5.0 SC Vogue SE 

$231,900 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

■A8 2330 5.4 - 

13.8 95 

63 


A 

5.0 SC Vogue SE LWB$238,400 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 2413 5.8 - 

13.8 95 

63 


A 

5.0 SC A'biography 

$253,110 

V8S 

“5.0^7^ 

625 

A8 2330 5.4 - 

13.8" 95 ■ 

63 


A 

5.0 SC A'biog LWB 

$265,010 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 2413 5.8 - 

13.8 95 

64 


A 





LDV 


3yr/100.000km 

www.ldvautomotive.com.au 


China's latest budget arrival 

S More seats than you'll ever need; decent interior presentation; VW-inspired details 
[^Resale question mark on this unknown brand; 2.0-litre turbo drinks premium unleaded 
The Pick: The nine-seater has a genuine USP, if carrying people on the cheap is everything 


2.0 165 345 
2.0 165 345 


2057 

2107 


21.7 

11.7 


Lexus 


4yr/100, 000km 
www.lexus.com.au 


More appealing than Prius 
0 Lexus quality and efficient hybrid tech in concentrated form 
^Electric steering is disappointing; far from dynamic; clumsy styling; tight back seat 


$37,990 

L4H 

1.8 

O' 

0 

142 

'c 

'1465 

10.3 - 

4.1 

95 

57 'O6/II 

F 

$46,990 

L4H 

1.8 

100 

142 

C 

1465 

10.3 - 

4.1 

95 

53 

F 

$54,990 

L4H 

1.8 

100 ■ 

142 

C 

1465 

'10.3 - 

4.1 

'95 

54 

F 
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Showroom 


Takes fight to BMW 



i 0 Brilliantly balanced; crisp chassis and steering; excellent quality; likeable Hybrid; value 

1 ^ Carry-over 2.5-litre V6 is thirsty and coarse, especially compared to the punchy hybrid 


The Pick: While we wait for the new four-pots, 300h Luxury offers unexpected appeal 


250 Luxury 

$54,000 

V6 

2.5 

153 

252 

A6 

8.1 - 

9.2 

95 

49 


R 

250 F-Sport 

$61,973 

V6 

2.5 

153 _ 

252 

, A6 _ 

8.1 - 

9.2 _ 

95 

,51 _ 


R 

250 Sports Luxury 

$73,610 

V6 

2.5 

153 

252 

A6 

1645 8.1 - 

9.2 

95 

51 


R 

300h Luxury 

$57,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 

221 

C 

8.5 - 

4.9 

95 

50 


R 

300h F-Sport 

$65,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 

221 

G 

1720 ^8.5 

4.9_ 

95 

, 51_ 


R 

350 Luxury 

$61,973 

V6 

. 3.5 

233 

378 

A8 . 

- J 5.9 - 

9.7 2 

95 

' 5J_ 


R 

350 F-Sport 

$69,610 

V6 

' 3.5 

233 

378 

A8 

6.6 14.6 

9.7 

95 

51 

09/13 

R 

350 Sports Luxury 

$81,610 

V6 

3.5 

233 

378 

A8 

1685 5.9 - 

9.7 

95 

51 


R 


Two-door with punch ... and a thirst 


350 Luxury 

0 V8 sounds fantastic; great balance; punchy V6 delivers on power; styling has presence 
IHI Heavy and thirsty for a sporty two-door; on-centre play in steering ; interior lacks sparkle 
The Pick: 350 F-Sport - much of the F's performance and appearance without the price tag 

$65,610 V6 3.5 233 378 A8 ‘ 1680 ' 6.1 - 9.4 95 56 R 

350 F-Sport 

350 Sports Luxury 

F 

F Garbon 

$73,610 V6 3.5 

233 

378 A8 

6.1 

- 

9.4 

95 

56 


_R 

$85,610 V6 3.5 

233 

378 A8 

174 0 6.1 

- 

9.4 

95 

56 


R 

$133,110 V8 ' 5.0 

351 

530 A8 ■ 

1780' 4.5 ' 

- 

10.9 

98 

53 


R 

$147,110 V8 5.0 

351 

530 A8 

1860 4.5 

- 

10.9 

98 

53 


R 



300h Luxury 
300h Sports Luxury $69,500 
350 Luxury 
350 Sports Luxury 


250 Luxury 
250 F-Sport 
300h Luxury 
300h F-Sport 


Retiree's Lexus returns 
W\ Typical Lexus build quality combined with golf-bag-friendly boot and refined drivetrains 
O Front-drive ES is the antithesis of the sporty IS and GS; smaller boot on hybrid 
- The Pick: Either the IS or GS, or buy Australian-made and go for a Camry/Aurion 

1685 ' 8.5^ - 
8.5 - 


$60,500 L4H 2.5 151 213 C 


L4H 2.5 151 213 


1705 


5.5 

5.5 


01/14 


350 F-Sport 
350 Sports Luxury 
450h F-Sport 



$61,973 

V6 

3.5 

204 346 

A6 

1630 

■ 7.4 - 

9.5 

95 

51 


F 

$70,610 

V6 

3.5 

204 346 

A6 

1665 

7.4 - 

9.5 

95 

51 


F 

|gs 

■ 

Pleasant, but outclassed 






0 Slick new interior teams with superb drivetrains and much-improved dynamics 
(^Steering lifeless; handling one-dimensional and hobbled by intrusive ESC 
- The Pick: 350 and 450h go hard, but highlight the chassis’ limitations; 250 is sweet to drive 

$72,110 

V6 

2.5 

154 252 

A6 

1720 

8.6 - 

9.3 

95 

52 


R 

$80,110 

V6 

2.5 

j54 252 

A6 

1720 

_8.6 _ - 

9.3 

95 

48 


R 

$75,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 221 

C 

1820 ' 

- ' 

5.2 ‘ 

95 

'46 


' R ^ 

$83,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 221 

G 

1820 

- 

5.2 

95 

46 

12/14 

R 

^ $98,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 221 

G 

1820 

- 

5.2 

95 

46 


R 

$95,610 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 

A8 

1740 

6.3 14.4 

9.7 

95 

46 

08/12 

R 

$107,110 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 

A8 

1740 

6.0 - 

9.7 

95 

46 


R 

$108,000 

V6H 

_ 3.5 

254 - 

G 

1910 

5.9 ■ - 

6.3 

95 

46 

07/12 

R 

f $119,500 

’ V6H 

3.5 

254 - 

C 

1910 

5.9 - 

6.3 

95 

46 


R 


Smooth-sailing flagship 
^ Mind-blowing tech ; flawless fit and finish ; eerily-quiet cabin ; silky eight-speed auto 
IS Doesn’t sound like a V8 until you get stuck into it; lacks personality 
The Pick: 600hL - uninspiring, but a 7 Series with this much kit would cost your first-born 


460 F-Sport 
460 Sports Luxury 
600h F-Sport 
600hL 4-seat 
600hL 5-seat 



$'182,610 

V8 

” 4.6 

285 

493 

A8 2020 5.9 


10.7 

95 39 R 

$187,610 

V8 

4.6 

285 

493 

A8 2080 5.9 

- 

10.7 

95 45 ' ' R 

$210,110 

V8H 

5.0 

290 

520 

A8 2340 5.7 

- 

8.6 

95 42 R 

$250,610 

V8H 

5.0 

290 

520 

A8 

- 

' 8.6 

95 41 R 

$240,610 

V8H 

5.0 

290 

520 

A8 

- 

8.6 

95 41 R 

[NX 

■ 

Goes better than it looks 



0 Eye-catching (if polarising) design; quality interior; punchy turbo- 

petrol four-cylinder 

1 [x] A 2005 RAV4 in drag, with packaging compromises; smaller than its rivals 

The Pick: New 2.0-litre turbo brings better performance, with F-Sport the sharpest 

$52,500 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 1700 7.3 

- 

7.7 

95 54 F 

$55,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

G 1740 9.1 

- 

5.6 

95 56 F 

$57,000 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 1755 7.1 

- 

7.9 

95 54 A 

$59,500 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 1800 9.1 

- 

5.7 

95 56 A 

$63,127 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 1755 7.1 


7.9 

95 55 A 

$66,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

G 1800 8.9 

16.4 

5.7 

95 54 08/15 A 

$72,110 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 ' 1860 7.1 

- 

7.9 

95 53 'a 

' $75,000 

' L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

G 1895 9.f 

- 

5.7 

95 55 A 


Sharper nose, sharper F-Sport variants 



0 Feels well put together; silky V6; bombarded with equipment 

\E\ It’s heavy and quite old; ageing interior; front-drive four-cylinder RX270 bloody slow 



The Pick: 450h is quick. 

yet sips like a hatchback, but the petrol V6s 

are better to drive 


270 

$64,110 

L4 

2.7 

138 

252 

A6 

1950 11.0 

- 

9.7 

91 

58 

F 

350 Luxury 

$73,110 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 

2085 8.0 

- 

10.8 

95 

56 

A 

350 F-Sport 

$81,110 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 

2085 8.0 

- 

10.8 

95 

56 

A 

350 Sports Luxury 

$89,610 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 

2085 8.0 

- 

10.8 

95 

52 

A 

450h Luxury 

$80,000 

V6H 

3.5 

220 

317 

G 

2205 7.8 

- 

6.3 

95 

56 

A 

450h F-Sport 

$87,000 

V6H 

3.5 

220 

317 

C 

2205 7.8 

- 

6.3 

95 

56 

A 

450h Sports Luxury $97,000 

V6H 

3.5 

220 

317 

C 

2205 7.8 

- 

6.3 

95 

56 

A 



LandCruiser with Lexus kit and thirsty V8 
Clever suspension and crawl-control broaden LX’s skill set; bigger V8 and six-speed auto 
IS Massive, truck-like to drive; no diesel option; expensive 
The Pick: A LandCruiser Sahara - better value, diesel engine and same off-road ability 

$134,310 V8 5.7^0 530 A6^ 2750 7.8 - 14.8 95 6T 09/11 



Lotus 


2yr/unlimited 

www.lotuscars.com.au 


Fast and fun, but wildly impractical 


0 Cool looks; telepathic steering (at speed); suspension and brakes a joy (at speed) 

. EJCramped and noisy for day- 

to-day driving; definitely intended as a track-day weapon 

The Pick: If you live next to a racetrack, the S. If you want peace and quiet. 

look elsewhere 

$74,990 L4 

1.6 100 

160 

M6 

876 

6.5 - 

6.3 91 

64 

R 

$74,990 L4 

1.6 100 

160 

M6 

852 

6.5 - 

6.3 91 

64 

R 

$84,990 L4S 

1.8 163” 

250 

M6 

880 

4.6 - 

7.5 95 

64 

R 

$84,990 L4S 

1.8 163 

250 

M6 

880 

4.6 - 

7.5 95 

64 

R 



Race car for the road 
0 Blown Toyota V6 gives the Exige the performance to match its brilliant handling 
[SNot for claustrophobes, or conservatives, or anyone into the tactility of interior plastics 
The Pick: Go the Roadster - it’s a proper sports car and getting in with the roof down is easier 







3.5 258 400 M6 1176 4.0 


3.5 258 400 A6 1182 3.9 


10.1 95 64 


3.5 258 400 
3.5 258 400 


1166 

1172 


4.0 

3.9 


10.1 

10.1 





Sport 

MC 



Neo hatch 
Neo hatch 
Neo sedan 
Neo sedan 
Maxx hatch 
Maxx hatch 
Maxx sedan 
Maxx sedan 
Genki hatch 
Genki hatch 


Neo hatch 
Neo hatch 


Chassis smarts now with blown brawn 
0 Exotic looks ; individual appeal ; one of the best chassis' on the planet 
[E] Start ticking options and price can soar to $200K; a Porsche is a smarter bet 
The Pick: Briiiiant dynamics, but $200K is second-hand Carrera S money... 

~R^ 

R 


$152,990 V6$ 3.5 258 400 M6 1437 4.8 - 9.1 95 64 

$161,990 V6$ 3.5 258 400 A6 1491 5.0 - 9.7 95 64 


Maserati 


3yr/unlimited 

www.maserati.com.au 


Look out, Germany! 

0 Finally, a talented, beautiful and fast Italian alternative to the default German luxo sedans 
IE] Heavy; misses out on active safety tech of German rivals; classic V8 sound is no longer 
The Pick: Surely the throaty G hibli S, thou gh th e thrifty Diesel offers tem pting v alue 

$138,900 V6TD ^ 3.0 202 600 'aO d835 6.3 - 5.9 D 48 ' 


$169,900 V6TT 

3.0 301 

550 A8 

1810 ' 5.0 - 10l4'98 

48 R 

1 Quattroportel 

1 ^ ijxn style at its finest 

0 Brilliant chassis balance; twin-turbo V6 a decent replacement for the previous V8 

1 [HlNew engines sound dull compared with throaty old V8; Chrysler cabin bits; ride flaws 

The Pick: GTS remains the pinnacle of Italian luxury motoring 

$198,800 V6Tp_ 

3.0 202 

600 A8 

1885 6.4 - 6.2 D 

50 10/14 R 

$240,000 V6TT 

3.0 301 

550 'a8 

i 860 ' 5.1 - 10.4 95 

49 06/14 R 

$319,800 V8TT 

3.8 390 

650 A8 

1900 4.7 - 11.8 98 

49 03/14 R 


GranTurism 


ij~rhe name says it all 

0 Supremely capable grand tourer; useful rear-seat; oozes style and character 
[^Base version lacks dynamic resolve beyond eight-tenths and needs more grunt 
The Pick: Stradale blends Italian-supermodel flair with a soundtrack to die (or kill) for 

$295,000 V8~ 4.7 338' 520 A6 1880' 4.8 - 14.3 95 48 

$319,000 \/8 4.7 338 520 A6 1880 4.7 - 14.5 95 48 


$345,000 V8 

4.7 338 520 S6 

1880 4.5 - 15.4 98 

48 

R 

1 GranCabrio B 

Italian V8 symphony, amplified 



1 0 Cloth lid doesn’t add too much extra weight; glorious flood of V8 decibels with roof down 

1 0 Expensive and doesn’t look great roof-up; dynamics still more cruiser than bruiser 

The Pick: An Italian supermodel with her top off? Hell, yeah... 

$328,000 V8 

4.7 323 

490 A6 

1980 4.8 - 15.2 95 

50 

R 

$338,000 V8 

4.7 331 

510 S6 

1980 4.7 - 14.5 95 

50 

R 

$355,000 V8 

4.7 338 

520 S6 

1973 4.5 - 14.5 95 

49 

R 


Mazda 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mazda.com.au 




The baby's all grown up... 



“iT 

0 Sensational manual gearshift; stunning engine tractability; classy dash; fun handling 

[^Steering should be sharper off-centre; road noise could be reduced; firm ride 


The Pick: Maxx manual hatch with red trim option and extra safety kit - a 

superb little car 

$14,990 

L4 

1.5 79 ' 

139 

M6 1025 - - 5.4 

91 

51 ' 

F 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 79 

139 

A6 1043 10.7 17.5 5.5 

91 

51 03/15 

F 

$14,990 

L4 

' 1.5 79 " 

139 

M6 1035 - - 5.4 

' 91 

51 

> _ 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 79 

139 

A6 1059 - - 5.5 

91 

51 10/15 

F 

$17,690 

L4 

1.5 81 

141 

M6 1035 - - 5.2 

91 

52 

F 

$19,690 

L4 

1.5 81 

141 

A6 1047 - - 4.9 

91 

52 

F 

$17,690 

L4 

1.5 81 

141 

M6 1045 - - 5.2 

91 

52 

F 

$19,690 

L4 

1.5 81 

141 

A6 1060 - - 4.9 

91 

52 

F 

$20,690 

L4 

1.5 81 

141 

M6 1035 - - 5.2 

91 

54 

F 

$22,690 

L4 

1 . 5 ' 81 

141 

A6 1047 - - 4.9 ’ 

' 91 

53 10/14 

F 


1“ 

Popular appeal 




, 0 Stylish and well-built; dynamics great when pushed to the limit; SP25'! 

s grunt and value 

; EHlRide and refinement still can’t match Golf; 2.0-litre lacks bottom-end torque 


The Pick: The SP25 GT manual - a fun, cool, sharp-handling, nicely kitted sporty hatch 

$20,490 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

M6 1271 9.2 16.5 5.9 

91 

54 03/14 

F 

$22,490 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

A6 1305 - - 5.8 

91 

52 

F 
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MAZDA - MINI 






Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested Drive 

Neo sedan 

$20,490 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

M6 

1267 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

54 

F 

Neo sedan 

$22,490 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

A6 

1301 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

52 

F 

Maxx hatch 

$22,390 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

M6 

1266 

- 

- 

5.9 

91 

54 

F 

Maxx hatch 

$24,390 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

A6 

1300 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

54 

F 

Maxx sedan 

$22,390 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

M6 

1262 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

54 

F 

Maxx sedan 

$24,390 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

A6 

1296 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

54 

F 

Touring hatch 

$24,790 

_L4 

2.0 J14 _ 

200 

_M6_ 

1271 

- 

- 

5.9 

91 

54 

F 

Touring hatch 

$26,790 

'l4 

2.0 ’l14 ’ 

200 

’a6' 

1304 


- 

5.8 ' 

91 

’ 54’ 

F ' 

Touring sedan 

$24,790 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

M6 

1266 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

54 

F 

Touring sedan 

$26,790 

L4 

2.0 114 

200 

A6 

1300 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

54 

F 

SP25 hatch 

$25,190 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1308 

7.9 

15.5 

6.5 

91 

54 

11/14 F 

SP25 hatch 

$27,190 

_L4 

2.5J38 

250 

^ A6 

1339 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 

54 

F__ 

SP25 sedan 

$25,190 

_L4 

2.5^38' 

250 ^ 

_M6_' 

1302^ 


- 

. 6-5 _ 

91 

_54_ 

F 

SP25 sedan 

$27,190 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1334 

- 

- 

6.0 , 

91 

54 

F 

SP25GT hatch 

$29,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1325 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

56 

F 

SP25GT hatch 

$31,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1357 

7.9 

15.7 

6.1 

91 

54 

03/14 F 

SP25GT sedan 

$29,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1320 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

56 

03/14 F 

SP25GT sedan 

$31,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1351 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

54 

F , 

SP25Astina hatch 

$35,040 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1342 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

. 57, 

F 

SP25Astina hatch 

$37,040 

’ L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 ' 

137b 

- 


6.1 

91 

’ 56 

F 

SP25Astina sedan 

$35,040 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1336 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

57 

F 

SP25Astina sedan 

$37,040 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1368 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

56 

F 

XD Astina hatch 

$39,290 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 

M6 

1448 

7.7 

- 

5 

D 

57 

11/14 F 

XD Astina hatch 

$41,290 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 

A6 

1465 

8.4 

- 

5 

D 

57 

F 



Style and (subdued) sports 
Looks good and handles well; stunning diesel; great economy; vastly improved interior 
[E)l9s spoii the ride a bit; shaiiow boot in sedan ; dynamicaiiy not quite a match for Mondeo 
The Pick: A wagon - any of ’em - due to its smarter packaging and athietic styie 


$32,540 L4 


2.5 138 250 A6 1462 8.2 


6.6 91 55 03/13 F 


$33,840 L4 


2.5 138 250 A6 1484 8.2 - 6.6 91 55 


Touring sedan 

$37,280 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1471 

7.6 

15.5 

6.6 

91 

54 

02/15 

F 

Touring sedan 

$40,480 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1541 

8.4 

- 

5.4 

D 

54 


F 

Touring wagon 

$38,580 

L4 

2.5 

138^ 

'250" 

A6 ' 

1494" 

8.2 

15.9' 

6.6 ' 

91 

' 50 

04/14 

F 

Touring wagon 

$41,780 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1561 

8.4 

- 

5.4 

D 

50 


F 

GT sedan 

$42,720 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1501 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

55 


F 

GT sedan 

$45,920 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1571 

8.4 

~ 

5.4 

D 

50 


F 

GT wagon 

$44,020 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1524 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

55 


F 

GT wagon 

$47,220 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1591 

8.2 

16.1 

8.4 

D 

50 

07/15 " 

F 

Atenza sedan 

$46,420 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1503 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

55 

04/15 

F 

Atenza sedan 

$49,620 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129’ 

420 

A6 

"1573 ' 

'8.4 

- 

5.4 ^ 

D 

55 


F 

Atenza wagon 

$47,720 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1626 

8.2 

- 

6.6 

91 

55 


F 

Atenza wagon 

$50,920 

L4TTD 

2.2 

'129' 

420 

A6 

'1594 

8.5 

- 

6.0 

D 

55 


’ F 


1 MX-5 

■ 

Join the queue 


■ 

_ 




73 

ESli 

0 All-new MX-5 channels original NA's simplicity; great steering and grip; zippy 1.5 
\E\ No steering reach adjustment; engine note not as sweet and busier ride of the 2.0-liti 

'e 


The Pick: The big block' 

s punch is tempting but 1.5 is the go, with a manual 'box 


1.5 Roadster 

$31,990 

L4 

1.5 

96 

150 

M6 

1009 

8.3 

- 

6.1 

95 

64 

09/15 

~R~ 

1.5 Roadster 

$33,990 

L4 

1.5 

96 

150 

A6 

1032 

8.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

62 


R 

1.5 Roadster GT 

$37,990 

L4 

1.5 

96 

150 

M6 

1009 

8.3 

- 

6.1 

95 

65 


R 

1.5 Roadster GT 

$39,990 

L4 

1.5 

96 

150 

A6 

1032 

8.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

64 


R 

2.0 Roadster 

$34,490 

L4 

'2.0 

118 

200 

'’M6 

"1033" 

7.3 

- 

6.9 

95' 

'64' 


R ' 

2.0 Roadster 

$36,490 

L4 

2.0 

118 

200 

A6 

1057 

7.3 

- 

7.1 

95 

64 


R 

2.0 Roadster GT 

$39,550 

L4 

2.0 

118 

200 

M6 

1033 

7.3 

- 

6.9 

95 

65 

09/15 

R 

2.0 Roadster GT 

$41,550 

L4 

2.0 

118 

200 

A6 

1057 

7.3 

^ _ 

7.1 

95 

65 

R 



Big range, with sweet spots 
Striking styiing; broad model range; AWD’s balanced and involving chassis; cool factor 
[x] Front-drive diesel misses the dynamic mark; noisy petrol engine; rear-seat side vision 
The Pick: Either an sTouring or Akari petrol manual, or one of the great-handling AWDs 


Neo 

$19,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

M6 

1193 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 

50 


F 

Neo 

$21,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1226 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 

50 


F 

Maxx 

$22,390 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

M6 

1193" 

- 

- 

6.3 

’91 ' 

52 


F 

Maxx 

$24,390 

L4 

2.0 

109 192 

■ A6' 

1226 


- 

'6.1 

91 

■50' 


' F 

Maxx Diesel 

$26,790 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

270 

A6 

1262 

- 

- 

4.8 

D 

52 

05/15 

F 

MaxxAWD 

$26,390 

L4 

2.0 

109' 

"192 

A6' 

1294 

- 

- 

'e.i 

91 

52 


'a ' 

sTouring 

$26,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

M6 

1193 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 

52 

05/15 

F 

sTouring 

$28,990 

_L4 

2.0 

'109 

192 

' A6 

1226 

8.9 ‘ 

16.4 

'6.1 

91 

52 

05/15 


sTouring AWD 

$30,990 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

'1294 


- 

6.7 

91 

54 


'a 

sTouring AWD Diesel 

$33,390 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

270 

A6 

1356 

- 

- 

5.1 

D 

52 


A ' 

Akari 

$31,290 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

M6 

1219 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 

54 


F 

Akari 

$33,290 

L4 

2.0 

109 

192 

A6 

1252 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 

52 


F 

Akari AWD 

$35,290 

L4 

2.0 

109 192 

A6 

1332 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 

54 

05/15 

A 

Akari AWD Diesel 

$37,690 

L4TD 

1.5 

77 

270 

A6 

1368 

- 

- 

5.1 

D 

54 


A 


Class-leading compact SUV 


MaxxFWD 

MaxxFWD 

Maxx 

Maxx Sport FWD 
Maxx Sport 
Maxx Sport 
Grand Touring 


r E Excellent dynamics (and not just for an SUV); well-packaged cabin ; drivetrain efficiency 
■ [ 32.0 petrol needs revs to perform; no rear-seat air vents; steering freeze under load 

The Pick: Diesel Maxx Sport is one of the best compact SUVs on-sale in Australia 

$27,190 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 1443 - 

- 

6.4 

91 

57 


F 

$29,190 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 1475 - 

- 

6.4 

91 

57 


F 

$32,190 

L4 

2.5" 

138 

250 ' 

A6 ' 1556 - 

- 

7.4 

91 

56' 


A 

$32,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 1482 - 

- 

6.4 

91 

59 


F 

$35,790 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 1559 9.3 

16.7 

7.4 

91 

57 

08/14 

A 

$38,990 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129' 

420 

' A6‘ 1633 8.0 ' 

15.8 

5.7 

D 

57 

06/12 

A ' 

$43,390 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 1612 8.4 

16.0 

7.4 

91 

57 

11/15 

A 


Grand Touring 

Akera 

Akera 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 Fuel 

weight km/h metres cons. RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested Drive 

$46,590 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 

Tb" 

1685 - - 5.7 D 

"sT" 

06/13 A 

$47,410 

L4 

2.5 138^ 

250 

A6 

1614 ^ - J^4 _ 91_ 

57 

A 

$50,610 

L4TTd" 

2.2 129' 

420 

A6' 

1687 - - 5.7 D 

58 ' 

03/15 A 

1 CX-9 

Seven-seat SUV has extra room to zoom 

bl Disciplined handling; stacks of space, even in third row; silken drivetrain 
[E] Sharp-edged imperfections jar through firm suspension and low-profile rubber 
• The Pick: New $44K front-drive Classic has its eye on Territory and Kluger 

$43,770 

V6 

3.7 204 

366 

A6 

1939 - - 11.0 91 

54 

F 

$52,080 

V6 

3.7 204 

366 

A6 

1966 - - 11.0 91 

53 

10/11 F 

$56,505 

V6 

3.7 204 

366 

*A6 ‘ 

2070 8.5 16.2 11.3 91 

~56 

04/08 A 

$61,680 

V6 

3.7 204 

366 

A6 

2086 8.5 - 11.3 91 

54 

A 


McLaren 


3yr/unlimited 

cars.mclaren.com 





Even better than 12C 
Same brutal twin-turbo V8 as 12C, with supposedly even finer ride, handling and steering 
SlArguably not as pretty as the 12C; we're yet to drive it locally but a road test is coming! 
The Pick: Always the coupe, for its purity and greater sporting focus 

$459,250 V8tT^ 3.8 '^~678 1330 3.0 10.5 'lT7~ 98 ~R 

$505,750 V8TT 3.8 478 678 S7 1370 3.0 10.5 11.7 98 61 R 



Mercedes-Benz 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mercedes- 

benz.com.au 



Baby Benz goes hipster 


0 It may be conventional, but here’s an A-Class with some youth - and driver - appeal 
[Kl Lacks clever packaging of old As; no manuals for Oz; harsh ride may drive you nuts 

The Pick: A250 Sport is terrific, though if you can stretch to the ballistic A45, do it! 

$35,900 

J.4T 

1.6 90 

200 S7 

1320 

9.1 

- 

5.8 

95 

49 


F 

$41,800 

T4T 

'l.6 115" 

250 S7 

"1320 

8.3 

- 

6.1 

95 

50 


F 

$42,300 

L4TD 

1.8 100 

300 S7 

1400 

9.2 



4.6 

D 

50 


F 

$51,000 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 S7 

1370 

6.6 



6.6 

95 

51 

04/13 

F 

$75,800 

L4T 

2.0 265 

450 S7 

1480 

4.4 

12.6 

6.9 

98 

62 

09/13 

A 

1 GLA-Class | 

; . City almost meets country 






Think of it as a slightly larger, comfier, more practical A-Class - we actually like it more 
[^Not a proper SUV by any means, with tight rear seat room ; turbo-diesel a bit gruff 
* The Pick: The GLA250 4matic is a superb jacked-up driver's hatch 

$48,300 

L4TD 

2.1 100 

300 S7 

1460 

9.9 

- 

4.6 

D 

56 

05/14 

F 

$58,600 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 S7 

1430 

7.1 

~ 

7.0 

95 

57 

A 

$80,430 

L4T 

2.0 265 450 SI 

1510 

4.8 

- 

7.6 

98 

58 

12/14 

A 


CLA200 

CLA200S-Brake 
CLA200CDI 
CLA200CDIS-Brake$52,900 
CLA250 Sport 


A-Class grows a tail 
I 0 Frameless doors give it a coupe feel; uprated interiors of non-AMG CLAs; boot space 
I [xjTight rear headroom; uncomfortable back seat; trim rattles; price premium over A-Class 
The Pick: CLA200 is pleasant, though 250 Sport is punchier, while AMG is mega-fun 

$50,900 l4T '1.6 115" 250 'S7 " 1355 ' 8.5 ' - 5.7 " 95 5812/13 F 


$52,400 L4T 
$51,400 L4TD 


j^6 115 250 S7 1385 
2.f 100'300 S7 1525 9.8 


95 58 
4.0 b 59 


L4TD 2.1 100 300 S7 1555 


59 


$64,900 L4T 2.0 155 350 S7 1405 6.7 - 6.1 95 60 


CLA250 Sport S-B $66,400 ^L4T 
CLA45AMG 


2.0 155 350 S7 1435 


95 60 


$88,400 
CLA45 AMG S-Brake $89,510 


L4T_ 

L4T 


2.0 265 450 S7 1510 4.6 12.8 7.0 98 60 07/14 



2.0 265 450 S7 1540 4.7 - 

Still not guite A-grade 


98 60 05/15 


C200 

C200 Estate 
C200dBlueTEC 
C200dBlueTECE 
C250 

C250 Estate 
C250d BlueTEC 


C63AMGS 
C63 AMG S Estate 


148 ' wheelsmag.com.au 


1 0 Spacious mini-MPV now with quality and class; competitive drivetrains; grippy 4matic 
i [Kl Jiggly ride quality on standard run-flat tyres; slightly odd styling; uninspiring dynamics 
* The Pick: A reasonable effort, but ride quality lets it down. Try a BMW 2 Active Tourer 

$41,400 

L4T 

1.6 90 

200 

S7 

1425 9.1 - 

5.5 

95 49 

F 

$47,400 

L4T 

1.6 115 ‘ 

250 

S7 

1425 8.6 - 

5.5 

95 50 *06/12 

F 

$47,900 

L4TD 

2.1 100 

300 

S7 

1505 9.8 - 

4.2 

D 50 06/12 

F 

$54,200 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 

S7 

1505 6.7 - 

6.8 

95 51 

A 


' $-Class goes compact 




Aerodynamic style; punchy petrol engines; superb cabin ; fine dynamics; stonking AMG 

[Z1 Rear seat comfort not great 

; coil-sprung models don’t ride like the Airmatic versions 

The Pick: C250 with optional Airmatic for practical types; either AMG for petrolheads 


$60,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 

300 

A7 

1465 7.7 15.4 

6.0 

95 59 10/15 

R 

$63,400 

L4T 

2.0 J35 _ 

300 

A7 

1525 7.5 - 

6.2 

' 95 ' 56 ' 

R 

$62,400 

L4TD' 

1.6 loo' 

300 

' A7 

^1505 10.2 - 

- 

D 60 

R 

. $64,900 

L4TD 

1.6 100 

300 

A7 

1580 10.6 - 

- 

D 56 

R 

$68,900 

L4T 

“ 2.0 155 

350 ' 

"m 

1480 "6.7 14.8 

6.0 

95 60 ‘12/14 

’ R 

$71,400 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 

A7 

1545 6.8 - 

6.9 

95 56 10/14 

R " 

$70,400 

L4TD 

2.1 150 

500 

A7 

1595 6.6 - 

4.5 

D 60 

R 

. $72,900 

L4TD 

2.1 150 

500 

A7 

1660 6.9 - 

4.8 

D 56 

R 

$74,900 

L4TDH 

2.1 150 

500 

A7 

6.4 - 

4.0 

D 59 

R 

$154,510 

V8TT 

4.0 375 

700 

A7 

1580 4.0 - 

8.6 

95 60 04/15 

R 

$157,010 

V8TT 

4.0 375 

700 

A7 

1650 4.1 - 

8.7 

95 60 10/15 

R 



















Showroom 


C-Class Coupe 


Style and substance 



0 Similar-to-sedan 
[S] Not as pin-sharp 

pricing; brilliant steering and ride quality; strong engines 

in the bends as 4 Series Coupe; looks too much like a two-door sedan 


The Pick: C63 coupe is one of the truly great AMGs, but even the C180 is a sweetheart 


G180 

$59,900 

L4T 

1.6 

115 

250 

A7 1505 

8.5 - 

6.3 

95 61 

01/12 

R 

G250 

$70,900 

L4T 

1.8 

150 

310 

A7 1550 

7.2 - 

6.9 

95 60 

08/11 

_ R 

G250GDI 

$72,900 

L4TD 

2.2 

150 

500 

A7 1660 

7.5 15.5 

5.1 

D 61 

05/14 

R 

G350 

$99,040 

V6 

3.5 

225 

370 

A7 

6.0 - 

7.9 

95 61 


R 

G63 

$159,110 

V8 

6.2 

373 

610 

A7 1730 

4.1 12.1 

12.1 

98 60 

09/14 

R 



Roadster lets its hair down 



E200 

E200 Estate 

E220CDI 

E250 

E250CDI 

E250CDI Estate 

E300 Hybrid 

E400 

E400 Estate 
E63AMGS 


1 0 Cruisy character remains, but with lovely new direct injection V6 and frugal V8 

1 [x] Clumsy transmission and abrupt ESC are out of sync; poor ride 

The Pick: SLK200 is a simple, sweet around-town tool; AMG only works on racetracks 

$87,200 L4T 

1.8 

135 

270 

M6 

1435 

7.3 - 

6.8 

95 

51 

R 

$87,200 L4T 

1.8 

135 

270 

A7 

1470 

7.0 - 

6.9 

95 

51 05/11 

R 

$96,500 L4T 

1.8 

150 

310 

A7 

1500' 

6.6 - 

7.0 

95 

52 

__R 

$125,400 V6 

3.5 

225 

370 

A7 

1540 

5.6 - 

8.3 

95 

51 01/12 

R 

$162,400 V8 

5.5 

310 

540 

A7 

1610 

4.6 12.6 

8.5 

98 

51 10/12 

R 

■ - More than just a new set of hips 



■ 

- 0 Mild facelift hides lots of new tech, including brilliant E300 Hybrid and supersonic E63 S 

1 \E\ E500 discontinued, as is E63 wagon; twin-turbo V6 is hugely effective, but it’s still no V8 
The Pick: E300 Hybrid is tomorrow’s sedan, today; E63 S is an old-school hot-rod 

$80,400 L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 

A7 

1580 

8.2 - 

6.4 

95 

48 

R 

$87,900 L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 

A7 

1660 

8.3 - 

6.7 

95 

53 

R 

$82,900 L4TD 

2.1 

125 

400 

A7 

1660 

8.4 - 

4.9 

D 

48 

R 

$96,900 L4T 

2.0 

155 

350 

A7 

1605 

7.4 - 

6.4 

95 

48 

R 

$99,400 L4TD 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

1700 

7.5 - 

4.9 

D 

48 

R 

$107,900 L4TD 

2.1 

150"’ 

500 

A7 

1810 

' 7.8 ’ - 

5.1 

D 

53 

R 

$109,400 L4TDH 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

1845 

7.5 - 

4.3 

D 

48 09/13 

R 

$129,040 V6TT ' 

3.0 

245^ 

480 

A7 

1710 

5.3 ' - 

7.6 

95 

48 

R 

$138,510 V6TT 

3.0 

245 

480 

A7 

1810 

5.4 - 

8.0 

95 

53 

R 

$250,540 V8TT 

5.5 

430 

800 

A7 

1795 

4.3 12.2 

10.0 

98 

48 09/13 

R 



E-Class Coupe 


Revamped and refined 


' 0 New E200 entry coupe means you can now get into a two-door E-class for under $80 
> [Z] Built for touring, not apex hunting; manual transmission availability would be nice 
The Pick: All are sophisticated grand tourers, but we like the E400 and its twin-turbo VI 

K 

B 

$80,900 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 A7 1540 7.8 - 

6.0 

95 48 

R 

$97,700 

L4T 

2.0 

15^ 

350 A7 1560 7.1 - 

6.0 

95 48 

_R . 

$99,900 

LAID 

2.1 

150 

500 A7 1660 7.3 - 

4.7 

D 53 

R 

$130,510 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 

480 A7 1650 5.2 - 

7.5 

95 53 

R 


E-Class Cabrio 


' E-Class's lid lopped 
13 Airscarf- and Aircap-equipped for top-down winter warmth ; terrific top-up refinement 
E No rip-snorting V8 in the iine-up any more; it’s a Benz for cruisers, not drivers 


E200 

$89,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 300 

A7 

1660 8.2’ - 6.5 

95 53 

R 

E250 

$107,700 

L4T 

2.0 155 350 

A7 

1690 7.5 - 6.5 

95 53 

R 

E400 

$144,510 

V6TT 

3.0 245 480 

A7 

1770 5.3 - ” 7.7 

95 53 

R 


' ^ CLS 

■ 

Still the most credible four-door coupe 




; 0 Still-pretty looks; lovely cabin ; brilliant steering and Airmatic ride (even on CLS63 AMG) 

; IZ] Petrol V6 can’t match the oiler; CLS63 AMG will never return 10L/100km; only seats four 
The Pick: 350 CDI over an A7 3.0 TDI ; storming AMG a coin-toss away from Jaguar XFR 


CLS250CDI 

$114,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

150 

500 A7 1710 

7.5 - 5.4 

D 44 

R 

GLS 250 GDI S-Brake $124,900 

LAID ” 

2.1 

'l50' 

500 'A7 " 1790 

■ 7.8 - '5.6 ' 

D ~44' 

~R 

GLS400 

$139,510 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 

480 A7 1815 

7.8 

95 46 

R 

GLS500 

$169,510 

V8TT 

4.7 

300 

600 A9 1815 

6.8 

95 46 

R 

GLS500 S-Brake 

$179,510 

V8TT 

4.7 

300 

600 A9 1815 

8.9 

95 46 

R ^ 

GLS63AMGS 

$249,510 

V8TT 

5.5 

430 

800 A7 1795 

4.3 12.2 10.0 

98 43 10/14 

R 



Arguably the world's best sedan 
I 1^ Incredible combination of agiiity, ride comfort and silence; superb seats; keen steering 
Some trim combinations are putrid - money can't buy taste; expensive 
The Pick: The SWB S500 with 20-inch wheels because the brilliant ride still works 


S300h BlueTec Hybrid $196,500 L4TDH 2.1 150 500 A7 2015 7.6 

S350d BlueTec $216,700 V6TD 3.0 190 620 A7 1880 6.8 - 

S350d L BlueTec 
S400L 
S500 
S500L 
S600L 

S600 Maybach 
S63AMG 
S63AMGL 
S65AMGL 


4.5 D 48 08/14 R 
6.0 D 48 02/14 R 



S500 

S63AMG 

S65AMG 


$224,200 

V6TD 

3.0 

190 

620 

A7 

1900 

6.8 - 

6.0 

D 

48 


R 

$230,910 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 

480 

A7 

1920 

5.3 - 

7.9 

95 

50 


R 

$286,210 

V8TT 

4.7 

335 

700 

A7 

1920 

4.8 - 

9.2 

95 

45 

02/14 

R 

$311,410 

V8TT 

4.7 

335 

700 

A7 

1940 

4.8 - 

9.2 

95 

45 

09/13 

_R 

$417,110 

V8TT 

6.0 

390 

830 

A7 

2110 

4.6 - 

11.3 

98 

46 


R 

$448,610 

V12TT 

6.0 

390 

830 

A7 

2260 

5.0 - 

11.7 

98 

45 


R 

$386,910 

V8TT 

5.5 

430 

900 

A7 

1970 

4.0 - 

10.2 

98 

55 

11/13 

R 

$399,610 

V8TT 

5.5 

430 

900 

A7 

2095 

4.5 - 

10.2 

98 

45 


R 

$489,610 

V12TT 

6.0 

463 

1000 

A7 

2175 

4.3 - 

11.9 

98 

45 


R 

1 S-Class Coupe 

1 Two-door German powerhaus 





1 0 New generation gets big lift in interior presentation; nine-speed debut for base V8 

1 \s\ Pricing, plus the cost of rear tyres, and probably insurance; and is the V12 worth it? 

The Pick: New twin-turbo V8s promise better economy with still-brilliant performance 

$318,610 

V8TT 

4.7 

335 

700 

A9 

1955 

4.6 - 

8.6 

95 

64 


R 

$408,610 

V8TT 

5.5 

430 

900 

A7 

1995 

4.2 - 

10.2 

98 

53 


R 

$498,610 

V12TT 

6.0 

'463 

1000 

'A7 

2110 

4.1 ' - 

12“.0 

98 

48 


R 



Sports luxury, maybe. Not light 
Updated SL scores a twin-turbo V6, joining an existing suite of superb engines 
[^Looks odd from some angles; it’s still heavy, thirsty, and not exactly dynamic 
c The Pick: Deploy the 900Nm SL63 or lOOONm SL65 for the full SL effect 

$228,610 V6TT 3.0 245 480 A7 'l685 ' - 7.8 95 49 

$311,610 V8TT 4.7 320 700 A7 1785 4.6 - 9.4 95 48 10/12 




5.5 4^0_900 A7 
6.0 463 1000 ' A7 


2856 
1950 ' 


4.3 


10.2 



_ 4.0 - 11.7 98 49 R 

All grand, more sport than tourer 
Ef] Brilliant new twin-turbo V8; fantastic sound; arresting styling; cohesive chassis; drama 
[^Some ergonomic issues inside cabin ; Australia won’t see the more affordable base GT 
The Pick: Well, there’s only one of them, and it’s a shedload better than the polarising SLS 

$294,610 V8TT 4.0 375 650 A7 1495 3.8 ^ 9.4 98 67 09/25 R 

New name, familiar body 

0 Superb V6 diesel; premium cabin; decent ride quality; frugal for its size; beefy AMG V8 
Can’t escape its sheer size; not particularly well packaged; still far from sexy 
The Pick: Feels more expensive than it is, with the GLE400 arguably the sweet spot 



$86,900 

L4TD' 

2.1 15'0' 

500 

‘a9 " 

207'5’8.6 - 

6.0 

D 

A 

$104,900 

V6TD 

3.0 190 

620 

A9 

2100 7.1 

6.6 

D 

A 

$109,900 

V6TT 

3.0 245 

480 

A7 

2055 6.1 - 

9.3 

95 

A 

$127,900 

V8TT 

4.7 300 

600 

A7 

2160 5.3 - 

11.0 

95 


$189,900 

V8TT 

5.5 430 

760 

A7 

2270 4.2 - 

11.8 

98 

A 

Merc's answer to the X6 

■ 0 Vision; excellent cornering grip; refinement; decent room despite lower-than-GLE roof 
j [xjThousands more than GLE for less space; busy ride; high loading lip for boot 
• The Pick: AMG-tweaked turbo six in the new 450 makes a great noise and feels strong 

$121,900 

V6TD 

3.0 190 

620 

A9 

2175 7.0 - 

7.2 

D 

A 

$141,900 

y6TT 

o 

rv) 

o 

520 

A9 

2145 5.7 - 

9.4 

95 

A 

$198,900 

V8TT 

5.5 430 

760 

Af" 

2275 4.2 - 

11.9 

98 

A 


Army truck for the road 

Tough-as image; AMG’s ultra-cool side tailpipes and burly new twin-turbo V8 donk 
I^G-Class BlueTec name is paradoxical; live front axle; woeful steering; bucking ride 
The Pick: The outrageous AMG has perverse appeal, but only the diesel makes any sense 

$150,610 V6TD ' 3.0 155 '540 ~A^ 2300~9.1 - — • - 


1.2 D 50 


$167,510 V8~ 5.5 285 530 A7 2530 6.1 


14.9 98 50 


$233,910 V8TT 


5.5 400 760 A7 2550 5.4 - 

Stands for Goliath 


13.8 98 50 05/14 A 


0 Third-row seat actually comfortable and almost roomy; big load capacity;engines 

0 Gargantuan Class, more like it - it’s bloody huge and not easy to thread through the city 


The Pick: The torquey diesel V6 is sensible; the twin-turbo AMG is seductive 


GL350GDI 

$114,900 

V6TD 

3.0 190 

620 A7 

2455 7.9 - 7.7 D 

58 04/13 

A 

GL500 

$159,500 

V8TT 

4.7 320 

700 A7 

2455 5.4 - 11.5 95 

56 

A 

GL63AMG 

$214,900 

V8TT 

5.5 410 

760 A7 

2580 4.9 - 12.3 98 

54 07/13 

A 



Budget big Benz 

0 A cheaper way to get into an eight-seat Benz (and out of a VW Multivan or Tarago) 

[^Like the new-gen V-Class, it’s essentially a commercial van with seats 
The Pick: This over its VW Multivan and Toyota Tarago rivals 
$56,380 L4TD 2.1 120 360 'A7~ 2155 - ^ 6.3 66 R 

New name, new cabin, new engine 

0 Enormously roomy, complete with limo-style, face-to-face rear seating; frugal diesel four 
^Sheer size makes it difficult to manoeuvre and park, which kinda defeats its purpose 
The Pick: A centre captain's chair in a fully stocked V250 with Jeeves in the hot seat 


$85,500 L4TD 2.1 140 440 A7 2145 9.1 

6.3 D 53 R 

Mini 

3yr/unlimited 

www.mini.com.au 


Best Mini ever 


One 
One 
Gooper 
Gooper 
Gooper D 
Gooper D 
Gooper S 
Gooper S 
JGW 
JGW 



One 
Gooper 
Gooper 
Gooper D 
Gooper D 
Gooper S 
Gooper S 


1 0 Brilliant handling and super-sharp turn-in ; Cooper S’s great acoustics; improved cabin 
IE] Bottom-feeder front end; thicker pillars; three-pot should sound fruitier 
- The Pick: The excellent Cooper S manual on 17s with optional adaptive dampers 

$24,950 

L3T 

1.2 75 

180 

M6 

1090 

9.9 - 

4.9 

95 

58 

F 

$26,850 

L3T 

1.2 75 ' 

180 

A6 

1120 

10.2~ - 

5.0 

95 

’58 

F 

$26,650 

L3T 

1.5 100 

220 

M6 

1085 

7.9 - 

4.7 

95 

59 06/14 

F 

$30,100 

L3T 

1.5 100 

220 

A6 

1115 

7.8 - 

4.9 

95 

61 

F 

$31,800 

L3TD 

1.5 85 

270 

M6 ' 

1135 

9.2 - 

3.7 

’ D 

58’ 

F 

$34,150 

L3TD 

1.5 85 

270 

A6 

1150 

9.2 - 

3.9 

D 

61 

F 

$36,950 

L4T 

2.0 141 _ 

280 

M6 

1160 

6.8 - 

5.9 

95 

57 06/14 

F 

$39,300 

L4T 

2.0 141 ' 

280 

A6 

1175 

6.7 - 

5.5 

95 

57 ' 

F 

$47,400 

L4T 

2.0 170 

320 

M6 

1205 

6.3 - 

6.7 

95 

63 

F 

$49,950 

L4T 

2.0 ’l70” 

320 ’ 

’a6 

1220^ 

6.1 - 

5.7 

"95 

63 ' 

F 

1 5-door 

1 . Mini attempts a high-five 

0 Longer wheelbase and additional rear doors broaden the Mini's family-hatch appeal 
j [EfBetrays the Mini's DNA; rear doors look piddly; isn't this what a Countryman is for? 

The Pick: A Cooper or Cooper D auto with the smallest wheels. The S doesn't deserve this 

$26,050 

L3T 

1.2 75 ' 

180 

M6 

- 

- 

5.0 

95 

61 

F 

$27,750 

L3T 

1.5 100 

220 

M6 

1145 

8.2 - 

4.7 

95 

61 

F 

$30,400 

L3T 

1.5 100 

220 

A6 

1175 

8.1 - 

4.8 

95 

61 

F 

$32,900 

L3TD 

1.5 85 

270 

M6 

1190 

9.4 - 

3.6 

D 

61 

F 

$35,550 

L3TD 

1.5 85 

270 

A6 

1205 

9.5 - 

3.8 

D 

61 

F 

$38,050 

L4T 

2.0 141 

280 

M6 

1220 

6.9 - 

5.9 

95 

62 

F 

$40,700 

L4T 

'2.0 141 ■ 

280 

A6 

1240 

6.8 - 

5.4 

95 

62 

F 
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MINI - PEUGEOT 






Cooper Cabrio 


Fabric and function 

1 171 Neat fabric folding-roof mechanism; still drives like a Mini 
[E\ Premium over the hard-top is excessive; unavoidable reduction in body rigidity 
The Pick: Base is too sluggish for the money - go the Cooper S or JCW 

$40,350 14 1.6 90 M6 1165 9.8 ^ 6.1_ 56 

$44,250 L4 1.6 90 160 M6 ' 1205 ' 9.8 ' - sT ' 95 56 


^_You got seven seats in that? 


$48,800 L4T 1.6 135 240 M6 1165 7.3 - 6.4 95 57 

$52,200 L4T 1.6 135 240 M6 1230 7.7 - 6.4 95 57 


n 


$58,500 L4T 1.6 155 260 M6 1240 6.9 


7.2 95 58 


Not worth joining the Club, man 



0 Introduces extra rear-seat legroom and boot space to the Mini breed 

O Unlike a Hyundai Veloster, single rear door opens into traffic, not on the kerb side 



The Pick: A Countryman if you need the space - it’s worth the extra $4K 




$34,900 

L4 1.6 

90 160 

M6 

1145 9.8 

5.8 

95 

55 

F ” 


$37,855 

L4 1.6 

90 160 

A6 

1175 10.9 

6.8 

95 

55 

F 

s 

$43,900 

L4T 1.6 

135 240 

M6 

1205 7.0 

6.3 

95 

55 

F 

s 

$46,855 

L4T 1.6 

135 240 

A6 

1230 7.7 

6.7 

95 

55 

F 

JCW 

$51,800 

L4T 1.6 

155 280 

M6 

1205 6.8 

7.0 

95 

57 

F 


Countryman 


t A large-Mini paradox 



1 Plenty of driving fizz and Mini character in a more practical SUV-ish body 

O Needs a 2.0-litre, or more boost, to deal with the extra weight 




The Pick: A fine drive, but the (more conservative) VW Tiguan is a smarter choice 



$34,150 _ 

L4 

1.6 

90 160 

M6 

1265 

10.5 - 

6.5_ 

95 

58 

F 


$37,155 

L4 

1.6 

90 ’l60 

A6 

1295 

10.5 - 

6.5 * 

95 

' 59 ' 

' F 

D 

$36,950 

_L4TD 

J.6 

82 ^270 

M6 

1310 

10.9 - 

4.4 

D 

58 

F 

D 

$39,300 

'l4TD 

2.0 

82 ‘270 

' A6 ' 

1335 

‘ 11.3 ' - 

5.6 

D ‘ 

58 

F ' 

S 

$42,550 

L4T 

1.6 

135 240 

M6 

1310 

7.6 - 

6.6 

95 

59 

01/12 

F 

S 

$50,555 

L4T 

1.6 

135 240 

A6 

1335 

7.9 - 

7.5 

95 

59 

F 

SALL4 

$45,500 

L4T 

1.6 

135 240 

M6 

1380 

7.6 - 

7.3 

95 

60 

A 

SALL4 

$47,555 

L4T 

1.6 

135^240 

A6 

1405 

8.2 15.9 

8.1 

95 

60 

06/11 

A 

SDALL4 

$46,990 

L4TD 

^2.0 

105^305 

M6 

1395 

9.4 - 

4.9 

D 

60 

A 

JCW ALL4 

$56,900 

L4T 

1.6 

160 280 

M6 

1405 

7.0 - 

8.0 

98 

60 

A 


1 Paceman 

Not just a Countryman coupe 




□1 


, 0 Sharp dynamics; cabin improvements; rear-seat space; uniqueness 
' [SI $2K extra for fewer doors; Aussies miss out on fuel-saving tech; tardy base 
• The Pick: Take the Paceman S. More fun and worth the extra dosh 

models 



$34,150 

L4 

1.6 

90 160 

M6 

1255 

10.4 - 

6.5 

95 

56 

F 


$37,205 

L4 

1.6 

90 160 

' A6 

1275 

10.8 - 

6.5 

95 

55 

10/13 

F 

s 

$42,550 

L4T 

1.6 

140 240 

M6 

1380 

7.5 - 

6.6 

95 

55 

F 

s 

$44,900 

L4T 

1.6 

140 240 

'A6 

1405 

7.8 - 

7.5 

95 

55 

F 

JCW 

$56,900 

14T 

1.6 

165*280 

M6' 

1475 

6.9 - 

8.0 ' 

95 

55 

09/13 

' A 

JCW 

$59,250 

L4T 

1.6 

160 280 

A6 

1495 

6.9 - 

8.3 

95 

55 

A 


_ mm , • 5yr/130,000km 

IVLlLSUDlSill WWW. mitsubishi-motors . com. au 


^ Cheap, cheerless mini 



-2 0 Better-equipped than you’d expect at the price; long warranty; should be reliable 

SI Leisurely pace; bouncy ride; tight rear seat; hideous sedan styling 

The Pick: The base ES manual at a bargain price. Or better still, a second-hand Mazda ! 

2 

ES 

$11,990 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

M5 

865 

4.6 

91 

42 

04/13 

' F 

ES 

$13,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

C 

890 

4.6 

91 

42 


F 

ES sedan 

$14,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

M5 

925 

4.9 

91 

44 


F 

ES sedan 

$16,490 

L3 

T.2 

57 'lOO 

C 

940 

14.5 19.6 4.9 

9r 

43 ' 

*10/14 

F 

LS 

$12,990 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

M5 

865 

4.8 

91 

44 


F 

LS 

$14,990 

L3 

’l.2 

57 100 

C 

890 

4.9 

91 

44 


F 

LS sedan 

$17,490 

L3 

1.2 

57 100 

C 

940 

4.9 

91 

44 


F 


Value or Evo - they're poles apart 



0 Neat styling; decent value; Evo’s go-kart handling and adjustability; MB’s Recaro seats 

1^ Lots! Non-Evo dynamics are rubbish; cheap interior; poor front seats; drony CVT... 

The Pick: A competitor - even a Korean one. Or the Evo if you're deaf 

ES Sport 

$18,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 

M5 

1285 

9.6 

- 

6.9 

91 

50 


F 

ES Sport 

$20,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 

G 

"1315 

10.3 

- 

7.4 

91 

49 


F 

GSR Sportback 

$21,990 

L4 

2.4 

125 

226 

M5 

1370 


8.8 

91 

51 


F 

GSR Sportback 

$23,990 

L4 

2.4 

125 

226 

C 

1400 


8.9 

91 

50 


F 

LS sedan 

$20,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 

M5 

1325 

9.6 

- 

6.9 

91 

50 


F 

LS sedan 

$22,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

'197 

G 

1355 

'10.5 

- 

7.4 

91 

'50 


F 

XLS sedan 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 

125 

226 

M5 

1345 

9.1 

- 

8.8 

91 

52 


F 

XLS sedan 

$28,490 

L4 

2.4 

125 

226 

G 

1375 

9.8 

- 

8.5 

91 

52 

10/07 

F 

Ralliart sedan 

$37,990 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

■343 

S6 

1480 


9.6 

98 

56 ' 

01/09 

A 

Evolution MT sedan 

$52,990 

L4T 

2.0 

217 

366 

M5 

1490 

6.3 

14.4 

10.2 

98 

56 

08/08 

A 

Evolution MR sedan 

$58,990 

L4T 

2.0 

217 

366 

S6 

' 1520 

5.7 

14.0 

'lO.I 

98' 

62 

12/13 ' 

A 



Prettier, but still loud 


LS 
LS 
XLS 
LS4x4 
XLS 4x4 


0 Exterior styling keeps aimproving with age; keen pricing; torquey turbo-diesel 
(^Interior smaller than SUV rivals; lacks refinement; Peugeot 4008 clone handles bette 
• The Pick: 2WD is cheap, although we'd prefer to step up to a 4WD diesel 

r 

$24,990 L4 

2.0 

110 

197 

M5 

1335 

- 

- 

7.6 

91 

48 


~T~ 

$26,990 L4 

2.0 

110 

197 

G 


- 

- 


91 

48 


F 

$31,490 ‘L4 

2.0 

110 ' 

197 

Ic 

1375” 


- 

7.4 

91 

49_ 


F _ 

$31,490 L4TD 

2.2 

110 

360 

A6 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

D 

46 

09/13 

A 

$35,990 L4TD 

2.2 

110 

360 

A6 

1515 



5.8 

D 

48 

09/13 

A 



0 A compact-ish SUV that squeezes in seven seats; quieter and smoother; equipment 
0 Crappo infotainment functionality; about as American as a facelift can get 



The Pick: Either a base LS manual or an XLS 4WD turbo-diesel with six-speed auto 


LS 

$28,490 

L4 

2.0 110 

190 

M5 

1410 

- 

- 

7.0 

91 

48 

F 

LS 

$30,490 

L4 

2.0 110 

190 

C 

1430 

- 


6.7 

. 91 

48 

F 

LS4WD 

$33,490 

L4 

2.4 124 

220 

G 

1500 

- 

- 

7.2 

91 

52 

A _ 

XLS 

$33,490 

L4 

2.0 110 

190 

G 

1430 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 

48 

F 

XLS4WD 

$36,490 

L4 

2.4 124 

220 

C 

1535 

J1.0 

17.9 

7.2 

91 

50 06/15 

A 

XLS4WDDiD 

$39,490 

L4TD 

' 2.3 '110 ' 

360 

A6 

1630 

- 

- 

6.2 

D 

50 

A 

Exceed 4WD 

$43,490 

L4 

2.4 124 

220 

G 

1535 

- 

- 

7.2 

91 

51 

A 

Exceed 4WD DiD 

$46,490 

L4TD 

2.3 110 

360 

A6 

1630 

- 

- 

6.2 

D 

51 

A 

PHEV 

$47,490 

L4H 

2.0 149 

195 

A1 

1810 

~ 

- 

1.9 

"91 

47 

A 

PHEV Aspire 

$52,490 

L4H 

2.0 149 

195 

A1 

1871 

- 

~ 

1.9 

91 

47 

A 


\ Challenger | 

It's basically a Triton wagon 











0 Wedges between Outlander and Pajero in the Mitsu SUV stable; strong off-road ability 
[x] Crude separate chassis is shared with Triton, as is the budget-feeling interior 

The Pick: Dual-range ’box and grunty diesel make it the SUV pick if you’re headed off-road 


$42,490 

L4TD 

2.5 131 

400 

M5 

1990 

- 

- 

8.3 

D 

45 

A 


$44,990 

L4TD 

2.5 131 

400 

A5 

2000 



9.8 

D 

45 

A 

LS 

$49,990 

L4TD 

2.5 131 

350 

A5 

2000 

- 

- 

9.8 

D 

46 

A 



Mitsu's staple family workhorse 



0 Tough family transporter is also a proper off-roader; undercuts serious 4WD rivals 
[x] Feels old (it is) and creaky; noisy diesel; ponderous dynamics; heavy 

The Pick: The thrifty diesel, but unless you venture off-road often, think Territory or CX-9 

$50,990 

L4TD_ 3.2 147 

441 M5 

2273 - 2 8.4 D 51 

A 

$53,990 

L4TD ^ 3.2 147 ' 

441 A5 

2263’ - 8.6 D 51 

A 

$58,990 

L4fD 3.2 147 

441 A5 

2314 - - 8.6 D 51 

"a* 

$65,990 

L4TD 3.2 147 

441 A5 

2335 - - 9.2 D 57 

A 


Morgan 


2yr/100,000km 

www.morgancars.com.au 


As weird as it gets 

El It’s a good way to stand out; there’s nothing else like it; character personified 
Sit’s a good way to get laughed at; thirsty; lacking useful features like a windscreen... 
The Pick: Something with four wheels, unless you have a really big garage 



$97,500 

V2 

2.0 60 

140 

M5 

550 

6.0 - 

9.3 

95 

61_ 

R 



A synonym for 'old-gen' 






my 0 Fabulously raw and lightweight roadsters; relatively affordable 

Forget about cabin ergonomics or ride quality; definitely not practical 




The Pick: This or a 

Caterham 

if your 

house backs onto a racetrack 




R4/4 

$95,800 

L4 

1.6 82 

131 

__M6_ 

868 

8.0 - 

6.3 

_95^ 

67 

R 

Plus 4 

$106,500 

'L4 

2.0 115 

201 ' 

M6 

877 

■7.5 

7.0 

95 

■ 61 

’ ~R ‘ 

Roadster 

$143,000 

V6 

3.7 20^ 

352 

_M6 

950 

5.5 - 

9.8 

_ 95 

67 

R 

Plus 8 

$254,000 

V8 

4.8 27" 

490 

M6 

1100 

4.5 - 

12.1 

95 

50 

R 

Plus 8 

$254,000 

V8 

4.8 270 

490 

A6 

1100 

4.5 - 

12.1 

95 

50 

R 



Nissan 


ST 

ST 

Ti 


3yr/100,000km 

www.nissan.com.au 


“ Still without Europe's boosted triple 
E3 Keenly-priced and well-kitted; revvy 1.2-litre triple; styling is ageing with dignity 
[xjTinny, basic and unrefined compared with larger light hatches; ST’s poor tyres 
The Pick: Base ST manual. Or a second-hand Mazda 2 Genki if you’re being really sensible 

$13,490 L3 ^1.2 56 104 ^M5 ' 943 13.2 18.8 5.9 91 41 06/15 F~ 


$15,290 

$16,990 


L3 

L3 


_T2 56 _I04 
1.2 56 104 


956 

969 


6.5 

6.5 


41 

48 


ST hatch 
ST hatch 
ST sedan 
ST sedan 
ST-L hatch 
ST-L hatch 
ST-L sedan 
ST-L sedan 
SSS hatch 
SSS hatch 
SSS sedan 
SSS sedan 


ST 

ST-L 

Ti 

Ti-S 


Pulsar 

1 

Pulsar revived, but not the N14's spirit 



0 Vast cabin; big boot; keen pricing; revives a once-loved name; should 

be reliable 


[^Dull styling; no folding backrest; light steering; flaccid dynamics; mediocre performance 

~ The Pick: Something else - Mazda 3 and Corolla smashed Pulsar in a Wheels compare 


$19,990 

L4 

1.8 96 

174 

M6 

1208 - 

7.2 

91 

48 

F 

$22,240 

L4 

1.8” 96 ■ 

174 

'g 


6.7 

91 

47' 

F 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 96 

174 

M6 

- 

7.2 

91 

47 06/13 

F 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 96 

174 

C 

- 

6.7 

91 

46 

F 

$20,990 

L4 

1.8 96 

174 

M6 

1230 - 

7.2 

91 

48 

F 

$23,240 

L4 

1.8 96 

174 

C 

- 

6.7 

91 

47 

F 

$22,490 

L4 

1.8 96 

174 

M6 

- 

7.2 

91 

48 

F 

$24,790 

L4 

1.8 96 

174 

G 

- 

6.7 

91 

47 

F 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.6 140 

240 

M6 

1304 - 

7.7 

95 

50 08/13 

F 

$28,490 

L4T 

1.6 140 

240 

C 

- 

7.8 

95 

49 

F 

$26,990 

L4T 

1.6 140 

240 

M6 

- 

7.8 

95 

48 

F 

$29,290 

L4T 

1.6 140‘ 

240 

C 

- 

7.8 

95 

48 

F 

Altima 

1 

Maxima be gone 





0 Impressively punchy and refined four-pot/CVT combo; well-equipped; 

roomy; cheap-ish 

[x]V6 is too much for Altima’s front-end to handle; terminal understeer; rental-car styling 

- The Pick: ST-L has a sweet drivetrain, plenty of kit and better wheels than the dowdy ST 

$29,990 

L4 

2.5 127 

230 

G 

1435 - 

7.5 

91 

37 01/14 

F 

$35,990 

L4 

' 2.5 127 

230 

C 

1451 - 

7.5 

91 

38 

F 

$40,490 

L4 

2.5 127 

230 

G 

1467 - 

7.5 

91 

39 

F 

$45,490 

V6 

3.5 183 

312 

C 

1536 - 

9.3 

91 

39 

F 
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^ NEW 
P ARRIVALS ^ 

■ for the month )]f 

highlighted^ i 








Showroom 




Drive-away electric 
10 Purpose-built electric, with loads of torque; supremely smooth; classy, techy interior 
Regenerative braking, steering and handiing aii a bit weird-burger and/or artificiai 

The Pick: Urn, the L eaf -espe cialiy at its current $39,99 0 dri veaway p rice 

$39,990 E 80 280 A1 11.9 - 45 0^1 F 

Nissan's cut-price Cayman 

0 Fast and sharp; big-hearted V6; sweetly balanced; trick auto-blip manual on downshifts 
IaI Engine still coarse; manual shift a tad clunky; ride quality on rough roads 
The Pick: It’s no son-of-Godzilla, but a tyre fryin’ hoot on smooth hotmix 

$56,930 V6 3.7 245 363 M6 1471 5.6 13.8 10.5 95 64 06/09 R 

$59,930 V6 3.7 245 363 A7 1485 5.7 13.8 10.5 95 64 12/09 R 

.?rand Nissan's cut-price Boxster 
0 Same virtues as the coupe, but the V6 should sound sweeter top-down 
^ [B] 137kg extra weight is like having a Biggest Loser contestant on board, all of the time 
The Pick: Auto is slick and intuitive, but we’d still opt for the manual 



Latest model a huge improvement 


$65,930 V6 3.7 245 363 M6 1608 - 




ST 

ST 

ST 7-seat 

ST4WD 

ST-L 

ST-L 7-seat 
ST-L4WD 
Ti4WD 
TS 

TS 4WD 
TL 

TL4WD 



$68,930 V6 3.7 245 363 A7 1^ - - 

Godzilla: the third season 


0 Cutting-edge tech delivers supercar pace and dynamics, mixed with user-friendliness 
ISl Very firm ride over rough urban tarmac; dual-clutch ’box is clunky at low speeds 
The Pick: Base Premium gets all the grunt and all-paw ability 


ST 

ST 

Ti-S 

Ti-S 


$172,000 

V6TT 

3.8 404 

628 S6 1740 

3.2 

11.2 11.7 

98 

53 12/13 

A 

$177,000 

V6TT 

3.8 404 

628 S6 1740 

- 

11.7 

98 

53 

A 

$182,500 

V6TT 

3.8 404 

628 56 1740 

- 

11.7 

98 

53 

A 

I Juke 

■ 

Still a head-turner 


1 




0 Brings individuality to small crossovers; punchy 140kW turbo; chirpy new ST manual 
[Si Busy urban ride; noisy CVT; heavy Ti-S AWD; styling a compilation, but no best-of 

The Pick: Ti-S with torque-vectoring AWD is a wannabe Godzilla, but go the 1.2 turbo ST 

$23,490 

L4T 

1.2 85 

190 M5 1163 

- 

- ' 5.6 

95 

50 06/13 

F 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 86 

158 G 1205 

- 

6.3 

95 

52 

F 

$29,790 

L4T 

1.6 140 

240 M6 1300 

- 

6.0 

95 

50 

F 

$33,490 

L4T 

1.6 140" 

240 G 1431 

- 

6.5 

95 

52 

A 


ST 

Ti 


Qashqai 


Dualis takes a back seat with new model 


ST 

ST 

Ti 

Ti 

TS 

TL 


0 Clever packaging combined with a sharp price; handles like a jumped-up hatchback 
lx] Performance not its forte, though both engines try hard ; no rear-seat air vents 

The Pick: Base petrol ST with CVT auto, even if it misses out on the clever boot partitions 

$25,850 

L4 

2.0 106 

200 M6 

1372 9.9 - 

7.7 91 

50 

F 

$28,490 

L4 

2.0 106 

200 C 

1408 10.1 - 

6.9 91 

50 09/14 F 

$32,890 

L4 

2.0 106 

200 M6 

1421 9.9 - 

7.7 91 

54 

F 

$34 990 

L4 

2.0 106 

200 C 

1457 10.1 - 

6.9 91 

54 

F 

$33,590 

UID 

1.6 96 

MO c 

t556 11.1 - 

4.9 U 

5? 

F 


UTD 

T.fi 

320 C 

tfiOS 1L1 - 

4.9 D 

52 09/14 f 


ST2WD 
ST4WD 
ST Hybrid 
ST-L2WD 
ST-L4WD 
ST-L Hybrid 
Ti2WD 
Ti4WD 
Ti Hybrid 


DX 3.0 
ST 3.0 
ST Titanium 



* 0 Less gawky looks; extra stretch adds third-row option ; quiet, luxurious and roomy 
[ElSome trim still feels cheap; foot-operated park brake; ultimately lacking in finesse 

The Pick: Sharp pricing on the front-drive ST auto looks the goods 

$27,990 

L4 

2.0 106 

200 

M6 

1437 

- 

- 

8.2 

91 

52 

F 

$30,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 

1470 

- 

- 

7.9 

91 

52 

F 

$31,580 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 

1516 

- 

- 

8.1 

91 

50 

F 

$33,980 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

G 

1526 

- 

- 

8.3 

91 

52 

A 

$36,590 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 

1487 

- 

- 

7.9 

91 

52 

F 

$37,590 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 

1533 

- 

- 

8.1 

91 

52 

F 

$39,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

G 

1543 

10.3 

17.4 

8.3 

91 

50 08/14 

A 

$45,190 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 

1574 

- 

- 

8.3 

91 

51 

A 

$35,380 

L4TD 

1.6 96 

320 

C 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

44 

F 

$35,680 

L4TD 

1.6 96 

320 

M6 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

45 

A 

$46,280 

L4TD 

1.6 96 

320 

C 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

47 

F 

$46,580 

L4TD 

1.6 96 

320 

M6 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

47 

A 


Sci-fi styled SUV 

0 Looks more 'sport' than 'utility vehicle'; roomy and comfortable interior; stacked with kit 
[^Improved handling, but understeer is still the default setting; lifeless steering 
• The Pick: ST is good value, if you’re after a big, comfy, reliable Labrador of a family car 

$48,990 V6 375191 336 C 8.0 - 10.9 95 ^^05/09 A 


$60,240 V6 


^5 191 3^ C mo 8.0 - 

Less bush, more city 


10.9 95 44 02/10 A 



0 No longer a wagon version of a separate-chassis ute; big seven-seat interior; smooth V6 
02WD version is front-drive; appalling steering; no diesel; designed for middle America 

The Pick: Value-packed ST 4WD blends on-road grip with room for seven, plus luggage 

$39,990 V6 

3.5 190 325 

G 

1920 - - 9.9 

91 58 

R 

$44,290 V6 

3.5 190 325 

‘c 

1985 - - 10.2 

91 54 

A 

$42,990 L4HS 

2.5 188 330 

G 

1969 - - 8.4 

54 

F 

$50,490 V6 

3.5 190 '325 

G 

'i960 - - 9.9 

91 ' 53 

01/14 R 

$54,490 V6 

3.5 190 325 

'g 

2025 - - 10.2 

91 54 

A 

$57,490 L4HS 

2.5 188 330 

G 

2073 8.0 16.0 8.5 

54 

09/15 A 

$60,990 V6 

3.5 190 325 

G 

2000 - - 9.9 

91 54 

R 

$65,090 V6 

3.5 190 325 

C 

2065 - - 10.2 

91 54 

A 

$68,090 L4HS 

2.5 188 330 

G 

2073 - - 8.5 

55 

A 

iKQUUQto 

Hectares of 4WD for the money 



1 0 Huge, roomy and oh-so-tough, as you’d expect with a Patrol; looks great covered in dirt 

1 [^Weight; dynamics; stuff-youse-all image when used in cities; almost as big as the QEII 
^ The Pick: You’ll feel like King of the Rodeo in an ST 3.0 manual, but she’s very agricultural 

$53,890 L4TD 

3.0 118 380 

M5 

2372 - - 10.9 

D 51 

A 

$57,390 L4TD 

3.0 118 380 

M5 

2483 - - 10.9 

D 50 

A 

$57,390 L4TD 

3.0 118 380 

M5 

2483 - - 10.9 

D 51 

A 



Y62 Patrol 


My dear, how you've blossomed 
0 Posh V8 Patrol has graduated from Uni and is living in the eastern suburbs 
0At 2.8 tonnes, it’s the heaviest ‘car’ on sale in Australia; V8 loves a binge drink 
The Pick: Base Ti over the ancient Y61 (see above). But is this really necessary? 

$69,990 V8 5.6 298 560 A7 2800 - - 14.5 95 53 


$86,990 V8 5.6 298 560 A7 2829 


14.5 95 54 


Peugeot 


3yr/100,000km 

www.peugeot.com.au 


A MOVING 


WHEELS IPAD APP, NOW WITH 
FOIL SOOND AND FORY 

Go to wheelsmag.com.au/iPad now! 


Active 5dr 
Active 5dr 
Allure 5dr 
Allure Premium 5dr 
GTi 

GTi30 


1.2 Active 
1.6 Active 
1.6 Allure 
1.6e-HDi Outdoor 


Finally, a lighter light hatch 

• 1 Active is light and punchy; GTi is a sexy and sophisticated hot-hatch ; plush interior 
[SlOld four-speed auto is last-century’s rubbish ; mid-spec 1.6 the least impressive engine 
e The Pick: Charming base three-pot, or the raspy, limited-run GTi 30 if you can find one 


$18,490 L3 1.2 60 118 M5 975 13.9 - 4.7 95 41 11/12 F 


16 88 J60 
1.6 88 160 


A4 j123 
A4 1123 


11.1 18.0 6.7 

11.9 6.7 


95 43 03/15 
95 42 


1.6 88_160 
1.6 147 275 


A4 1123 
M6 1l60 


11.9 - 6.7 

6.6 14.8 5.9 


95 43 F 

95 47 11/13 F 


$35,990 L4T 1.6 153 300 M6 1160 6.6 14.8 5.9 98 56 10/15 


Return to French form 



Apple and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Inc. 
registered in the U.S. & other countries. App Store is a 
service mark of Apple Inc. 


■ AppStore 


Access 
Access 
Active 
Allure 
Allure HDi 


0 Terrific three-pot; supple ride; adjustable handling; great packaging; commendably light 
[x}Auto is an ancient four-speed; diesel is grumbly and expensive; instrument location 

The Pick: The lovable three-pot 1 .2, or wait for the brilliant turbo version due shortly 

$22,490 

_L3 

1.2 60 118 

M5 1022 

13.5 

4.9 

95 

50 12/13 

F 

$25,490 

L4 

1.6 88 160 

A4 1113 

11.2 

6.5 

95 

53 

F 

$30,990 

L4 

1.6 88 160 

A4 1113 

11.2 

6.5 

95 

52 

F 

$32,990 

L4TD 

1.6 68 230 

M5 1131 

11.5 

4.0 

D 

54 

F 

1308 

1 Best Pug this century 

1 0 Smart styling; entry-level triple is a belter; terrific dynamics; well equipped for the money 
^ [^Torsion-beam rear can be felt at times; ride suffers on big wheels; costs more than a Golf 
- The Pick: The 1 .2 turbo triple is a rip-snorter, even as an auto, and so is the diesel wagon 

$21,990 

L3T 

1.2 96 230 

M6 1090 

9.3 

16.5 4.6 

95 

48 04/15 

T 

$23,990 

L3T 

1.2 96 230 

A6 1150 

9.1 

5.1 

95 

48 

F 

$28,340 

L3T 

1.2 96 230 

A6 1150 

9.1 

5.1 

95 

50 12/14 

F 

$32,790 

L4T 

1.6 110 240 

A6 1255 

8.5 

6.5 

95 

50 

F 

$35,290 

L4TD 

2.0 110 370 

A6 1310 

8.6 

4.1 

D 

51 

F 
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PEUGEOT - SKODA 




ji|' 

Ir 
11 ■ 
□:< ■ 



Price 

type 

size Power Torque Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

Allure Premium 

$36,440 

L4T 

1.6 110 

240 

A6 

1255 

8.5 


6.5 

!2L 

51 


~v~ 

Allure Premium HDi 

$38,940 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

370 

A6 

1310 

8.6 



D 

51 


F 

Allure Touring 

$35,490 

L4T 

1.6 110 

240 

A6 



- 

6.5 

95 

51 

05/15 

F 

Allure Touring HDi 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

370 

A6 

1420 

8.9 

- 

4.2 

D 

51 


F 

Allure Touring Prem $39,140 

L4T 

1.6 110 

240 

A6 




6.5 

95 

51 


F 

Allure T Prem HDi 

$41,640 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

370 

A6 



- 


D 

51 


F 

GT 

$41,990 

L4T 

1.6 151 

285 

M6 

1200 

7.5 

- 

5.6 

95 

54 

05/15 

F 

GTBIueHDi 

$42,990 

L4TD 

2.0 133 

400 

A6 

1320 

8.4 

- 

4.0^ _ 

_D^ 

j4_ 

05/15 

F 



IZI Quirky-looking compact SUV of sorts; stylish, flexible interior; solid drivetrains 
ISINo manuals; steering and ride far from class-leading; invisible image; not pretty 
The Pick: Lightly updated and freshly specced, the 3008 is far from a stand-out Peugeot 


$35,490 L4T 

1.6 115 240 A6 1480 9.5 - 7.7 

95 

48 

F 

$38,990 L4TD 

2.0 120 340 A6 1539 10.2 - 6.6 

D 

48 

F 

J 308 CC ■ 

Style, of sorts, over substance 




j 0 Fairly glam to look at, with a slick interior; impressive diesel and six-speed auto 

1 It’s expensive, heavy and lacks any notion of sportiness 

The Pick: Surely an Audi A3 Cabriolet instead of this hangover from iast decade 


$52,990 L4T 

1.6 115 240 A6 1533 9.8 - 7.7 

95 

49 

~T~ 


Mid-size for non-conformists 



1 0 Price and equipment; roomy, quality interior; GT’s punch and capable dynamics 

1 1^ Regular models lack the handling of the GT; all lack the serene ride of Peugeots past 
The Pick: GT HDi is semi-sporting and a valid premium-Japanese alternative 


Active 

$37,990 

L4T 

1.6 

121 

240 A6 1410 8.9 - 

5.6 

95 

48 


F 

Allure HDi 

$45,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 A6 1520 9.2 - 

5.4 

D 

50 


F 

Allure HDi Touring 

$48,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 A6 1540 9.5 - 

5.5 

D 

50 


F 

GTHDi ^ “ 

$58,490 

L4TD 

2.2 133 

400 A6 1540 8.6 - 

4.4 

D 

51 


F 

GT HDi Touring 

$61,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

133 

400 A6 1660 8.8 - 

4.6 

D 

51 


F 


IZI As voluptuous as a Parisian waitress; sharp handling and great balance of manual 1.6T 
ISl Petrol turbo could use more grunt; diesel a questionable mismatch for this coupe role 
The Pick: Turbo petrol manual is great fun and value, as is the ballsy RCZ-R 

$58,990 L4T 1.6 147 275 M6 1372 7.5 - 6.9 95 47 02/11 F 


$58,990 L4T 1.6 115 240 A6 1372 8.4 


7.3 95 47 02/11 F 


$58,990 L4TD 2.0 120 340 M6 1445 8.2 - 5.3 D 47 11/10 F 

$68,990 L4T j.6 199 330 M6 12^ ^ 14 .3 6 . 3 95 51 06/15 F 

Mitsubishi ASX puts on a beret 

1 0 Improved styling and suspension damping over the Mitsubishi ASX on which it’s based 
[HI Steering and handling; refinement; plasticky Mitsu’ interior; not remotely French 
The Pick: A better-looking ASX, but lacks the dynamics of a Qashqai or Subaru XV 


Active FWD 
Active AWD 
Active AWD 
Allure AWD 


$27,990 14 2.0 110 197 M5 


7.7 95 54 


$30,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 

M5 

1440^ 

7.9 

95 

54 

o 

00 

Fo 

A 

$33,490 

L4 

’ 2.0 

lio ' 

197 

C 

1470^ 

10.9' - 8.r 

95' 

'51 ^ 


A 

$38,490 

L4 

2.0 

110 

197 

C 

1470 

10.9 - 8.1 

95" 

51 

08/12 

A 


'EUGEOT’S NUMBE 


PEUGEOT has revised the engine 
in its 508 GT to meet stricter Euro 
6 emissions regulations. So while 
it’s cleaner and more fuel efficient 
- fuel use is claimed at just 
4.4L/100km - it’s also down on 
grunt. Power drops from ISOkW 
to 133kW, while torque has 
slumped from 450Nm to 400Nm. 

The lacklustre PSA six-speed 


auto has been dropped though, 
replaced by an Aisin auto with 
the same number of ratios; the 
result is a 0.4se increase in the 
0-lOOkm/h time, now 8.6sec for 
the sedan. 

At least the price has headed 
in the right direction, with 
driveaway pricing resulting in £ 
$700 price reduction. 



s 

s 

GTS 

GTS 

Spyder 


S 

S 

GTS 

GTS 

GT4 


Porsche 


3yr/unlimited 

www.porsche.com.au 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 

weight km/h 

0-400 Fuel 
metres cons. 

RON ' 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 

1 Boxster 


One of the world's best cars 





j 0 Superb balance, engines, looks and interior - new Boxster rates almost a perfect 10 

I i^As with 911, electric parking brake and electric steering won’t please the purists 
• The Pick: Any of them - base is creamy, lovely; the S is harder, edgier 

$104,700 

F6 

2.7 195 

280 

M6 

1310 5.8 

8.2 

98 

57 


R 

$109,690 

F6 

2.7 195 

280 

$7 

1340 5.7 

7.7 

98 

57 

05/12 

R 

$131,100 

F6 

3.4 232 

360 

_M6_ 

1320 5.1 

8.8 

98 

57_ 

05/12 

_R _ 

$136,090 

F6 

3.4 232 

360 

$7 

1350 4.7 

12.9 8.0 

98 

57 

11/13 

R 

$148,200 

_F6 

3.4 243 

370 

M6 

1345 5.0 

9.0 

98 

57 


R 

$154,490 

F6 

3.4 243 

370 

$7 

1375 4.9 

8.2 

98 

57 


R 

$168,600 

F6 

3.8 276 

420 

M6 

1315 4.5 

9.9 

98 

57 


R 


Cayman 


One of the world's best Porsches 



Carrera 
Carrera 
Carrera S 
Carrera S 
Carrera GTS 
Carrera GTS 
Carrera Cabriolet 
Carrera Cabriolet 
Carrera S Cabriolet 
Carrera S Cabriolet 
Carrera GTS Cab' 
Carrera GTS Cab' 
Carrera 4 
Carrera 4 
Carrera 4S 
Carrera 4S 
Carrera 4 GTS 
Carrera 4 GTS 
Carrera 4 Cabriolet 
Carrera 4 Cabriolet 


Carrera 4 GTS Cab 
Carrera 4 GTS Cab 
Carrera Targa 4 
Carrera Targa 4 
Carrera Targa 4S 
Carrera Targa 4S 


GTS 
GTS RS 
Turbo 

Turbo Cabriolet 
Turbo S 

Turbo S Cabriolet 



Diesel 

4 

5 

S E-Hybrid 
4S 
GTS 
Turbo 
Turbo S 


0 Even more of a driver’s car than the brilliant Boxster, and arguably a match for the 911 

©Power and torque deliberately held back to leave room for Porsche’s 911 flagship 


The Pick: A manual 

1 - great as PDK is, nothing is better than a Porsche manual gearshift 

$106,200 

F6 

2.7 202 

290 

M6 

1310 

5.7 

- 

8.2 

98 

57 

06/12 

R 

$111,190 

F6 

2.7 202 

290 

$7 

1340 

5.6 

13.7 

7.7 

98 

57 

10/13 

R 

$139,000 

F6 

3.4 239 

370 

M6^ 

1320 

5.0 

- 

8.8 

98 

57 


R 

$143,990 

F6 

3.4 239 

370 

S7 

1350 

4.9 


*8.0 

98 

57 


R 

$160,500 

F6 

3.4 250 

380 

M6 

1345 

4.9 

~ 

9.0 

. 98 

57 


R 

$166,790 

F6 

3.4 250 

380 

S7 

1375 

4.8 

- 

8.2 

98 

57 

’ 07/14 

R 

$189,900 

F6 

3.8 283 

420 

M6 

1340 

4.4 


10.3 

98 

57 

05/15 

R 

(911 

1 Pushes supercar boundaries 

©Potent performance and dynamic depth; practical as a daily driver; it's 

Porsche's icon 

1 ©That electric parking brake is a sign of the times, and the electric steering masks some feel 

- The Pick: Any, but Carrera S with Sport Chrono. impossible to go wrong with a car this right 

$208,200 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

M7 

1380 

4.8 

- 

9.0 

98 

57 


R 

$214,150 

_F6 

3.4 257' 

390 

$7 

1400 

4.6 

- 

8.2 

98 

57 


R 

$244,800 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

M7 

1395 

4.6 

12.6 

9.5 

98 

57 

10/13 

R 

$250,750 

F6 

3.8 297 

440 

S7 

1415 

4.2 

12.2 

8.7 

98 

57 

06/12 

R 

$268,300 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1425 

4.4 

- 

9.5 

98 

57 


R 

$275,690 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

$7 

1445 

4.0 

- 

8.7 

98 

57 


R 

$229,500 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

M7 

1525 

5.0 

- 

9.2 

98 

57 


R 

$235,450 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

S7 

1525 

5.0 

- 

9.3 

98 

57 


R ' 

$266,800 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

M7 

1540 

4.7 

- 

9.7 

98 

57 

05/12 

R 

$272,750 

F6 

3.8 297 

440 

$7 

1540 

4.7 

- 

9.7 

98 

57 


R 

$289,300 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1495 

4.6 

- 

9.7 

98 

57 


R 

$296,690 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

$7 

1515 

4.2 

~ 

8.9 

_98 

57 


R 

$223,900 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

M7 

1505 

4.9 


9.5 

98 

57 


A 

$229,850 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

$7 

1505 

4.9 

- 

9.5 

98 

57 


A 

$260,500 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

M7 

1520 

4.5 

- 

10 

98 

57 


A 

$266,450 

F6 

3.8 297 

440 

S7 

1540 

4.5 

- 

10 

98 

57 


A 

$283,700 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1470 

4.4 


9.9 

98 

57 


A 

$291,090 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

$7 

1490 

4.0 


9.1 

98 

57 


A 

$245,200 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

M7 

1575 

5.1 


9.5 

98 

57 


A 

$251,150 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

S7 

1575 

5.1 

- 

10 

98 

57 


A 

t $282,500 

£6 

3.8 294 

440 

M7 

1535 

4.7 

- 

10.0 

98 

57 


A 

t $288,450 

F6 

3.8 294 

44^ 

S7 

15^ 

4.3 

- 

9.2 


57 


A 

$304,900 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1540 

4.6 

- 

10.0 

98 

57 


A 

$312,290 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

57 

1560 

4.2 

- 

9.2 

98 

57 


A 

$249,600 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

M7 

1540 

5.2 

- 

9.5 

98 

57 


A 

$255,550 

F6 

3.4 257 

390 

57 

1560 

4.8 

- 

8.7 

98 

57 


A 

$286,800 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

M7 

1555 

4.8 

- 

10.0 

98 

57 


A 

$292,750 

F6 

3.8 294 

440 

57 

1575 

4.4 

- 

9.2 

98 

57 


A 

; $304,900 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

M7 

1560 

4.7 

- 

10.0 

98 

57 


A 

; $312,290 

F6 

3.8 316 

440 

57 

1580 

4.3 


9.2 

98 

57 


A 

$293,200 

F6 

3.8 350 

440 

57 

1430 

3.5 

- 

12.4 

98 

57 


R 

$387,300 

F6 

4.0 368 

460 

57 

1420 

3.3 

- 

12.7 

98 

57 


R 

$366,100 

F6TT 

3.8 383 

710 

57 

1595 

3.2 

- 

9.7 

98 

57 


A 

$396,000 

F6TT 

3.8 383 

710 

57 

1665 

3.3 

- 

9.9 

98 

57 


A 

$444,500 

F6TT 

3.8 412 

750 

57 

1605 

3.1 

11.1 

9.7 

98 

57 

03/14 

A 

$466,500 

F6TT 

3.8 412 

750 

57 

1675 

3.2 

- 

9.9 

98 

57 


A 

1 Panamera 1 

More booty than the Kardashians 



n 

1 0 Razor-sharp dynamics for a big ’un; honking twin-turbo V8; delightful rear-drive manuals 

j © Ride is far from cosseting ; only seats four; feels massive; too much junk in its trunk 


The Pick: The 4S mixes a quick and creamy V8 with the best dynamics of the bunch 


$204,200 

V6 

3.6 228 

400 

57 

1760 

6.3 

- 

8.4 

98 

57 


R 

$208,400 

V6TD 

3.0 221 

650 

A8 

1900 

6.0 

- 

6.4 

D 

57 


R 

$216,400 

V6 

3.6 228 

400 

57 

1820 

6.1 

- 

8.7 

98 

57 


A 

$288,900 

V8 

4.8 309 

520 

57 

1810 

5.1 

~ 

8.7 

98 

57 


R 

$285,300 

V6H 

3.0 306 

590 

57 

2095 

5.5 

- 

3.1 

98 

57 


R 

$300,700 

V6TT 

3.0 309 

520 

57 

1870 

4.8 



8.9 

98 

57 


A 

$319,700 

V8 

4.8 316 

520 

57 

1920 

4.5 

- 

10.7 

98 

57 


A 

$383,000 

V8TT 

4.8 382 

700 

57 

1970 

4.1 

- 

10.2 

98 

57 


A 

$444,200 

V8TT 

4.8 419 

750 

57 

1995 

3.8 

- 

10.2 

98 

57 


A 


152 wheelsmag.com.au 



















- NEW 7- 
ARRIVALS > 

New models ! 

, for the month ; 

' ^ highlighted / 


Showroom 



S Diesel 
S 

Turbo 


For them poorer folk 

Stuttgart’s smallest tractor is also its cheapest; not a cione of its Audi Q5 cousin 
S] Hefty twin-turbo V6 power iost on a high-riding SUV; sports pedigree is marketing spin 
The Pick: The diesel, as the V6 talks the torquey talk without attempting the sporty walk 

$88,000 ~V6T 3.0 1^580 S7 1880 6.3 - 6.3 ^ 63 08/14 ~ 

$89,300 V6TT _3.0 _250 460 $7 1865 5.4 - 9.0 _98 _63 _ A 

$125,800 V6TT 3.6 294 550 S7 1925 4.8 


9.2 98 63 


Cayenne 


Now larger, lighter and less ugly 



1^5 [2 Drives like a Porsche on road, and decent off-road ; rousing atmo and stonking TT V8s 

O Hybrid more exxy and thirsty than Diesel (at least it’s quicker), and feels a little artificial 


The Pick: Greenies 

won’t like you anyway, so give ’em good reason with the 382kW Turbo 

Diesel 

$106,100 

V6TD 

3.0 

193 

580 

A8 

2110 

7.2 - 

6.6 

D 

63 

A 


$107,600 

V6 

3.6 

220 

400 

A8 

2040 

7.6 - 

9.2 

95 

63 

A 

S Diesel 

$144,400 

V8TTD 

4.2 

283 

850 

A8 

2215 

5.3 - 

8.0 

D 

63 

A 

S 

$141,200 

V6TT 

3.6 

309 

550 

A8 

2085_ 

5.4 - 

9.5 

95 

63 ^01/15 

A 

S E-Hybrid 

$140,800 

V6H 

3.6 

306' 

590 

A8 

2350 ’ 

5.9 - 

3.4 

95 

63 'l2/14 

A 

GTS 

$154,200 

V6TT 

3.6 

324 

600 

A8 

2110 

5.1 

9.8 

98 

63 

A 

Turbo 

$232,900 

V8TT ' 

4.8 

382^ 

750 

A8 

2185 

4.4 ’ - 

11.2 

98 

63 

A 

Turbo S 

$284,300 

V8TT 

4.8 

419 

800 

A8 

2235 

4.1 

11.5 

98 

63 

A 



Proton 


5yr/150,000km 

www.proton.com.au 


Last shot at success 


Smart looks; keen pricing; five-year service package; Lotus-developed suspension 
[Z] Underwhelming engine; poor cabin quality; lack of overall appeal 
^ The Pick: Proton’s five-star support package has appeal, if you treat cars as appliances 


$15,490 

L4 

1.6 

80 150 M5 

1305 12.0 - 

7.2 

95 

38 

F 

$17,490 

L4 

1.6 

80 150 C 

1325 12.5 - 

7.4 

95 

38 

F 

$22,990 

L4T 

1.6 

103 205 C 

1356 9.6 - 

8.6 

95 

40 

F 

1 Suprima S H 

S is for sport, we're told 





0 Heaps of standard gear; safe in a crash; better looker than already sharp Preve sedan 
' O Preve turbo is slightly faster to 100km/h ; manual gearbox option not here yet 

The Pick: Wait for the Super Premium before doing anything rash 

$20,990 

L4T 

1.6 

103 205 C 

1355 9.9 - 

8.8 

95 

39 

F _ 

$25,790 

L4T 

1.6 

103205 C 

1370 9.9 - 

8.8 

95 

41 

F 


GX 


$27,990 L4T 1.6 103 205 C 1485 


8.2 91 56 



Renault 


5yr/unlimited km 
www.renault.com.au 


Fashion and fun, especially the RS 


AuthentiqueTCe90 
Expression TCe90 
Expression TCe120 
Dynamique TCe120 
GT 

GT Prennium 
RS200 Sport 
RS200CUP 
RS200 Sport Prem. 
RS200 Cup Prem. 


■ Charming new Clio blends dynamic excellence with terrific new turbocharged engines 

1 [El 1.2 turbo dual-clutch only; some (optional) colour-coding looks cheap; no rear airbags 
The Pick: The Expression three- pot manual, or the superb Renaultsport in base trim 

$16,790 

'lot 

0.9 

66 

135 

M5 

1019 

12.2 

- 

4.5 

95 

42 

F 

$18,290 

L3T 

0.9 

66 

135 

M5 

1019 

12.2 

- 

4.5 

95 

46 10/13 

F 

$20,290 

L4T 

f.2 

88 

190 

S6 

1104 

10.6 

17.6 

5.2 

95 

47 '03/15 

F 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.2 

88 

190 

S6 

1104 

9.4 

- 

5.2 

95 

48 10/13 

F 

$25,490 

L4T 

1.2 ' 

88 

190 

S6 

1120 

9.4 

- 

5.2 

95 

49 

F 

$28,990 

'L4T 

1.2 

88 

'l90 

' S6 

' 1120 

' 9.4 

- 

5.2 

95 

50 ‘ 

F 

$29,490 

L4T 

1.6 

147 

240 

S6 

1218 

6.7 

14.9 

6.3 

95 

52 

F 

$31,990 

L4T 

1.6 

147 

240 

56 

1218 

6.9 

15.0 

6.3 

95 

51 02/14 

F 

$34,990 

L4T 

1.6 

'l47 

240 

56 ■ 

' 1218 

6.7 

14.9 

'6.3 ■ 

'95' 

■52 ■ 

■ F " 

$37,490 

L4T 

1.6 

147 

240 

56 

1218 

6.7 

14.9 

6.3 

95 

51 

F 



Handling champs 


Authentique 

Authentique 

Authentique 

GT-Line 

GT-Line 

GT-Line Premium 
GT-Line Premium 
Dynamique Wagon 
Dynamique Wagon 
GT-Line Wagon 
GT-Line Wagon 
GT-Line Prem Wag 
GT-Line Prem Wag 
GT220 

GT 220 Wagon 
GT 220 Premium 
GT 220 Prem Wagon 


RS265 is brilliant; GT220 is a cracking fast wagon; re-platformed base cars handle well 
nil No GT-Line manuals for Australia; Renault’s build quality is far from Japanese-perfect 

The Pick: The RS265 - it’s our hot-hatch benchmark. Or the feisty GT220 wagon 

$20,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

M6 

1205 

10.7 

17.4 

5.6 

95 

44 04/15 

F 

$23,490 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

44 

F 

$25,990 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1250 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

45 

F 

$26,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

52 

F 

$29,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1290 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

48 

F 

$30,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

48 

F 

$33,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

‘240 

'S6 

1290 

'11.7 ' 

- 

4.5 

D 

‘48' 

’ F 

$27,490 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1252 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

51 

F 

$28,990 

L4TD 

1.5 

8r 

'240 

' S6 

"l288 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

48 

F 

$28,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1252 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

48 

F 

$31,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1288 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

48 

F 

$32,990 

L4T 

1.2 

97 

205 

S6 

1252 

10.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

48 

F 

$35,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1288 

11.7 

- 

4.5 

D 

48 

F 

$35,990 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

340 

M6 

1326 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

98 

47 

F 

$37,490 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

340 

M6 

1388 

7.2 

14.9 

7.3 

98 

51 09/13 

F 

$39,990 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

■ 340 

M6 

1326 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

‘98 

‘47 

F 

1 $41,490 

L4T 

2.0 

162 

340 

M6 

1388 

7.6 

- 

7.3 

98 

52 

F 


RS265CUP 
RS265 Cup Premium 
RS275 Trophy 



Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuei 


Resaie 

issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$43,990 

L4T 

2.0 

195 

360 

M6 

1374 

6.5 

14.5 

7.5 

98 

55 

04/13 

F 

1 $47,990 

L4T 

2.0 

195 

360 

M6 

1374 

6.0 

- 

7.5 

98 

55 


F 

$52,990 

L4T 

2.0 

202 

Is 

M6 

1376 

6.0 

- 

7.5 

98 

56 

03/15 

F 


Megane CC 


Pretty on the outside 


Dynamique 

GT-Line 

Floride 


0 Cheaper than a VW Eos; newfound sense of style; smooth and reasonably sturdy 
[x] 2.0-litre and CVT struggle with all that folding-hardtop lard; deserves a low-boost turbo 
^ The Pick: Arguably the sporty GT-Line, though Holden's slick new Cascada is cheaper 

$38,990 L4 

2.0 103 

195 

C 1596 11.7 - 8.1 95 

50 - F 

$44,490 L4 

2.0 103 

195 

C 1596 11.7 - 8.1 95 

49 - F 

$45,990 L4 

2.0 103 

195 

C 1596 11.7 - 8.1 95 

49 - F 


Bottom of the mid-size pile 



0 Equipment for the price; torquey turbo-diesel undercuts syrupy V6 

^Lacks ride comfort and handling balance; average performance; it’s a Samsung SMS 

The Pick: A Mondeo, Passat, Skoda Superb or Mazda 6 are all superior options 

$37,490 

V6 

3.5 174 

330 A6 

- 

10.5 95 40 06/11 

F 

$38,490 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

380 A6 

1620 - 

6.5 D 40 

F 

$43,490 

V6 

3.5 174 

330 A6 

- 

10.5 95 40 07/11 

F 

$44,490 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

380 A6 

1620 - 

6.5 D 40 

F 


Tres chic 


Australia's most affordable 7-seater 
0 Driveaway pricing; solid after-sales service; spacious and flexible interior 
IS Four star ANCAP safety; lacking performance; no cruise control on GX; no curtain airbags 
" The Pick: Exora GXR gains useful kit including leather, reverse camera and cruise 

$25,990 'L4T ~1.6'103~205 ~C ' 1475 ' - 8.2 ' 91' 56~ 


Expression TCe90 
Expression TCe120 
Dynamique TCe120 


Expression 4x2 
Expression 4x2 
Bose Edition 4x2 
Bose Edition 4x4 
Bose Edition 4x4 
Sport Way 4x2 
Sport Way 4x2 
Privilege 4x4 
Privilege 4x4 



^ Brings high style to the baby SUV segment; supple dynamics; plush seats; packaging 
[EllOOkg weight gain takes the shine off Clio's drivetrains; laggy dual-clutch gearbox 
• The Pick: Reduced price and weight of charming TCeSO three-pot manual earns our vote 

$22,990 

L3T 

0.9 66 

135 

M5 1134 

13.0 

4.9 95 49 

F 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.2 88 

190 

$6 1215 

10.9 

5.4 95 50 

F 

$27,990 

L4T 

1.2 88 

190 

S6 1215 

11.1 

18.0 5.4 95 50 05/15 

F 

K Koleos 


Euro badge without Euro flair 


0 Prettier facelift; plusher cabin with space up front; lots of cubbies; smart split tailgate 

1 [E] Mediocre drivetrains and dynamics (it’s X-Trail-based); tight rear seat 

The Pick: A French-badged SUV, made in Korea, with Japanese underpinnings. No thanks 

$28,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

M6 1557 

- 

9.6 95 46 

F 

$29,990 

L4 

2.5 126_ 

226 

C 1557 

- 

9.3 95 47 

F 

$37,490 

'L4 

2.5 126 ' 

226 

C 1557 

- 

9.3 95 48 

F 

$40,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 1680 

10.6 

17.6 9.5 95 48 08/14 

A 

$42,490 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

320 

A6 1789 

- 

7.6 D 48 

' A 

$37,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 1622 

- 

9.3 D 54 

F 

$39,490 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

320 

A6 1762 

- 

7.0 D 54 

F 

$45,240 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 1557 

- 

9.5 95 58 

A 

$47,240 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

320” 

A6 1789 

- 

7.6 D 58 

A 


Rolls-Royce www.rolls-roycemotorcars.com 


'Baby' of the range Rolls on 



'1 Presence and grace, without arrogance; stonking V12; suicide (sorry, ’coach’) rear doors 
* lElShares plenty of mechanicals with 7 Series, but who cares when it’s this impressive? 

^ The Pick: You've decided on the Roller, so money is no object - go the long wheelbase 

$595,000 

’V12TT 

6.6 420 780 A8 

2360 4.9 - 13.6 95 

63 'O8/IO R 

$675,000 

V12TT 

6.6 420 780 A8 

13.7 95 

63 R 

1 Wraith 

Lh 

Silent coupe assassin 



.:dl Subtly flamboyant styling; super-smooth and effortlessly powerful; rarity; presence 
[ZlAt 5.3m long and nearly 2.4 tonnes, there's a limit to the Wraith's dynamic credentials 
^ The Pick: Just the one Sir (or Madam), but no coupe on earth will make life so easy 
$645,000 V12TT 6 .6 465 800 A8 2360 4.6 14.0 95 53 F 

Perennial land-yacht still magnificent 



66TSI 

66TSI wagon 
81TSI 

81TSI wagon 


FI Powerful, stately engine; jaw-dropping presence; ultra-luxe cabin; suicide doors 
[x}Sheer size hugely intimidating for all concerned, as is Phantom’s million-dollar pricetag 
The Pick: Any of them : the sedan is as palatial as they come; coupe dials up the sex factor 

$855,000 V12 

6.7 338 

720 

A8 

2649 5.9 - 14.8 95 

61 05/04 R 

$990,000 V12 

6.7 '338' 

720 

A8 

2670' 5.9 - '14.9' 95 

‘61 ‘ R ^ 

$995,000 V12 

6.7 338 

720 

A8 

2629 5.6 - 14.8 95 

61 R 

$1,075,000 V12 

6.7 338' 

720 

A8 

2630 - - 14.8 '95 

61 R 

Skoda 




3yr/unlimited km 
www.skoda.com.au 

Fabia 

A Polo with more 


^ More personality than a Polo; classy interior; tractable engines; safety and equipment 
[ZlCruise not standard; sports suspension lacks suppleness; low-speed steering feel 

0 The Pick: Practicality of the wagon makes it a winner, and stick with the base 66TSI 

$15,990 L4T 

1.2 66 

160 

M5 

1042 10.9 - 4.8 95 

48 F 

$17,140 L4T 

1.2 81 

175 

$7 

1087 9.4 - 4.8 95 

50 09/15 F 

$20,290 L4T 

1.2 66 

160 

M5 

1066 11.0 - 4.8 95 

48 09/15 F 

$21,440 L4T 

1.2 81 

175 

S7 

1111 9.6 - 4.8 95 

50 F 


81TSI Ambition 
92TSI Ambition 
81TSI Monte Carlo 
92TSI Monte Carlo 


0 Expanded and brilliantly packaged Polo platform; Mk6 Golf's gutsy 90TSI turbo four 
[x] Dark and dull interior reflects its budget status; not a handling hero; old-gen VWtecI 
The Pick: The cheaper, the better, because the Rapid is a long way from Skoda's best 

1 

$17,990 

L4T 

1.2 81 

175 M6 

1155 

10.2 - 5.4 95 

40 

08/14 

F 

‘$20,990 

L4T 

1.4 92 

200 S7 

1210 

9.4 - 6.0 95 

47 

F 

$22,990 

L4T 

1.2 81 

175 M6 

1155 

10.2 - 5.4 95 

42 

F 

$25,790 

L4T 

1.4 92 

200 S7 

1210 

9.4 - 6.0 95 

49 

08/14 

F 
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SKODA - TOYOTA 




Not at all abominable 



0 Ultra-compact MPV/SUV that prioritises cabin- and drivetrain-efficiency; brilliant 90TSI 

ISI No AWD petrol option ; 4x4 is almost Tiguan money; small boot; some NVH issues 

The Pick: Now even cheaper front-drive 1.2 turbo is light, roomy and great value 

Active 77TSI 

$24,390 

L4T 

1.2 

77 

175 

M6 

1380 11.4 - 

6.0 

95 

43 F 

Active 77TSI 

$25,790 

L4T 

1.2 

77 

175 

S7 

1410 11.7 - 

6.7 

95 

44 F 

Ambition 90TSI 

$29,190 

L4T 

1.4 

90 

200 

SI 

1445 10.6 - 

6.8 

95 

44 07/14 F 

Outdoor 1031014x4 $34,390 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

350 

S6 

1595 10.2 - 

6.7 

D 

44 A 


__ Unbeatable space for your dollar 



0 Spacious interior; enormous luggage capacity; eager and efficient engines; great value 
Only 1 .8T and RS get multi-link IRS; restless ride of torsion-beam models 
- The Pick: An IRS-equipped Elegance or the Golf GTI's girthy, value-packed sister, the RS 

Ambition 

$22,490 

L4T 

1.4 103 250 

M6 

1302 

8.4 

5.7 

95 50 02/14 

F 

Ambition 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.4 103 250 

S7 

1317 

8.5 

5.2 

95 50 

F 

Ambition wagon 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.4 103 250 

M6 

1340 

8.5 

5.7 

95 50 

F 

Ambition wagon 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.4 103 250 

S7 

1355 

8.6 

5.2 

95 49 

F 

Ambition Plus 

$25,590 

L4T 

1.4 103 250 

M6 

1302 

8.4 

5.7 

95 50 

F 

Ambition Plus 

$26,790 

L4T 

1.4 103 250 

S7 

1317 

8.5 

5.2 

95 49 

F 

Ambition Plus wagon$27,090 

L4T 

1.4 103 250 

M6 

1340 

8.5 

5.7 

95 49 

F 

Ambition Plus wagon$28,140 

L4T 

1.4 103 250 

S7 

1355 

8.6 

5.2 

95 49 

F 

Style 

$35,090 

L4T 

1.4 103 250 

S7 

1317 

8.5 

5.2 

95 48 

F 

Style wagon 

$33,540 

L4T 

“1.4 103 250 

S7 

1355 

8.6 

5.2 

95 48 

F 

Style 

$34,690 

L4T 

1.8 132 250 

S7 

1350 

7.4 

5.9 

95 48 

F 

Style wagon 

$36,040 

L4T 

1.8 132 250 

S7 

1367 

7.1 

15.3 6.1 

95 47 04/14 

F 

Style 

$38,190 

L4TD 

2.0 110 320 

S6 

1397 

8.6 

4.9 

D 45 

F 

Style wagon 

$36,840 

L4TD 

2.0 110 320 

S6 

1435 

8.7 

4.9 

D 47 

F 

RS 162 TSI 

$37,590 

L4T 

2.0 162 350 

M6 

’ 1397 

6.8 

6.4 

98 48 

F 

RS162 TSI 

$38,790 

L4T 

2.0 162 350 

S6 

1417 

6.9 

6.6 

98 48 

F 

RS162 TSI wagon 

$39,090 

L4T 

2.0 162 350 

M6 

1438 

8.7 

6.4 

98 49 10/14 

F 

RS 162 TSI wagon 

$40,140 

L4T 

2.0 162 350 

S6 

1458 

7.1 

6.6 

98 49 

F 

RS 135 TDI 

$40,990 

L4TD 

2.0 135 380 

S6 

1462 

8.2 

5.2 

D 48 

F 

RS 135 TDI wagon 

$42,990 

L4TD 

2.0 135 380 

S6 

1503 

8.3 

5.3 

D 49 

F 



Bob-a-job week, daily ^ j 

0 Jacked-up Octavia is a fine compact SUV alternative; grunty oiler; roomy interior 
Hci Not as slick or refined as its Golf Mk7 and A3 sisters, though the Scout has a definite USP 
The Pick: Unless you travel big distances, or want a manual ’box, the 1.8 turbo-petrol DSG 

$32,990 L4TD 2.0 110 340 M6 1561 9.1 5.3 D 52 





LAMBORGHINI 362kW/tonne 



McLaren 



359kW/tonne 


It’s about lack of weight rather than 
Outright power with the 650S. At just 1330kg, the 
twin-turbo 3.8-litre V8 (the only turbo in this list) 
can hit hard. Racier 675LT version raises the bar. 


331kW/tonne 


_ .ast of the atmo Ferrari V8s still 
delivers thanks to 441 purebred kilowatts, 
especially mated to the stripped-out Speciale 
body. Coming 488 ups the ratio to 341kW/tonne. 


3 Ferrari’s most powerful model 
musters 541kW from its screaming 6.3-litre V12. 
Now, where’s that autobahn... 


LAMBORGHINI 


HURACAN 


305kW/tonne 


JWhat it lacks in punch 
[ (okay, we’re being cruel, because there’s 
* still 449kW to play with) the 5.2-litre VIO 
makes up for with its 1474kg kerb weight. 


132 TSI 
135 TDI 


Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb^^ 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 Fuei 
metres cons. 

RON 

Resaie issue 
% tested 

Drive 

$38,590 

L4T 

1.8 132 

280 

S6 

1557 

7.8 

7.1 

95 

52 

A 

$41,390 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

S6 

1594 

7.8 

: 5.3 

D 

53 

A 


The name almost fits 


0Themostrearlegroomthissideof a Caprice; tech-savvy drivetrains; classy interior 
©Badge snobs will scoff; ride should be plusher for this category of car; homely sedan 

The Pick: V6 is a hard-charger, but TSI and TDI are the smart Falcadore alternatives 

Ambition 118TSI $38,990 

L4T 

1.8 118 

250 

S7 

1561 

8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 

43 

02/10 

F 

Ambition 103TDI $38,990 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1602 

10.2 

- 

6.1 

D 

51 


F 

Ambition 103TDI 4x4 $41,990 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1678 

10.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

5/l_ 


A 

Ambition TSI wagon $40,990 

'L4T 

1.8 118' 

250 

S7 

1583 

8.6 

- 

7.5 

95 

42 

09/10 

F 

Ambition 103TDI wgn$40,990 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1624 

10.3 

- 

6.2 

D 

51 


F 

Ambition TDI 4x4 wg $43,990 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1700 

10.8 

- 

6.5 

D 

51 


A 

Elegance 118TSI $45,490 

L4T 

1.8 118 

250 

S7 

1561 

8.6 

16.3 

7.3 

95 

44 

07/11 

F 

Elegance 103TDI 4x4 $48,490 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1678 

10.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

52 


A 

Elegance 125TDI $48,490 

L4TD 

2.0 125 

350 

S6 

1605 

8.8 

- 

6.3 

D 

45 


F 

Elegance 191FSI $56,490 

V6 

3.6 191 

350 

S6 

1755 

6.5 

- 

10.3 

95 

51 

08/09 

A 

Elegance TSI wagon $47,490 

L4T 

1.8 118 

250 

S7 

1583 

8.6 

- 

7.5 

95 

44 12/10 

F 

Elegance TDI 4x4 wg $50,490 

L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 

S6 

1700 

10.8 

- 

6.5 

D 

52 


A 

Elegance 125TDI wgn$50,490 

L4TD 

2.0 125 

350 

S6 

1627 

8.9 

- 

6.6 

D 

45 


F 

Elegance 191FSI wgn $58,490 

V6 

3.6 191 

350 

S6 

1777 

6.6 

- 

10.4 

95 

51 


A 

Outdoor 125 TDI $52,690 

L4TD 

2.0 125' 

350 

'S6 


'8.8 


5.9 

D 

37 


A 



Sman 

3yr/unlimited 

t www.smartaustralia.com.au 

ForTwo 

1 There's only two 


0 Bigger, with gains in safety, comfort and space; extra herbs from 1.0-iitre three pots 
[ElNot a iot of metai for the money; harsh ride; frustrating sequentiai gearbox 
The Pick: There’s a piace in the worid for this sort of car, but not at this price 


$17,110 13 1.0 52 92 $5 825 13.3 


4.4 95 32 02/09 R 


$19,690 L3 1.0 52 92 S5 855 13.3 - 4.4 95 32 


Ssangyong 


3yr/100,000km 

www.ssangyong.com.au 


s 

SX AWD 


S 

S 

SPR 


\t actually stands for 'Korea can do' _ 

0 Equipment for the asking price; inoffensive looks; decent fuel economy 
lElSIoppy steering; laggy diesel; anaemic petrol; third-world image 
The Pick: Base S is priced too close to other A-grade medium SUVs for us to recommend it 

$25,990 L4 2.0 110 197 A6 1599 - - 7.9 91 45 F 


$27,990 L4TD 


2.0 129 360 A6 1747 - 

Frankenstein with lipstick 


7.5 D 44 


0 Cheap road to seven seats; standard equipment list from a much higher price bracket 
[H)A generational leap forward, yet the rear end still looks like unfinished business 
The Pick : A vasecto my. Or a s econd -hand Honda Odyssey. If you must, the bas e S 

$29,990 ~L4TD 2.0 li4~360" 1968 - - 7.6 ~D 50 R 

$31,990 L4TD 2.0 114 360 A5 1992 - - 7.8 D 51 R 


$36,990 L4TD 


7.8 D 50 



2.0 114 360 A5 1992 - _ 

A rough-and-ready 4x4 
lZI Switchable 4WD with high- and low-range and a 2.6-tonne braked towing capacity 
[HISeparate-chassis structure adds weight and kills agility; it's outdated and ungainly 
The Pick: A second-hand Toyota 4WD of some description. Or even a Pajero... 

$39,990 2.0 ]W 360 A5 1985 - ^ O D ^ A~ 



Subaru 

3yr/unlimited 

www.subaru.com.au 


Impreza now more impressive 


2.0i hatch 
2.0i hatch 
2.0i sedan 
2. Oi sedan 
2.0i Premium hatch 
2.0i Premium hatch 
2.0i Premium sedan 
2.0i Premium sedan 
2.0i-S hatch 
2.0i-S sedan 



0 A decent looker; classier cabin with fresh infotainment; unrivalled durability reputation 
© Uninspiring, torque-deprived 2.0-litre four; dynamically, it’s all a bit soggy 

The Pick: Impreza has made up some ground, and base-model price is now drive-away 

$22,990* 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

M6 

1345 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

56 

04/12 

A 

$24,990* 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

56 

04/12 

A 

$22,990* 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

M6 

1345 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

56 

04/12 

A 

$24,990* 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

56 

08/12 

A 

$21,400 

_F4 

2.0 110 

196 

M6 

1335 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

56 

04/12 

A 

$23,400 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1375 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

56 

04/12 

A 

$21,400 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

M6 

1335 

10.5 - 

7.1 

91 

56 

04/12 

A 

$23,400 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1375 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

56 

04/12 

A 

$27,400 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

57 

04/12 

X 

$27,400 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1385 

11.1 - 

6.8 

91 

57 

04/12 

A 

Ixv 

1 XV gets jack of Impreza 

0 Cool colours, black alloys and extra ground clearance; more fun than an Impreza 
©Minuscule boot; non-switchable ESC kills the fun factor on dirt; deserves Forester’s 2.5 

- The Pick: Rivals Qashqai, ASX and S-Cross. We’d go Qashqai, though the XV has its appeal 

$26,490 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

M6 

1390 

10.5 - 

7.3 

91 

52 


A 

$28,990 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1420 

10.7 - 

7.5 

91 

52 


A 
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Showroom 



Price 

type 

size Power Torque 

Kerb 0-100 

Trans, weight km/h 

0-400 

Fuel Resale Issue 

cons. RON % tested Drive 

2.0i-L 

$29,990 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

M6 1405 10.5 

- 

7.3 91 54 A 

2.0i-L 

$32,490 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

C 1435 10.7 

- 

7.5 91 52 A 

2.0i-S 

$32,490 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

M6 1415 10.5_ 

- 

7.3 91 54 A 

2.0i-S 

$34,990 

F4 

2.0 110 196 

G 1445 10.7 

- 

7.5 91 52 03/12 A 



New-generation icon 




Wm Rex and STi finally get the chassis fluidity they deserve, and good cabins, for a top price 
H ISl WRX lacks STi's better-quality seats and its 17-inch alloys look tiny; unyielding ride 


The Pick: Despite WRX's all-new engine, the sharply focused STi is worth the extra coin 


$38,990 

F4T 

2.0 197 350 

M6 1469 6.0 

- 

9.2 95 57 A 


$40,990 

F4T 

2.0 197 350 

C 1527 6.3 

- 

8.6 95 57 08/14 A 

Premium 

$44,890 

F4T 

2.0 197 350 

M6 1504 6.0 

- 

9.2 95 58 05/14 A 

Premium 

$45,990 

F4T 

2.0 197 350 

G 1562 6.3 

- 

8.6 95 58 A 

STi 

$49,490 

F4T 

2.5 221 407 

M6 1525 4.9 

- 

10.4 98 61 A 

STi Premium 

$55,390 

F4T 

2.5 221 407 

M6 1537 5.3 

13.6 

10.4 98 61 09/14 A 



Ugly no longer 



2.5i 

2.5i Premium 

2.0D 

2.0D 

2.0D Premium 
2.0D Premium 
3.6R Premium 


1 1^ Massive price cuts and a big lift in style; classy interior; smooth refinement; AWD grip 

1 (HI Numb steering; unsettled ride; no manuals or GTs; 2.5i doesn't sound like a flat four 

- The Pick: Not the driver' 

s car 

it once was, but if you can stretch to it. 

the3.6R 



$29,990 

F4 

2.5 

129 

235 

C 

1542 9.6 

7.3 

91 

55 

03/15 

A 

$35,490 

F4 

2.5 

129 

235 

G 

1568 9.6 

7.3 

91 

57 


A 

$41,990 

F6 

'3.6 

191 

350 

G 

1645 ’ 7.3 ' 

15.3 9.9 

91 ' 

*57 

02715 " 

’ A 

J Outback B 

Classy SUV alternative 


□ 


1 

1 

1 0 Better-riding than Liberty; neat styling; extensive equipment; impressive CVTtranm 
1 IS No petrol manuals; weirdly weighted steering; flat six is so smooth it lacks character 
The Pick: Arguably better than its Liberty stablemate in all drivetrain variations 


$35,990 

_F4 

2.5 

129 

235 

G 

1597 10.2 

7.3 

91 

54 

03/15 

~A~' 

$41,490 

_F4 

2.5 

129 

235 

G 

1628 10.2 

7.3 

91 

55 


A 

$35,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 

350 

M6 

1630 9.7 

5.7 

D 

54 


A 

$37,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 

350 

G 

1684 9.9 

6.3 

D 

54 


A 

$41,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 

350 

M6 

1668 9.7 

5.7 

D 

55 


A 

$43,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 

350 

C 

1723 9.9 

17.0 6.3 

D 

55 

07/15 

A 

$47,990 

F6 

3.6 

191 

350 

G 

1702 7.6 

9.9 

95 

56 

02/15 ’ 

A 


Brilliantly engineered by Subaru 
Superb steering, balance; engine above 4500rpm; driveaway pricing; free servicing 
IS Sounds like a Forester at low revs; not as rapid as a WRX; same wheels as the Toyota 
The Pick: Same as Toyota 86, but sl ightly less o verstee ry. Your choice 

$37,150 F4 '2.0 147^205 1256 1.6 - Ts 98 61 ' 09/12 ~ 


$39,730 F4 



2.0 147 205^ A6 1286 8.2 - 

Subtly satisfying 


7.1 98 61 


2.0i-L 

2.51- L 

2.51- S 
2.0D-L 
2.0D-L 
2.0D-S 
2.0D-S 
XT 

XT Premium 


Suzuki 



0 Spacious cabin; fluid handling; impressive ride and refinement; XT's impressive pace 

1 IS Engines don't really sound like flat fours any more; full-size spare robs boot space 
• The Pick: Alongside BRZ and terrific new WRX, it’s the best Subaru on sale 

$29,990 

F4 

2.0 

110 

198 

M6 

1489 

10.6 

- 

7.2 

90 

52 

A 

$32,990 

F4 

2.5 

126 

235 

C 

1519 

10.1 

/7.2 

8.1 

90 

54 

08/14 

A 

$39,490 

F4 

2.5 

126 

235 

C 

1555 

9.9 

- 

8.1 

90 

55 

A 

$33,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

M6 

1578 

10.2 

- 

5.9 

D 

54 

06/13 

A 

$35,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

G 

1633 

- 

- 

6.3 

D 

54 

A 

$39,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

M6 

1612 

10.2 

- 

5.9 

D 

55 

A 

$41,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

108 

350 

G 

1667 

- 

- 

6.4 

D 

55 

A 

$40,990 

F4T 

2.0 

177 

350 

C 

1631 

7.5 

- 

8.1 

95 

55 

A 

$47,990 

F4T 

2.0 

177 

350 

C 

1649 

7.0 

15.1 

8.1 

95 

56 

11/15 

A 


3yr/100,000km 

www.suzuki.com.au 


Cheap seats ain't so bad 
Drive-away pricing; rear seatbelt reminders; peppy three-pot; decent ride and handling 
IS Looks geeky; ridiculous name; steering a bit vague; CVT slippage at full throttle 
The Pick: Sweet manual gearbox makes Suzuki's toaster-on-wheels better than it looks 

$12,990* L3 1.0 50 90 M5 830 12.9 18.6 4.7 91 46 06/15 F 


GL 

GL 

GL Navigator 
GL Navigator 
GLX Navigator 
GLX Navigator 
Sport 

Sport 


$13,990* 

L3 

1.0 

50 90 

C 

860 

13.5 

- 

4.8 

91 

46 

05/15 

F 

1 Swift 

■ 

Quiet achiever 



'1^ :■**?* 



0 Impressively refined and dynamic; seven airbags; Sport is a decent budget warm hatch 
Sport is too expensive compared to a Fiesta ST; 1.4 is less powerful than old Swift’s 1.5 
The Pick: Mid-range GL is great value; Sport is a much better steer than Veloster or Koup 

$15,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

M5 

1005 

- 

- 

5.5 

91 

55 

01/12 

F 

$17,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

A4 

1025 

11.5 

18.3 

6.2 

91 

54 

03/15 

F 

$17,490 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

M5 

1005 

9.8 

16.9 

5.5 

91 

43 

11/11 

F 

$19,490 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

A4 

1025 

- 

- 

6.2 

91 

44 


F 

$19,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

M5 

1025 

- 

- 

5.5 

91 

47 

05/11 

F 

$21,990 

L4 

1.4 

70 130 

A4 

1045 

- 

~ 

6.2 

91 

55 

01/12 

F 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 

100'l60 

M6' 

1060 

^8.6 ' 

'16.3 

6.5 ' 

95 

’ 49 ' 

' 11/13 

F 

$26,490 

L4 

1.6 

100 160 

G 

1075 

- 

- 

6.1 

95 

48 


F 



Crosses over to modernity . 

r7! Neatly straddles two small-SUV classes in size but not price; 110kg lighter than old SX4 
IS Only adequate power; too much like a Swift inside; top model expensive for this class 
The Pick: GL manual dangerously close to a base Golf so possibly a GLX AWD. If we had to 


GL 

GL 

GLNav 


$22,990 L4 ^ 1.6 86 156 M5 1085 - 


5.8 91 45 


$25,490 L4 1.6 86 156 G 1125 - 


5.8 91 45 


$25,490 L4 


1.6 86 156 


1125 




Eng 

Eng 



Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuei 


Resale 

issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torque Trans, weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$29,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

G 1125 

10.5 

17.6 

5.8 

91 

46 

05/15 

F 

$32,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

G 1190 

- 

- 

6.2 

91 

46 


A 

$34,990 

L4 

1.6 

86' 

156 

C "" 1190 


- 

6.2 

91 

'47^_ 


'a""^ 


Winning mid-sized Swift sibling 


Sport Touring 
Sport Touring 
Sport Prestige 
Sport AWD 


« [U Cool name; well-equipped; (mostly) quality materials; (mostly) good handling 

1 ETight rear leg- and headroom; CVT lacks the fizz of the manual ; deserves more grunt 

The Pick: Kizashi over a Korean if you want a value-packed medium sedan 

$28,990 

L4 

2.4 131 

230 

M6 

1445 - 

7.9 91 

42 

F 

$31,490 

L4 

2.4 131 

230 

G 

1485 - 

7.9 91 

41 

F 

$37,990 

L4 

2.4 131 

230 

G 

1530 - 

7.9 91 

42 

F 

$39,990 

L4 

2.4 131 

230 

G 

1600 - 

8.4 91 

42 

A . 


Lives on with stability control 
0 Surprisingly capable off-road; proven mechanicals; cheapest way to go bush bashing 
IS] Bouncy ride and poor handling; unrefined; gutless engine means you'll be revving it 
The Pick: With a pair of live axles, it's a true 4WD, but if that's your thing, see below... 

$20,990 W 1.3 63 110 M5 1060 - 


7.1 91 46 


$22,990 L4 1.3 63 110 A4 1075 ^ - 7.4 91 46 A 

Return of a once-loved 80's icon 

IZl Combines smart packaging, competent dynamics and keen pricing into a likeable CX-3 rival 
IS] Not exactly grunty; lacks driver-assist tech and some basic convenience features 


RT-S 

$21,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

M5 

1075 - 

5.8 

91 

A 

RT-S 

$23,990 

L4 

1.6' 

'86 

'l56 

A6 

1075 - 

6.0 

91 

A " 

RT-X 

$31,990 

L4 

1.6' 

'86 

156 

A6 

1185 - 

6.3 

91 

A ' 


V Tesla 


4yr/80, 000km 
www.teslamotors.com/en_AU 


Space-age electric celebrity 
^ Multiple global 'Car of the Year' awards; incredible mega-tablet centre stack; modernity 
[SI Charging time; are ultra-conservative luxo buyers ready for a progressive car like this? 
The Pick: As a triumphant single-finger salute to the Europeans, any Model S you choose 


70 

$113,432 

E 

- 235 

440 

A1 

- 

5.8 - 

0 

55 

R 

70D 

$122,433 

"e 

- 245 

525 

A1 

- 

5.4 - 

0 

55 

A 

85 

$132,719 

E 

- 278 

440 

A1 

- 

5.6 - 

0 

^54_ 

R 

85D 

$142,017 

E 

- 311 

660 

A1 

- 

4.4 - 

0 

54 

A 

P85D 

$178,532 

E 

- 515 

967 

A1 

2239 

3.0 - 

0 

54 

A 



Toyota 


3yr/100,000km 

www.toyota.com.au 



Yaris 

1 _ 

X-factor on face value 







-yj Updated Yaris gains striking new face, refinement improvements and fresh multimedia 
[^Ancient drivetrains; below-average fuel economy; flawed driving position 


^ The Pick: Hatch now 5dr only and best as 

a manual. Avoid the decade-old Yaris sedan 


Ascent 

$14,990 

L4 

1.3 

63 

121 

M5 

1025 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

46 

F 

Ascent 

$16,490 

L4 

1.3 

63 

121 

A4 

1035 

13.7 

19.3 

6.3 

91 

45 03/15 

F 

SX 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 

141 

M5 

1045 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

46 

F 

SX 

$18,490 

L4 

1.5 

80 

141 

A4 

1055 

~ 

~ 

6.3 

91 

46 

F 

ZR 

$21,490 

L4 

J.5 

80 

141 

A4 

1055 

- 

- 

6.3 

91 

47 

F 

YRS sedan 

$17,490 

L4 

1.5 

80 

141 

M5 

1030 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 

46 

F 

YRS sedan 

$18,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 

141 

A4 

1045 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 

46 

F 

YRX sedan 

$20,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 

141 

A4 

1045 

10.6 

- 

6.7 

91 

47 

F 



0 Diesel-beating fuel efficiency in a sub-$25K light hatch package 
[x}DuII dynamics true to Prius tradition; budget plastics; C-grade in more 
The Pick: A Polo 81TSI and Mazda 2 Genki are miles better, unless you’re 

than just name 
eco-obsessed 

$22,990 L4H 

1.5 74 169 G 

1120 - - 3.9 91 

57 F 

$25,990 L4H 

1.5 74 169 G 

1140 - - 3.9 91 

58 F 


Ascent hatch 
Ascent hatch 
Ascent Sport hatch 
Ascent Sport hatch 
Ascent sedan 
Ascent sedan 
SX hatch 
SX hatch 
SX sedan 
SX sedan 
ZR hatch 
ZR sedan 


1 Corolla 

1 

Finally, a Corolla we don't hate 





- 0 Roomy and well-built; strong body; decent dynamics; attractive front end; reliability 
g @ Heavier and slower than the previous model; unexciting drivetrain; snoozy sedan 

The Pick: Ascent Sport manual, but both Mazda 3 and Golf are more polished small cars 

$19,790 

L4 

1.8 

103 173 

M6 

1255 - 

6.7 

91 

56 


F 

$21,790 

L4 

1.8 

103 173 

G 

1275 - 

6.1 

91 

54 


F 

$20,790 

L4 

1.8 

103 173 

M6 

1270 - 

6.7 

91 

56 


F 

$22,790 

L4 

1/8' 

103 173 

^ C 

1275 - 

6.1 

9r 

54 

10/15^ 

F 

$20,740 

L4 

1.8 

103 173 

M6 

1250 - 

7.0 

91 

48 


F 

$22,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 173 

C 

1280 - 

6.6 

91 

47 


F 

$23,490 

L4 

1.8 

103 173 

M6 

1275 - 

6.7 

91 

56 


F 

$25,490 

T4~ 

1.8 

103 '173 

G 

1310 - 

6.1 

91 

56 


F 

$22,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 173 

M6 

1255 - 

7.0 

91 

49 


F 

$25,240 

L4 

1.8 

103 173 

C 

1285 - 

6.6 

91 

45 


F 

$28,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 173 

G 

1275 - 

6.1 

91 

57 

10/15 

F 

$30,990 

L4 

1.8 

103 173 

C 

1295 - 

6.6 

91 

50 


F 
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Altise 
Altise 
AtaraS 
Atara S 
Atara SX 
Atara SL 
Atara SL 


Is it really hip to be square? 



Funky dash layout and ’unique’ exterior styling; decent space and practicality 
(SI Does Gen Y really want a box on wheels? Drivetrain is unimpressive; average dynamics 
The Pick: Better to drive than a Kia Soul, but vastly inferior to a Skoda Yeti 

Build 1 

$26,990 L4 2.4 

125 224 A4 

1390 - - 8.8 

91 45 


F 

Build 2 

$29,490 L4 2.4 

125 224 A4 

1420 - - 8.8 

91 46 


F ' 

Build 3 

$32,490 L4 2.4 

125 224 A4 

1430 - - 8.8 

91 46 

08/10 

F 



New metal, sharp pricing 


1 Space and value; sweet hybrid drivetrain blends grunt and economy; SX's handling 

1 (HI Dull petrol four; six-speed auto not particularly intuitive; low-speed ride issues 

The Pick: SX looks decent and handles well, but an Atara S Hybrid makes the most sense 

$26,490 

L4 

2.5 

133 

231 

A6 

1460 - 

7.8 

91 

43 


F 

$30,490 

L4H 

2.5 

151 

270 

C 

1575 7.9 

15.7 5.2 

91 

47 

07/15 

F 

$29,490 

L4 

2.5 

135 _ 

235 

A6 

1460 - 

7.8 

91 

44 


F 

$32,490 

'l4H 

2.5 

151 ’ 

270 

C 

1575 - 

- ' 5.2 

91 

’ 47 ' 


F 

$31,990 

L4 

2.5 

135 

235 

A6 

1460 8.8 

16.4 7.8 

91 

44 

07/15 

F 

$37,440 

L4 

2.5 

135 

235 

A6 

1460 - 

7.8 

91 

45 


F 

$40,440 

L4H 

2.5 

151 

270 

C 

1575 - 

- " 5.2 

91 

50 


F 



Prius hatch 


_ Clever, spacious, frugal _ 

Prius III is even more frugal, and it no longer falls over itself in corners 
IS] Still completely emotionless and artificial to drive; arcade-game steering; poor resale 
The Pick: It’ll halve your fuel bills over a petrol-only Camry, but i-Tech is overpriced 

$33,490 L4H 1.8 100 142 C 1365 10.4 - 3.9 95 58 02/10 F 


$43,990 L4H 



95 48 02/10 F 


1.8 100 1_42 C 10.4 - 3.9 

Avensis Verso painted green 
^ Voracious breeders will love the wallet-saving hybrid tech, and the extra seats 
ISl Being part of the Prius family means forfeiting driver enjoyment; zero boot with seats up 
The Pick: Be financially frugal and stick wih the base 


$34,490 L4H 1.8 100 142 C 1565 - 


4.4 95 55 07/12 F 


$44,490 L4H 


_l^8 100 142 C 1565 - 

^ Still a Camry with extra pots 


4.4 95 57 


' 0 Lovely 3.5-litre V6 delivers superb performance; Sportivo's sharper chassis and styling 

Ixl Ride quality of Prodigy, Presara and Sportivo; average steering ; power 

-down issues 


The Pick: Despite its ride issues, the upgraded Sportivo with its tougher style 



$36,490 V6 

3.5 

200 336 A6 1525 6.1 14.2 9.3 

91 

33 

08/12 

F 

$40,990 V6 

3.5 

200 336 A6 1555 - - 9.3 

91 

34 

06/12 

F 

$50,440 V6 

3.5 

200 336 A6 1550 - - 9.3 

91 

34 

06/12 

F 


Superb, and not just for a Toyota 



0 ’Hachi-roku’ is Japanese for brilliant rear-drive balance, driving purity and value 

El Prius-derived tyres make it skatey in the wet; some awkward styling details 



^ The Pick: The GT is unbelievably good value. As in, we 

didn’t believe it’d cost just $30H 


GT 

$29,990 F4 

2.0 

147 

205 M6’ 

1257 7.0 

15.0 

7.8 

95 

'62 

08/12 

' R 

GT 

$32,490 F4 

2.0 

147 

205 A6 

8.2 

- 

7.1 

95 

63 


R 

GTS 

$35,990 F4 

2.0 

147 

205 M6 

1275 7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

65 

11/13 

R 

GTS 

$38,490 F4 

2.0 

147 

205 A6 

8.2 

- 

7.1 

95 

64 

10/12 

R 


The legendary family bus 
(S This is the people mover of people movers with a refined and updated interior 
[si Won't do much for your sex appeal; lacks the innovation of the 1990s 'egg' Tarago 
The Pick: If you can stretch the budget, get the GLi V6 and gain good sprog hauling torque 


GLi 

GLX 

GLi 

GLX 

Ultima 


$46,990 L4 


2.4 125 224 G 1795 - 


8.9 91 61 



GX2WD 

GX2WD 

GXL2WD 

GXL2WD 

GX 

GX 

GX 

GXL 

GXL 

GXL 

Gruiser 

Gruiser 

Gruiser 



$49,490 

L4 

2.4 125 224 

G 1795 

- 

8.9 91 61 

F 

$51,990 

V6 

3.5 202 340 

A6 1870 

- 

10.2 95 60 

F 

$57,490 

V6 

3.5 202 340 

A6 1870 

- 

10.3 95 60 

F 

$67,600 

V6 

3.5 202 340 

A6 1930 

- 

10.3 95 61 

F 

1 RAV4 

■ 

^ Is bigger really better? 



j 0 Lots of room; decent versatility; capable performance; should be reliable 


1 (HI Bulky dashboard an ergonomic malaise; engine needs revs; not very good off-road 


The Pick: A CX-5, X-Trail, Kuga or Forester, though the roomy RAV4 has its appeal 


$27,490 

_L4 

2.0 107 187 

M6 1485 

- 

7.7 91_ 52 

T" 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 107 187 

C 1520 ' 

- 

7.4 9 " 52 

F 

$31,490 

L4 

2.0 107 187 

M6 1510 

- 

7.7 91 54 

F 

$33,990 

L4 

2.0 107 187 

G 1540 

- 

7.4 91 52 

F 

$32,990 

L4 

“ 2.5 132 233 

A6 ' 1605’ 

- 

- 8.5 ’91 ’54 

A 

$33,990 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

M6 1630 

- 

5.6 D 54 

A 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

A6 1640 

- 

6.5 D 54 

A 

$36,990 

L4 

2.5 132 233 

A6 1605 

9.9 

17.1 8.5 91 54 08/14 

A 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

M6 1660 

- 

5.6 D 54 06/13 

A 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

A6 1660 

- 

6.5 D 55 

_A 

$42,990 

L4 

2.5 132 233 

M6 1605 

- 

8.6 91 56 

A 

$45,490 

L4 

2.5 132 233 

A6 1605 

- 

8.5 91 56 

A 

$48,490 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

A6 1660 

- 

6.5 D 56 

A 


Tougher looks, better manners 


GX 

GX 

GXL 

GXL 

Grande 

Grande 


1 0 Practical and roomy; quieter and more dynamically polished; strong engine; nice price 

I IHI Lack of a diesel narrows its appeal ; average cabin plastics; no longer made in Japan 

The Pick: GX front-drive, with its standard seven seats and Australian suspension tune 

$40,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 337 

A6 

1935 

8.3 

10.2 

91 

54 


F 

$44,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 337 

A6 

2005 

8.7 

10.6 

91 

55 


A 

$49,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 “ 337 

A6 

1950 

'8.3 

' 10.2 

91 

55 


F 

$53,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 337 

A6 

2020 

8.7 

10.6 

91 

56 


A 

$63,142 

V6 

3.5 

201 337 

A6 

1990 

8.3 

10.4 

91 

56 


F 

$67,130 

' V6 ' 

" 3.5 

'201 337 

' A6 ’ 

’ 2060 

'y.9 

15.7 10.6' 

91 

’ 57 ’ 

09/15 ' 

’ A 



Seven-seater 4WD with real off-road ability 
[£] More torque from new diesel; grunty petrol V6; great off-road; massive 150-litre fuel tank 
(ElSeparate chassis and live rear axle hobbles handling ; swing-out tailgate 


GX 5-seat 

$52,990 

L4TD 

2.8 130 420 

M6 

2150 - 

8.8 

D 

61 

A 

GX 5-seat 

$54,990 

L4TD 

2.8 130 450 

A6 

- 

8.8 

D 

60 

A 

GX 

$55,490 

L4TD 

2.8 130 420 

M6 

- 

8.8 

D 

61 

A 

GX 

$57,490 

L4TD 

2.8 130 450 

A6 

- 

8.8 

D 

60 

A 

GXL 

$59,990 

L4TD 

2.8 130 420 

M6 

2290 - 

8.5 

D 

58 

A 

GXL 

$61,990 

L4TD 

2.8 130 450 

A6 

- 

8.8 

D 

62 

A 

GXL 

$60,990 

V6 

4.0 207 381 

A6 

2290 - 

13.0 

91 

61 

A 

VX 

$72,990 

V6 

4.0 207 381 

A6 

- - 

13.0 

91 

61 

A 

VX 

$73,990 

'L4TD 

2.8 130 450 

A6 

- 

8.8 

D ' 

61' 

A 

Kakadu 

$83,490 

V6 

4.0 207 381 ■■ 

■ A6 

2355 - 

' 13.0 

91_' 

57 

A " 

Kakadu 

$84,490 

L4TD 

2.8 130 450 

A6 

2435 - 

'8.8 

D 

61 

A 



More credible than a Hummer 

tZ! Proper off-road ability combined with retro, butch styling and toey V6; 150-litre fuel tank 
IE\ Prado-based chassis not at all dynamic; 4.0-litre engine can get thirsty 
The Pick: Only one option, and it’s one of a handful of short wheelbase SUVs still on sale 

$46,990 V6 4.0 200 380 A5 2000 - - lf.4 91 57 09/11 A 


LandCruiser 


■ King of the outback ... not the suburbs 


0 Wonderful cruise comfort and exceptional refinement; go-anywhere ruggedness 

1 [SI It’s a tank; cabin entry/egress difficult; brakes easily waterlogged; lumbering dynamics 
- The Pick: Outstanding diesel V8 ; go for the VX with the tricky KDSS suspension 

$73,600 

V8TTD 

LD 

LD 

650 

A6 

2635 

10.3 _ 

D 

67 

A 

$80,600 

V8 

4.6 227 

439 

A6 

2585 

13.6 ' 

91 

67 

A 

$83,600 

V8TTD 

4.5 195 

650 

A6 

2630 

10.3 

D 

67 

A 

$90,600 

V8 

4.6 227 

439 

A6 

2640 

13.6 

91 

61 

A 

$93,600 

V8TTD 

4.5 195 

650 

A6 

2705 

10.3 

D 

61 

A 

$110,600 

V8 

4.6 227 

439 

A6 

2640 

13.6 

91 

61 

A _ 

$113,600 

V8TTD 

4.5 195 

650 

A6 

2705 

10.3 

D 

61 

A 


Volkswagen 


3yr/unlimited 

www.volkswagen.com.au 


66TSI Trendline 
66TSI Trendline 
81TSI Gomfortline 
81TSI Comfortline 
GTI 
GTI 


2010 M/hee/s Car of the Year 

0 Just-updated Polo still a good thing; slick 81 kW 1.2 turbo; deceptively rapid GTI 
[^Class-leading active safety kit is optional; rivals have closed in on Polo's quality lead 
The Pick: Providing you tick the (standard for MY16) adaptive dampers, a GTI manual 

$16,990 L4T 1.2 66 160 M5 1032 10.8 - 4.7 95 47 F 

$19,490 L4T 1.2 66 160 S7 1064 113 18.0 4.7 95 46 03/15 F 

$18,490 L4T 1.2 81 175 M6 1060 9.3 - 4.8 95 47 F_ 

$20,990 L4T 1.2 81 175 $7 1088 9.3 - 4.7 95 46 10/14 F 

$27,490 L4T 1.8 141^ 320 M6 1234 6.4 14.7 6.1 95 55 10/15 F^ 


6.7 - 


5.7 95 55 



$29,990 L4T _l.8 141 250 S7 1242 

Now a proper car 

E7I Modern Beetle has a useable boot, a functional interior, and multi-link IRS 
[^A Golf is better and cheaper; rear seat space still compromised 
The Pick: A beautifully restored 1975 rack-and-pinion Superbug L, or a Karmann Ghia 

$31,390 L4T 1.4 118 240 M6 1292 8.3 - 6.8 95 42 


$33,890 L4T 1.4 118 240 S7 1299 8.3 


6.8 95 41 10/13 F 


92TSI 

92TSI 

92TSI Trendline 

92TSI Trendline 

92TSI Comfortline 

IIOTSIHighline 

IIOTDIHighline 

GTI 

GTI 

GTI Performance 

R 

R 


Our 2013 Car of the Year 

0 Golf Mk7 aces the competition; stunning interior and refinement; brilliant GTI 
ElAII-wheel-drive R not as dynamic as GTI Performance; no diesel or GTI-P manuals 
The Pick: For now, the excellent 92TSI. Or the fabulous GTI in any specification 

$22,490 L4T 1.4 92 200 M6 1209 9.1 - 5.3 95 56 04/15 F 


$24,990 L4T 1.4 92 200 $7 1233 9.1 


5.1 95 56 12/13 F 


$23,990 

$26,490 


L4T 

L4T 


92 _ 2 ^ 
1.4 92 200 


M6 2209 9.] 
1233’ 9.] 


5.3 95 56 

5.1 95 ’56* 


$27,990 l4T 1.4 92 '200 S7 1233 '9.1 


5.1 95 58 


$32,990 L4T 1.4 110 250 $7 1265 8.2 - 5.1 95 59 03/14 F 

$35,490 L4TD 2.0 110 340 S6 1326 8.1 15.9 4.6 D 58 08/13 F 

F 
F 


$40,990 
$43,490 L4T 


_^2.0j62 350 M6 1313 6.5 - 6.2 98 60 

2.0 162 '350 $6 1324 6.4 14.5 6.6 98 59 ^11/13 


$46,490 L4T 2.0 169 350 $6 1364 6.4 14.6 6.6 98 60 05/14 F 


$52,740 

$55,240 


L4T 

L4T 


Golf wagon 


2.0 206 380 M6 1476 5.2 7.1 98 61_ 

2.0 206 380 S6 1495 5.0 13.2 6.9 98 61' 

[COTY winner plus cargo 


05/14 


^ Stacks of space with all of Golf Vll's polish and class; cheaper than outgoing Golf wagon 
I^No manual ’box; only TDI variant is pricey; Golf R wagon and 1.8T Alltrack not here yet 
^ The Pick: 92TSI Trendline wagon is great value and packs all the engine you really need 


92TSI Trendline 
92TSI Comfortline 
IIOTSIHighline 
IIOTDIHighline 


$27,990 L4T 1.4 92 200 S7 1312 9.5 


5.2 95 59 04/14 F 


$29,490 L4T _U 92_200 ^ 1312 9.5 - 

$34,490 L4T 1.4 'iTo 250 $7 1312 8.6 - 


5.f ” 95 ' 60 ' 


$36,990 L4TD 


Golf Cabriolet 


2.0 110 340 S6 1326 8.9 - 4.6 p_ 60 F 

Firmly-suspended soft-top 

fZl Drives like a (Mk6) Golf; neatly packages four seats into a compact, relatively light body 
[^Increased steering vibration over hatch; dated design; won't be replaced until Golf Mk8 
• The Pick: For not that much extra coin, Audi's new-gen A3 Cabriolet is a much better bet 

118TSI Exclusive $43,990 L4ST T4 T 18 '240 S7 1443 8.4 - 6.5 95 58 'oT/12 F 
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r NEW - 
ARRIVALS 

New models 
for the month 
highlighted . ^ 


Showroom 


Lots of VW for the money 



E Twincharger punch for $23K; huge boot; plenty of room; efficient engines; slick cabin 

1 [Si Bland styling; old-Golf platform and interior archiecture; people will think you play bowls 


-ThePick: Abase118TSI 

over 

any Corolla, 

Lancer, Elantra, Cerato or 

Cruze sedan 


118TSI Trendline 

$22,990 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

M6 

1315 

8.3 

6.5 

95 

42 

01/12 

F 

118TSI Trendline 

$25,490 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

S7 

1335 

8.3 

6.2 

95 

42 

12/11 

^ F 

118TSI Comfortline 

$29,990 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

S7 

1335 

7.5 

15.1 6.2 

95 

44 

03/12 

F 

118TSIHighline 

$33,990 

_UST 

1.4 

118 

240 

S7 

1335 

8.3 

6.2 

95 

44 


F 

103TDI Highline 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

S6 

1454 

9.5 

5.5 

D 

43* 


' F 

155TSI Highline Sport$39,990 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

280 

S6 

1446 

7.2 

7.8 

95 

45 


' F 


At the top of its game 


118TSI 

118TSI wagon 
ISOTDIHighline 
130TDI H'line wgn 
Alltrack wagon 


E Quality interior and generous level of gear; eight airbags; strong resale; overall polish 
[x] Facelift defines conservatism ; dual-clutch gearbox occasionally stumbles around town 
The Pick: 1.8 turbo is a beaut unit and top value. Diesel wagon is good buying too 

$38,990 

L4T 

1.8 

118 

250 57 

1482 

8.7 

16.3 7.2 95 

45 

07/11 F 

$40,990 

L4T 

1.8 

118 

250 57 

1482 

8.7 

7.5 95 

45 

01/12 F 

$44,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 56 

1554 

7.8 

15.7 5.7 D 

46 

11/12 F 

$46,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

130' 

380 56 

1554 

8.8 

5.7 D 

46 

F 

$48,290 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 56 

- 

8.7 

6.3 D 

55 

A 



Flicks Passat and picks up fifth seat 
El styling hints at Phaeton ; finally gets a centre-rear belt; tuneful V6 is as lovely as ever 
[x] Adaptive suspension doesn’t work as well as Passat’s standard dampers 
The Pick: For pace (and sound), the V6; for real living, the cheaper, thriftier TDI 

$56,990 L4TD^_2.0 130 380 $6 1526 _ 8.4 _ - 5.4 D 45 jl/11 F 

$66,990 V6 3 .6 220 350 S6 1656 5.6 - 9.7 95 _46 a"” 

Less Golf equals more fun 

^ Compared with Mk6 Golf R, front-drive Scirocco is 125kg lighter, quicker and sharper 
\E\ Not as practical as Golf and not as focused as Megane RS, but Scirocco is still superb 
The Pick: Manual for involvement, DSG for outright pace 

$45,990 L4T 2.0 188 330 M6 135^ 6.7 14.1 8.1 95 63 01/15 F 


118TSI 

118TSI 

132TSI 

130TDI 

155 TSIR-Line 


$48,490 

L4T 2.0 

188 

330 56 

1371 6 . 0 ' 

- 

8.2 

95 63 

F 

|Tiguan 

1 Gets (corporate) grilled 




E Excellent drivetrains, cabin quality, refinement, cornering agility, punchy new R-Line 
IHlSmall boot; electric parking brake; outdated dash design; bland styling; quite heavy 
- The Pick: Front-drive 118TSi is superb value, while new 130kW TDI is both quick and frugal 

$28,990 

L45T 1.4 

118 

240 M6 

1498 8.9 

- 

6.9 

95 50 

F 

$31,490 

L45T 1.4 

118 

240 56 

1581 8.9 


7.3 

95 '50 

' F 

$36,990 

L4T 2.0 

132 

280 57 

1626 7.7 

15.6 

8.8 

95 52 ^ 

08/14 A 

$39,990 

L4TD ’ 2.0 

130 ' 

380 '57 

1620 8.5 

6.2 

D 53 ’ 

A 

$44,990 

L4T 2.0 

155 

280 57 

1642 7.3 

- 

8.8 

95 56 

A 


Touareg 


Cut-price class 



250TDI Trendline 
250TDI Trendline 
250TDIMaxiC'line 
320TDI MaxiC'line 
320TDI MC'line4M 



E Slickand upmarket interior design; great drivetrains; vice-free handling; burbly R-Line 
EThird row seats would be nice; pricey option packages; fatty-fatty fat kerb weight 

The Pick: 150TDi rivals a top-spec Territory on price, while V8 R-Line is a cut-price Cayenne 

$67,990 V6TD 3.0 150 

450 A8 

2146 8.5 

- 

7.2 

D 

63 

09/11 

A 

$81,990 V6TD 3.0 180 

550 A8 

2159 7.6 

- 

7.4 

D 

63 

09/11 

A 

$114,990 V8TTD 4.1 

250 800 A8 

2287 5.8 

- 

9.2 

D 

61 


A 

Top-class compact people mover 

E Room, ride quality and refinement all top-notch; excellent diesel drivetrains 
\S1 Not exactly sexy; primitive leaf-sprung rear suspension ; no rear airbags 

The Pick: Seven-seat Maxi with torquey 2.0-litre makes for a versatile kiddy hauler 


$30,290 L4TD 1.6 

75 

250 M5 

1460 - 

- 

5.8 

D 

48 


F 

$33,290 L4TD 1.6 

75 

250 57 

1510 - 

- 

5.8 

D 

48 


F 

$40,290 L4TD 1.6 

75 

250 57 

1541 - 

- 

5.9 

D 

49 


F 

$42,290 L4TD 2.0 

103 

320 56 

1561 - 

- 

6.5 

D 

50 

05/11 

F 

$45,790 L4TD 2.0 

103 

320 'S6 ' 

- 

- 

6.8 ' 

D 

' 50 ' 


A ' 


Revives a people-mover classic 
Brilliantly basic and humble nine-seater 

fSl2.0 -litre turbo-diesei will struggle to shift two tonnes of metal ... plus passengers 
The Pick: There aren't many options if you need to carry nine people 


C'lineTDI400 4M 
HighlineTDI400 
H'line TDI400 4M 


Volvo 



$50,690 

L4TD 2.0 103 

340 57 

2113 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

54 


F 

Tarago meets its match 






E Hugely spacious and well-built cabin; twin-turbo diesel ; manners superior to Tarago 
IS Range-topping models expensive; firm ride; chunky kerb weight hurts fuel economy 
The Pick: Crank the Rammstein and the eight-seater Highline morphs into the mosh bu 

IS 

1 $49,990 

L4TD 2.0 

103 

340 57 

2172 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

60 


F 

) $56,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 

400 57 

2203 

- 

- 

8.1 

D 

61 


F 

$60,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 

400 57 

2325 

- 

- 

8.8 

D 

61 _ 


A 

$73,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 

400 57 

2249 

- 


8.1 

D 

53 


F 

$77,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 

400 57 

2375 

- 

- 

8.8 

D 

53 


A 


3yr/unlimited 

www.volvocars.com.au 


Focus-based and better for it 


D2 Kinetic 
D4 Kinetic 
D4 Luxury 


E Focus underpinnings 

; classy interior; terrific D4 and T4 drivetrains; sweet manual ’box 

Ixl D2 struggles; T5 has terrible ride; big turning circle; ( 

cramped back seat; autos expensive 

The Pick: D4 Kinetic manual offers torque aplenty with 

sub-5L/km economy 



$36,990 L4TD 1.6 

84 270 56 1402 12.1 

4.2 

D 53 

09/12 

F 

$42,990 L4TD 2.0 

140 400 A8 1505 7.2 

4.5 

D 54 


F 

$46,990 L4TD 2.0 

140 400 A6 1505 7.2 

4.5 

D 55 


F 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

T4 Kinetic 

$41,990 

L5T 

2.0 132 

300 

“ao" 

1438 

7.9 


7.6 


54 


T"* 

T4 Luxury 

$45,990 

L5T 

2.0 132 

300 

A6 

1438 

7.9 

- 

7.6 

95 

55 


F 

T5 R-Design 

$50,400 

L4T 

2.0 180 " 

350 

A8 

1580 

6.3 

- 

6.1 

95 

' 55 ’ 


F 

XCD4 Luxury 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.0 140 

400 

A8 

1505 

7.5 

- 

4.5 

D 

55 


A 

XC T5 Luxury 

$52,990 

L5T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1633 

6.4 

- 

6.9 

95 

56 


A 


[S60 


New face, and now new fours 





E Handsome facelift with punchy engines and a plush Interior; Polestar is nicely balanced 
\E\ Handling of the rest isn’t 3 Series-grade; all-new fours don't warble like the old fives did 


The Pick: Front-drive T4 and T5 are quick, 

, frugal and terrific value 





T4 Kinetic 

$49,990 

L4T 

_T 6 132 

240 

56 

_I420 

9.0 

- 

6.8 

95 

4 ]_ 

_L.. 

T4 Luxury 

$54,990 

L4T 

1.6 132. 

240 

'j6_ 

1420 

^9.0_ 

- 

^.8 _ 

'95 

_47_ 

F 

D4 Kinetic 

$56,990 

L4TD 

2.0 133 ^ 

400 

A8 

1539 

7.4^ 

- 

4.2 

D 

47 

F 

D4 Luxury 

$61,990 

L4TD 

2.0 133 ' 

400 

’a8 

1539* 

7 . 4 " 

- 

4.2 

D 

47 

F 

T5 Luxury 

$59,900 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1527 

6.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

. 47 

F 

T5 R-Design 

$63,990 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1527 

6.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

47 

F 

T6 R-Design 

$71,600 

L6T 

2.0 242' 

480 

A6 



- 

10.2 

95 

47 

A 

Polestar 

$99,600 

L6T 

3.0 257 

500 

A6 

1609 

4.9 

- 

10.2 

95 

44 

06/14 

A 



Volvo thinks outside the box 

E Even more stylish than S60 sedan ; versatile 40/20/40 split-fold rear seat and 430L boot 
[x] Not a packing-crate-swallower like Volvos of old; lacks composure on rough roads 
The Pick: Like S60, the T5 is the all-rou nder - great value, punchy and thrifty 


D4 Kinetic 
D4 Luxury 
T5 Kinetic 
T5 Luxury 
T5 R-Design 
T6 R-Design 
Polestar 


T6 Luxury 


$57,990 

L4TD 

2.0 133 

400 

A8 

1669 

7.6 - 

4.5 

D 

47 

F 

$62,990 

L4TD 

2.0 133 

400 

'A8 

1669 

7.6 - 

4.5 

D 

47 

F 

$55,990 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1639 

6.4 - 

6.8 95 

51 

F 

$59,990 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1639 

6.4 - 

6.8 95 

47 

F 

$64,990 

L4T 

2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1639 

6.4 - 

6.8 95 

47 

F 

$72,600 

L6T 

3.0 242 

480 

A6 

1747 

5.8 - 

10.3 95 

48 

A 

$102,600 

L6T 

3.0 257 

500 

A6 

1834 

4.9 - 

10.2 95 

48 

A 


Top of the bowls club hierarchy 

E Smooth turbo-petrol six; lush seats; much-improved R-design suspension 
(^Unwieldy turning circle; jittery ride; limp steering; snarly V8 has been dropped 
The Pick: S80 is an individualist’s alternative to a 5 Series ... but we wouldn’t 


$84,900 L6T 



^ 224 440 A6 1 786 6.4 - 

The punters' favourite Volvo 


10.0 95 37 11/10 A 


^ E All the usual Volvo SUV virtues, but with decent driver appeal and style; lovely petrol six 
^ ^ Ride turns brittle on busted Aussie tarmac; lacks body control and steering feel 

The Pick: Likeable Swede makes a safe family car. D4 and T5 are brisk, yet frugal 

$59,990 

L4TD 2.0 133 

400 

A8 

1748 

8.5 

4.9 

D 

56 


F 

$64,990 

L4TD 2.0 133 

400 

A8 

1748 

8.5 

16.2 4.9 

D 

56 

08/15 

F 

$57,990 

L4T 2.0 180 

350 

A8 

1766 

7.2 

7.0 

95 

55 


F 

$62,990 

L4T 2.0 180 

350 

A8 ' 

1766 

’ 7.2 ■ 

7.0 ' 

' 95 

56 


' F 

$69,990 

L5TTD 2.4 158, 

440 

A6 

1819 

8.3 

6.9 

D 

56 


A 

$71,990 

L5TTD 2.4 169 

470 

A6 

1819 

8.1 

6.9 

D 

56 


A 

$72,600 

L6T 3.0 224 

440 

A6 

1846 

7.3 

10.7 

95 

56 

01/14 

A 

$74,600 

L6T 3.0 242 

480 

A6 

1846 

7.0 

10.5 

95 

56 


A 

|XC70 

1 Swedish take on a Subaru Outback 


E Third-gen ’crossover’ brings a choice of turbo-diesel or petrol six-pack power 

EEIIt’s unlikely ever to leave upper-class suburbs; soggy handling ... still 

The Pick: Not great on bitumen, but fine for fire trails, farms and the Snowies. Go the diesel 

$58,990 

L5TD 2.4 158 

440 

A6 

1890 8.3 - 

6.9 D 56 

A 

$60,290 

L5TD 2.4 158 

440 

A6 

1890 8.3 - 

6.9 D 56 

A 

$69,900 

L6T 3.0 224 

440 

A6 

1870 7.4 - 

10.2 95 56 

A 

|XC90 

1^^^ It's still about the safety 

E Faster and more frugal than its predecessor; attention to detail inside; great drivetrains 
Hn Average dynamics with below-par handling; excessive body roll; German-level price tag 
- The Pick: T6 engine has plenty of punch and makes more sense in Momentum trim 

$89,950 

L4TTD, 2.0 165. 

470 

A8 

1970 7.8 - 

6.2 D 61 

A 

$93,950 

L4ST 2.0 235 

400 

A8 

1965 6.5 - 

8.5 95 60 

A 

$96,950 

■L4TTD' 2.0'l65' 

470 

A8 

1970 “ 7.8 " - 

'6.2 ■ D ‘61 " 

A 

$100,950 

L4ST 2.0 235 

400 

A8 

1965 6.5 - 

8.5 95 60 

A 

$97,950 

L4TTD 2.0 165 

470 

A8 

1970 7.8 - 

6.2 D 61 

A 

$101,950 

L4ST 2.0 235 

400 

A8 

1965 6.5 - 

8.5 95 60 

A 

$122,950 

L4STH’ 2.0 235 

400 

A8' 

2296' 5.6 - 

2.1 95*60 

A 


Momentum D5 
Momentum T6 
Inscription D5 
Inscription T6 
R-Design D5 
R-Design T6 
R-DesignT8 


PRIVACY NOTICE 
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PETER ROBINSON’S 

Wheels 

EPIC TALES FROM OUR ARCHIVES 


T FIRST PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 1980 


Seven red lights \ 
to Perth 

FROM THE MOMENT THE EYRE HIGHWAY ACROSS THE NULLARBOR PLAIN WAS 
FINALLY SEALED IN SEPTEMBER 1976, WE BEGAN PLANNING THE BIG TRIP’. 

SYDNEY TO PERTH, STOPPING ONLY FOR FUEL. 


Coincidentally, Ford, unhappy with Wheels' reception 
to the XC Falcon, suggested they build us a car - to our 
specifications. Here was our chance to build up a Falcon 
specifically for the adventure. To the Wheels XC Falcon 500 
4.9 V8 we added a four-speed manual gearbox, the twin 
exhausts the engineers swore gave more top-end power, the 
optional long-range 125-litre fuel tank, four-wheel discs, 
laminated windscreen, plus air-con and various other comfort 
and handling options, most of which we now take for granted. 

Sharing the driving with my mate Steve Cropley, then 
Wheels assistant editor and now editor-in-chief on Autocar 
in the UK, we took 32 hours, 58 minutes for the 4041km in 
the Falcon, averaging 123.9kni/h, including all stops, while 
returning a hideous 23.5L/100km. 

Three years later we did it again, mostly because we 
wanted to, knowing the secret to a quicker time was reducing 
the fuel stops. Stopping to refuel, we recognised, was the 
enemy of a high average speed because no matter how 
organised the top-up, bug cleaning the windscreen and 
paying, it always took at least eight minutes. 

At the time, Alfa dealer and former racer Brian Foley 


wanted to prove you could comfortably drive an Alfa from 
Sydney to Perth in 40 hours over a weekend. After much 
discussion with Foley and help from Alfa Romeo Australia, an 
Alfetta 2.0-litre sedan was prepared for our record attempt. To 
the totally inadequate 49-litre fuel capacity they added a 
70-litre auxiliary tank, driving lights and Koni dampers. 

Cropley flew out from the land of the Pom and we arranged 
for Alfa mechanics to meet us at two key points - Broken Hill 
and Port Augusta - along the route, just in case there was a 
problem. This was nothing less than a full works drive. No 
pressure, then. 

Worked, too; with Cropley playing hero driver, we 
successfully reduced the time to just 29 hours, 14 minutes, 
five seconds to establish what we still believe is a record for 
a Pacific to Indian Ocean journey by car. For the record, the 
Alfetta averaged 137.5km/h and 16.6L/100km. 

Reading Seven Red Lights to Perth for the first time in years 
makes me want to do The Big Trip all over again. Now, what 
we need is a frugal car with at least a 1000km range, a near 
silent cabin, no speed limits (or at least no police presence) 
and a comfortable 160km/h cruising speed... 


“I’LL ADMIT WE DID IT FDR ND OTHER REASON THAN BECAUSE WE WANTED TO. 
IT WAS A GIANT SELF-INDULGENCE OF THE VERY BEST KIND” 

- PETER ROBINSON, 1980 


Robbo fakes a Lamborgbini Miura fo find 
the notorious road used at the 
beginning oUhe Italian Job 



THE WAY IT WAS 


Special delivery 


IN LATE 2006 I somehow 
learned that Jaguar 
Australia’s only XJ diesel 
was sitting in Perth when it 
needed to be at the company 
HQ in Sydney. 

What a waste, I reckoned, 
if the XJ was sent across the 
country on a truck or train. 


Of course I offered to drive 
it and, out of politeness, told 
Cropley. So it came to pass 
that Steve, snapper Cristian 
Brunelli and I set off in the 
reverse direction to our 
previous attempts. 

Traffic for the last 400km 
into Sydney (and a leisurely 


lap of the Mount Panorama 
circuit for good measure) 
killed our time: 37 hours, 

29 minutes at 108km/h, 
using an average of just 
8.8L/100km. 

There is no better 
illustration of the efficiency 
of modern diesel engines. 


ALSO IN November 1980 


LEYLAND’S new Mini Metro driven; Ford XD Falcon update improves fuel use but skips over 
the dynamics; Bolwell Ikara rated funny but fun; new Datsun Patrol combines traditional 
4WD attributes with a more stylish and comfortable package; clothes designer let loose on 
the Alfa GTV; car-broking explained; economy drive in a four-cylinder Holden Commodore 





VES * OAMCnOUS ? MO 




Sydnoy Id Perth in 29 hours 
ad an of 12S km h 

IMsi Maxds Moon 4 1 

Nnwe I.«yl8nd Mmio 


READ IHISSrORY AND NEAPSM0RECli(8SICSATWIieelsMag.Gom.au/classic 



Game on 


PAC-Man, a rival to Space 
Invaders and Asteroid 
that will one day become 
the world’s most popular 
arcade game, is launched. 



Lab brats 


AUSTRALIA’S first test-tube 
baby, Candice Reid, is born. 
More than five million 
babies have since been born 
using the technique. 



Noftbe Kingswood 

HOLDEN-loving Ted Bullpit 
jumps onto our TV screens 
and into the Australian 
vernacular as the star of 
Kingswood Country. 
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RENAULT 16 


WORDS MICHAEL STAHL 


Perfect hatch 

How the French revolutionised the small car 


LIKE all France’s carmakers, Renault has a proud history of 
innovation. Among the Regie’s most daring mainstream models 
was the humble Renault 4 of 1961, a pragmatic small car acclaimed 
as the first mass-produced hatchback. 

The 4 was also a gamechanger in the minds of Renault’s 
uppermost management. Its interior packaging and the versatility 
of its porte de service (the unromantic name for its hatchback door) 
would be responsible for overhauling the design of Renault’s next 
full-sized sedan. 

Renault had begun working in 1958 on the replacement for its 
mainstream sedan, the Fregate. Designer Gaston Juchet, in his first 
assignment, prepared a conventional and not overly attractive 
three-box sedan, known as Project 114. With an eye on rival 
Citroen’s eccentric and expensive DS, the 114 was highly specified 
in having rear-wheel drive and an in-line six-cylinder engine. 

Three years into the 114’s development, in 1961, Renault CEO 
Pierre Dreyfus declared: “We have to do things differently. Cars 
must no longer be just four seats and a boot. It must be viewed 
as a volume.” 

Project 114 was axed. The engineering and design teams, 
under product director Yves Georges, were instructed to redefine 
the (European) family/executive car, at that time typically a 


four-cylinder, rear-drive, three-box sedan. Project 115, the 
Renault 16, was launched at the 1965 Geneva show. 

It was different from the ground up. It had front-wheel drive 
via a longitudinal 1.5-litre four-cylinder engine with the gearbox 
in front. This it had in common with the Citroen DS, but the 16 
avoided costly hydro-pneumatic suspension in favour of space- 
saving torsion bars. Long travel, anti-roll bars and Michelin ZX 
rubber delivered class-leading comfort and capable handling. 

Juchet clothed it in a breathtaking two-box shape with a 
sloping hatchback. Its pagoda-style roof dispensed with 
drip-rails, and the low waistline and enormous glass area 
enhanced the interior space. 

The roomy cabin boasted six different seating configurations, 
thanks to a versatile (and removable) rear bench. ‘Family car’ 
meant everything from bread-winning delivery van to seating 
five people to the act of procreation itself. 

The 16 was justly acclaimed for its ride comfort, handling 
and quality. Performance stepped up in 1968 with the 1.6-litre 
TS, which brought an auto transmission option, and in 1973 the 
upmarket TX introduced a five-speed column manual. 

A worthy 1,845,959 examples were built over 15 years, the last 
five of those overlapping its supposed successor, the Renault 20. 








Inspiration 

The Renault 16’s most 
obvious beneficiary 
was VW, with its 
16-inspired Passat B1 
(1973) and Golf (1974) 


Souer act 

The 16 was assembled in 
Australia at a plant in West 
Heidelberg, Victoria, from 
1968 until a change of 
ADRsin1976 
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Bed on wheels 

CLEVER interior design 
and materials vamped-up 
even the base 16s, 
which had plush seating 
throughout and acclaimed 
heating/ventilation. Spare 
wheel was stowed atop 
the gearbox. Column- 
mounted shift liberated 
more front space, while 
the rear bench flipped 
and folded in several 
iterations: top-spec 
Grand Euxe folded into 
a double bed. Australian 
TS versions from 1970 
had a distinctive 
brass-plated 
instrument 
surround. 




Next^Jwe 

Holden Torana XU-l 


Long, and longer 

THE in-line engine with gearbox 
out front improved weight 
distribution, and front discs 
were impressive in this class, 
while the long-travel suspension 
(longitudinal torsion bars with 
double wishbones up front, 
transverse parallel torsion bars 
with trailing arms out back) 
maximised interior space - and 
made the left-side wheelbase 
70mm longer than the right! 


The A team 

THE 16 launched Renault’s 
A-type engine, an alloy-block 
pushrod-ohv four-cylinder 
developed from the stillborn 
Project 114’s 2.2-litre in-line six. 
Initial 1470cc unit made 41kW 
at SOOOrpm and 104Nm at 2800, 
via a four-speed column-shift 
manual. Eater 1565cc TS, with 
Gordini-devised hemi head, 
upped it to 62kW/118Nm; plush 
TX (’73) got 1647CC, 68kW/129Nm 
and five speeds. 



Harry up, Bob 

Renault rallyist Bob Watson 
won the 1969 Victorian rally 
title in one of three 16TSs 
prepared pre-HDT by 
Harry Firth 



Resistance 

Nutbag 1970s left-wing 
German terrorists Baader- 
Meinhof seemed to have a 
taste for 16s, twice evading 
the police in them 



Maxi factor 

The Brits shamelessly tried 
to copy the 16’s roomy, six- 
window style and hatchback 
practicality, and ended up 
with the Austin Maxi 



ig |]#@wheelssiustraliai 1 161 


Heavy on the carbs 

For this specialist of old-school aspiration, business goes with the flow 


IN THE late-1920s, Harry Howarth established 
the Carburettor Service Company in Sydney’s 
inner west, relocating about 12 years later to 
the bustling automotive strip of Parramatta Rd. 
After the war, Harry’s son Ray came on board. 

Decades later. Carburettor Service Company 
is still on Parramatta Rd, and still in Howarth 
hands. Third-generation owner Tim (60) joined 
the business in 1975, an ominous era for 
carburettors, with the mainstream acceptance 
of fuel injection by then imminent. 

“I suppose the 1940s to the ’70s was 
the golden era for carburettors,” Howarth 
says. “By the 1940s, carburettor design 
had matured. The only ones that differed 
dramatically were SUs; most other carbs just 
got more complex to try and give better fuel 
economy and less emissions. 

“Both my grandfather and my father were 
great hoarders of stock, so I’ve still got a 
reasonable variety and quantity of old parts 
here for carburettors going back to the 1920s.” 

Fuel injection was already proved in German 
WW2 aero engines and began finding its 
way into cars in the mid-1950s. “A lot of early 


Mercedes, Peugeots, even some Fiats, were 
fuel injected. As far as I was concerned, those 
early mechanical injection beasties were all 
black magic. Weird systems like Kugelfischer; 
you’d look under the bonnet and think, how 
does it work?” 

But Howarth saw the way the wind was 
blowing, taking himself and some of the then 
10-strong staff through EFI training courses. 
“But it got to the stage where, unless you were 
specialising in EFI, you found yourself tinkering 
around the edges. Things were changing on 
almost a monthly basis. You didn’t know 
where you were with it. 

“About 10 years ago, I decided to not touch 
EFI vehicles again, just concentrate on the 
bread-and-butter work and the restoration 
work that we do a lot of.” 

And so CSC, now comprising just Howarth 
and long-time technical manager Alan Jackson, 
just does carburettors. They’re highly regarded 
among the classic car set, although surprisingly 
that’s not the bulk of the business. 

“There’s still no end of rev-heads that 
want an older car and want it to go well. The 


restoration scene is as strong as ever, so we do 
a lot of 1940s-70s restoration of carburettors. 
Some guys want them to look like new under 
the bonnet, so that involves extra work, 
re-plating and re-colouring components. 

“But the biggest proportion is ordinary, 
everyday light commercial vehicles, of which 
there are still thousands on the road. Next 
would come the classic vehicles - I’m looking 
at an MGB in the workshop, next to a Subaru 
Brumby, next to a six-pack Charger with three 
Webers on it, and behind it an LJ Torana with 
three SUs, all being restored.” 

So, who makes - or made - the best 
carburettors? “I suppose Webers were 
consistently the best-made, although the 
quality has gone down a bit since production 
was moved to Spain [in 1992]. And I’d say 
SU, because they’re extremely simple and 
easy to repair. 

“The worst ones are the early die- castings 
that the Americans did; veteran and vintage 
things. You can hold them in your hand and 
they fall apart. The old zinc die-cast material 
dries out and crumbles like a biscuit.” 
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ONE FOUL, YOU’RE OUT 


CARBURETTOR king Tim Howarth is 



tuned into the jet set. “The biggest 
challenge is fuel quality. With classic, 
high-performance cars, irrespective 
of how well it’s tuned, 98-octane fuel 
simply fouls spark plugs. We tell people 
95-octane is the way to go, and run the 
hottest spark plugs you can find.” 









The all new GLE Coupe and new GLE, 


Make the best of every ground. Introducing two SUVs made to be followed. The all new GLE Coup^ is a bold new 
concept for Mercedes-Benz, combining the authority of an SUV with the soul of a sports car. While the GLE boasts 
cutting-edge intelligence, supreme safety and some serious power that really lets you take control, both on and off 
the road. Find out more from your authorised Mercedes-Benz dealer. www.mercedes-benz.com.au/SLIV 


Mercedes-Benz 

The best or nothing. 






